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- Blurbs for the Month OCTOBER's ZOOM READING GROUP
October 22nd, 8pm via Zoom
Join Zoom MeeDng
hGps://us02web.zoom.us/j/89628999131?pwd=SHV5eG9yeDg2a3JLeWpLM3Bmbzk4QT09
MeeDng ID: 896 2899 9131
Passcode: 208820
One tap mobile
+13462487799,,89628999131#,,,,,,0#,,208820# US (Houston)
+16699006833,,89628999131#,,,,,,0#,,208820# US (San Jose)
LOOKING AHEAD: NOVEMBER’S BOOK
NOVEMBER 19TH, 2020
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PRAYER TEAM HAS BEEN ACTIVATED!!!
Have a prayer request? Send it to the Prayer Team and prayers will be sent daily!
Contact Mother Tammy tammywooliver@gmail.com or Tori Davidson toriart@aol.com to have
your prayer requests added to the Daily Prayer list!

WEDNESDAY EVENING SERVICE OF PRAYER AND HEALING
Please join us on Wednesday Evenings either at ST. Luke’s or on Zoom for a service of Healing
and Prayer at 6pm.
Zoom link emailed weekly and located on St. Luke’s website at hGp://www.stlukesada.com

WATER INSTEAD OF CANDLES!
Yes, you heard right. Due to the Covid guidelines, we currently cannot light candles in a safe
manner. So for the Dme being, we will instead use water to oﬀer up our prayers. The voDve
stand will be placed in the Parish Hall with empty voDves. Small boGles of blessed water will be
available for you to pour into the voDves as you oﬀer your prayers. Once you ﬁll the voDve, if
there is any remaining water, you can take it home with you or empty it on the church grounds
and place the boGle for recycling in the provided basket. Water, like ﬁre, has signiﬁcant
spiritual meaning and is an appropriate substance for oﬀering your prayers.

Don’t throw out your magazines!
Mother Tammy wants magazines full of pictures for future art projects!!!

INTERESTED IN LEARNING ABOUT CONFIRMATION AND THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH?
CONTACT Mother Tammy FOR MORE INFORMATION!!!!!

TREASURER’S UPDATE
Happy Fall Everyone - I wanted to give you an update on the St. Luke’s ﬁnances. On
September 22, 2020 I have received $138,482.50 towards the $201,740.00 pledged for
2020. I have received $4,355.00 in donaDons. Please keep your pledge payments as
current as possible as the monthly expenses conDnue. Thank you and stay safe.
Barbara Suess
Treasurer
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GreeDngs St. Luke’s family,
In my last arDcle, I discussed in brief all the changes St. Luke’s community
has experienced over the last three years, including the changes in our worship
experience since the arrival of Covid- 19. I stated, “We were forced to change
the very thing that would bring solace, stability, and support during a
complicated transiDon – gathering as a community for tradiDonal worship
stopped in a blink of an eye. TradiDons and rouDnes that we had come to count
on in our lives just stopped overnight.” Once we were able to resume worship,
we were blessed to uDlize our parish hall space. The decision was made that the
space in the parish hall allows for us to safely have more people in one service.
In addiDon, the chairs are easy to saniDze aver each service, and we aren’t
harming the wood in the nave with the strong cleaners. The ﬂow of people
coming and leaving can be accomplished without violaDng the 6 feet social
distancing guidelines. Also, because the space is more open, the air ﬂows and
moves rather than remaining more conﬁned in a more enclosed space. And on
beauDful days we can open the windows and doors to enhance the airﬂow even
more. For the most part, the feedback from those who have aGended worship
in the parish hall has been posiDve. We all know it’s not the same, but God
shows up nonetheless and community is experienced.
Now, in the last few weeks, I’ve had folks ask me when will we be
worshiping in the Nave again? It’s a good quesDon, and one I wish I had a
deﬁniDve answer to. But I do not. As I write this, Pontotoc County recorded 17
new cases in one day and the recorded total of posiDve cases thus far is 459
persons. The risk of contracDng the virus conDnues to grow with the growing
numbers and your vestry and I are commiGed to keeping our worship and any
in- person gatherings as safe as possible. Throughout the diocese, churches are
also making decisions; some have yet to re-gather, such as the Cathedral; some
are worshipping outdoors; and the Diocesan oﬃces remain closed and
employees are working from their homes. We have two opportuniDes for you
to worship with the community on Sundays, the virtual oﬀerings will conDnue,
and together we will keep supporDng one another through this unprecedented
Dme.
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You each play a role in keeping yourself and others safe and healthy as well by
tending to the following:
Masks are required when on the church grounds (if others are present)
Regular hand washing
6 feet social distancing
No food or drinks at any church related gathering or event
Stay home if you have fever, have been exposed, have been traveling,
or do not feel well

