First Parish Church
Congregational

United Church of Christ

THE MESSENGER
VISION
Following the Way of
Jesus, we aspire to
authentically invite,
courageously include,
and generously serve all
with compassion and
grace.
MISSION
Following the Way of
Jesus, we celebrate
inspirational worship;
create life-changing
experiences for
children, youth, families,
and individuals; and
practice meaningful
congregational care.
While respecting our
diversity, we
courageously advocate
for justice and mercy,
and intentionally
respond to the needs of
our community and
the world.

MARCH 2019
Sharing Good News
Search Committee
Message Moderator
Inspirational Worship
Life Changing
Experiences
Community & World
Stewardship
Behind the Scenes
Calendar

1-2
3
4
5-6
7-8
9-11
12
13
17

S HARING G OOD N EWS –March 2019
Dear friends,
Our worship bulletin says, “Ministers: All the members of the
congregation”. At the Leadership Retreat, held on March 2nd; we
talked about the many ways we all minister to one another, the
wider community, and the world. We also discussed the changing
landscape of ministry and spent some time thinking about what
needs we’re seeing in York and surrounding communities. We
considered the importance of being intentionally invitational and
brainstormed ways to help people plug in to the church.
Communication is critical. For our purposes as a community of
faith, we want to be thinking about communication as a dialogue.
As a church we have a unique responsibility to see others and offer
extravagant welcome...in authentic ways. A sign out front is one
way for others to see us, but an invitation to church (with the offer
to pick up and bring that person) will go exponentially further.
Having a church booth at a town event is one way for people to see
us, but adding a prayer wall and asking folks if they’d like to put up
a name or situation on the wall is a way to connect at a much more
significant level.
We heard a variety of creative, passionate, and concise
presentations from people on boards and committees and I offered
a snapshot of Interim Ministry today. Essentially, I’m here first to
be one of your pastors; to care about you and to care for you. I’m
also here to work on three specifics tasks. One task is to shepherd
the Search Committee through the small group gatherings, profile
writing, and information sharing stages. Once the committee begins
holding interviews, I step away from the process and serve only as
a consultant. I’m also here to help you continue to live into things
that are still new for the church, such as the Church Council
structure and O&A. Throughout the duration of my tenure as your
Interim Senior Minister, I’m here to observe and reflect back what I
see in the congregation.
(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)
At the retreat, we got to know one another a bit better and we explored ways to reach those
who aren’t yet a part of the First Parish community. We brainstormed ways to coordinate
efforts and to collaborate within and beyond this campus so that we effectively utilize
congregational energy and present offerings that are life giving.
I planned my presentation and activities for the day around 1 Corinthians12:20 (As it is, there
are many parts, but one body) and Romans 10:14 (How can they believe in the one of whom
they haven’t heard?). The Apostle Paul’s instruction to the Corinthians illustrates how many
diverse parts make a cohesive and unified whole. In his letter to the Romans, he pointed out
that there are folks out there who don’t know about Jesus or the wonderful things he’s done.
We talked about why we do what we do and here's what the group said: To bring the Spirit in,
to share our faith, you can be saved, God’s extravagant welcome, get closer to God, feel the joy,
share hope, assurance, share gospel, I am grateful, love, I’ve been changed, enrich, Following the
way of Jesus, connect, grow, share the journey, walk with someone, healing, find comfort, learn,
find purpose, let go.
I shared a bit about the state of the church universal today and participants had the opportunity
to immediately discuss ways to respond to the needs we observe and to amplify the efforts we
are already making.
I hope to be able to share more information from the retreat with you soon!
Blessings,
Rev. Estellle
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UPDATE
The committee conducting the search for our next settled
senior pastor began meeting in December. You may recall
commissioning John Covino, Per Jonas, Jeri LeConte, Sherry
McConnell, Walter Nelson, Cheryl Pinder, Wendell
Purrington, Jonn Schrimper, and Scott Stevens for this
committee.
At our first meeting, we learned about the search process as prescribed by the Maine
Conference from Reverend Estelle and members of past search committees. On January 9, our
Maine Conference Minister Rev. Deborah Blood met with us and offered further guidance. In
the conversation, she shared that it is unusual for church staff to serve on pastoral search
committees. After prayerful reflection, Wendell decided to step away. The committee selected
another congregant to fill the role and Council approved Laura Lindop to fill the slot. Jonn
Schrimper agreed to serve as Chair, Per Jonas as Scribe, and Nelson Walter as Chaplain.
In two subsequent meetings we have been working on the Church Prospectus, an introduction
to First Parish Church that will be the first document applicants will see. The committee has
been modifying and updating the prospectus used for our interim pastor search.
Our next major task will be to create the Local Church Profile, an in-depth presentation of the
church and its needs that will help us find the right person to serve as our senior pastor. We
need input from all our members to make this truly representative of our congregation. There
three essential questions, the answers to which will form the basis of the Profile:
Who are we?
Who are our neighbors?
What is God calling us to become?
Over the next few weeks we will be gathering your thoughts about these questions through
small group discussions and a survey. Discussions will take place right after church, during
coffee hour on March 31 and April 7. Our ambitious goal is to get 80 to 90% of members
regularly coming to church to share their thoughts with us by one or more means.
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Message from the Moderator
The Annual Meeting of First Parish Church was held on Sunday, February 24th after worship.
Eighty-eight active members participated in conducting the important business of our church.
We approved the Minutes of the 2018 Annual Meeting and also the Minutes of a special meeting
of the Congregation on June 17th called to consider the Open and Affirming Covenant. Pastor
Dan Hollis shared his reflections on the past year at First Parish. We voted to accept the reports
of the many Boards and Committees. Financial reports, meticulously prepared by our
Treasurer Ray Hamlin, were examined and questions answered. The proposed budget for the
fiscal year 2019 was voted on and approved. The report of the Nominating Committee was
considered and approved by unanimous vote. At the conclusion of the meeting, we learned
about a new initiative being considered for First Parish. Also, there was a time for questions
and comments. There was much to accomplish at our Annual Meeting and we did it together in
a little over and hour.
Though I have chaired meetings in other circumstances, this was my first as Moderator of First
Parish. I have a confession to make -I really wanted to be prepared! Being familiar with
Roberts Rules of Order, I decided to order the most current copy from Amazon. It arrived – all
716 pages in fine print; an inch and a half thick voluminous tome. Yikes! Surely my past copies
of the book had been abridged versions. A friend offered to lend me his copy of Roberts Rules of
Order Motions Chart. This two page chart is all I would need! How could this be from 716 pages
down to two? It reminded me that in our faith, we have guidelines to living a Christian life in
“condensed” form. We have the Lord’s Prayer, The Ten Commandments , the Beatitudes , the
prayer from St. Francis of Assisi and many more you could reference. How blessed we are that
we can draw on these passages and prayers to keep us connected to our faith.
Jan Jonas, Moderator

CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES AVAILABLE ONLINE
First Parish Church has a password protected member section on our website, www.firstparishyork.net, where Church Council
meeting minutes and corresponding attachments are posted. To get the user name and password, call the church office at 3633758 between 9am and 2pm, Monday through Friday. Because this site stores only approved minutes, there is a one month
delay in posting approved minutes. Thank you for not sharing password information within an email or beyond members.

WORSHIP AND MUSIC
MARCH 2019
Sunday, March 3, 2019
Communion
“You Are God” - Sanctuary Choir
Wednesday, March 6, 2019
Ash Wednesday
“Ashes to Go”
7:30am-8:30am
Drive through the semi-circle and receive your ashes.
7pm Worship
“Wondrous Love” – Sanctuary Choir
Thursday, March 7, 2019
Thursday Evening Worship
“Games!”
5:30pm – 6:50pm Dinner Included
Sunday, March 10, 2019
9:15am Hymn Sing
First Sunday of Lent
Handbells, Bow Tie Guys, Kathy Mason
Thursday, March 14, 2019
Thursday Evening Worship
“Games!”
5:30pm – 6:50pm Dinner Included
Sunday, March 17, 2019
Second Sunday of Lent
“Fairest Lord Jesus” – Sanctuary Choir
Thursday, March 21, 2019
Thursday Evening Worship
“Games!”
5:30pm – 6:50pm Dinner Included
Sunday, March 24, 2019
Third Sunday of Lent
“Sit at the Welcoming Table” - Sanctuary Choir
Thursday, March 28, 2019
Thursday Evening Worship
“Games!”
5:30pm – 6:50pm Dinner Included
Sunday, March 31, 2019
Fourth Sunday of Lent
“Until I Found the Lord” – Sweet Spirit
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A View from the Bench
Lord, who throughout these forty days for us did fast and pray,
teach us with you to mourn our sins and close by you to stay.
And through these days of penitence, and through your Passiontide,
forevermore, in life and death, O Lord, with us abide.
We begin the month of March with Communion on Sunday, and the forty days of
Lent with our Ash Wednesday service on March 6. Each of the Sundays in Lent can
be treated as a “mini-Easter.” So, although the mood of Lent is prayerful, reflective
and repentant, we try to offer music which is reassuring of the goodness and
loving kindness of God. The color of Lent is purple—the color of royalty, and the
color of the cloak which they put on Christ prior to His crucifixion (Mark 15:17). It
has come to symbolize pain, suffering, mourning, and penitence to us. Here are
some lyrics from a contemporary hymn that summarizes our approach to music
during this month:
He came singing love, and He lived singing love; He died singing love.
He arose in silence.
For the love to go on, we must make it our song; you and I be the singers.
(lyrics and music: Colin Gibson [b. 1933])
Come to church, listen to the Word, and rejoice in the loving spirit of God.
Stay warm and loving…because love comes from God, and love always wins.
WSP

