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THE MESSENGER
VISION
Following the Way of
Jesus, we aspire to
authentically invite,
courageously include,
and generously serve all
with compassion and
grace.
MISSION
Following the Way of
Jesus, we celebrate
inspirational worship;
create life-changing
experiences for
children, youth, families,
and individuals; and
practice meaningful
congregational care.
While respecting our
diversity, we
courageously advocate
for justice and mercy,
and intentionally
respond to the needs of
our community and
the world.
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S HARING G OOD N EWS – AUGUST 2018
Special Discussion – Telling Our Story
Church leaders and dedicated members of First Parish gathered to
share in a special discussion on Sunday, July 22 following worship:
How God has worked through our church in recent years,
presented by Chair of the Assessors Jeff McConnell;
What process to expect as we transition in leadership from
Pastor Anna Copeland, to an Interim Pastor, to a settled
Senior Pastor who will support the mission and vision of the
church alongside Pastor Dan and lay leaders, presented by
Moderator Jan Jonas;
Where God calls us to deepen and strengthen the
commitments of our mission and vision moving forward,
presented by Pastor Anna V. Copeland.
Sixty to seventy people attended, expressing great commitment to
the future of our church and eager to hear more about our
direction. As we transition in leadership through the coming
months, you can rely on your elected leadership to provide regular
updates of information regarding what is happening behind the
scenes and how it effects our future.
According to our By-laws, the Deacons are responsible for finding
an Interim Pastor. In collaboration with Deborah Blood, our
Conference Minister and the Officers of the church, the Deacons
have drafted a Prospectus that will be submitted to search for an
Interim we hope will begin sometime in October. The Church
Council is responsible for appointing a search committee for the
new Senior Pastor, and Jan Jonas, Moderator, will lead that effort.
Regarding the future, I shared a few parting observations that will
be summarized inside this edition of the newsletter. Guided by the
Holy Spirit, and the led by our capable leadership and membership,
we now live into our new Mission and Vision to Follow the Way of
Jesus, aspiring to authentically invite, courageously include and
generously serve all with compassion and grace.
(See more on page 4)
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC
AUGUST 2018
Sunday, August 5, 2018
Communion
Pastor Dan Hollis
Matthew 21:28-32
Parable of the Two Sons
Sweet Spirit
Sunday, August 12, 2018
9:15 Hymn Sing
Pastor Anna V. Copeland
Matthew 13:44-46
Parable of Treasure/Pearl
Vivan and Esther Martindale
Sunday, August 19, 2018
Pastor Anna V. Copeland
Matthew 18:23-24
Unmerciful Servant
Terrie Ilaria and Karen Lynge
Sunday, August 26, 2018
Pastor Anna V. Copeland
Matthew 24:32-35
Parable Budding Fig
Guest Artist(s)
Sunday, September 2, 2018
Communion
Pastor Dan Hollis
Matthew 25:14-30
Parable of Talents

CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES AVAILABLE ONLINE
First Parish Church has a password protected member section on our website, www.firstparishyork.net, where Church Council
meeting minutes and corresponding attachments are posted. To get the user name and password, call the church office at 3633758 between 9am and 2pm, Monday through Friday. Because this site stores only approved minutes, there is a one month
delay in posting approved minutes. Thank you for not sharing password information within an email or beyond members.
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A View from the Bench
I’m fascinated by the little tag messages on the end of the tea bag. I call them “Teabag Thoughts
of the Day” or “Teabag Philosophy” when I share them on Facebook or with email friends. I’ve
collected many in a little glass container on the kitchen window sill, and have about a halfdozen taped to the front of my laptop. They vary in their points of interest. Many are meant to
foster encouragement for the day, and others are definitions of everyday words. But they have
some sort of common thread running through them. Here are some of my favorites:
“May this day bring you peace, tranquility, and harmony.”
“May this day be the day to lead us to peace, to happiness, and to joy.”
“The purpose of life is to know yourself, and love yourself, and trust yourself, and be
yourself.”
“Love is the ultimate law of life.”
“Love has no fear and no vengeance.”
“The essence of life is to communicate love.”
I think this is what Christ meant when he quoted the first commandment: “‘You shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the
greatest and first commandment. And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” Matthew 22: 37-40
Come to worship and hear the continuation of the parables of Christ this month. The message is
timeless, the music is meaningful, and the air-conditioning is heavenly!!!!
Here’s another teabag tagline:

“Life is a flow of love. Your participation is requested.”

