Rev. Estelle Margarones, First Parish Church, 7/28/19, Gospel of Luke 11:1-13
Today, we’re speaking of one of the most familiar passages of the entire Bible. Teacher, they said, teach us how to
pray. If we time traveled back almost 2,000 years ago, we may have heard this:
ΠΑΤΕΡ ΗΜΩΝ Ο ΕΝ ΤΟΙΣ ΟΥΡΑΝΟΙΣ ΑΓΙΑΣΘΗΤΩ ΤΟ ΟΝΟΜΑ ΣΟΥ ΕΛΘΕΤΩ Η ΒΑΣΙΛΕΙΑ ΣΟΥ
ΓΕΝΗΘΗΤΩ ΤΟ ΘΕΛΗΜΑ ΣΟΥ, ΩΣ ΕΝ ΟΥΡΑΝΩ ΚΑΙ ΕΠΙ ΤΗΣ ΓΗΣ ΤΟΝ ΑΡΤΟΝ ΗΜΩΝ ΤΟΝ ΕΠΙΟΥΣΙΟΝ
ΔΟΣ ΗΜΙΝ ΣΗΜΕΡΟΝ ΚΑΙ ΑΦΕΣ ΗΜΙΝ ΤΑ ΟΦΕΙΛΗΜΑΤΑ ΗΜΩΝ, ΩΣ ΚΑΙ ΗΜΕΙΣ ΑΦΙΕΜΕΝ ΤΟΙΣ
ΟΦΕΙΛΕΤΑΙΣ ΗΜΩΝ ΚΑΙ ΜΗ ΕΙΣΕΝΕΓΚΗΣ ΗΜΑΣ ΕΙΣ ΠΕΙΡΑΣΜΟΝ, ΑΛΛΑ ΡΥΣΑΙ ΗΜΑΣ ΑΠΟ ΤΟΥ
ΠΟΝΗΡΟΥ. ΑΜΗV
You may be saying, “I don’t know what you said. It’s all Greek to me!” You would be absolutely right! It is Greek.
Greek was the cosmopolitan language and as Jesus’ followers traveled further east, the Aramaic he spoke would have
been translated to Greek.
What I just shared is Lord’s Prayer—and I can say it by rote, but it’s all Greek to me, too. Unless I’m saying it--and
understanding it, it’s not doing me (or anyone else) any good. You see, unless we’re saying the Lord’s Prayer AND
understanding it AND living it, it’s not doing me or you or anyone else any good. But when we do say it, and
understand it, and live it, we are doing a world of good!
Earlier today, and almost every week throughout the year, we go into the Lord’s Prayer with something to the effect of
the words, “In the name of the one who taught us to pray using these words….” Jesus did teach us how to pray in the
gospel of Luke.
In Biblical times, the type of prayer you prayed was a way to tell who you followed. Different rabbis would give their
disciples particular prayers. (Not terribly different than what I do with the benediction each week. I’ve been sharing
the same closing blessing for over a dozen years.) The disciples in this passage want the formula to be able to set their
prayer apart.
Scholar Katherine Matthews says, “Throughout the centuries, in many different places and cultures and many
different faiths, spiritual teachers mostly teach "how," and many people come to them not so much for answers but for
ways to practice their faith so that they can have the same peace, strength, and wisdom as their teacher.” If we learn
the craft, we can apply it to our own journeys. This is why it’s important that we say, understand, and live the
teachings. When we apply them in our own lives, we become more like our Master Teacher, Jesus.
Many of us pray. Many of us also think we know how to do something until someone shows us another way. It could
be as simple as adding red wine to spaghetti sauce to make it more delicious or cutting off a side of the onion so that
when you chop it, it stays flat. Perhaps it’s as inventive as taking a paper towel to dry the water out of the tops of
mugs when you take them out of the dishwasher. We have all have our ways of doing things, but there are other-sometimes more effective—ways.
Jesus gives us the most effective way to pray in the Lord's Prayer. There are several interesting things to note in this
passage. First, at the beginning of the passage Jesus teaches the art of the petition and toward the end of it, he
underscores it by essentially saying to be persistent. I don’t think it’s so that you prayer is constantly put in front of
God. God heard us the first time. When we are persistent in prayer, that prayer is constantly in front of us; it’s top of
mind. It is or becomes a priority.
The very first thing Jesus does is invite us to recognize that we are in community---and that we are all God’s children.
“Our Father”--those are the first two words. This is a communal prayer. It’s about you and what you need, but also
about your relationship with God and with each other.