Please know that you are welcome to schedule Dme in the Sanctuary for
your own personal prayer Dme anyDme from 10 to 4 Tues through Friday.
Please contact Nao Taylor at the oﬃce 332-6429 to reserve.
Also, if you’re not yet ready for in-person worship, you can schedule a
Dme with me to receive Communion either at your home or in the Sanctuary.
Just contact me to make that happen.
Dear friends, I wish I had a magic ball and could make this all go away or
could give you some kind of speciﬁc answers. We just don’t know what we
don’t know. “What people are craving right now is clarity.” This statement was
said by Dr. Fauci as he was interviewed by Time magazine for the top 100 people
for 2020. I agree with him but would add that we are also craving normalcy.
Our hearts are grieving the loss of our “before” lifestyles and the craving can
seduce us into believing that it is Dme for “normal.” It is not yet Dme. However,
if we conDnue the good work of staying safe, the “normal” will return sooner
rather than later. In the meanDme, stay grounded in prayer, stay connected,
take care of yourselves, and conDnue to support one another the best we can.
In Christ,
Mother Tammy
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My Prayer Story
Hi there! My name is Ember McCurdy and I've been
asked to share my experience with you guys!
One humid, summer night, my friends and I were all
messing around in our tent at around midnight. We were
joking around but then the conversaDon turned serious. My
friend Mikkiya asked Kari and I if our churches were sDll open
during the pandemic. We answered no and then she
proceeded to ask us about our churches and about how we worship. Kari gave her
Methodist answer and then came my turn. I told her I didn’t have a strong prayer pracDce,
but church was an acDve part of my life and I missed it. She then asked how my church
camp worked. I began to regale my friends with stories of camp, both hilarious and sad. I
told them about closing circle, a nightly prayer circle we do as a cabin. They then asked if
we could actually do a closing circle. Of course I said yes, I mean, I had just spent a good 30
minutes telling them about church camp! We didn’t have a candle and we didn’t think it
would be smart to bring one out into the tent so we set a ﬂashlight down on the ﬂoor. They
asked how it worked and I told them “We join hands and, my favorite one is Rose,Bud,
Thorn,” I explained that Rose is where you share with the circle what your favorite part of
your day was, Bud is what you are looking forward to in the future and Thorn is where you
share your worst part of the day. They wanted to do it, so I conDnued, “Then we say The
Lord’s prayer but since you guys don’t really know it I’ll just say one aloud for the group.”
We began telling each other our Roses, Buds, Thorns and I began preparing myself to say a
prayer. When it was my turn, I had Kari and Helen’s hands in mine and I began to speak. The
words I spoke resonated with me greater than any other words ever had. The words came
straight from my heart, and I began to sway with the beat of my words. As I got to the end
of my prayer I began to think “Is God actually going to listen to this prayer, when I’ve never
prayed like this before?” and that was when I felt it, I felt a hand press down on my
shoulder. I felt it squeeze my shoulder as a loving father would grab his child’s. I searched
for Kari and Helen’s hands, which were sDll in mine, and I came to the conclusion that this
was the hand of God on my shoulder. I’d never been ﬂooded with so many quesDons. I have
no idea if they were answered or not, but I didn’t care. As I sat ﬁnishing up my prayer, I
began to cry. As my friends opened their eyes and saw me they asked what was going on. I
looked up, wiping my eyes and said to them “I felt Him.”
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A word from the Deacon