Enjoy these lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer!
The beat goes on…because LOVE always wins!
WSP

A
J

T T E N D A N C E

2018 Worship
7/1/18: 100
7/8/18: 117
7/15/18: 87
7/22/18: 127

U L Y

(continued from page 1)
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Leadership in Transition – Field Notes from the Senior Pastor
(We invite those who could not join us for our First Parish Leadership event July 22 to
review the following inspirational message shared by our Senior Pastor at that event.)
Leadership transitions create opportunities and also some anxiety about what the future may
hold. Fortunately, God has brought us across a couple of rocky roads to launch a new vision and
mission for First Parish that shifts our identity from that of the “white sneaker church” of
yester-year, to a respected community leader and collaborator with area churches and service
agencies to transform our community and our world.
It takes three to five years to fully implement a new mission and vision. We are in our second of
those years now. God has blessed us as a praying community with a trusting faith and deep
commitment to Telling Our Story about what God is doing through this church. We share this
story now to invite everyone to step forward during the transition, every oar in the water,
trusting God’s plans for our future.
In times of transition, progress can slip away. It takes real work and commitment for an
extended time to change lives. We pray hearts will continue to burn with passion for the
following recently launched initiatives, that God will flourish the good work already begun.
INSPIRATIONAL WORSHIP
*Live stream video invites people all over the country to participate in Sunday worship in real
time, extending God’s good news to people who are traveling, who live seasonally far away, or
who need a church home like ours.
*Thursday evening worship creates safe space for those seeking a church, for children, youth
and families, to engage in meaningful worship.
LIFE CHANGING EXPERIENCES
*Collaborate with area churches, community agencies and the York Diversity Forum to change
lives by creating a safe, inclusive and welcoming community, not only within our church, but
also throughout our area.
*Tell the Story of how God changes lives so that those who find church irrelevant will look
again. Some who previously left the church will return, more so if you call and invite them to
come. However, our greatest growth will come through outreach to the 64% of Mainers who do
not consider themselves very religious in the third most secular state in the Union.
MEANINGFUL CONGREGATIONAL CARE
*Home-Based ministry matches trained members of the church with others in need of a visit,
prayer, or on-going care at home, in assisted living, nursing care or in rehab.
*Mission at home matches expressed needs of members of the congregation for a hand up,
anything from pruning a lilac bush to putting the Christmas decorations back in the attic. More
than sixty volunteers signed up to help members receive needed support.
(continued on page 5)

(continued from page 4)
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ADVOCATE FOR JUSTICE AND MERCY
*First Parish Church voted at a congregational meeting in May to become an Open and
Affirming Church of the United Church of Christ after a year-long study and discernment. In the
future, conversation continues on how to courageously and intentionally invite all God’s people
through generous and inclusive hospitality.
INTENTIONALLY RESPOND TO THE NEEDS OF THE WORLD
*Now three years or more into a cultural shift of identity as an increasingly Missional Church,
First Parish changes lives through volunteer participation and financial support of
international, regional and local mission/outreach projects.
In Conclusion: As followers of Jesus the Good Shepherd, we serve for God’s good pleasure.
Please pray for the future of your church, that God may place people before us to serve, that
Christ may find us useful, and that the Holy Spirit may grant us joy for the glory of God.