He teaches us to pray as though we’re speaking to a receptive, loving parent who can fulfill our needs. (I want to
acknowledge that for some of us, this is challenging. We have been let down. Perhaps we sought love from a parent
and our parent couldn’t give us what we needed because of PTSD, alcoholism, or maybe they had distant parents and
they just didn’t know how.
But we can trust and rely on God to be there and to help us. God has got this…whatever ‘this’ is, because God has got
you. And you have got God. Jesus mentions children throughout his discourse and the children are being cared for.
They’re not being mistreated, not regarded as possessions; not thought of as field hands. In every case, the parent is
caring for the children.
Jesus prays, “give us this day our daily bread”. (The reference to daily bread is reminiscent of the miraculous manna
that God provided for the Israelites on their journey in the wilderness. This bread provides sustenance—physical and
emotional. It provides hope. It may remind us that in those times when we’re in the wilderness, we can trust that God
will provide. God will provide for your needs. Implicit in this prayer for 'daily bread' is that God is there for each of
us today and God is going to be there for us tomorrow and next week, next year, and for the next generations. God is
constant and steadfast.
Every line is this prayer is important, but pay particular attention to the next two. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven (When your kingdom comes, earth will reflect heaven in the way we interact with each
other and all of your creation. And I’m going to come back to this!)
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Some versions use the words trespass or sins. The key here is that
we entreat God to treat us in the same way that we treat others.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: Lead us away from things that are bad for us and keep safe from
evil forces.
God appears to be doing most of the action in the Lord's Prayer. From God we receive daily bread, forgiveness, and
deliverance from evil. But Jesus says we are to do more than just receive. but Jesus shows us that prayer is not a
passive activity. The word pray is a verb and that implies action.
We can forgive. Forgiveness matters. When we are upset with another, and we hang on to that negativity that feeling
of being right and they did me wrong, what we’re actually doing is hanging on to the pain, the disappointment, the
resentment, and the anger. The negativity of an event that may have happened hours or days or years ago stays current
in us. Someone once said, “It’s like drinking poison and expecting the other person to die”. We can forgive and when
we do, it’s not only healing to the other party and the relationship, but it helps heal us, too, spiritually, emotionally,
and physically. Forgiveness helps us to get back into right relationship with each other and with God.
We are to ask for what we need. There are so many of us just won't do that. Perhaps it's because we don't want to
appear as anything less than perfect...or we don't want to admit a weakness...or we don't want to 'own' a particular
reality. Maybe it's that we think others 'know' what we need. Maybe just can't ask for what we need because of
stubborn Yankee pride. But I want you to realize that asking to have your needs met is a faithful endeavor.
Those of you who are givers—you know who you are—listen up--and especially the givers who don't ever allow
anyone to give back, know this: It’s faithful to ask for what you need. It’s faithful to seek the answers or the solution
to the issue. It’s faithful to knock on doors and enlist assistance. Those doors will be opened. All things are possible
with God. God opens doors that we alone couldn’t and when God opens doors, you can and get to places you’ve never
been!
In our scripture today, Jesus tells a story about a man who had company arrive in the middle of the night. He asked his
neighbor for bread so that he could serve the houseguest. The neighbor comes up with all kinds of reasons why he
can’t get up, but he finally gives in because the man asking was persistent.

Later in the passage, Jesus reminds us that we are to take action to bring about our desired results. He says, ask. He
doesn’t say, the world is full of mind-readers who know what you need so there's no need to speak up. He says, seek.
He doesn’t say, it’s out there and you’ll stumble upon it. He says knock. He doesn’t say, sit home and let opportunity
come to you.
So friends, go live the Lord's Prayer. Maybe that's the key to Heaven. In Jesus, the kingdom of heaven had come near.
In Jesus, God's will was done.
Thy Kingdom Come. Thy Will Be Done On Earth As It Is In Heaven. You’ve likely said those words hundreds or
even thousands of times, but could it be that we haven’t understood?
What if God’s kingdom comes WHEN God’s will is done on earth as it is in Heaven? Think about it.
What if, when we recognize that we are in community and we are to love God and our neighbors….and we
recognize that everyone is a beloved child of God….and everyone has enough to eat and basic needs met….and
when everyone can forgive and get along in harmony… and when we all lead good moral and ethical lives and
when we choose love over evil always, THEN, (and perhaps only then), might God’s kingdom reign, right here,
on Earth?
Blessed be and amen.

