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S HARING G OOD N EWS – O CTOBER 2018
First Parish Church understands the meaning of farewell.
Ellis and I will always remember with affection and
gratitude the kindness shown to us as we departed
for wherever God will lead. We hope you felt nourished
by God’s word, shared prayers, music, and the fabulous
cake on that last day. Your cards, those of the children,
the beautiful scarf presented by Janet Cassidy from
our Sunday school children, the shawl to warm against
mountain chill, the painting by Annamarie to remind us of
this shore we love, the history of York from James Kences
and Dennis Wierzba, the poetry of John Covino, who
thankfully does have a place to sleep at night, the York
Golf and Tennis Club stuff and inspired words by Jeff
McConnell for Ellis, the DVD of the farewell party:
all these gifts and more will long be remembered and
cherished. With special thanks to all of you who worked
behind the scenes to make both events special, especially
Jan, Joanne and Judy. I know who you are and
you know who you are and gratitude abounds.
And to Jan Jonas, our moderator, who was the first person
I spoke with as a member of the search committee that
brought us here so long ago. It has been said that the most
important prayer we ever pray is “Thank You.” Thank you
God, thank you church, thank you always.
Anna and Ellis Copeland
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Message from the Moderator
During this time of change in pastoral leadership at First Parish, we are called to
tend to our future as well as minister to each other. Pastor Dan will be using his
abilities to help us, and we are grateful for his being among us at this time! Last
month I mentioned the value of pictures and images. In an effort to keep our
church family informed, a large poster will be placed in Fellowship Hall that will
chart where we are in the transition process to a new settled pastor. Reverend
Deborah Blood, our Maine Conference UCC minister, will be preaching on Sunday,
October 7. Reverend Blood will also join us at Coffee Hour to answer questions
and further enlighten us on the search process. Do try to attend.
This is also a time to care for each other. For some it may be tempting to sit on
the sidelines to wait and see what the future brings. Please know that God is
calling all of us to listen, be patient, and pray that through this discernment
process, we stay fully engaged in the life of our church as we live into the Mission
Statement we created together: Following the way of Jesus, we celebrate
inspirational worship; create life-changing experiences for children, youth ,
families and individuals; and practice meaningful congregational care.
While respecting our diversity, we courageously advocate for justice and
mercy, and intentionally respond to the needs of our community and the
world.

To all who participated in creating a gracious and loving
farewell to Pastor Anna and Ellis Copeland, thank you.
CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES AVAILABLE ONLINE
First Parish Church has a password protected member section on our website, www.firstparishyork.net, where Church Council
meeting minutes and corresponding attachments are posted. To get the user name and password, call the church office at 3633758 between 9am and 2pm, Monday through Friday. Because this site stores only approved minutes, there is a one month
delay in posting approved minutes. Thank you for not sharing password information within an email or beyond members.
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC
OCTOBER 2018
Thursday, October 4, 2018
Thursday Evening Worship
Meal 5:30pm/Worship 6pm-6:50pm
Sunday October 7, 2018
Communion
Sanctuary - “The Servant Song”
Thursday, October 11, 2018
Thursday Evening Worship
Meal 5:30pm/Worship 6pm-6:50pm
Sunday, October 14, 2018
9:15 Hymn Sing
Sanctuary Choir – “Onward, Ye Peoples!”
Thursday, October 18, 2018
Thursday Evening Worship
Meal 5:30pm/Worship 6pm-6:50pm
Sunday, October 21, 2018
Sanctuary Choir – “Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God”
Thursday, October 25, 2018
Thursday Evening Worship
Meal 5:30pm/Worship 6pm-6:50pm
Sunday, October 28, 2018
Sweet Spirit – “The Time for Turning”

NURSERY CARE is available every Sunday for children under 4 years old in our nursery in the
downstairs of the church.
Sabrina, Bailey & Linda welcome you and your children.
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A View from the Bench
The seasons change, and so must we. But God remains constant.
Spring gives way to summer. Summer gives way to fall.
Still the Holy Spirit continues to bless us all. —WSP
The sights, sounds, and smells of autumn are all around us these days. The leaves are very
slowly beginning to turn color. The First Parish Pumpkin Patch is making York Village look very
seasonal! And I think I even smelled someone’s fireplace being used in the neighborhood.
Today I had to don my now famous red hoodie in order to be warm enough for the morning
run. The wind on my face felt different—somewhat chilly and bitter—with a briskness that
bespeaks autumn. I’m a rank amateur runner, but I know that there is a rhythm to running that
depends upon breath. And as I’m cruising along the sidewalk, I can’t help to think of the words
to the old hymn:
Breathe on me, breath of God.
Fill me with life anew
that I may love what thou dost loved,
and do what thou wouldst do.
—Edwin Hatch (1835-1889)
So then I pray: “O God, please grant me the strength and breath to complete the task ahead of
me. Help me and direct me to do what you want me to do, and to be the person you intend me
to be.”
Our God has been with us at First Parish in the past, is with us now, and will be with us as we
look to the future. Please plan to join us for worship this month. World Communion Sunday will
be celebrated on October 7, and we will have our regular hymn-sing on October 14. Sweet
Spirit, our very talented women’s ensemble, will sing on October 28. See you in church :-)
Be well, and stay loving…because love always wins.
WSP
A
S

T T E N D A N C E

2018 Worship
9/2/18: 112
9/9/18: 157
9/16/18: 175
9/23/18: 214

E P T E M B E R
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Thursday Evening Worship
begins again October 4th!
5:30pm in Fellowship Hall.
Informal, Relational, Inspirational
Food for Body and Soul
Not in the mood for “traditional worship?” Or maybe you’re going to miss a Sunday and need
your weekly dose of God? Intergenerational, informal, and interactive, Thursday Worship is
crafted with all ages and generations in mind, including children and youth. The message is
accessible to people of any age, the atmosphere is family friendly, the activities are rich and fun,
the music is full of soul, and it doesn't hurt that you don't have to make dinner that night.

Come join the Thursday family!
5:30pm – 5:50pm Simple Supper is served
5:45pm – 6:00pm Music with Joyce, Harvey, and Kent
6:00pm – 6:50pm Worship
PS: If you want to help out by making soup and salad every once in a while, check with Carolyn
Dupre (cdupre78@aol.com) or sign up at the Opportunity Table in Fellowship Hall. The church
will reimburse you for any ingredients!

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Women of all ages
Wednesdays
Fellowship Hall
9am-10:30am
If you haven’t come before, we’ll read the scripture lesson for the upcoming
Sunday, pray together, and share prayer concerns and joys.
Welcome.
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October
Church School Schedule
AGES 4 YEARS TO 8TH GRADE
We have a new space for 5th – 8th grade
Church School classes are held every Sunday during morning worship service. Children begin
in worship with their parents at 9:30 and go to classes in Fellowship Hall following the
Children’s Moment, escorted by their teachers. Please pick up your children in the classrooms
in the lower level of Fellowship Hall (follow Christian Education Center sign) at the end of the
worship service. All children are welcome!

Go to http://firstparishyork.net and click on the
Event Registration button to print a registration form
and bring it with you.

BRING A FRIEND!
October 7 - Heifer Sunday – children and youth will decorate cupcakes with Heifer
International themes to be sold at coffee hour. Proceeds go to Heifer International.

October 14, 21, 28 - will be lessons from our Dig In curriculum from Group.com . Lessons

include stories on the Life of Jesus and include bible stories, crafts, videos, games, along with a
Take Home sheet for parents to do at home during the week. It is child-friendly, parent-friendly
and teacher-friendly and very interactive.

GRADES 5-8 meet in the rooms on the second floor of Fellowship Hall, above the kitchen.

The students in this class will work on the Heifer Cupcakes project on October 7th and are
planning community projects and study for the rest of the month. All are invited! Bring a friend
and your ideas!

