First Parish Church
Congregational

United Church of Christ

Welcome
Following the way of Jesus, we aspire to authentically invite,
courageously include, and generously serve all with
compassion and grace.

Following the way of Jesus, we celebrate inspirational worship;
create life-changing experiences for children, youth, families,
and individuals; and practice meaningful congregational care.
While respecting our diversity, we courageously advocate for
justice and mercy, and intentionally respond to the needs of our
community and the world.

SUNDAY, APRIL 29, 2018 ~ 9:30AM WORSHIP
* Please stand if you are able. All people are invited to read bold face liturgy.
PRELUDE

Rondo in D
Marin Marais (1656-1728)
“OUR FATHER, WHO ART IN HEAVEN”
J.C. Bach (1642-1703)
Pastorale
Francois Couperin (1668-1733)

THE INVITATION God’s grace, mercy, and peace be with you.
And also with you.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS A Word from the First Parish Moderator, Jan Jonas
CHIMES FOR PRAYER AND MEDITATION
*CALL TO WORSHIP
Pastor Anna V. Copeland
We gather together in the presence of God, the Lord of heaven and earth:
the Creator of our world and everything in it;
the One who gave us life and breath,
the One who is never far away from any of us,
the One in whom we live and move and have our being.
Let’s worship God together!
*OPENING HYMN

“LORD, YOU GIVE THE GREAT COMMISSION”

No. 592

*HOSPITALITY MOMENT
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.”
(Please greet one another with a sign of God’s peace.)
GATHERING PRAYER
Pastor Dan Hollis
Lord God of heaven and earth, Creator of our world, and everything in it,
yet as close to us as our own breath—holy is Your name.
In You we live and move and have our being; we are Your own children,
the work of Your hands.
We pray that Your Holy Spirit would move among us as we worship,
opening our eyes to Your presence, opening our ears to Your Word.
Receive the worship of our hearts and minds and bodies; that it may be a pleasing
offering to You.
We pray in the name of Christ, in whose death and resurrection we find life….

THIS WEEK
Today, Sunday, April 29th

Monday, April 30th
Tuesday, May 1st
Wednesday, May 2nd
Thursday, May 3rd

Friday, May 4th
Sunday, May 6th

9:30am Worship/ Mission Moment
10:45am Coffee Hour-Open and Affirming
Task Force
5pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
8:30am Zumba
8:30am Yoga
5-7pm Table of Plenty
7pm Pastoral Relations Committee Meeting
8:30am Aerobics
9am Women’s Bible Study
5pm Word of Life-Bible Study
8:30am Aerobics
4:30pm Willing Voices Rehearsal
5pm Sweet Spirit Rehearsal
5:30pm Thursday Evening Worship
6pm Handbells Choir Rehearsal
7pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
7:30pm Confirmation Class
8:30am Zumba
9:30am Worship/Communion
5pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
6pm 9-12 Youth Group

Ministers
All the Members of the Congregation
Leading Worship Today:
Rev. Dr. Anna V. Copeland
Rev. Dan Hollis
Staff
Wendell S. Purrington, Director of Music Ministries
Terrie Ilaria, Music Associate
Janet Cassidy, Church School Coordinator
First Parish Church Lay Leaders
Jan Jonas, Moderator
Thom Kearns, Vice Moderator
Ray Hamlin, Treasurer

THE LORD’S PRAYER (using “debts”)
Our Father…forgive us our debts…Amen
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
ANTHEM

“HOPE IS THE BREATH OF MUSIC”
Music: Victor C. Johnson/Lyrics: Herb Frombach
Hope is the breath of music that lives within the soul;
a melody that flows along and never stops at all.
Hope is a song that ends not when life becomes a storm.
Its voice is heard above the rain and keeps the spirit warm.
Hope will sing and hope remains when others fade away.
No raging sea nor darkest hour can bid this hope not stay.
Sweet Spirit

