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As Christians, we can enjoy a quality of life that is peaceful, joyful, enlightened, forgiving, helpful, kind, aware, and
present to everything around us. It a word, loving. When you meet someone who truly embodies this not just some of
the time, but most of the time, you know you’ve met someone special. And yet, each of us could be this way, not just
some of the time or even most of the time, but all of the time! This ‘loving and loved’ state of being is just part of
what we can learn from Jesus.
We pick up today’s Scripture passage with several people who want to study with Jesus, but Jesus says something
shocking. (He really knows how to get your attention!) He will not let you study with him if you don’t hate your
mother. And he won’t be your teacher unless you hate your spouse and siblings. Don’t even think of asking to get into
the Master class with Jesus unless you can say you hate your children. And don’t you dare wear a “Life is Good” tshirt! Because you can’t be a disciple unless you don’t love your life!
(What?!?!) Now, I don’t know about you, but I’m thinking that if Jesus gathered up only the type of person that you
can get by reading this quite literally (meaning basically those who hate everyone closest to them-- including
themselves), he’d have been hanging around with a gang of angry, ruthless bullies!
I’m pretty sure that Jesus didn’t mean this exactly as it came off, after all one of the Ten Commandments is to “honor
your father and mother”, but by opening with an attention-getting sentence, he gave us all a good hook.
He’s talking to people who want to be his disciples and he says, “If you want to study with me, you’ve got to put God
first in your life. Other people can’t come first. Things can’t be first. Money can’t be first. The things you value now
are things you’ll need to let go of.” (Basically, what’s your faith worth to you? Is it worth—everything?)
Let me clarify this passage a bit…different translations of the Bible don’t actually say ‘hate your father…’, they say,
“anyone who comes to me, but refuses to let go of his father or mother…” (The Message) or “anyone who wants to
follow must love me far more than his own father or mother” (The Living Bible). So it’s not actually a question of
hating anyone, but, instead, a question of prioritizing with Christ as #1.
The worlds ‘family’ and ‘familiar’ have the same Latin root. You may need to give up some of what is familiar to you
in order to learn new things from Jesus. It may help to think about this passage as though you’re going away to
college and you’re living on campus. You have to leave your home and family and friends. You don’t get to bring
more than some clothing and a radio. There are costs involved, and you have to commit yourself to passing your
courses or you don’t get to stay.
Did you hear the last line of the Scripture? “If you want to follow me, you have to give up all of your possessions.”
He may have meant that you had to give up all of your material things, possibly because Jesus was always on the
move. He may also have meant, you have to give up all of your built-in allegiances, preconceptions, or your
assumptions about how the world works…and how people work….and how you yourself work.
With Jesus, things change! The cost Jesus asks us to consider may well be very personal. We may be transformed. We
may lose ‘who we were’ as we ‘awaken to who we are as Christians’. Jesus can take us from one way of thinking to
another and one way of being to another. The cost of discipleship may be letting go of things you’ve done forever
because your eyes have been opened to the fact that they’re not good for the world, or other people, or even yourself.
And did you notice that Jesus is willing to teach everyone—if they’re willing to commit themselves wholly to their
studies? There’s an intergenerational aspect to this passage. He speaks to young men who haven’t yet left their fathers
and mothers to cleave to their wives. He speaks to parents who are raising families. He speaks to siblings. Jesus will
teach anyone how to peaceful, loving, joyous, and fulfilled-IF his students are willing to put God first and stick with
Jesus, even if there’s some personal cost.
Have you heard the expression, “all in”? Being ‘all in’ means committing yourself totally and completely to an
endeavor. The term actually came from card playing and refers to a point in a game of poker when someone bets it all
on one hand.

Are you ‘all in’ as a follower of Jesus; as a disciple of Christ?
Let me share a story that illustrates the nature of being ‘all in’. This happened to Rev. William Willimon when he was
the chaplain at Duke Divinity School. One day he got a phone call from a very angry parent. The student’s father said,
"I hold you personally responsible for this! I have spent an enormous amount of money for my daughter to get a B.S.
degree in mechanical engineering and now she wants to throw it all away and do mission work for the Presbyterians
in Haiti. Can you imagine! A trained engineer digging ditches."
The minister wanted to know, "Now how is that my fault? What did I do?" The father was really worked up and with
raised voice, he said, "I'll tell you what you did… You ingratiated yourself with her, filled her head with all that
religion stuff. She likes you. That's why she is doing this. I hold you personally responsible."
"Now look," college chaplain responded, a bit defensively, "You had her baptized in the church. You read her Bible
stories. You took her to Sunday school. You were the one who paid for her to go skiing with the youth group. It's your
fault that she took that stuff so seriously she now wants to go into the ministry."
"I know, I know," the man sighed, "but we didn't want her to be minister. All we wanted was for her to be a
Presbyterian!"(Adapted from William Willimon, Pulpit Resources, September 10, 1995, p. 45.)
This student was 100% committed to Christ and she was willing to give up her degree and training to go be a
missionary. Giving up what we have for God is indeed giving it UP to God. You could think of it as a modern version
of an ancient sacrifice.
Jesus knows that his students may well have a price to pay in their personal lives. He says, ‘take up your cross’ which
we understand to be a difficult burden or responsibility that each person has to shoulder alone. This may come at a
cost and it may be economic. It could be that your cross to bear is to bring awareness child labor in foreign countries,
and because of this, you avoid certain affordable brands and pay more for clothing that was created under just
conditions. If you’re a provider of goods or services, particularly now that everyone has social media profiles, it could
be that you lose customers or new business because of your convictions.
There may be other costs of discipleship, too. You could potentially lose relationships. If the people you’ve hung
around with forever don’t share your values, you may choose not to spend time with them anymore. As a Christian,
you’ll certainly be called to do things that are more difficult because they are the right thing to do.
A Christian worldview allows us to see that connections exist everywhere. We’re all connected to one another, to
every creature on this earth, and to all of creation. When we look at the world through a Christian lens, we can see
things as God does. We see the beauty and also the sorrow. The cost of discipleship may be that we experience pain
because others are hurting.
Being Christian means that we’re all in this together! Being Christian means practicing our faith. No matter how good
you are at something, practice helps you improve your skill. Take football players. No matter how good they are, they
are constantly learning and practicing what they’ve learned so they can be their best. They get up early to train, they
exercise all the time, they probably avoid chocolate cake and potato chips, and they don’t stay up late partying with
friends. The Patriots have a handful of Superbowl rings, but they still practice so they can beat the Steelers again
tonight!
To sum up the sermon, if you want to be a disciple of Jesus, meaning someone who learns and lives His teachings so
that you become a carbon copy of Christ, you need to commit yourself fully to this endeavor. Even realizing that there
may be personal price to pay, you need to be all in.
This week, I have two holy homework assignments for you. You can choose one or take both. The first is to think of
what familiar thing you can give UP for God whether it’s a grudge or a prejudice or an unhealthy association.

The second assignment is to think of one thing you believe to be a tenet of Christianity and recommit yourself to this
week. Perhaps it’s being present for others, or maybe it’s being gracious to anyone who may hurt your feelings, or
maybe it’s speaking truth to power this week.
To be a practicing Christian requires that when we leave church, we take these lessons into our homes and our lives
and our world. Blessed be and amen.

