*CLOSING HYMN

“OPEN THE EYES OF MY HEART”

THE BLESSING AND THREEFOLD AMEN
POSTLUDE

Recessional on “BEECHER”

No. 656
Rev. Estelle Margarones

Arr., Gordon Young (1919-1998)

Flowers are given in loving memory of our nephews, Mark and Kevin Lathrop
from Sherry and Jeffrey McConnell.

Welcome
Vision
Following the way of Jesus, we aspire to authentically invite,
courageously include, and generously serve all with
compassion and grace.

Mission
Following the way of Jesus, we celebrate inspirational worship;
create life-changing experiences for children, youth, families,
and individuals; and practice meaningful congregational care.
While respecting our diversity, we courageously advocate for
justice and mercy, and intentionally respond to the needs of our
community and the world.
180 York Street, York, Maine 03909 w 207-363-3758
office@firstparishyork.net w www.firstparishyork.net

SUNDAY, MARCH 17, 2019 ~ 9:30AM WORSHIP
SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT/NEW MEMBERS

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Pastor Dan Hollis

ANTHEM
* Please stand if you are able.
PRELUDE
Jig Fugue
“BE THOU MY VISION”

“FAIREST LORD JESUS”
Derek Hakes and Craig Courtney
Fairest Lord Jesus, Ruler of all nations, O thou of God and man the Son,
Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor, Thou, my soul’ s glory, joy, and crown.
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all the nations! Son of God and Son of Man!
Glory and honor, praise, adoration, now and forevermore.
(translation from 1677 Munster Gesangbuch by Joseph August Seiss -1873)
First Parish Sanctuary Choir

Johann Pachelbel (1637-1707)
Irish melody, arr., Edward Broughton

THE INVITATION God’s grace, mercy, and peace be with you. Rev. Estelle Margarones
And also with you.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHIMES FOR PRAYER AND MEDITATION
*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)
Pastor Dan Hollis
Let us be attentive to God's everlasting love.
We quiet the outer world and turn inward, to the place where Spirit dwells.
Let us be mindful of the season of renewal.
It is the season of Lent, a time to reflect on God's goodness!
*OPENING HYMN “THROUGHOUT THESE LENTEN DAYS AND NIGHTS”
(verses 1, 2, 5, 6)

No. 250

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
Judith Bagrud
Melissa Brown
Linda Chestney
Barbara Leavey
Meredith Schmid

Sponsor:
Sponsor:
Sponsor:
Sponsor:
Sponsor:

Sue Wierzba
Sandy LeBonte
Esther Martindale
Sandy LaBonte
Gail Gilchrest

CONGREGATIONAL WELCOME (unison)
We welcome you with joy as partners in the common life of this church. We promise
you our friendship and prayers as we share the hopes and labors of the church of Jesus
Christ. God grant that together we may continue to grow in God’s knowledge and love,
and share Christ’s light in the world.

*HOSPITALITY MOMENT
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.”
(Please greet one another with a sign of God’s peace.)

PASTORAL PRAYER AND PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

GATHERING PRAYER (unison)
Rev. Estelle Margarones
Holy Lord God, we praise your name. We praise your vision and your perspective.
Open our eyes that we may become aware of your presence in our midst. Grant us the
wisdom to see others as you see the world. Give us wisdom and understanding to
perceive things more fully. Let us look through a lens of love, as did your son Jesus, in
whose name we offer this prayer and the prayer he taught...

SCRIPTURE

THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

*DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF COMMITMENT

HYMN

“OPEN MY EYES, THAT I MAY SEE”
MATTHEW 20:1-16

Pastor Dan Hollis
No. 480

N.T. page 19

SERMON
OFFERING OUR GIFTS

Chuck Landry
Rev. Estelle Margarones

“THE KING OF LOVE MY SHEPHERD IS”
Irish melody, arr., Richard Cundick
No. 34

Pastor Dan Hollis

THIS WEEK
th

Today, Sunday, March 17

Monday, March 18th
Tuesday, March 19th
Wednesday, March 20th

Thursday, March 21st

Friday, March 22nd
Sunday, March 24th

First Parish Church
Congregational

9:30am Worship/Second Sunday of Lent/New
Members
11am Men’s Ensemble Rehearsal
5pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
8am Zumba
8:30am Yoga
5-7pm Table of Plenty
7pm Deacons Meeting
8:30am Zumba
9am Women’s Bible Study
10am Crafters Meeting
5pm Adult Bible Study
7pm Search Committee Meeting
8:30am Aerobics
10am Marketfest Committee Meeting
3:30pm Stewardship Committee Meeting
5pm Sweet Spirit Rehearsal
5:30pm Thursday Evening Worship
6pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal
7pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
8:30am Aerobics
9:30am Worship/Third Sunday of Lent
2pm Youth Group-High School-Cooking
Competition
5pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

