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THE MESSENGER
VISION
Following the Way of
Jesus, we aspire to
authentically invite,
courageously include,
and generously serve all
with compassion and
grace.
MISSION
Following the Way of
Jesus, we celebrate
inspirational worship;
create life-changing
experiences for
children, youth, families,
and individuals; and
practice meaningful
congregational care.
While respecting our
diversity, we
courageously advocate
for justice and mercy,
and intentionally
respond to the needs of
our community and
the world.
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S HARING G OOD N EWS – January 2019
These last few months have been among the most Spirit-filled of my
life. It has truly been a joy and an honor to help steward our church
through this transition time as we await the arrival of our Interim
Senior Pastor. I write these words less than a week before
Christmas Eve, and I have faith that all of our Christmas-adjacent
services went well and were full of hope, peace, joy, and love.
It has truly been inspiring to me to see the leadership and the
congregation of this church come together these last few months as
we seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit following the retirement of
Pastor Anna. First Parish Church truly is the community of faith it
has always purported to be. This is not a church to batten down the
hatches when things get complicated. This is a church that extends
the hand of Christian fellowship to one another, and outward into
this fascinatingly complex world of ours.
This church has not stumbled in its mission to provide lifechanging experiences to individuals and families of all ages, and I
have witnessed so many acts of meaningful congregational care
among you all. We have touched so many lives as summer has
shifted into winter, lives both within our congregation and without.
We have brightened people’s holidays, and been the hand-up that
so many needed to get back on their feet again. We have welcomed
many into our doors and into the life of our church, alumni and
newcomers alike, receiving them with open arms and committed
hearts. We have seen growth both in numbers and in Spirit, and we
have worked alongside our neighbors in this community and our
companions of other faiths and denominations to do some truly
great things this year.
Truly I tell you, the people of this church have been following the
way of Jesus. Standing on the firm foundation of what has come
before, we look forward to the next sunrise as we carry the spirit of
First Parish in our hearts every step of the way. I don’t know about
you, but I’m excited to see what comes next.
Yours in faith,
Pastor Dan Hollis
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Message from the Moderator
One of the highlights of the Advent Season at First Parish is the Drive Thru
Nativity. Though the name of the event belies its sacred nature, (who sees kings,
shepherds, Joseph and Mary and others from a car window!), we who have been
part of DTN are well aware that this gift to our community tells the story of
Christmas with beauty, reverence and tenderness. How do others see the story
we are telling? At the end of the Drive Thru, a volunteer says good-bye and
“Merry Christmas” as folks drive away. I would like to share with you some of the
telling responses he heard: “Thank you – this is the spirit of Christmas!”, “Bless
you!”, “Can I drive through again?”, “This is our family tradition now.”, and from a
little girl, “When will they come alive?” The Drive Thru Nativity is an effort that
takes many to accomplish, and patient organizers that work hard to see that the
story is told.
As we enter a new year, let’s consider taking our experience with the Drive Thru
as a metaphor for congregational life at First Parish. We have a story to tell so
let’s share it with purpose and dedication. Working together we can achieve
much. Doing our small parts in the Big Picture, each of us has a role living into
our Vision Statement: Following the way of Jesus, we aspire to authentically invite,
courageously include, and generously serve all with compassion and grace.
Faithfully,
Jan Jonas, Moderator

CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES AVAILABLE ONLINE
First Parish Church has a password protected member section on our website, www.firstparishyork.net, where Church Council
meeting minutes and corresponding attachments are posted. To get the user name and password, call the church office at 3633758 between 9am and 2pm, Monday through Friday. Because this site stores only approved minutes, there is a one month
delay in posting approved minutes. Thank you for not sharing password information within an email or beyond members.
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC
JANUARY 2019
Sunday, January 6, 2019
Epiphany/Communion
“Born to be the Bread” - Sanctuary Choir
Sunday, January 13, 2019
First Sunday After Epiphany/9:45am Hymn Sing
Gospel Sunday/Baptism
Sanctuary Choir, Sweet Spirit, Bow Tie Guys
Sunday, January 20, 2019
Second Sunday After Epiphany
Special Music
Seacoast Community Chorus Concert
3pm
First Parish Church
Sunday, January 27, 2019
Third Sunday After Epiphany
Sanctuary Choir