Message from the Moderator
Time is commonly divided into three segments – past, present, and future. Lessons are to
be learned from the past, but the past must not enslave us. The present is the immediate
gift of God to be used wisely and well, but it is not enough to live in the present alone. The
future is the place for plans, the domicile of dreams, the harbor of hopes.
Rev. Doctor Charles L. Copenhaver (1918 – 1982)
Our search for a new settled Senior Pastor is collaboration between our church family at First
Parish, with help from our UCC Maine Conference, and God. We prayerfully ask that He will
help us and a prospective settled pastor find each other. We will not be hiring someone as in a
business. We will be seeking an individual who has a call to serve, inspire, and join in a faith
journey with us. Together we will nurture the seedlings of faith work accomplished recently at
First Parish while “honoring lessons we have learned from the past.”
We will be working on this spiritual process together. As Moderator, along with the Church
Council and the future Search Committee, we pledge to keep you informed through website
communications, Bulletins, Newsletters and announcements. The Opportunity Table will have
booklets that will help answer questions and a poster as a visual clarification of the search
process. Perhaps most important, is personal communications. The Church Council, Assessors,
Deacons and other Church leaders are committed to be prepared to listen and answer
questions.
Thank you to the Deacons who have been working diligently with the Maine Conference to seek
an Interim Pastor during this transition time. May God bless this process and the future of First
Parish Church, and the present as “an immediate gift of God”.
Jan Jonas, Church Council Moderator
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CHURCH SCHOOL
HAPPENINGS
Summer 2018
The past year in Sunday School has been one of new programs. Under the guidance of
the Christian Education Committee and Pastor Dan, we began a new curriculum entitled “Dig
In”. The theme for this year is “The Life of Jesus”. Each lesson includes a variety of activities to
engage the students and teachers in meaningful experiences such a bible stories, videos, games,
crafts and a take-home page for parents. Teachers work in teams and make their own
schedules.
June is always a busy month, including Children’s Day and Kids Camp (formerly VBS).
The Children’s Day Service was a very sweet service, including everyone from 2 months old to
high school seniors and everyone in between.
Our Kids Camp was a 3-day program this year, due to the length of the York Schools
calendar. It was based on the Ephesians 2:10 verse: “For we are God’s masterpiece. He has
created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.” (New
Living Translation). Our days were full of music, shadow puppets, bible adventures, creation
station, outdoor games, our wonderful snacks, and “The Nook” where students were welcome
to relax and regroup. An important component of our Kids Camp program is to meet the needs
of all who come to us seeking a welcoming place. Our emphasis was to share how we can all be
good neighbors, no matter what our age. We concentrated on three parables of Jesus: The Good
Samaritan, The Prodigal Son, and The Lost Sheep.
There were 32 Campers (grades K-5) involved, 10 Crew (grades 6-10) and 12 adults. It
was truly an inter-generational time together, living out our Vision Statement to offer lifechanging experiences to all.
Thank you to the CE Committee for its commitment to the children and youth of our
beloved First Parish Church. We thank our teachers and all who support the program and wish
them a very restful summer.
Sunday School classes will resume in September.
Plans are underway to provide a new space for students in grades 5-7 and up,
for Sunday Morning time together. Stay tuned!
Janet Cassidy
Christian Education Coordinator

BIRTHDAY BAGS If you would like to help people of our community to
provide birthday parties for their children, please make up a birthday bag. Bags
are available in the church office during the week and at coffee hour on
Sundays. Fill the bag with goodies to celebrate a birthday party and drop it off
at the office or Fellowship Hall. The bags are delivered to the York Food Pantry
to be given out. The bags are greatly appreciated! They can be made in honor of
your own birthday or those of family members.
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VOLUNTEER
The First Parish Church volunteers, Jan and
Per Jonas, will report for duty this Thursday
from 2pm-4pm at York Community Services Thrift Store. If you are interested
there is a sign up sheet at the Opportunity Table in Fellowship Hall.
Do it with a friend! Try it out!
Sign up sheet is at the Opportunity Table in Fellowship Hall.
Linda Drew - p.l.drew79@me.com or 207-351-8141

Update!
We continue to add to the wonderful list of generous, loving folks who are willing to offer
assistance to others of our congregation as needs arise. We have close to 60 willing people
already. We would LOVE to add some of our teens to this ever growing list.
We hope to match the needs of our church family with your willingness to serve others in
whatever way you are able. Could be a ride to a doctor's appointment, help repairing a fence,
shopping for groceries post hospitalization, doing lawn work, or carrying boxes up from the
cellar. There are times when each of us could use a helping hand; so BE BOLD, ask for a bit of
help.
If you choose to be on the " master list of helpers", it means that you and everyone else on the
list will receive an email request from Linda Drew, coordinator. It will include the job
description, time requirements, location and maybe deadlines. If you can help or need further
information just simply contact Linda. You and the person in need can work out the details.
TO ADD YOUR NAME TO THE LIST
or
REQUEST ASSISTANCE
CONTACT the PARISH OFFICE
207-363-3758
office@firstparishyork.net
As of July 23 we have assisted 18 different people in "our family".
Happy to see more and more folks asking for help!

8

Summer Concerts on the Green
Thursdays
through August 9
6pm – 8pm
with Joyce Andersen and Harvey Reid
and special guests
Please bring your family, a picnic and blanket or lawn chairs.
Concerts begin behind First Parish Church and the town hall with a
new stage at 6 p.m. A Free will offering will be taken weekly to
support this concert series.
Rain location First Parish Sanctuary

Summer program! STORYTELLER
Every Sunday through August 26 one of our church family
will be spending 10-15 minutes telling us about
themselves, their life, their spiritual journey, their greatest
accomplishment, etc. We will convene at 10:45AM after worship on the lawn or
in Fellowship Hall.
August Storytellers
Anna Marie Eggert
DeDe Cadieux
Carol Macdonald
Bryce Waldrop