Ministers
All the Members of the Congregation
Leading Worship Today:
Rev. Esteslle Margarones
Rev. Dan Hollis
Staff
Wendell S. Purrington, Director of Music Ministries
Terrie Ilaria, Music Associate
Janet Cassidy, Church School Coordinator
First Parish Church Lay Leaders
Jan Jonas, Moderator
Thom Kearns, Vice Moderator
Ray Hamlin, Treasurer
Susan Mancinelli, Clerk

United Church of Christ

WINTER FAITH FEATURES
Food, Faith and Fun: Family Worship on Thursdays
All are Welcome
March Series: Games!
Join us for food, faith, and fun on Thursdays at 5:30 in Fellowship Hall.
We'll have a family-friendly evening that features a simple supper, fun activities,
excellent music, and faith stories. If you haven't been in a while, come see what's
new!
Thursday worship is 5:30-6:50pm in Fellowship Hall.

YOU ARE INVITED
to be an important part of the newly formed Creation Care
Committee (CCC) under the Mission Team umbrella. Looking for
at least 3-5 people interested in embarking on assisting all of us in
becoming a "greener" church. We hope to assess where we are,
determine our carbon footprint, focus on raising our collective
awareness and educate those affiliated with us and our community
and then ACT!
We will ALL be learning together as we embark on this journey.
Our first meeting will be after coffee hour
April 7 at 12noon with a light lunch (note date change).

Name tags help us get to know one another. If you're new to First Parish, we'd
be happy to make you a name tag (as it's a greener option than wearing stick
on tags each week). Please let our Hospitality Team or a pastor know that you
need one.

Welcome Guests! We're glad you're here. Restrooms are available on the lower level of
this building. Handicap accessible restrooms are in Fellowship Hall, next door. You're
invited to enjoy coffee at "coffee hour" in Fellowship Hall immediately following
worship. Our Hospitality Team (wearing yellow name tags) would be happy to assist you
if you have any questions. If you'd like more information about the church, please fill out
the Welcome Card in your pew back and either drop it in the collection plate or hand it to
a Pastor after worship.
If you would like a Hearing Assistance Device, a Deacon will be happy to provide one.
Nursery Care: During worship, our trained caregivers welcome children 3 and under to
the nursery located on the lower level of this building. Sabrina, Bailey and Linda
welcome you and your children.
th

Sunday School: All youth ages PreK-8 grade are welcome to attend Sunday School.
After the Children's Message, youth meet up with their teachers in the church foyer.
Together, students and teachers make their way to the Fellowship Hall classrooms. After
worship, parents are asked to pick up children in their classrooms. Guests are welcome to
attend Sunday School and we ask that parents/guardians fill out a registration form on the
first visit.
Exiting in Case of Emergency: In the event of an emergency, the front half of the
church (nearest the altar) will exit through the two side doors. The back half of the
church (nearest the foyer) will exit out the front doors and side ramp. The Deacons will
assist those on the lower level to exit out the lower level back doors.
Pastoral Care: If you'd like to meet with a pastor, please call the office at 363-3758. For
emergency pastoral care after office hours and on weekends, you may reach one of the
pastors by calling 207-358-9776. The pastors are available to make hospital visits and
we invite you to let us know if you or a family member would like a visit. Due to hospital
confidentiality regulations, the hospital will not inform us unless you ask them to do so.
Photos: We regularly take photos for use on social media. If you would prefer your or
your child’s photo not be used, please inform a pastor after worship.

