CELEBRATING COMMUNION
This communion table is open to all who seek the presence of the Risen Christ. We
eat the bread together, as a symbol of our divinely intended unity. We drink the cup
individually as a symbol of our divinely intended uniqueness.
(Gluten free crackers are in the middle of the tray)
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Lord God, we give you thanks and praise for calling us yours. May this ceremonial
meal refresh, renew, and restore us. May we remember that food sustains us
physically, but Jesus sustains us spiritually. We pray this and all of our prayers in
His name. Amen.
*CLOSING HYMN

“AS WITH GLADNESS”

THE BLESSING AND THREEFOLD AMEN
POSTLUDE

No. 236
Rev. Estelle Margarones

Recessional on “WE THREE KINGS”
Setting: Gordon Young (1919-1998)

Communion flowers are provided by the Esther W. Hungerford Fund.

Welcome
Vision
Following the way of Jesus, we aspire to authentically invite,
courageously include, and generously serve all with
compassion and grace.

Mission
Following the way of Jesus, we celebrate inspirational worship;
create life-changing experiences for children, youth, families,
and individuals; and practice meaningful congregational care.
While respecting our diversity, we courageously advocate for
justice and mercy, and intentionally respond to the needs of our
community and the world.
180 York Street, York, Maine 03909 w 207-363-3758
office@firstparishyork.net w www.firstparishyork.net

SUNDAY, JANUARY 6, 2019 ~ 9:30AM WORSHIP
EPIPHANY/COMMUNION
* Please stand if you are able. All people are invited to read bold face liturgy.
PRELUDE

“THE STAR PROCLAIMS THE KING IS HERE” J. Pachelbel (1653-1706)
Impression on “WE THREE KINGS” Alfred V. Fedak (b. 1953)

THE INVITATION God’s grace, mercy, and peace be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor Estelle Margarones

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Anyone in Christ becomes a new person altogether; the past is finished and gone, everything
has become fresh and new. Friends, believe the good news of the gospel: in Jesus Christ, we
are forgiven.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Pastor Dan Hollis

DEDICATION OF CHOIR ROBES

CHIMES FOR PRAYER AND MEDITATION

ANTHEM

“I WANT TO WALK AS A CHILD OF THE LIGHT” Kathleen Thomerson (b. 1934)
The text and music will be found on page 248 of your hymnal.
The congregation is invited to stand and sing verse 3 with the choir.
First Parish Sanctuary Choir

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Pastor Dan Hollis
People of God, the light of the world has come to us in Jesus the Christ.
Jesus walked on earth and brought light into our world.
Let us reflect His light!
We look to the Heavens to find our way!

PASTORAL PRAYER AND PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Pastor Dan Hollis

*OPENING HYMN

SCRIPTURE

Susan Saxton

“WE THREE KINGS OF ORIENT ARE”

No. 233

*HOSPITALITY MOMENT
Pastor Dan Hollis
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.”
(Please greet one another with a sign of God’s peace.)
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Pastor Estelle Margarones
Holy and gracious God, we come before you this day with excitement, humility, awe,
and wonder. We stand at the very beginning of a new year and thank you for both all
that has been and all that will yet be. Over the last several weeks, we have prepared our
hearts and our homes for the celebration of Christ coming into the world and we delight
in the new opportunities He offers. Yet, we confess that we sometimes fall short in
following Christ's way. Help us to be attentive to the signs that lead us to him. Forgive
us those times when we have chosen not to follow because we fear darkness or danger.
Help us to remember that you, Loving God, are always involved in our lives. May that
knowledge give us the strength and courage to always follow Jesus, who taught us to
pray, saying…

Gospel of Matthew 2:1-16

SERMON

N.T. 1

Pastor Estelle Margarones

OFFERING
OFFERTORY

“BORN TO BE THE BREAD” Ruth Elaine Schram
Thinking back upon Your humble birth;
such an unpretentious entrance
as Your life began on earth.
Growing in wisdom as You grew to be a man;
knowing Calvary loomed ahead. This was God’s plan.
You were born to be the Bread of Life to my soul.
First Parish Sanctuary Choir

*DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF COMMITMENT

No. 34

First Parish Church

THIS WEEK
Today, Sunday, January 6th

Monday, January 7th
Tuesday, January 8th
Wednesday, January 9th

Thursday, January 10th

Friday, January 11th
Sunday, January 13th

9:30am Worship
10:45am Reception-Estelle Margarones
11am Men’s Ensemble Rehearsal
5pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
8am Zumba
5-7pm Table of Plenty
6:30pm Assessors Meeting
8:30am Zumba
9am Women’s Bible Study
5pm Adult Bible Study
6:30pm Women on the Move-Parlor
6:30pm Common Hope Mission Meeting
8:30am Aerobics
5pm Sweet Spirit Rehearsal
6pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal
7pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
8:30am Aerobics
9:15am Hymn Sing
9:30am Worship/Gospel Music
11am Men’s Ensemble Rehearsal

Ministers
All the Members of the Congregation
Leading Worship Today:
Rev. Estelle Margarones
Rev. Dan Hollis
Staff
Wendell S. Purrington, Director of Music Ministries
Terrie Ilaria, Music Associate
Janet Cassidy, Church School Coordinator
First Parish Church Lay Leaders
Jan Jonas, Moderator
Thom Kearns, Vice Moderator
Ray Hamlin, Treasurer
Susan Mancinelli, Clerk

Congregational

United Church of Christ

WINTER FAITH FEATURES
Diana and George Parton
and the Train Night Regulars
invite you to join us for
Train Night Open House 2019
Saturday, January 12th
2PM - 6PM
This is an event for ALL ages.
Watch the trains, RUN the trains
and have some refreshments.
17 Wavecrest Drive in York Harbor
We hope you'll join us.

Helping Through Loose Change
In October $77 was collected for the Pastor’s
Discretionary Fund. The Stewardship Committee asks
you to share your loose change as you leave church
and put it in one of the wooden boxes in the Narthex
labeled “Helping Through Loose Change.” The loose
change for the months of January and February will go
to benefit the York Family Fund. The boxes are secure
so anytime you go by with loose change you can feel
confident the proceeds will go to a worthwhile church

TODAY’S GREETERS: Greeting you this morning are the members of the Diaconate.
COFFEE HOUR: Please join us for coffee and a reception in Fellowship Hall after worship to
welcome our Interim Senior Pastor Estelle Margarones. Your hosts today are the Diaconate and
the Church Council.
WELCOME GUESTS! We are grateful you joined us in worship today at First Parish Church.
Please fill in the “Invitation” card in your pew pocket, especially if you would like to receive our
Pastors’ regular email devotional messages. Just drop it in the collection plate. If you have any
questions, please introduce yourselves to the pastors as you leave the sanctuary or to a member of
our Hospitality Team (wearing yellow name tags). Please join us in Fellowship Hall after worship
for coffee and refreshments and meet our friendly fellow parishioners.
CHURCH SCHOOL INFO: All children come into church with your family. After the Children’s
Message, children will meet their teachers in the narthex. PreK-4th grade will be in the lower level
classrooms and grades 5-8 will be in the second floor classrooms of Fellowship Hall. After
services, parents are asked to come to your child’s classroom to meet their teacher and pick up
your children.
NURSERY CARE: is available every Sunday for children under 4 years old in our nursery in the
downstairs of the church. Sabrina, Bailey & Linda welcome you and your children.
COMMUNION SUNDAY: In the UCC we practice open Communion; all are welcome at Christ’s
table who wish to know Christ’s presence and share in the community of God’s people. If parents
would like their children to take part in the Sacrament of Holy Communion (held on the first
Sunday of every month), you will need to coordinate with their Sunday School teachers or
Nursery attendants so that you can go and retrieve your children at the appropriate time.
PASTORAL CARE: We want to provide care for you always, and in particular we hope you will let
us know if you or a family member are or will be hospitalized, so we can give you our care. York
Hospital, if a patient requests, will call us directly. Due to hospital confidentiality regulations, we
will know of your hospitalization only if you ask your family member or hospital staff to call us
and let us know.
EXITING THE SANCTUARY IN CASE OF AN EMERGENCY. The front half of the sanctuary will
exit to the front of the church through the two side doors. The back half of the sanctuary will exit
to the back of the sanctuary and either out the side ramp, or the front doors of the church. The
Deacons will help anyone in the lower level of the church exit out the back doors of the lower
level.

SAVE THE DATE
Sunday, January 13, 2109
Gospel Sunday
Sunday, January 20, 2019
Seacoast Community Chorus Concert
3pm – 5pm
First Parish Sanctuary
Saturday, February 23, 2019
Women on the Move – Tea
(more information to come)
2pm – 4pm
Fellowship Hall
Sunday, February 24, 2019
FPC Annual Meeting
after worship
Saturday, March 2, 2019
Leadership Retreat
9am – 12noon
Fellowship Hall