It’s so good to see folks slowly joining us for Sunday in-person services and now, with
our big TV monitor hooked up in the parish hall, we can see the faces of those joining in
on Zoom (but only if you turn your video on!). Understandably, not everyone is
comfortable returning yet, and that is OK. I have to say that I really appreciate
everyone’s compliance with our masking and “compassionate” social distancing
requirements for in-person services. I know it is not ideal; we’d all love to be in our
beauDful nave, faces uncovered, joining the choir in joyful song, kneeling together
shoulder-to- shoulder at the altar rail and using the parish hall for its intended purpose:
enjoying each other’s’ company in fellowship. All these things will come to pass.
But for now this is what we have, and I for one am thankful for it. Even with these
restricDons we are sDll able to worship. Despite how it might feel someDmes, we are not
suﬀering persecuDon as ChrisDans or being deprived of our right to worship; to think
about our present situaDon in this context would be an injusDce to those who have, and
sDll do, undergo real persecuDon for pracDcing their parDcular faiths. We are
inconvenienced, yes, and we miss our tradiDonal style and place of worship. We miss
socializing and fellowship, both within and outside the church walls. But we also know
that virus cases in our area conDnue to rise daily. According to the regional county
health department, community and family social gatherings both small and large, and
churches that persist in tradiDonal forms of worship with few safety precauDons,
including aver-service coﬀee hour, are among the top sources of community spread.
Our BapDsmal Covenant demands that we love our neighbors and care for one another.
As followers of Jesus we have a collecDve, moral responsibility to take acDons that are
known to keep each other safe, both within the church and outside of it. There are Dmes
when we must sacriﬁce personal preferences for the common good; this is a constant
theme in ChrisDan teaching. We don’t always have to do it cheerfully, but we are called
to do it with grace.
I thank each and every one of you for all you are doing and how we are living out our
ChrisDan lives the best we can in these challenging Dmes. The people and parish of St.
Luke’s are always in my prayers.
Deacon Bobby
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Senior Wardens‘s notes
This year of 2020 has challenged almost everything we know in our daily lives. How we
navigate work, school, gatherings, weddings and funerals. I know for all of you just as for
me, it has also challenged our understanding of what it is to be together as the body of
Christ. We have had to come together and adapt the ways in which we can worship. We
have had to also adapt the ways that we can serve each other and our community. I am
so very proud of how St Lukes has stepped up to the challenges presented even when
our understanding of this virus and its impact on our world has been changing and
challenging.
We have had to change our deﬁniDon of how we are together. I’m so thankful that we
have been able to join together electronically via zoom,YouTube and Facebook. We are
also so very lucky we have a space in our parish hall that allows us to meet for services
while carrying out appropriate social distancing. So many churches have not been able
to even meet together in person at all. I’m so thankful that we are able to meet together
in this place while pracDcing social distancing in a way that helps protect ourselves and
others from this virus
This is also going to change the way we manage our stewardship going forward this year.
That is some thing we’re going to be working on in the next few weeks. If any of you
have ideas or suggesDons please share them.
Love in Christ,
Phyllis Wallace

