Welcome Guests! We're glad you're here. You can learn more about us via the brochure in
the back of the seat in front of you, or at www.firstparishyork.net.
Restrooms: Restrooms are located on the lower level of this building, which is accessed by
stairs in the foyer. Wheelchair accessible restrooms can be found across the drive in
Fellowship Hall. For access during the worship service, please see a Deacon.
Nursery Care: Our downstairs nursery is not currently staffed due to our pandemic
restrictions, but you are welcome to accompany your child to the nursery at any point during
the worship and spend time there as a family if you feel that you need to.
Video and Streaming: We stream our worship services live and archive them
on www.youtube.com. If for privacy reasons you do not wish to have you or your children’s
faces appear on video, you can sit in pews that are marked on the ends with blue tape. Feel
free to ask a deacon to show you what those markings look like.
Photos: We regularly take photos for use in media. If you would prefer you or your child’s
image not be used, please inform a pastor after worship.
Sunday School: In response to the current state of the pandemic, our Sunday School
programs look a little different than usual! For now, Sunday School will be taking place
outside as often as weather permits, and when it doesn’t, we will adhere to strict masking and
distancing protocols inside the Fellowship Hall. During the school year, anyone age 4
through 8th grade is welcome to attend Sunday School. We ask that parents/guardians fill out
a registration form on the first visit; our Deacons will be happy to connect you with someone
from Sunday School before the children make their way outside. During the worship service,
following the Message for All Ages, children will be invited to meet with their teachers in
the church foyer. Together, students and teachers will make their way outside to take part in
fun and faith-based activities centered around a theme from the Bible. (Family members are
always welcome to attend Sunday School if you wish!) After worship is over, families can go
outside and sign out their children with the teachers. If you have any questions about the
masking and distancing protocols practiced by First Parish’s youth programs, please do reach
out to Pastor Dan or any of our Sunday School teachers. Sunday School is free of charge.
Pastoral Care: If you'd like to meet with a pastor, please call the office at (207) 363-3758,
or send an email to eric@firstparishyork.net or dan@firstparishyork.net. The pastors are also
available to make hospital visits, and we ask that you let us know if you or a family member
would like a visit. Due to hospital confidentiality regulations, the hospital will not inform us
unless you explicitly ask them to do so.
180 York Street, York, Maine 03909 w 207-363-3758
office@firstparishyork.net w www.firstparishyork.net

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2021 ~ 9:30AM WORSHIP
GRATITUDE SUNDAY

ANTHEM

Come, ye thankful people, and sing!
Let all the people delight in the Lord; let the people rejoice!
Come and worship with a thankful heart; together we lift up one voice.
Let all the people sing for joy with songs of praise;
for God has richly blessed us. A song of thanksgiving we raise.
Give thanks for life snd faith and health,
thanks for our share of work and wealth,
thanks for the love of Christ and friend,
thanks for the hope that has no end.
First Parish Sanctuary Choir

*Indicates a time when you are invited to stand if you choose.
PRELUDE “THANKS BE TO THEE” Siegfried Oches (1858-1929)
“SONGS OF THANKFULNESS AND PRAISE” (Salzburg)
Setting: Hal H. Hopson (b. 1933)
CALL TO WORSHIP

Pastor Dan Hollis

CHIMES FOR PRAYER AND MEDITATION
(Candles will be lit as a sign of Christ’s light in the world.)
GATHERING PRAYER (together)
Rev. Eric Dupee
God of the living, with all your creatures great and small we sing your bounty and your
goodness, for in the harvest of land and ocean, in the cycles of the seasons, and the
wonders of each creature, you reveal your generosity. Teach us the gratitude that dispels
envy, that we may honor each gift as you cherish your creation, and praise you in all
times and places in the name of Jesus, who taught us to pray...
LORD’S PRAYER (together)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
*OPENING HYMN

“PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING ”

No. 722

MESSAGE FOR ALL AGES
Rev. Eric Dupee
(Children ages 4 and up will be invited to go to the church foyer to meet with our Sunday
School teachers immediately following the Message for All Ages.)

"COME, YE THANKFUL PEOPLE, COME"
Words and Music: Allen Pote (b. 1945)

PASTORAL PRAYER AND PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
SCRIPTURE

Joel 2:21-27

O.T. 800

Polly Stanwood

SERMON

Pastor Dan Hollis

RESPONSE

Rev. Eric Dupee

OFFERING OUR GIFTS

“NOW THANK WE ALL OUR GOD”
Georg R. Kaufmann (1679-1735)

*DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF COMMITMENT

No. 34

*CLOSING HYMN “GOD OF THE AGES, WHOSE ALMIGHTY HAND” No. 728
(verses 1, 2 and 4)
CLOSING BLESSING AND THREEFOLD AMEN
POSTLUDE

Pastor Dan Hollis

“NOW THANK WE ALL OUR GOD” (from Cantata #79)
J.S. Bach 1685-1750)

The harvest table has been prepared by the Flower Committee
and will be donated to fill community Thanksgiving baskets.
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FAITH FEATURES
THIS WEEK
Today, Sunday, November 21st
Monday, November 22nd
Tuesday, November 23rd
Wednesday, November 24th
Thursday, November 25th
Friday, November 26th
Sunday, November 28th

9:30am Worship
10:45am Men’s Ensemble Rehearsal
5pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
8am Zumba
8:30am Yoga
8am Cardio/Strength
9:30am Women’s Bible Study
Thanksgiving Day
Parish Office Closed
8am Aerobics
Parish Office Closed
9:30am Worship
10:45am Men’s Ensemble Rehearsal
5pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

Ministers
All the Members of the Congregation
Leading Worship Today:
Pastor Dan Hollis
Reverend Eric Dupee
Staff
Wendell S. Purrington, Director of Music Ministries
Terrie Ilaria, Music Associate
First Parish Church Lay Leaders
Jan Jonas, Moderator
John Covino, Vice Moderator
Ray Hamlin, Treasurer
Susan Mancinelli, Clerk

Nativity Bible Study: Led by Pastor Dan on December 8th, 15th, & 22th @ 7:00pm
Many of us know the story of the birth of Jesus, but how long has it been since you’ve
really sat down and explored the accounts of Jesus’ birth at the source? What surprising
details do we often overlook, and what messages did God place there for you this Advent
season? Join Pastor Dan for a dive into one of the most famous tales of all time as we
wait for Christmas to arrive together. We’ll be meeting three Wednesdays in December at
7pm, and because the roads get so dark so early these days, we’ll be meeting virtually
over Zoom.
Be sure to read the following Scriptures in advance of each meeting!
December 8) Matthew 1:18-2:12
December 15) Luke 1:26-45
December 22) Luke 2:1-20
Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81200690584?pwd=T2xBeVd0a3pnNHNXd0tIRTVKd0dHZz
09
To get a Zoom invite via Email, or for the info you need to join us by phone instead,
contact Pastor Dan!
Green Tip/News: Think about changing your holiday shopping strategy. Consider a gift
card or donation to a cause that has meaning to the recipient. Not only will you reduce
waste and save energy, of every kind, but you’ll contribute to an organization doing good
work in the world. Consider this: break out of the consumer mindset that we must
constantly buy things- things we then have to care for and eventually dispose of.
Consignment shops, quirky boutiques, vintage shops, thrift stores, treasures abound!
"The Day the World Stopped Shopping" by J.B. MacKinnon “Consumed" by Aja Barber
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