ATTENDANCE
December 2018 Worship
12/2/18: 169
12/9/18: 188
12/16/18: 177
12/23/18: 171
12/24/18: 242-5:30pm
199-8pm
82-11pm
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I understand that the word “January” is derived from the Roman god Janus. He
was the god of beginnings, gates, transitions, time, duality, doorways, passages,
and endings. He is usually depicted as having two faces—one looking backwards
and the other looking forwards. I suppose the image is that one face looks back at
the previous year, while the other looks ahead to the future. I am also told that a
runner is supposed to look up and scan the area all the time while moving. (Here’s
hoping that I follow that suggestion!) At the memorial service recently for a
choral conductor friend of mine, the priest’s message was one that every choir
director reminds his/her singers: “Look up…and look ahead!”
The advice is very sound in each of these instances: move into the light. The new
year offers us the opportunity to do just that—look towards the light. The Wise
Men followed the light of a brilliant star in search of the newborn Christ Child, and
we celebrate their arrival at the Bethlehem manger on Epiphany Sunday, January
6. On that same day, we will celebrate Holy Communion and the arrival of Pastor
Estelle to First Parish! We will celebrate the birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr.
with special gospel music on Sunday 13 January.
In the spirit of the season, the Seacoast Community Chorus will present its annual
Winter Concert entitled “Towards the Light” on Sunday 20 January at 3PM in our
sanctuary. Many members of the sanctuary choir sing with SCC, and are looking
forward to presenting music of Handel, Sibelius, and John Leavitt, as well as
several other pieces including “Guiding Light,” “Give Me Your Tired, Your Poor,”
and “Ride the Chariot.”
Come to church, continue the spirit of Christmas, and follow the light of Christ.
Join us each week to sing the praises of God and hear the Good news of God’s
love.
Stay warm and loving…because LOVE always wins!
WSP
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CHURCH SCHOOL
HAPPENINGS
January & February 2019

•
•
•
•
•

COOL BIBLE ADVENTURES
MUSIC & MORE
PROJECTS with a PURPOSE
FROZEN FUN & GAMES
SNOW SHOW

FILL A SUITCASE FOR
GUATEMALA - COMMON HOPE
MISSION TRIP
Kids and families - Help us fill a suitcase with
school and art supplies that our First Parish
Team can take with them to Guatemala in
January. We will collect supplies on January
6th and 13th. A list of items you can donate
will be sent to you by email after Christmas.

6

December was a great month for Youth Group! Even though we ended early
for the holiday season, we crammed a lot of good stuff into the weeks we had!
Hide-and-seek and flashlight tag, a chaperone hunt in the mall, games and
group challenges, and a harrowing adventure of teamwork and critical
thinking through an impossible cabin with a terrifying resident. It has been a
joy to watch our young people grow and gain confidence in themselves,
comfort in the church, and compassion and respect for one another. Youth
Group is about fun, sure, but it’s about so much more underneath that. Building
community, discovering who we are and who we want to be, taking risks,
having a safe place to be ourselves, and carrying the light of God’s love with us
out into the world.
We will be starting Youth Group back up again either at the end of January
or the beginning of February. The schedule is forthcoming! If you would like
know more about Youth Group, if you would like to be added to the Email list
for info about upcoming events, or if you are interested in volunteering to help
supervise youth during events, please contact dan@firstparishyork.net
Individual Youth Served in December by the First Parish Youth Groups: 20
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BECOME A MEMBER
OF FIRST PARISH CHURCH?
Guests and Visitors Considering Membership
You are invited to a
Hospitality Brunch
Sunday, March 3, 2019
10:45 - Noon
Rev. Estelle Margarones and Rev. Dan Hollis and First Parish Church invite you
to a Brunch and Information Session for those who have been visiting First
Parish and would like to know more about our church.
The Brunch and Information Session will be held on Sunday, March 3rd after
the worship service, downstairs in the Sanctuary Lounge. We will enjoy getting
to know each other better and discussing the United Church of Christ
teachings, history, and traditions. We will learn about our First Parish Church
reviewing our vision and mission statements in light of our new Church
Council structure, missions, church activities and committees. The nursery
will be available for childcare if needed.
New members will be joining on March 17, 2019
during the Worship Service.
If you have any questions or to let us know you plan to attend
please contact
Sue Wierzba, Hospitality Team Coordinator
mailto:susanwierzba@gmail.com
207-361-4541
Betty Roker
office@firstparishyork.net
207-363-3758
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The Deacons and the Church Council invite you
to join in welcoming Reverend Estelle
Margarones, our new senior pastor at the
coffee hour in Fellowship Hall on Sunday,
January 6, after worship.

Dear members and friends of First Parish,
Thank you for your warm and gracious welcome.
I was deeply moved by the gifts I received in the
"Pounding". What a beautiful welcome! It was so
kind, thoughtful, and practical. I was touched that
you even included gifts for my cat.
It's been a delight to meet some of you at events
and to witness firsthand the vibrancy of the church.
I can't wait to get started! I look forward to what will
surely be a blessed time together.
Faithfully,
Rev. Estelle Margarones

ANNUAL MEETING
The Annual Meeting of the First Parish Church will be
held after worship on Sunday, February 24, 2019.
Proposed leaders of the church will be considered for
election.