A note from the Junior Warden
Flower beds need love. The weeds are taking over. If you can make Dme to do a liGle
weeding in the courtyard, ten minutes can make a diﬀerence. Many hands make short
work. Call or text me if you have quesDons.
I miss you all and keep you in my prayers,
Dan Church 580 272-4171
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Grief and COVID
Grief is Lring. Physically and emoLonally, it just drains you in ways your oPen not
prepared for.
As we all get back to normal acDviDes in our lives such as school, going back to work or
church I think we are grieving the sense of normality that is missing in those acDviDes.
It’s like returning to a familiar place like a childhood home but someone else has moved
in and it’s the same place but the “vibe” or the feeling is diﬀerent and it’s not giving you
the comfort you one thought it would.
As a teacher and youth minister I am grieving the community that I was once able to
create. While I’m sDll able to create community, it’s just not the same kind of
community. As a youth group we aren’t in the green room, sizng on the couches, or in
the ﬂoor. We aren’t sharing meals or snack together together. In the classroom we can’t
sit in a circle for story Dme, or eat cupcakes for birthdays, or throw holiday parDes and
go on ﬁeld trips. These are the kinds of things that are being grieved over right now. For
some there’s even more. When those we love and care for a grieving we want to gather
and comfort but that brings on the grief of not being able to do even that in these
Dmes.
So here we are, all grieving. It feels lonely even though we know we are not alone.
Whether it’s our household family around us or our church and community family
praying for us we are not alone. And even when it doesn’t feel like we will; we do, we
always make it through these grieving seasons. With though{ul prayer said by us and on
our behalf. With cries to God because we don’t know what else to do. Aver, someDmes,
being carried by God through the thick of it. Because God made us a promise and in
Proverbs chapter 30(and probably many other places) we are reminded of that promise.
That God WILL SAVE YOU. “He protects those who run to him for help”.
So whether you are grieving the lack normality in what seems like a normal task, or
grieving because you don’t feel safe going back to “normal”, or for any reason
whatsoever ever, be reminded that you are not alone. You don’t have to make it through
this grieving season by yourself and at the end of the grieving season, God has
protected you. So rest and treat yourself well because grieving is exhausDng.
Caity Dowing
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Miriam Kast White Music Director
I have been working as a church musician for almost 25 years now and the last ﬁveen
years have involved a lot of organ playing. Although I can no longer say that I am new to
the organ, I must admit that I will always feel that my organ playing is secondary to my
piano playing. St. Luke's is very much a church in which the aestheDc of the service has
seemed best served by the rich and varied sounds of the organ. I myself resonate with
that aestheDc and am sad that we are unable to worship as we have been these last ﬁve
years (the length of Dme I have been at St Luke's). I look forward to when we can
resume worship in our sanctuary. That said......I am grateful that we have such a lovely
instrument in our current worship space, and that I have an opportunity to share so
much of the piano music that has fed me throughout these last 25 years. I believe that
in the big picture of Dme....this COVID period will be a small corner and so I am
determined to enjoy it. My regret is the absence of the voice(s). CongregaDonal hymn
singing is not to be taken for granted and few things compare to the connecDvity we
experience when we are sharing a good hymn. I also miss the fellowship and
musicianship of our choir. These things will be back, but in the meanDme it is important
to recognize the loss with their absence. Peace to you all.