ATTENDANCE
February 2019 Worship
2/3/19: 164
2/10/19: 169
2/17/19: 152
2/24/19: 155
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CHURCH SCHOOL
HAPPENINGS
March 2019
March is the month of Lent
We have finished our "Polar Blast" study of how Jesus' Love is Cool and here
comes March and April with a variety of topics from a variety of which include
"Dig In”, Godly Play stories & materials, Big Book, Felt Stories, discussion of a
version of "The Peaceable Kingdom" painting and a study of St. Patrick and the
Trinity.
We will discuss what Lent means. Does it mean giving something up or taking
something on?
April 14 - Palm Sunday will include a hallelujah parade during worship
and the story of Easter in the classrooms.
April 21 - Easter there are no Church School classes. Children remain in worship.
EASTER EGG HUNT ON THE VILLAGE GREEN
After 9am service
Everyone Welcome

March 10 - The Story of the Poor Widow's Offering . This is the first Sunday of Lent.
March 17 - The Story of Saint Patrick and the trinity.
March 24 - SPRING IS HERE! New life, both in God's creation and our hearts and lives.
March 31 - A study of various types of crosses and their meanings.
April 7 - Easter Eggs and the Mystery of Easter.
April 14 - Jesus' Triumphant Entry. Palm Sunday
April 21 - EASTER - no Sunday School classes. Egg Hunt!
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BECOME A
MEMBER OF FIRST PARISH CHURCH?
New members will be joining
March 17, 2019 during Worship Service.
please contact
Sue Wierzba, Hospitality Team Coordinator
susanwierzba@gmail.com
207-361-4541

The Wreaths and Greens Committee
Crafts Boutique Workshop
Wednesdays
10am – 12noon
Fellowship Hall – Parlor
Everyone welcome, bring ideas
More information contact
Susan Mancinelli
351-8641
sman1234@twc.com.

WINTER IS HERE!
Is anyone interested in snowshoeing,
hiking or X-country skiing?
If so, please contact Martha Fenn King
at marthasgarden207@gmail.com or
363-7344 so we can plan a fun trip around the First Parish campus and
beyond!
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ECUMENICAL TURKEY DINNER 2019
There were 506 meals served, including on site at
St. Christopher's, delivered and take-homes.
Well done, everyone.
Our church donated 7 turkeys, 16 pies, 3 drivers,
and 5 servers. Thank you all. And as usual thanks to
Anne Monks for all she does behind the scenes to
make things happen. Thank you! Janet Cassidy

Most of us know about the "CLYNK BAGS'. This
is for who need reminding and those who do not
know about them. Most bottled drinks have a seal
of sorts concerning 5cents for recycling on the
label or near the label. This includes juice, wine,
sodas and other drinks. It also applies to soda and beer cans. What we are asking you
to do is to rinse them after you have enjoyed your drink, and gather all receptacles in a
CLYNK bag. These bags can be found in the first room of the Fellowship Hall in a
basket on one of the tables or the church office. When the bag is full, bring it to the
outdoor recycling area at Hannaford. There is a coded seal on each bag, zap that with
Food Pantry instrument, and put the bag in the Food Pantry bin. The recycling agency
will send the money to the Food Pantry. The Food Pantry relies on receiving the
money from the CLYNK bags to help those who need help with feeding their
families. I can't think of a better way to help those in need and to recycle at the same
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Women on the Move
Fellowship Outings
April 2019

Wolf Hollow sanctuary
You don’t just hear a wolf howl. You feel it!
Saturday, April 13
(weather permitting)

1pm – 2:30pm
Ipswich, Massachusetts
Carpool departs First Parish Church 10am
Lunch at Woodman’s in Ipswich
Admission
Adults $12.50
Seniors-65+ $8.50
Children-3yrs-17yrs $8.50
Tickets are limited-purchase two weeks prior
http://www.wolfhollowipswich.org to purchase tickets
For more information contact
Fran Lalley
207-363-4711
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Fun, Fabulous

and a

Great Workout!

Friendly Exercise for All in our
Community
Fitness Classes – Zumba, Yoga and Aerobics
Fellowship Hall – First Parish Church, York, Maine
Monday through Friday One-Hour Classes
All of our instructors are certified and experienced. Cost is $5 for a drop in
class, or sign up for unlimited classes for $30 per month (over 65) or $35
per month (ages under 65). Monthly rates can be prorated.

CURRENT CLASS SCHEDULE
MONDAY at 8am Zumba
TUESDAY at 8:30am Yoga
WEDNESDAY at 8:30 am Zumba
THURSDAY and FRIDAY at 8:30 a.m. Aerobics
JUST DROP IN
For information contact
First Parish Church 207-363-3758
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“A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.”
Proverbs 11:25
Did you know, if you or a loved one are 70 1/2 or over, the IRA Charitable
Rollover law allows the donor to make a charitable transfer toward the donor’s
Minimum Required Distribution from their IRA?
You can find the information on the UCC website www.ucc.org/giving in an article
called The IRA Charitable Rollover.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The donor must be at least 70 1/2 years of age when the gift is made
Transfer must be made directly from the IRA administrator to the charity
The gifts from the IRA cannot exceed $100,000 per person in a given year
They can only be outright gifts (can’t fund a life-income gift such as a
Charitable Gift Annuity or Charitable Remainder Trust)
There is no charitable deduction, but the donor does not include the
amount distributed in their Federal taxable income
The distribution counts toward the donor’s Minimum Required Distribution
for the current tax year
The law is retroactive to January 1, 2015 and is now permanent
The Rollover provision applies only to Traditional IRAs, not to 401(k)s,
403(b)s and other similar plans. Gifts must be made directly to a qualified
charity.

The IRA website www.irs.gov/retirement also has detailed information in an
article called Retirement Topics - Required Minimum Distributions (RMDs). It
includes information on calculating the required minimum distribution.
Some of our members utilize this process to give to First Parish Church while also
decreasing their Federal taxable income.
Contact your IRA plan administrator to proceed with a Rollover gift.
Stewardship Committee: Sandy Nelson, John Pendleton, Jalmar Dijkstra
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Looking for a few good Volunteers for our Parish Office
For the past 4 years we have had the joy of staffing the Parish Office with the very capable
Office Manager, Betty Roker. In order for her to do her work efficiently and without
unnecessary interruptions, we have also had a cadre of 9 office volunteers who are scheduled
Monday through Friday either 9am-11:30am or 11:30am-2pm. We have lost a few good souls
recently, because they have moved away.
We are looking for two or three new office volunteers to help staff the outer office. Some of the
responsibilities include:
Greeting Guests
Answering the Phones
Using the Copy Machine
Helping with the Bulletins for Sunday. We proof, fold and collate bulletins.
We are just generally all-around helpful ambassadors for First Parish Church. You will be
trained and be working in the office while either, Betty or one of the Pastors are there.
Can you help?
Please contact
Sue Wierzba, Office Volunteer Coordinator
susanwierzba@gmail.com
207-361-4541
office@firstparishyork.net
207-363-3758

COMMUNITY EVENTS & INFORMATION

FREE
CONFIDENTIAL
PROGRAM

Family-to-Family is an evidence-based, educational program for family
members and friends of people living with mental illness taught by teachers
who have also lived with this experience. JOIN US!

LEARN ABOUT:
Mental health conditions
Current treatments and therapies
Problem solving and communication skills
Coping strategies for worry and stress
Advocating for your family member
Supports and services

11 MONDAYS
5:30—8:00PM
MARCH 11, 2019
IN YORK MAINE

LIGHT DINNER
Provided By:

LEARN MORE & REGISTER:
Contact the Teachers:
Kelly & Mary @ 603.828.3007
WWW.NAMIMAINE.ORG/F2F

QUESTIONS? Contact Tonya at the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) Maine at (800) 464-5767 x2305

Additional courses are being held in various locations statewide
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Parent Check-In Spring 2019 Schedule
Four interactive workshops with FREE dinner and childcare provided
See dates and topics below
Kittery Community Center
120 Rogers Rd
FMI and to RSVP visit www.ctbh.org

February
25th
6-8pm

Delving Deeper into Adolescent Anxiety and Depression
This workshop will focus on helping parents develop a stronger
understanding of anxiety and depression in adolescents and will focus
heavily on activities and discussions led by two clinical social workers. This
workshop is intended for parents only.