LEADERSHIP RETREAT
Leadership Retreat for all Board and Committee members, ministries, officers of
the church and staff will be held Saturday, March 2, from 9-12noon.
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Women on the Move
Fellowship Outings
for January 2019

15TH ANNUAL
PIES ON PARADE
January 25 -27, 2019
Women On The Move is going to Rockland to enjoy the festivities
Join Us!
Beautiful Rockland Maine
aka Pie Town USA according to the Food Network
has found an amazing way to celebrate the end of January and fund raise
for their local Food Pantries!

This Event is sponsored by the Historic Inns of Rockland and in doing so offers a number of
great deals to brave the winter weather and come visit them. “Tickets sell out quickly, and the
best way to get yours is through Pies on Parade lodging packages offered by the three Historic
Inns of Rockland Berry Manor Inn, LimeRock Inn and Granite Inn and participating Camden
inns including the Hawthorn Inn and Towne Motel.
Packages include guaranteed tickets, special extras like wine and pie pairings, other special
Saturday events, admittance to a Silent Auction and pie celebration on Saturday evening and
two personal pies awaiting your arrival. Day tickets are $30 for adults and $15 for children ten
and under and all funds from tickets sales go directly to the local food pantry.”
Our plan is to have those that are interested make their reservations individually, we’ll then
join together for the events. Saturday has a great Scavenger Hunt around Camden and Sunday
has what sounds like an amazing food festival throughout Rockland. Not only are they featuring
traditional favorites (blueberry, apple, raspberry) but look for egg pies, quiches, and healthy
creative pies too. Wow – what a great way to get your steps AND eat your way through our
beautiful seacoast!
Please contact me if you’re interested. I will also be in Fellowship Hall after Church with
brochures and to answer questions about our plans. Hope to see you!
Kim Clauson
207-361-7073
email kimclauson2014@gmail.com
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Fun, Fabulous

and a

Great Workout!

Friendly Exercise for All in our
Community
Fitness Classes – Zumba, Yoga and Aerobics
Fellowship Hall – First Parish Church, York, Maine
Monday through Friday One-Hour Classes
All of our instructors are certified and experienced. Cost is $5 for a drop in
class, or sign up for unlimited classes for $30 per month (over 65) or $35
per month (ages under 65). Monthly rates can be prorated.

CURRENT CLASS SCHEDULE
MONDAY at 8am Zumba
TUESDAY at 8:30am Yoga
WEDNESDAY at 8:30 am Zumba
THURSDAY and FRIDAY at 8:30 a.m. Aerobics
JUST DROP IN
For information contact
First Parish Church 207-363-3758
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WILLS and ESTATE PLANNING
To everything there is a season and a time for every matter under heaven.
Ecclesiastes 3:1
Do you have a will? Everyone should have a will regardless of his or her time of
life. A couple with young children, an older person or a single person, or a spouse,
all should have a will in order to provide for those remaining in the way you want
instead of the state deciding. A will gives instructions on how to distribute your
estate after your death. Your estate is everything you own. As you enter new
stages of life your will needs to be updated.
Some people think it is a morbid topic and avoid it, others think they have too
little property to need a will, and most put it off. The truth is that we carefully
insure our houses, our cars, and our lives, but fail to insure how our worldly
possessions will be distributed when we die.
Wills are best written by a legal professional who is familiar with your state’s
laws. Prepare ahead of time by listing your dependents and others for whom you
are responsible. Also think of any person or charity you want to remember. Next
make a list of all of your possessions, your property, stocks, cash, vehicles, life
insurance, IRAs and other assets.
In addition to choosing who you leave your assets to, you can also name your
executor, choose your children’s guardian, leave a gift to First Parish Church, and
possibly reduce estate taxes.
The Bible says an inheritance is what we receive and also what we leave behind
for others. An inheritance can be a burden or a blessing. We must think about the
season we’re in and the lives affected by our living and leaving.
You can get additional information on Wills and Estate Planning by picking up a
packet from the Hospitality Table in Fellowship Hall. If you prefer, you can call a
member of the Stewardship Committee for more information by calling the
Church Office.
Stewardship Committee: Sandy Nelson, John Pendleton, Jalmar Dijkstra
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Thank You for all Your Pledges
The Stewardship Committee thanks everyone who has sent in their Estimate of
Giving for 2019! For those of you that have forgotten it, lost it or put it off you can
still send in your card. It’s not too late! If you need another card you can pick one
up in the Parish Office between 9am and 2pm or you can call the office and we’ll
send you one. Thank you again for your support.