TESTIMONY

Nelson Walter

PASTORAL PRAYER AND PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
HYMN

“LORD, SPEAK TO ME”

SCRIPTURE
SERMON

Acts 17:16-31
“BEST KEPT SECRET”

No. 593
N.T. 120
Pastor Anna V. Copeland

OFFERING
Your financial gift, pledge or donation to the work of First Parish Church responds gratefully
to God’s gracious provision for your life. Your gift also makes provision possible for others
who are in need of God’s Good News.
OFFERTORY DUET

“LET THERE BE PEACE ON EARTH”
Arr., Mark Hayes

*DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF COMMITMENT
No. 34
God of mercy, by Your creation and care we live. Bless these offerings that through them we
may nurture others as You have nurtured us. May these gifts from the work of our hands
become the work of Your hands in this church, this community, and the wider world of Your
children. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN

“I SING A SONG OF THE SAINTS OF GOD”

WELCOME GUESTS! We are grateful you joined us in worship today at First Parish
Church. Please fill in the “Invitation” card in our pew pocket, especially if you would like
to receive our mid-week e-mail devotional message the “Pastor’s Pen.” Just drop it in the
collection plate. If you have any questions, please introduce yourselves to the pastors as
you leave the sanctuary or to a member of our Hospitality Team (wearing yellow name
tags). Please join us in Fellowship Hall after worship for coffee and refreshments and
meet our friendly fellow parishioners.
CHURCH SCHOOL INFO: All children come into church with your family. After the
Children’s Message, children will meet their teachers in the narthex. PreK-6th grade will
be in the lower level classrooms of Fellowship Hall. After services, parents are asked to
come to your child’s classroom to meet their teacher and pick up your children. Please
note that on Communion Sunday (first Sunday of the month), Grades 5 and 6 return to the
sanctuary to participate in communion with the congregation.

HYMN

TODAY’S GREETERS: Greeting you this morning is Lynne Tocci.
COFFEE HOUR: Please join us for coffee hour after worship in Fellowship Hall hosted by
the Open and Affirming Task Force.
PASTORAL CARE: We want to provide care for you always, and in particular we hope you
will let us know if you or a family member are or will be hospitalized, so we can give you
our care. York Hospital, if a patient requests, will call us directly. Due to hospital
confidentiality regulations, we will know of your hospitalization only if you ask your
family member or hospital staff to call us and let us know.
EXITING THE SANCTUARY IN CASE OF AN EMERGENCY. The front half of the sanctuary
will exit to the front of the church through the two side doors. The back half of the
sanctuary will exit to the back of the sanctuary and either out the side ramp, or the front
doors of the church. The Deacons will help anyone in the lower level of the church exit
out the back doors of the lower level.

180 York Street, York, Maine 03909 w 207-363-3758
office@firstparishyork.net w www.firstparishyork.net

HYMN

Revival Show featuring our very own Joyce Andersen!
All are invited to see Joyce Andersen perform her “common-grounding, freedomsounding, joy-abounding music” at the West End Studio Theatre in Portsmouth on
Friday, May 11 at 8pm! While she is performing at this intimate theatre 3 times during
Mother’s Day Weekend, Women on the Move is organizing a trip to the Friday night
performance. $20 adult admission. FMI about Joyce and her “rogue violin and soulful
side-kick guitar,” go to www.joyscream.com.
Anyone interested in the Friday 8pm performance can carpool from Fellowship Hall at
7:15pm or meet at the theatre (959 Islington St.) at 7:45pm. FMI about going as a
group on Friday night, contact kathymcqueeney@hotmail.com or 603-580-1184

THE BLESSING AND THREEFOLD AMEN
You are the body of Christ.
May you have the heart of Christ, tender for mercy.
May you have the eyes of Christ to see a world in need.
May you have the feet of Christ to bring good news.
Go in peace!
And God go with you.
POSTLUDE

Trumpet Tune

John Stanley (1713-1786)

Flowers are given in loving memory of our parents by Karen and Chuck Landry.
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SPRING FAITH FEATURES
Open and Affirming Task Force
This morning the ONA Task Force will present the Open and Affirming (Proposed)
Covenant that has been discussed for some time. We will highlight this faith-based
process and discuss outcomes: what is included in the proposal and the rationale for it.
Discussion will follow during Coffee Hour in Fellowship Hall. Please join us.