Any questions or suggestions
contact Janet Cassidy
363-4237
cassidywednesday@aol.com
Thank you and have a blessed October!!! The pumpkins are here!!!
Janet Cassidy, Christian Education Coordinator
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With Youth Group started back up again for the school year in September, we’re already
looking forward to fun and fellowship in the coming months. All are welcome, whether you’re a
part of First Parish or not. For more information or to sign up for events, contact
dan@firstparishyork.net
Friday, 10/12
6:30 – 8:30 5th – 8th Grades
Corn Maze in the Dark! (Zach’s Farm – 7 Colby Turner Rd. in York)
In honor of Halloween, bring flashlights for flashlight tag and all manner of craziness in the
maze. Admission is $10 per person, so please make sure to come with a flashlight and $10
(financial aid available in advance if needed). We will meet AT the farm PROMPTLY at 6:30 (no
stragglers please!). Pickup time an estimate due to the hayride to-and-from the maze.
Sunday, 10/14
6:30 – 8:30 High Schoolers
Corn Maze in the Dark! (Zach’s Farm – 7 Colby Turner Rd. in York)
In honor of Halloween, bring flashlights for flashlight tag and all manner of craziness in the
maze. Admission is $10 per person, so please make sure to come with a flashlight and $10
(financial aid available in advance if needed). We will meet AT the farm PROMPTLY at 6:30 (no
stragglers please!). Pickup time an estimate due to the hayride to-and-from the maze. BRING
FRIENDS, TEAMMATES, CLASSMATES… the more the better for this event, trust me!
Saturday, 10/27
9:00am - ? 5th – 8th Grades
Mt. Major Hike (Leaving from the First Parish Church Sanctuary)
No hiking experience necessary; we’re not climbing Everest, I promise! Bring a backpack with
lunch, at least two water bottles, rain gear (just in case!) and a change of socks. WEAR CLOSETOED, CLOSE-HEELED OUTDOOR SHOES. We’ll take one trail up the mountain, eat lunch, take a
different trail back down, and drive back to First Parish whenever we’re done. It won’t take all
day, I assure you, only a couple hours. It is an hour drive to get there, so we’ll text the fam our
ETA before we head back. Trail info: http://belknaprangetrails.org/mt-major/blue-trail/
Sunday, 10/28
6:00 – 8:00 High Schoolers
Cooking Competition! (Fellowship Hall)
A fun competition to see which teams can get creative and make something tasty out of the
ingredients/recipes/tools we give you. No prior cooking experience necessary. Free-will
donations to help cover the cost of ingredients gratefully accepted. This time we’ll kick it up a
notch with some extra challenges and wacky ingredients!
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News from MAINE SEACOAST MISSION TRIP
Notes from Cherryfield, Maine
The mission trip to assist the Maine Seacoast Mission group centered Downeast in
Cherryfield took place from September 9-14. I joined 10 others from several
churches in the York Association of UCC Churches (most from the Kennebunk and
Saco area). Several were “5 or 6 trip” veterans but 2 of the women and myself
were first timers.
We all worked winterizing homes (putting a skirt around the perimeter of a
trailer and putting a new floor in another).
Both owners were single women in fair to poor health.
The Seacoast Mission group provides very comfortable housing and kitchen
facilities where we made our own meals and slept. They also provided 2 support
people who knew the local people we were helping and the scope of each project.
They provided the many tools and supplies we needed to accomplish our projects.
The group of volunteers ranged in age from 50-80 years old. They were a good
group who all worked well together and had a good time while helping some
fellow Mainers who were appreciative of our assistance.
There will be a similar trip the 2nd week of September 2019. We hope to get a nice
group from our congregation to join them.
Philip Drew, Mission Committee
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GUATEMALA MISSION TRIP
Since 2013 First Parish Church has been supportive of and involved in the work of COMMON
HOPE, a non-sectarian mission organization with Guatemalan headquarters in the ancient city
of Antigua. Founded in 1986, the mission has remained true to its original objectives of
EDUCATING CHILDREN and EMPOWERING FAMILIES by focusing its resources of people and
finances toward improving the lives of the Guatemalan people through education,
healthcare, housing and family development. First Parish has been supportive as a church by
sponsoring three children in our annual missions budget (another six children are sponsored
by individual families). We have been involved in the work by sending teams of individuals, in
2013 and 2017, to spend a week in Guatemala learning about the culture of poverty, engaging
with staff and families who are being served and building a very simple house for one family.
We are sending another “Vision Team” to Guatemala early next year. This team of twelve will be
there as volunteer workers the week of January 20-27, 2019. Five of the team’s members are
veterans, having served either in 2013 or 2017. They are motivated to go once again and to
have seven new individuals that include one mother/daughter pair and one
grandmother/granddaughter pair. We go to make a positive difference, investing in the lives of
others knowing that our lives will be improved and changed by the experience.
We kicked off the fund-raising part of our trip at the Village Faire at Marketfest, where you may
have come to our booth (a 10’ x 10’ tent, approximating the size of one room of a two room
house we build). Our fund-raising is an investment in the people of Guatemala. Each team
member has already paid $1500-$1600 out-of-pocket, for room and board plus airfare, the cost
of volunteering. Our Vision Team of 2019 is inviting you to share in the investment for children
and their families. You will see posters and other materials in the church narthex and the
Fellowship Hall to inform you about and raise awareness of Common Hope’s mission. Our team
also will be hosting the Coffee Hour after worship on October 21and inviting you to give.
There is no need to wait until a later time. We encourage you to contribute through First Parish
Church, designating your gift in the check’s memo line to Common Hope 2019. For those who
prefer the ease of e-giving, you may direct your donation in that manner. Just go to our web
page: www.firstparishyork.net - scroll down to GIVE, then click on GIVE NOW. In the drop down
box (top right hand corner) click Common Hope and enter your credit card, debit card or
electronic check transfer information with the amount you want to give.
There is an investment you can make for the team members and that is to pray and take the
time to encourage them as they prepare for their service. Our 2019 team is: Jim Dupre, Nancy
Eaton, Sue Wierzba, Chris and Laura Lindop, Bob Myers, Jackie and Nicole Villinski, Dorothy
Hansen and Molly Balch, Harriet Sanclemente, Phil Woodman.
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VOLUNTEER
Thank you, Barbara Elkhorn, for being
our "Thursday Thrift Store" volunteer
on October 4th. The Thrift Store is so grateful for our help and the helpers have
been grateful for their experience. There is a sign up for the first Thursday of
each month on the Opportunity Table in Fellowship Hall. November is already
taken...but December, January and February are waiting for YOUR signature!
Sign up sheet is at the Opportunity Table in Fellowship Hall,
or call the Parish Office at 207-363-3758.