Notes from Altar Guild
Hi! The altar guild would love to have some new members. This opportunity to serve
your parish is open to both men and women. Aver a brief training, you can expect to
spend about 1 hour a month to prepare for Sunday services. Please contact me for
more info!
Altar Flowers: Please consider signing up to donate the Altar ﬂowers. This is a
wonderful way to remember a loved one or express thanksgiving for a milestone life
event of any kind. The cost per Sunday is $40.00 for the two arrangements. Your
request will be oﬀered in our prayers and noted in the bulleDn. You may choose the
date and if it is a one Dme or on going request. You will receive a bill at the end of the
month
You are welcomed to take a boGle of Holy Water with you. They are located on the
table in the visitors center in the parish hall.
Kathy Taylor 580-320-8576
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Notes from Bridget
St. Luke's has a new website that was launched while many of us were in quaranDne.
Last year, the Vestry voted to adopt the same pla{orm used by the Episcopal Diocese of
Oklahoma and contacted FaithNetwork who built our new site. Visit
www.stlukesada.com to explore the new site. You'll ﬁnd our services listed in the
calendar feature with links to reserve your seat at an upcoming service, parDcipate via
zoom, watch on Facebook or view on YouTube. You can also use the website to view the
weekly bulleDn from your smartphone.

St. Luke’s Technology IniLaLve/Roadmap
At the September 2020 meeDng the vestry approved a proposal that will establish the
core items needed to establish a voice, video and data network for the church campus.
While the iniDal thrust will be to provide the ability to connect and distribute video from
the Parish Hall as well as provide a more robust access to the Internet from the church
oﬃce, the iniDal roll-out will provide stable wired and wireless connecDvity in the Parish
Hall and the church oﬃce. At this juncture there may be some “bleed over” of wireless
connecDvity past the Parish Hall and the oﬃce but this signal will not be considered
“supportable”. That is to say that if it isn’t consistent and stable, ﬁne, it isn’t considered
as a focal part of the iniDal roll-out.
In addiDon, the Internet Access service is being increased to provide a greater outbound
or upload capacity so to beGer provide St. Luke’s Internet streaming of the various
services currently being provided as well as to support Zoom and other video
conferencing opDons and needs.
The iniDal project will establish and deﬁne the network infrastructure for the iniDal
project as well deﬁning, as required, how the voice, video and data infrastructure will
expand.
The iniDal project is planned to be completed prior to the end of October 2020.
Bruce Jones
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MATTHEW 25 JOINS ASBURY FOOD DISTRIBUTION
Next Date: Thursday, October 22, 2020 4:00-6:00 p.m.
Volunteers from St. Luke’s joined forces with the Asbury Church Food DistribuDon program
September 17 and 18. Three hundred sets of food were packed in boxes on Wednesday
morning. Clients started lining up in their cars by 5:00 a.m. Thursday morning to receive
boxes of food. The actual distribuDon did not begin unDl 9:00, but families were there
anyway. Each family received a large box (actually a banana box) of canned vegetables,
soup and meat, cereal, pasta, rice, dried fruit, and crackers PLUS a box of fresh produce, a
smaller box of frozen meat, a bag of sweet potatoes, and 64 oz. jar of fruit juice. All of this
food came from the Regional Food Bank in Oklahoma City. You have to be there to begin to
imagine the process of sorDng and packing that much food! It takes about 25 volunteers
each morning (twice a month!); they are all ages, mostly women but enough strong men to
handle the heavy living.
20 complete sets of food were saved back from the morning distribuDon for us to have in
the evening. The role of St. Luke’s volunteers is to provide an evening distribuDon, mostly to
serve those people who cannot come to the morning distribuDon. We started out by
contacDng ﬁveen families from our former MaGhew 25 ﬁles. As we all know, word gets out
and another ten families heard about the plan and showed up without an appointment. We
will make appointments with each of those families mid- October so we will know how
many sets of food to save for evening. Last month’s clients were very appreciaDve of the
opportunity to receive food at a Dme that works for them.
The really great news is the number of St. Luke’s people who helped out: Diane Criswell,
Julie Lawson, Marsha Church, Shirley Mixon, ChrisDne Pappas, Darla Thomas, Katrina
McCurdy, Ember McCurdy, Robert Willis, April Nesbit, Deanna Compton, Colton Collins,
Wayne Hanway, and Mother Tammy made quick work of the whole project and cleanup.
Also, Julie’s friend, Amy Kaiser, MaGhew 25’s dear friend from St. Josephs, Nancy Cheper ,
Susan Carrigan and her son Erik, and a former client from MaGhew 25 all joined our crew.
We learned, among other things, that way too much Dme had been planned for carrying
out the process.....that can be taken care of with ease!
The decision to move our “labor of love” to another venue has turned out to be a “no
brainer”! The change evolved throughout the summer as we conDnued to order food for
M-25 and had it delivered to the Asbury Church Food Pantry. Maybe this is just one posiDve
outcome from the pandemic?
Suzanne
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