March
25th
6-8pm

Social Media Forum for Parents and Adolescents
This forum will give parents and their adolescents the opportunity to
discuss the role of social media in their lives. Group work will involve
activities and discussions that foster healthy social media discussions. This
forum is for parents and adolescents to attend together.

April
29th
6-8pm

May
13th
6-8pm

Accepting, Respecting, and Protecting Sexual and Gender Identity in
Adolescence
This workshop will provide parents the opportunity to learn about and
discuss sexual and gender identity development in adolescence. We will
focus on general background information on these topics, and foster
parents’ ability to accept, respect, and protect their adolescent’s sexual and
gender identity. This workshop is intended for parents only.
Keeping Teens Safe: Preventing Underage Substance Use/Misuse
Come learn about what kids in our area are using, see what you can do as a
parent in a quick 15 minute mini-lesson format, and discover what an ideal
prevention community looks like! This workshop is intended for parents
only.

These free workshops are sponsored by the Choose To Be Healthy Coalition and the
Kittery Youth Committee. A $5-$10 suggested donation is appreciated to help offset costs.
Free parenting book to the first 10 families in attendance!
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

Sat
2

8:30am
Aerobics

3

4

5

6

7

9:30am
Worship/Communion
11am Men’s Ensemble
Rehearsal
5pm Sanctuary Choir
Rehearsal

8am Zumba

8:30am Yoga
5pm Table of Plenty
7pm Pastoral
Relations Committee
Meeting

&:30am Ash
Wednesday Drive
Through
8:30am Zumba
9am Women’s Bible
Study
10am Crafters
Meeting
5pm Adult Bible
Study
7pm Ash Wednesday
Worship

8:30am Aerobics 8:30am
2pm YCSA
Aerobics
Volunteer
5:30pm Thursday
Evening Worship
6pm Handbells
Rehearsal
7pm Sanctuary
Choir Rehearsal

8:30am
Christian
Education
Committee
Meeting

10

11

12

13

14

16

9:15am Hymn Sing
9:30am Worship
11am Men’s Ensemble
Rehearsal
5pm Sanctuary Choir
Rehearsal

8am Zumba
8:30am Yoga
6:30pm Women on the 5pm Table of Plenty
Move
6:30pm Assessors
Meeting

8:30am Aerobics
9am Women’s Bible
Study
5pm Adult Bible
Study
7pm Search
Committee Meeting

8:30am Aerobics 8:30am
5:30pm Thursday Aerobics
Evening Worship
6pm Handbells
Rehearsal
7pm Sanctuary
Choir Rehearsal
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18

19

20

21

9:30am Worship
11am Men’s Ensemble
Rehearsal
5pm Sanctuary Choir
Rehearsal

8am Zumba

8:30am Yoga
5pm Table of Plenty
7pm Deacons
Meeting

8:30am Aerobics
9am Women’s Bible
Study
10am Crafters
Meeting
5pm Adult Bible
Study
7pm Search
Committee Meeting

8:30am Aerobics 8:30am
3:30pm
Aerobics
Stewardship
Committee
Meeting
5:30pm Thursday
Evening Worship
6pm Handbells
Rehearsal
7pm Sanctuary
Choir Rehearsal

24

25

26

27

28

9:30am Worship
11am Men’s Ensemble
Rehearsal
5pm Sanctuary Choir
Rehearsal

8am Zumba

8:30am Yoga
5pm Table of Plenty
7pm Church Council
Meeting

8:30am Aerobics
9am Women’s Bible
Study
10am Crafters
Meeting
5pm Adult Bible
Study

8:30am Aerobics 8:30am
5:30pm Thursday Aerobics
Evening Worship
6pm Handbells
Rehearsal
7pm Sanctuary
Choir Rehearsal

31
9:30am Worship
11am Men’s Ensemble
Rehearsal
5pm Sanctuary Choir
Rehearsal

8

15

22

29

9

23

30
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Ministers
All the Members of the Congregation
Rev. Estelle Margarones, Senior Pastor
estelle@firstparishyork.net
Rev. Dan Hollis, Associate Pastor
dan@firstparishyork.net

Staff

Wendell S. Purrington, Director of Music Ministries
Terrie Ilaria, Music Associate
Janet Cassidy, Church School Coordinator
Betty Roker, Office Manager
Stacey Crowell, Buildings and Grounds Supervisor
Todd Frederick, Cemetery Superintendent

First Parish Church Lay Leaders
Jan Jonas, Moderator
Thom Kearns, Vice Moderator
Ray Hamlin, Treasurer
Susan Mancinelli, Clerk
207-363-3758
office@firstparishyork.net
www.firstparishyork.net

First Parish Church
180 York Street
York, ME 03909
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