SEW-A-THON !
Saturday, November 3
9am - 12noon
Fellowship Hall
We are once again hosting a wonderful sew-a-thon.
Invite your friends!
Bring your sewing machine, notions, fabric (100% cotton) if you have
some to use or donate, and your enthusiasm!
Dress-A Girl has just recently reached
1 MILLION dresses
sent to over 82 countries.
Questions? Judy Schriefer 207-351-8670
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Women on the Move
Fellowship Outings

Wolf Hollow sanctuary
You don’t just hear a wolf howl. You feel it!
Saturday, October 13
(weather permitting)

1pm – 2:30pm
Ipswich, Massachusetts
Carpool departs First Parish Church 10am
Lunch at Woodman’s in Ipswich
Admission
Adults $12.50
Seniors-65+ $8.50
Children-3yrs-17yrs $8.50
Tickets are limited
http://www.wolfhollowipswich.org to purchase tickets
For more information contact
Fran Lalley
207-363-4711
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SUNDAY
OCTOBER 7
Neighbors in Need Offering
Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the United Church of Christ that
supports ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States. One-third of
NIN funds support the Council for American Indian Ministry(CAIM). Two-thirds of this
offering is used by the UCC's Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of
justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects through grants. Neighbors in
Need grants are awarded to UCC churches and organizations doing justice work in their
communities. These grants fund projects whose work ranges from direct service to
community organizing and advocacy to address systemic injustice. This year, special
consideration will be given to projects focusing on serving our immigrant neighbors and
communities.

