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If we were on Family Feud and Steve Harvey said, “We asked 100 people about what comes to mind
when feeling alone in dealing with challenges…the top 5 answers are on the board…” We may say,
“inspirational quotations” or “motivational posters”, or “life coaches”. I hope that “faith” would
make the top 5. As Christians, we know that we can live by faith, not by circumstances. Faith is the
belief in things unseen. Faith is the belief that God is involved even when it seems as though God is
absent.
This week, that’s where we find the Prophet Habukkuk. Habakkuk was a contemporary of the
Prophet Jeremiah and he would have been active around 600 years before Jesus. He was prophet, but
there's something unusual about his work. Usually Prophets talk to people about God and he's talking
to God about people. Even more, Prophets usually have declarations, but Habakkuk is instead asking
questions.
It's not a stretch to say that this passage reads like something you'd see in the Wall Street Journal or
the Portsmouth Herald or even news out of Saudi Arabia or Finland this week. On this World
Communion Sunday, let us remember that we are all one world and one body in Christ Jesus.
The community is going through difficult times. Violence abounds. God's law has been appropriated
by some who have distorted it. There is grave concern in the prophet's words. He's saying (and I'm
paraphrasing), 'Things are a mess here. Why are we going through this? Why is this happening? Why
does it seem as though you're ignoring us?”
My nephews are my godsons. One of them is a devout believer—the other is not—at all. His issue is
one shared by many. It's the very thing the Book of Habakkuk confronts. Theodicy. The problem of
evil. How can there be a God when there is so much violence and pain in the world?
Those may even be words you've whispered or screamed at God when you've gone through a
difficult time. But even as the prophet cries out in his pain, he has faith that God hasn't abandoned
him. There may be a ‘snarkiness’ or challenge to his tone. “God, I'm going to watch out for you. I'm
looking! Show yourself and your plan!”
God doesn't disappoint. God's got a plan. Even if we don't see it. Even if we don't understand it. It's
like looking at the back of a tapestry and seeing only disjointed threads and knots. It's only when you
turn it around and see the beauty of the pattern on the front that you can see that there was something
far greater going on than you had any idea. God’s time is not our time. Would you put a baby in the
driver's seat of a car and hand her the keys? Of course not. The child needs to grow enough to see
over the dashboard and have legs long enough to reach the pedals. But every day, the child gets
closer to being able to drive and she will in due time. In God’s time.
God says to Habakkuk, take my vision and write it on tablets. Write it plainly and make it big so that
someone running may see it. (It could be that those who are running to escape violence can see it and
have hope. Or perhaps it was to be run through the streets by a herald. In either case, write it down so
that it's clear and the message doesn't get misunderstood.) Write it down so that it's enduring for all to
see now and into the future.

In God's Divine right timing, God's plan will come to pass. He hasn't forgotten or forsaken us, no
matter how difficult our circumstances. That's when we need to have faith. We have a construct of
how things 'should' be, but our plan and God's plan are not always the same. “Thy will be done” we
pray each week. Jesus prayed that same prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane “Father, your will be
done”.
Faith is easy when things are going well, but faith is necessary when things are difficult.
Intellectually, we know that God is steadfastly with us, but emotionally, we all find ourselves where
Habakkuk is: suffering great trauma because of something personal or communal. Don't let
circumstances undermine your faith. You can be faithful and still struggle with injustice, or illness, or
violence. Christianity was initially called “The Way”. Faith is a way of life, through ups and downs.
Today's was a very serious sermon, so I want to bring us toward a conclusion on a light note. A man
asked God, what's a million dollars like to you, O God? It's like a penny, God responded. What's a
million years like to you? It's like a second. The man thought for a moment and asked, God, may I
have a penny? God responded, “sure, in a second.”
We don't know what those ancient tablets said. In the United Church of Christ, we believe God is still
speaking. Your holy homework is to envision what those tablets would say to you today. Blessed be
and amen.