The “Opportunity Table” is located in Fellowship
Hall. It is the central point for dissemination of and
collection of information pertinent to the
congregation. It is the “go to” place to sign up for First Parish activities, both
long and short term. Committees and activity chairpersons please take
advantage of this central point of communication.
Your input is always welcome, Sandy Givens, Jan Jonas and Pepi Upton
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Telling Our Story through Your Story
“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s
varied grace.” 1 Peter 4:10 (ESV)
On Sunday, June 24th, we introduced a method for gathering information to more
effectively Tell Our Story of how God is at work through First Parish Church. We
asked you to share the ways your faith is at work in the church and the world. Is
not too late to tell your story.
Included in this newsletter is a survey called “Telling Our Story”. Just as we tell
our story about how much money we give away for missions at home and abroad,
we’re also going to share our story about how we share our volunteer time and
resources. We would appreciate it if you would share with us the ways you
volunteer within First Parish Church and also the ways you may volunteer in the
wider community. If you choose to share the ways you volunteer we won’t
publish your name, just the total number of hours we share within the church and
in the wider community, such as volunteer hours at the hospital, the chamber of
commerce, etc.
Please return your survey to the church office by Friday, August 10th. We will be
presenting the results of the surveys to the congregation on Rally Day, Sunday,
Sept. 9th. Thank you for helping us tell our story as a church as we invite others to
participate in the ways God is at work through the faith and action of this church,
changing lives and the world.
Stewardship Committee: Sandy Nelson, John Pendleton, Jalmar Dijkstra,
Pastor Anna Copeland
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Telling Our Story
Please help us tell our story as a church about how God is at work through the
work and outreach of First Parish Church. We know that we share our financial
resources to support the work of the church. Now we want to more effectively
communicate how we share our time and other resources.
At First Parish Church
What ways do you volunteer your time at the church?
Ways I Volunteer

Time I Volunteer Monthly

1.
2.
3.
4.
In the Wider Community and World
Where or in what ways do you share your faith through volunteer time and
resources beyond the church?
Ways I Volunteer

Time I Volunteer Monthly

1.
2.
3.
What difference does sharing your resources make for your faith journey and for
the world?

Your Name _____________________________________
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On Children’s Sunday, June 10, the Deacons were pleased to award scholarships
to Morgan Smith, Garrett Cronin, and Brian Cronin. We congratulate them and
wish them well as they begin their college careers. We also awarded five
camperships to Pilgrim Lodge and hope those young people enjoyed a fun and
meaningful experience.
As we move toward the end of summer, the Deacons will begin a busy time. The
by-laws task the Deacons with finding an interim pastor. So far we have
completed the Request for Interim Leadership form which along with a
prospectus has been sent to the Maine Conference. There it will be posted on both
the national and Maine websites. At some point we should receive profiles from
interested interim pastors which we will review. We will then interview, ideally,
several candidates and present our choice to the Council. It is our hope at present
that this can be completed by the end of October. Please feel free to ask any of the
Deacons how things are going. Although the profiles are confidential, we can tell
you where we are in the process.
Susan Mancinelli
Deacon Chair

BEHIND

the

SCENES
Message from your Financial Secretary

Starting with this year, we will be departing from our past practice of mailing Pledge Status
letters in early July and December and instead, do a single mailing in early September
following Rally Sunday. Anyone desiring to know what their pledge donation status is prior
to the September mailing can do so at any point in time by requesting that information
either by sending an email to finsec@firstparishyork.net or by calling Per Jonas at 207-3633180. Please be sure to specify in what manner you would like the information sent to you
(email or hardcopy).
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Fun, Fabulous

and a

Great Workout!

Friendly Exercise for All in our
Community
Fitness Classes – Zumba, Yoga and Aerobics
Fellowship Hall – First Parish Church, York, Maine
Monday through Friday One-Hour Classes
All of our instructors are certified and experienced. Cost is $5 for a drop in
class, or sign up for unlimited classes for $30 per month (over 65) or $35
per month (ages under 65). Monthly rates can be prorated.

CURRENT CLASS SCHEDULE
MONDAY at 8am Zumba
TUESDAY at 8:30am Yoga
WEDNESDAY at 8:30 am Zumba
THURSDAY and FRIDAY at 8:30 a.m. Aerobics
JUST DROP IN
For information contact
First Parish Church 207-363-3758
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FIRST PARISH CHURCH FAIRE
AT MARKETFEST

SEPTEMBER 22, 2018
This is a wonderful opportunity to clean out those once loved items you no longer need or have
room for! At the same time, it provides someone an opportunity to purchase an item they
really need at an affordable price - and supports the continued good works of First Parish
Church!! A ‘win’ for all!!