The pumpkins are Here! Volunteers Needed!
5th

The
Annual Pumpkin Patch will be open 7 days a week, for four weeks
or until the pumpkins are sold. Any and all volunteers will be gratefully accepted.
No experience necessary.
Sign Up: SignUpGenius.com
or go to the homepage of First Parish
and click on the Events Registration button.
Chris Briley, Richard Leigh, Bob and Joanne Myers
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“Following the Way of Jesus”
We have chosen to start both our Vision Statement and our Mission Statement
with these five words. Why did we choose them and what do they mean for our
church?
One answer might be found in Mathew 9:37 -38. “Then saith he unto his disciples,
The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; Pray ye therefore the Lord of
the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.”
Jesus’s command to his disciples also included the admonition at Matthew 10:8,
“freely ye have received, freely give.”
This passage has meaning for stewardship in today’s church. We encourage a
choice of making a strong commitment of time, talent and money to the church
and, with it, to the wider community we serve.
First Parish has a strong commitment to its local, regional and international
communities. We are proud that our Mission Statement expressly includes that
we “intentionally respond to the needs of our community and the world.”
As we mourn the departure of our beloved Pastor Anna, we must support one
another and continue to work together to satisfy the needs of others. In the words
of the United Church of Christ, we believe that “To accept the command of Jesus to
engage in bringing wholeness to a fragmented world is to be on a mission that
matters.”
Your Stewardship Committee: Sandy Nelson, Chair, John Pendleton, and Jalmar
Dijkstra
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The Interim Search
The Deacons are happy to announce that they have unanimously chosen a pastor
who will bring an enthusiastic and a joyful faith presence to First Parish and our
community. She also brings additional talents and training that will help and
encourage us as we live into our mission and vision. At present affirmation by the
Council and contract details remain to be completed as does notification of her
current church. So, further information must remain confidential at this time.
We have found during our search process that the candidates typically are
serving parishes, most of which require a 90-day notice. Our candidate, as a
result, will not be able to join us until approximately January 1, 2019. Although
we originally hoped to have an interim here sooner, we feel ours is the right fit for
First Parish. Many churches in our area are currently searching for interim
and/or settled pastors.
Be assured that in the meantime, affairs at First Parish will run smoothly. Pastor
Dan will be sharing details with the congregation as they are developed.
Susan Mancinelli, Senior Deacon
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BEHIND

the

SCENES
The Pastor’s Discretionary Fund
What is the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund? A generous donor created an invested
pastor’s discretionary fund more than a decade ago to create the opportunity for
pastors to respond to non-budget needs that inevitably arise. Your designated gift
to the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund will support a variety of congregational and
community needs during this time of leadership transition. Please speak with Ray
Hamlin, Treasurer or with Dan Hollis, Pastor, for more information.

From the Java Mamas and Papas
The Java Mamas and Papas have had a busy summer! Thank you to our
friends who supplied goodies for all to enjoy. With the summer ending
(sniff!) we are hoping you and your neighbors will want to choose a
Sunday and supply the snack our folks always enjoy with their cup of coffee. We often have
trays of fruit or vegetable snacks, cheese and crackers, or store bought or homemade baked
goods. We make and serve the coffee. Please consider helping on a Sunday this fall. If you are
unable to do that, we enjoy Folgers coffee and would be happy to accept donations.
Linda Hart
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Fun, Fabulous

and a

Great Workout!