Can we be of assistance...rides to appointments, food shopping, spring
cleanup, broken screen door repair? Your church family is waiting to
help!! Call the office and ask! 207-363-3758.
Mission@Home team

Everyone at First Parish Can Help Make Two New Banners for
our Sanctuary – Sunday, May 6

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!
FOX'S LOBSTER HOUSE
Wednesday, May 23rd at 6:00 PM
Dinner Selections are:
Fresh Maine Lobster, Maple Glazed Salmon, Baked Fresh Haddock, Golden Fried
Shrimp, or Petite Filet Mignon.
SURPRISE, Fun & Fabulous Entertainment!
Tenley Westbrook, a singer-songwriter and worship leader from Portsmouth, NH, will be
returning for the 2018 Fox's Supper Club Event on May 23, 2018 6PM with a
program entitled "God Bless America". Come celebrate our country and its many
blessings and enjoy the fellowship and a delicious meal.
Only $25 per person plus $5 suggested gratuity
Please pay with cash or personal check at Fox’s
For Reservations and Dinner Selection
contact the Parish Office
207-363-3758
office@firstparishyork.net

On Sunday May 6, outside, just after worship, Sue Wierzba will have prepared
two silk panels on frames with a design pre-drawn on them with resist. The
theme is that of Communion, “Bread and Wine. ” This design will be depicted
on two different, but similar-in-style banners.
Everyone will have an opportunity to use brushes to paint the dye on the
prepared silk frames. No artistic ability is needed. The design will already be
on the banners. All we need is our church “family” to add their stroke of grace,
peace, love, faith, color, and joy to the panels.
Sue Wierzba 207-361-4541

Ronald A. Parsons Scholarship and
Diaconate Scholarship
High School Seniors
who will be attending college in the fall and
Youth who attend Pilgrim Lodge Summer Camp.
Contact the Church Office for applications
207-363-3758
office@firstparishyork.net
DEADLINE FRIDAY, MAY 11, 2018

Open and Affirming Task Force Update
PROPOSED OPEN AND AFFIRMING COVENANT
For Engagement, Conversation and Discussion
We covenant with God and with one another as members of First Parish
Church to be an Open and Affirming Church.
We affirm the dignity and worth of every person created in the image of
God. We are one body with many members: people of every age, marital
status, family structure, faith background, physical and mental ability,
sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, racial and cultural
identity, and socio-economic status.
Guided by the Holy Spirit, we invite all into the full life, ministry, and
sacraments of the church.
We honor the guiding principle that discrimination is incompatible with
Christ's message of unconditional love.

The Church Council reviewed at their April meeting the work of the
Open and Affirming Task Force, appointed nearly a year ago by Council
to pursue an open and affirming process to fulfill our church mission
which was passed at the Annual Meeting in February of 2017 as follows:
Following the way of Jesus, we aspire to authentically invite,
courageously include and generously serve all with compassion and
grace.
After months of fruitful discussion, educative forums and testimonies,
the Church Council will be soliciting your feedback on this process. We
will be conducting a straw poll in the early May, asking if we were to
hold a Congregational Meeting today to vote on the proposed Open and
Affirming Statement, would you vote yes or no to move forward with it.
The letter will come to your home, and we encourage you to respond in
the self-addressed and stamped envelope to this initial draft. This will
help the Church Council discern next steps.
The Open and Affirming DRAFT completed January 10, 2018 follows on
other side:

