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When we meet our intrepid apostles on their journey, they're on their way to a
place of prayer. It's as though they're walking the path toward God. They're
surrounded by those who don't believe as they do. A young servant woman is
possessed by a spirit so she sees them clearly. She knows who they are (and whose
they are) and lets the others know that these men will tell them “how to be saved”.
But that audience wasn't so different from our current culture. People didn't seem
to have a lot of interest.
It's interesting that the evil spirit who had something to lose when encountering
God's people could see the apostles as God's, but the regular townsfolk didn't. It's
usually those who have something to lose who can easily spot a threat to their
way—whether their ‘way’ is good or bad for the world at large. As an aside, in
July, we'll have Phil Drew's brother here to speak about ways to be greener and to
mitigate the damage that our trash puts on the planet. He’s quite an expert in this
field and he recognized the evident threat decades ago because he saw what the
world could lose, including beach days in June! But….it's taken a while for many
of us to catch up because it was much easier to just throw everything in the trash
than to recycle, upcycle, and compost.
The apostles cure the woman of her affliction—the evil left her, but now, she's not
a meal ticket for her owner and he's mad. (The almighty dollar was worshipped
more than God even then.) The owner trumps up charges against them as 'trouble
makers', 'teaching customs that are against our law' and the townspeople, not
having any connection to Paul or Timothy, support the person they know. They
essentially ganged up on the apostles. Now we see the distinction between Roman
law and God's law. Roman law says that it's okay be inhospitable to foreigners...to
take away their things and their freedom... God's law says, “Love your neighbor as
yourself”.
So Paul and Silas are stripped of their belongings, beaten, and thrown in jail.
Despite all this, we learn that “About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and
singing hymns to God”. Even in the midst of awful circumstances, they were
praying and *singing*, teaching other prisoners through their actions. In that dark
night, God was there, shaking the Roman world at its very foundation. The jailer
was certainly “all shook up” when he realized that all of the prison cells had been
opened. In fact, he was ready to kill himself because he knew that the Roman
officials would call for a death penalty for letting the prisoners escape. But they

didn't. And Paul yells to the jailer (at the top of his voice,) “Don't harm yourself We
are all here!”
Paul was demonstrating God's grace. The amazing thing about this passage is that
it was never about the apostles getting out of jail. They've already got their
freedom in Christ. It's about freeing the jailer...
God uses us, where ever we are to help those around us—if we are so willing. If
we are willing to demonstrate God's grace despite any circumstances, we can help
others get out of jail free. And it is free because of Jesus.
The jailer understands that these are truly men of God and he asks them how
to be saved. 31 They answered, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be
saved—you and your family.” 32 Then they preached the word of the Lord to
him and to all the others in the house. 33 At that very hour of the night the
jailer took them and washed their wounds; and he and all his family were
baptized at once.
The jailer converts at once taking the apostles into his own home, cleaning
them up, and showing them hospitality in a similar fashion to the Good
Samaritan. An hour before, he was ready to kill himself and now he's found
new life.
Part of this message is that demonstrating Christ’s way of love and peace and
healing can run counter to the current culture and that doing so can be a cause
for personal threat or harm. It can cause people to turn on you just like the
townsfolk did in this passage. God will sustain you regardless of
circumstances. Even in the darkest night, God is there.
From the time of the early church right through today, it's always been our
call as Christians to call out oppression, injustice, and evil. At the same time,
we are to speak (and sing) of God's goodness and the hope we have in Christ.
Blessed be and amen.