Friendly Exercise for All in our
Community
Fitness Classes – Zumba, Yoga and Aerobics
Fellowship Hall – First Parish Church, York, Maine
Monday through Friday One-Hour Classes
All of our instructors are certified and experienced. Cost is $5 for a drop in
class, or sign up for unlimited classes for $30 per month (over 65) or $35
per month (ages under 65). Monthly rates can be prorated.

CURRENT CLASS SCHEDULE
MONDAY at 8am Zumba
TUESDAY at 8:30am Yoga
WEDNESDAY at 8:30 am Zumba
THURSDAY and FRIDAY at 8:30 a.m. Aerobics
JUST DROP IN
For information contact
First Parish Church 207-363-3758
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
3

Thu

1

2

8am Zumba

8:30am Yoga
8:30am Aerobics
5pm Table of Plenty 9am Women’s
7pm Pastoral
Bible Study
Relations
Committee Meeting

8:30am Aerobics
2pm YCSA-Thrift
Store Volunteer
5:30pm Thursday
Evening Worship
6pm Handbells Choir
Rehearsal
7pm Sanctuary Choir
Rehearsal

7

8

9

11

12

9:30am
Worship/Communion
11am Men’s Ensemble
Rehearsal
5pm Sanctuary Choir
Rehearsal

8am Zumba

8:30am Yoga
8:30am Aerobics
5pm Table of Plenty 9am Women’s
Bible Study
4:30pm Mission
Committee
Meeting
6:30pm
Assessors
Meeting

8:30am Aerobics
5:30pm Thursday
Evening Worship
6pm Handbells Choir
Rehearsal
7pm Sanctuary Choir
Rehearsal

8:30am Zumba

14

15

16

18 8:30am Aerobics
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9:15am Hymn Sing
9:30am Worship
11am Men’s Ensemble
Rehearsal
5pm Sanctuary Choir
Rehearsal

8am Zumba
6:30pm Women
on the MoveNan Roberts
Residence

8:30am Yoga
8:30am Aerobics
5pm Table of Plenty 9am Women’s
7pm Deacons
Bible Study
Meeting

5:30pm Thursday
Evening Worship
6pm Handbells Choir
Rehearsal
7pm Sanctuary Choir
Rehearsal

8:30am Zumba

21

22

23

25 8:30am Aerobics

26

9:30am Worship
11am Men’s Ensemble
Rehearsal
5pm Sanctuary Choir
Rehearsal

8am Zumba

8:30am Yoga
8:30am Aerobics
5pm Table of Plenty 9am Women’s
7pm Deacons
Bible Study
Meeting
7pm Church
Council Meeting

5:30pm Thursday
Evening Worship
6pm Handbells Choir
Rehearsal
7pm Sanctuary Choir
Rehearsal

8:30am Zumba

28

29

30

9:30am Worship11am
Men’s Ensemble
Rehearsal
5pm Sanctuary Choir
Rehearsal

8am Zumba

8:30am Yoga
8:30am Aerobics
5pm Table of Plenty 9am Women’s
Bible Study

10

17

24

4

Fri

31

PUMPKIN PATCH HOURS
MONDAY – SUNDAY
11AM – 6PM

Sat

5
8:30am Zumba

6

13

8:30am
Christian
Education
Meeting

20

27
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Ministers
All the Members of the Congregation
Rev. Dan Hollis, Associate Pastor
dan@firstparishyork.net

Staff
Wendell S. Purrington, Director of Music Ministries
Terrie Ilaria, Music Associate
Janet Cassidy, Church School Coordinator
Betty Roker, Office Manager
Stacey Crowell, Buildings and Grounds Supervisor
Todd Frederick, Cemetery Superintendent

First Parish Church Lay Leaders
Jan Jonas, Moderator
Thom Kearns, Vice Moderator
Ray Hamlin, Treasurer
Susan Mancinelli, Clerk
207-363-3758
office@firstparishyork.net
www.firstparishyork.net

First Parish Church
180 York Street
York, ME 03909
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