ITEMS TO DONATE? NOW through August 26 Please call Sherry McConnell at

363-5494 to arrange for drop off. Beginning August 27 a Daily drop-off ‘schedule’ will be
provided.
ANTIQUES & COLLECTABLES: Old, collectable items that are in good condition and are
desirable because of age, rarity, condition or utility. Jinny Brodsky @ 363-6239.
ATTIC TREASURES: Gently used home décor items, glasses, knick-knacks, wall hangings,
lamps, vases, candlesticks, dishes, garden decor, etc. (dishes, glasses, etc. – minimum of 4 per
set) Sherry McConnell @ 363-5494 or Jill Ouellette @ 351-1125
BOOKS: New or gently used books that appeal to general readership and cookbooks.
(Please… No magazines, technical books, encyclopedias, condensed books, videos, etc.)
Diana Parton @361-3016
CHILDREN’S SECTION: Children’s Books, Games & Puzzles (items must be clean, have all their
pieces and be in good condition). Sondra Weaver @ 363-4641 or Susan Mancinelli @ 351-8641
FURNITURE: Used small to mid-size furniture. (under 50 lbs.) Small tables/ chairs, book cases,
desks, etc. must be in good condition and easy to handle. Contact Ellis Copeland @ 361-3765
JEWELRY & HANDBAGS: Jewelry – both old and new, fashion, rhinestone, gaudy, clunky,
silver and gold (bracelets, rings, necklaces, earrings). All Handbags must be clean & in good
condition. Jinny Brodsky @363-6239
‘TASTE OF HEAVEN’ CAFÉ: Homemade soups & hot and cold drinks – enjoy under our tent or
to eat ‘on the go’. Contact Jan Jonas @363-3180 or Sue Wierzba @ 361-4541.
TOOL SHED: Workshop and garden tools, power tools, small tool benches, antique tools,
packaged fasteners, etc. All items must be in working condition, clean and be a manageable
size and weight (under 50lbs). George Parton @ 361-3016
PLEASE: NO Electronics or Linens
All Items Must Be Clean and In Good Condition
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

5

6

7

Sat

2 8:30am Aerobics
3
8:30am Aerobics 2pm Volunteer YCSA- 8:30am Zumba
Thrift Store
6pm Summer Concerts
on the Green

4

8

11

9

10

8:30am
Christian
Education
Committee
Meeting

9:30am
8am Zumba
Worship/Communion 4:30pm Mission
10:45am Storyteller- Committee Meeting
Anna Marie Eggert

8:30am Yoga
8:30am Aerobics 8:30am Aerobics
8:30am Zumba
5pm Table of Plenty
6pm Summer Concerts
on the Green

12

13

14

8am Zumba
6:30pm Women on
the Move-Judy
Schriefer’s Residence

15
16 8:30am Aerobics 17
8:30am Yoga
8:30am Aerobics 6pm The Greatest Gift 8:30am Zumba
5pm Table of Plenty
Concert-Village Green
6pm Common
Stage
Hope-Mission Trip
Meeting
6:30pm Assessors
Meeting

18

9:15am Hymn Sing
9:30am
Worship/Mission
Moment
10:45am StorytellerDeDe Cadieux

19

20

21

25

9:30am Worship
8am Zumba
10:45am StorytellerCarol Macdonald

22
23 8:30am Aerobics 24
8:30am Yoga
8:30am Aerobics 6pm 18th Century Mind 8:30am Zumba
5pm Table of Plenty
in the 21st CenturyJames Kences-Village
Green Stage

26

28

27

9:30am Worship
8am Zumba
10:45am StorytellerBryce Waldrop

29

30

8:30am Yoga
8:30am Aerobics 8:30am Aerobics
5pm Table of Plenty
7pm Church
Council Meeting

31
8:30am Zumba

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Friday, September 21
Saturday, September 22
Sunday, September 23

Estate Sale – Parsonage
MarketFest
Final Sunday for Pastor Anna & Ellis
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Ministers
All the Members of the Congregation
The Rev. Dr. Anna V. Copeland, Senior Pastor
anna@firstparishyork.net
Rev. Dan Hollis, Associate Pastor
dan@firstparishyork.net

Staff

Wendell S. Purrington, Director of Music Ministries
Terrie Ilaria, Music Associate
Janet Cassidy, Church School Coordinator
Betty Roker, Office Manager
Stacey Crowell, Buildings and Grounds Supervisor
Todd Frederick, Cemetery Superintendent

First Parish Church Lay Leaders
Jan Jonas, Moderator
Thom Kearns, Vice Moderator
Ray Hamlin, Treasurer
Susan Mancinelli, Clerk
207-363-3758
office@firstparishyork.net
www.firstparishyork.net
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