THE BLESSING AND THREEFOLD AMEN
Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding.
Seek God’s will in all you do, and God will direct your path.
(Proverbs 3:5-6, New Living Translation)
POSTLUDE

Hornpipe (from Water Music)

G.F. Handel (1685-1759)
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Flowers are given in memory of my husband and best friend, Norman J. Macdonald
by Carol Macdonald.

WELCOME GUESTS! We are grateful you joined us in worship today at First Parish Church. Please fill in
the “Invitation” card in our pew pocket, especially if you would like to receive our mid-week e-mail
devotional message the “Pastor’s Pen.” Just drop it in the collection plate. If you have any questions, please
introduce yourselves to the pastors as you leave the sanctuary or to a member of our Hospitality Team
(wearing yellow name tags). Please join us in Fellowship Hall after worship for coffee and refreshments
and meet our friendly fellow parishioners.
CHURCH SCHOOL: All children will remain in church today. Nursery care provided downstairs for
children 4 years old and under. Summer Bags available in the back of the church. Church School will
resume in early September.

Welcome
Vision
Following the way of Jesus, we aspire to authentically invite,
courageously include, and generously serve all with
compassion and grace.

TODAY’S GREETERS: Greeting you this morning is Linda Hart.
COFFEE HOUR: Please join us for coffee hour after worship in Fellowship Hall.
PASTORAL CARE: We want to provide care for you always, and in particular we hope you will let us know
if you or a family member are or will be hospitalized, so we can give you our care. York Hospital, if a
patient requests, will call us directly. Due to hospital confidentiality regulations, we will know of your
hospitalization only if you ask your family member or hospital staff to call us and let us know.
EXITING THE SANCTUARY IN CASE OF AN EMERGENCY. The front half of the sanctuary will exit to the
front of the church through the two side doors. The back half of the sanctuary will exit to the back of the
sanctuary and either out the side ramp, or the front doors of the church. The Deacons will help anyone in
the lower level of the church exit out the back doors of the lower level.
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Mission
Following the way of Jesus, we celebrate inspirational worship;
create life-changing experiences for children, youth, families,
and individuals; and practice meaningful congregational care.
While respecting our diversity, we courageously advocate for
justice and mercy, and intentionally respond to the needs of our
community and the world.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 12, 2018 ~ 9:30AM WORSHIP
* Please stand if you are able. All people are invited to read bold face liturgy.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SPECIAL MUSIC

9:15AM HYMN SING
THE INVITATION God’s grace, mercy, and peace be with you.
And also with you.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mission Moment-DeDe Cadieux

PRELUDE FOR PRAYER AND MEDITATION
Hymn Prelude on “NYLAND”
Setting: Gordon Young (1919-1998)
*CALL TO WORSHIP
Pastor Anna V. Copeland
Happy are those whose hope is in God, maker of heaven and earth—
for God keeps faith forever!
God executes justice for the oppressed and gives food for the hungry.
God sets the prisoners free and opens the eyes of the blind.
God lifts up those who are bowed down.
God watches over the strangers and upholds the orphan and the widow.
People of God, sing praise to the One who is your help—
for God keeps faith forever! (Inspired by Psalm 146)
*OPENING HYMN

“LORD, SPEAK TO ME”

No. 593

*HOSPITALITY MOMENT
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.”
(Please greet one another with a sign of God’s peace.)
GATHERING PRAYER
Faithful God, you draw near to us in our joy and in our grief, in our hope and in our
despair. When we are bowed down, you raise us anew. We turn to you now in search of
your healing touch. God of compassion and love, move among us this hour. Open our
eyes, dispel our fears, and show us the path to life.
We pray this in the name of the Risen One, Jesus the Christ, who taught us to pray...
THE LORD’S PRAYER (using “debts”)
Our Father…forgive us our debts…Amen

“MAKE ME A CHANNEL OF YOUR PEACE”
(Prayer of St. Francis) S. Temple and J. Holstein
Esther Martindale, piano