FROM THE FIRST PARISH CHURCH
HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Judith Bagrud: I grew up in Conway, New Hampshire. I attended the University of New
Hampshire and moved to Boston and a career with New England Telephone. I married and
moved to Billerica, Massachusetts where we raised our son. We lived there and belonged to the
First Congregational Church for 40 years. After retiring to raise my son I worked a second career
with Life Skills students at the local high school. I followed my son and his family to York a few
years ago and began to visit Congregational churches in this area. The ministers and
congregation here are so welcoming and the music is splendid. I am truly blessed.
Melissa Brown: My husband and I recently moved to York from Vermont. We have two grown
children and their families living in the area. I will be a grandma for the second time in
September. Years ago when our children were young we would vacation at York Beach each
summer. I enjoy being with my family, walking on the beach, traveling and snowshoeing. I
wanted to find a way to meet people and help in ways I considered fun and worthwhile. I joined
Altrusa of the Seacoast and work for the Marshwood Schools. I was a member of the
Congregational Church in Barre and after visiting other churches in the area I came back to First
Parish because I felt very welcomed here.
Linda Chestney: I grew up in South Dakota and came east to attend school. I earned a master’s
degree in Nonfiction Writing from the University of New Hampshire. I owned a book publishing
company for 20 years and worked with my husband’s financial services business for 25 years.
I’m an art critic for regional publications and president of the UNH Museum of Art. I have been
involved in several leadership roles in my past church. I live on the ocean in Rye, New
Hampshire in the home my husband and I bought 3 years ago, 7 months before his death.
Barbara Leavey: After having vacationed here for many years with my family, it just felt natural
to call York home. I spent the last 30 years in Poughkeepsie, New York and in 2017 moved here
with my 4 dogs. I enjoy walking on the beach, quilting, traveling and volunteering in the
community. I love spending time with my son, Andrew in State College, Pennsylvania and my
other son, Bryce in Santa Fe, New Mexico.
Meredith Schmid: I grew up in Pennsylvania and lived for many years in Washington DC, where
I worked for the Intelligence Community and the Department of Justice. Four years ago, my
husband Matt and I moved to York with our sons, Charlie and George, for a better quality of life.
I now practice criminal defense in the York courts and serve on the York School Committee. I
am happy to be joining First Parish, whose open and caring community have been so welcoming
to my family. I am blessed to be sponsored by my mother, Gail Gilchrest, who also moved to
Maine in recent years and is an integral part of our lives.

MARCH 31
Michelle Surdoval, YCSA Executive Director and Maureen
Monson Director of YCSA Food Pantry will announce their new
roles and mission of the Table of Plenty. They will be available
after worship in Fellowship Hall for further discussion and
questions. The Mission Team is continuing to raise the awareness
of our congregation to the organizations that we as a church support by offering
'Mission Moments' whenever there is a FIFTH Sunday of the month.

SUMMER CAMP AT PILGRIM LODGE
What is Pilgrim Lodge?
• A beautiful camp on Lake Cobbosseecontee in West Gardiner, Maine
• Just 2 hours north of Kittery
• Weekly and weekend programs
• Fun, fellowship, faith-filled experiences
• Everyone is welcome-no church affiliation necessary
• Owned and operated by the Maine Conference of the UCC
• Swimming, canoeing and hiking
• Programs for all ages from 3rd grade to grandparents
www.pilgrimlodge.org
Information at Opportunity Table and the Parish Office.

Over the next few months, we'll be writing the Church Profile
to attract candidates for the Settled Senior Pastor position.
During this time, we'll be exploring three questions with you:
Who are we? Who is our neighbor? Who is God calling us to
become? We'll be holding small group sessions during coffee
hour on Sunday March 31 and Sunday April 7. Childcare will be available.

Helping Through Loose Change
The Stewardship Committee asks you to share your loose change as
you leave church and put it in one of the wooden boxes in the Narthex
labeled “Helping Through Loose Change.” The loose change for the
months of March and April will go to benefit Ending 68 Hours of
Hunger. The boxes are secure so anytime you go by with loose change
you can feel confident the proceeds will go to a worthwhile church ministry.

WOMEN ON THE MOVE
PORTLAND MUSEUM of ART
Saturday, April 27, 2019

Guests and Visitors Considering Membership
New members will be joining
Sunday, June 9, 2019
If you have any questions or to let us know you plan to
join please contact
Sue Wierzba, Hospitality Team Coordinator
susanwierzba@gmail.com
207-361-4541
office@firstparishyork.net
207-363-3758

We are going to the Portland Museum of Art and a tour of the 19th century American
artist, Winslow Homer’s studio at Prouts Neck.
• Rain or shine-some areas at the studio are difficult to access.
• Advance registration required by calling 207-775-6148 or online at
PortlandMuseum.org/Homer or in person at the museum.
• Cost is $55 for both the museum and studio tour.
Will car pool from First Parish Church.
Contact Dianne Goodwin
207-361-1444
gooddee4u@aol.com