At their December meeting the Deacons awarded book stipends to Morgan Smith,
Garrett Cronin, and Brian Cronin, three second semester freshmen.
We congratulate them and wish them continued success in their college careers.
We also made plans to welcome Interim Senior Pastor, Rev. Estelle Margarones, at
the January 6 coffee hour, which the Deacons and the Church Council will host.
We hope everyone will join us there.
And finally, the Deacons would like to thank everyone who worked hard to make
the Drive Through Nativity a success again this year and also everyone who
helped with the Christmas Eve services.
Best wishes for a healthy and happy new year.
The Deacons of First Parish Church
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BEHIND

the

SCENES
Looking for a few good Volunteers for our Parish Office
For the past 4 years we have had the joy of staffing the Parish Office with the very
capable Office Manager, Betty Roker. In order for her to do her work efficiently
and without unnecessary interruptions, we have also had a cadre of 9 office
volunteers who are scheduled Monday through Friday either 9am-11:30am or
11:30am-2pm. We have lost a few good souls recently, because they have moved
away.
We are looking for two or three new office volunteers to help staff the outer
office. Some of the responsibilities include:
Greeting Guests
Answering the Phones
Using the Copy Machine
Helping with the Bulletins for Sunday. We proof, fold and collate bulletins.
We are just generally all-around helpful ambassadors for First Parish Church. You
will be trained and be working in the office while either, Betty or one of the
Pastors are there.
Can you help?
Please contact
Sue Wierzba, Office Volunteer Coordinator
susanwierzba@gmail.com
207-361-4541
Betty Roker
mailto:office@firstparishyork.net
207-363-3758
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Sun

6

Mon

7

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

2

3

4

5

8:30am Yoga
7pm Pastoral
Relations Committee
Meeting

8:30am Zumba
9am Women’s Bible
Study
5pm Adult Bible
Study

8:30am Aerobics
9am Building &
Grounds
Committee
Meeting
2pm YCSA
Volunteer
6pm Handbells
Rehearsal
7pm Sanctuary
Choir Rehearsal

8:30am
Aerobics

8:30am
Christian
Education
Board Meeting

12

8

9

10

11

9:30am
8am Zumba
Worship/Communion
4:30pm Mission
10:45am ReceptionCommittee Meeting
Rev. Estelle Margarones
11am Men’s Ensemble
Rehearsal
5pm Sanctuary Choir
Rehearsal

8:30am Yoga
5pm Table of Plenty
6:30pm Assessors
Meeting

8:30am Zumba
9am Women’s Bible
Study
5pm Adult Bible
Study
6:30pm Women on
the Move
6:30pm Common
Hope Mission Trip
Meeting

8:30am Aerobics
6pm Handbells
Rehearsal
7pm Sanctuary
Choir Rehearsal

8:30am
Aerobics
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14

15

16

17

18

9:15am Hymn Sing
8am Zumba
9:30am Worship/Gospel
Music Sunday
11am Men’s Ensemble
Rehearsal
5pm Sanctuary Choir
Rehearsal

8:30am Yoga
5pm Table of Plenty
7pm Deacons
Meeting

8:30am Aerobics
9am Women’s Bible
Study
5pm Adult Bible
Study

8:30am Aerobics
6pm Handbells
Rehearsal
7pm Sanctuary
Choir Rehearsal

8:30am
Aerobics

20

21

22

23

24

25

9:30am Worship
11am Men’s Ensemble
Rehearsal
3pm Seacoast
Community Chorus
Concert

8am Zumba

8:30am Yoga
5pm Table of Plenty
7pm Church Council
Meeting

8:30am Aerobics
9am Women’s Bible
Study
5pm Adult Bible
Study

8:30am Aerobics
6pm Handbells
Rehearsal
7pm Sanctuary
Choir Rehearsal

8:30am
Aerobics

27

28

29

30

31

9:30am Worship
11am Men’s Ensemble
Rehearsal
5pm Sanctuary Choir
Rehearsal

8am Zumba

8:30am Yoga
8:30am Aerobics
5pm Table of Plenty 9am Women’s Bible
Study
5pm Adult Bible
Study

Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day
Parish Office
Closed

Sat

1

8:30am Aerobics
6pm Handbells
Rehearsal
7pm Sanctuary
Choir Rehearsal

19

26
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Ministers
All the Members of the Congregation
Rev. Estelle Margarones, Senior Pastor
estelle@firstparishyork.net
Rev. Dan Hollis, Associate Pastor
dan@firstparishyork.net

Staff

Wendell S. Purrington, Director of Music Ministries
Terrie Ilaria, Music Associate
Janet Cassidy, Church School Coordinator
Betty Roker, Office Manager
Stacey Crowell, Buildings and Grounds Supervisor
Todd Frederick, Cemetery Superintendent

First Parish Church Lay Leaders
Jan Jonas, Moderator
Thom Kearns, Vice Moderator
Ray Hamlin, Treasurer
Susan Mancinelli, Clerk
207-363-3758
office@firstparishyork.net
www.firstparishyork.net

First Parish Church
180 York Street
York, ME 03909
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