PASTORAL PRAYER AND PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
SUNG PRAYER RESPONSE

“SEEK YE FIRST”

No. 349

SCRIPTURE
Matthew 13:44-46
N.T. 13 Karen Peterson
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid;
then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one
pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.”
SERMON

Pastor Anna V. Copeland

OFFERING
God planted treasure in the field of your life. Return now a portion of your harvest for the
sake of all who hunger and thirst.
OFFERTORY SOLO “BEAUTY FOR BROKENNESS” Graham Kendrick
God of the poor, friend of the weak,
Give us compassion we pray,
Melt our cold hearts, let tears fall like rain.
Come, change our love from a spark to a flame.
Vivan Martindale, baritone
Linda Drew, accompanist
*DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF COMMITMENT
No. 34
Holy God, source of all good things, you have blessed your children with many gifts to serve
and to build your kingdom on earth as in heaven. As we dedicate our tithes and offerings
today, remind us not only to open our wallets but also our hearts and our whole being to make
your love and compassion the norm for all people. We pray this in Christ’s name. Amen.
*CLOSING HYMN

“YOU ARE MY ALL IN ALL”

No. 427

First Parish Church

THIS WEEK
Today, Sunday, August 12th

Monday, August 13th

Tuesday, August 14th

Wednesday, August 15th
Thursday, August 16th
th

Friday, August 17
Sunday, August 19th

9:15am Hymn Sing
9:30am Worship/Special Music- Esther and
Vivan Martindale
10:45am Storyteller-DeDe Cadieux
8am Zumba
3pm Stewardship Committee Meeting
4:30pm Mission Committee Meeting
6:30pm Women on the Move-Fran Lalley’s
Residence
8:30am Yoga
5-7pm Table of Plenty
6pm Common Hope Mission Trip Meeting
6:30pm Assessors Meeting
8:30am Zumba
8:30am Aerobics
6pm-8pm The Greatest Gift Concert-on the
Village Green Stage
8:30am Aerobics
9:15am Hymn Sing
9:30am Worship/ Special Music-Terrie Ilaria
and Karen Lynge
10:45am Storyteller-Carol Macdonald

Ministers
All the Members of the Congregation
Leading Worship Today:
Rev. Dr. Anna V. Copeland
Rev. Dan Hollis
Staff
Wendell S. Purrington, Director of Music Ministries
Terrie Ilaria, Music Associate
Janet Cassidy, Church School Coordinator
First Parish Church Lay Leaders
Jan Jonas, Moderator
Thom Kearns, Vice Moderator
Ray Hamlin, Treasurer
Susan Mancinelli, Clerk
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United Church of Christ

SUMMER FAITH FEATURES
Women On the Move
Ladies and Gentlemen, a treat for the eyes and ears!
The 39 Steps, Live Radio Play
Today, August 12th
2pm
Hamilton House
Inspired by Alfred Hitchcock’s classic tale, period actors, vintage-style commercials, sound
effects and twists and turns will star in this romantic thriller.
Carpooling 12:15pm from church or meet us there 40 Vaughn Lane, South Berwick.
Bring - everyone, chairs, snacks and picnic there by the Salmon River and gardens.

New summer program! STORYTELLER
Every Sunday through August 26 one of our church family will be
spending 10-15 minutes telling us about themselves, their life, their
spiritual journey, their greatest accomplishment, etc. We will convene at
10:45AM after worship on the lawn or in Fellowship Hall. DeDe Cadieux will be the Storyteller
today.

Save the Date!
Sunday, September 16, 2018
Godspeed Gathering for Pastor Anna and Ellis
Open House from 2 PM to 5 PM
Invitation with Details to Follow
Helping Through Loose Change
Thank you for your donations of $125 in the month of July to support the
Youth Mission Trip.
The Stewardship Committee asks you to share your loose change as you leave
church and put it in one of the wooden boxes in the Narthex labeled “Helping
Through Loose Change.” The loose change from the month of August will go
to End 68 Hours of Hunger.

