An Inviting Community Following Christ For Life
Volume 52, Issue 11

December 2019

2

Session Update















At its stated meeting on October 7, 2019, the Session:
Approved the October 7, 2019 membership count of 660.
Approved to extend and continue Trinity’s relationship with our Parish
Associate, Barry Gruver, effective for one year from January 1, 2020.
Asked each session committee to review, update, and, if needed, create
Committee Policy and Procedures to be saved on a shared session drive.
Reviewed baptism, communion, and attendance reports.
Heard that Rev. Faulkner and Elder Steinle hosted a dinner for volunteers who
contributed to lower level repairs over the summer.
Learned that groups using our facilities need to either set-up themselves or
give P&B plenty of time to make set-up arrangements.
Mentioned the Autumn Prayer Vigil scheduled from noon Friday, October 11
until noon Saturday, October 12.
Learned that Rev. Dr. Mouris Yousef and Rev. Dr. Debby Brincivalli will
preach while Dr. Faulkner and Rev. Craven travel to Israel.
Heard that youth activities are in full swing including: Mixers & Mission,
Commissioning Classes, and Senior High’s.
Reviewed year-to-date pledge income (August) of $395,280, $9,746 under
budget for the year.
Were informed that the number of Presbyteries in NJ will be reduced from five
to three. More details pending.
Prayed for members and friends.

- Jenny Stark, Clerk of Session

Christmas Eve Social
Don't miss our annual Christmas Eve Social, held in Fellowship Hall
at the close of the 7:00pm candlelight communion service. This is
the perfect opportunity to share a warm drink and a sweet treat, and
conversation with special people on the eve of Christ's birth. What
better way to begin your Christmas celebration? See you there!
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Trinity’s Music News
YOU CAN MAKE MUSIC AT TRINITY!

Adult Choir Rehearsal
Wednesdays at 7:30 pm

Adult Bell Rehearsal
Wednesdays at 6:30 pm

Children’s Rehearsals

Cherub Choir – Pre-K and Kindergarten;
Thursday 4:30-5:00pm
Carol Choir – 1st and 2nd grade;
Thursday 5:00-5:40pm
rd
Team Choir – 3 , 4th, and 5th grade; Thursday 5:40-6:20pm
Team Bells – 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade; Thursday 6:20-6:50pm

Youth
Rehearsals
th
th

Youth Choir – 6 -12 grade; Sundays 10:50am-11:30am
Youth Bell Ensemble 6th -12th grade; Sundays 11:30-noon
Youth Instrumental Ensemble 6th -12th grade;
Rehearsal Dates to be Announced

Trinity Band and
Mahalo Ukulele Band

Rehearsal Dates to be Announced

Please call the church office at 428-2050 or e-mail Lisa Marcelli,
Director of Music, at lisa.marcelli@trinpres.org for more
information.
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Children's Ministries

Church School
The Children’s Ministries will again this year collect
new hats, mittens, and scrafs for children that need
some warmth during the long winter months. We will
have trees set up in the O’Dell Fellowship Hall and
also Witherspoon Building starting December 8th.
Please help us out by contributing to this mission.
Sunday, December 1st, the children in Witherspoon
building will be working on a craft that will be used as
a mission project.
We will also again sponsor an Advent Festival to be held on December 8. After
the service, we will have bagels and snacks and crafts for the children in the
Anteroom. This event has always been a big success for our children.

Mixers & Mission
12/8/19 2:00 pm Elf
at Lisa & Joe Marcelli’s home
We hope you can join us!
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact
Lisa Marcelli at lisa.marcelli@trinpres.org
or
Sarah Craven at sarah.craven@trinpres.org
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Deacons Christmas Sharing
The Deacons are pleased to announce the return of the Christmas
Sharing Program for 2019. Please visit the Deacons' table
in Fellowship Hall during coffee hour. At the table, you can sign up to
buy a Christmas gift for a child from Urban Promise or a client from
Acenda Integrated Health (formerly Robins' Nest). Clients at Acenda
have aged out of the foster care system but are not yet ready to live on
their own. When you sign up, a form with specific gift suggestions
will be provided to help you complete your shopping. Gifts will be
accepted until before service on December 15th. Gifts for Robins'
Nest should be returned wrapped, while gifts for Urban Promise
should be brought to the church unwrapped. Please contact Pete
Desjardins psdesjar@gmail.com or Hersch Craven herschcraven@aol.com with any questions.
In addition to the Christmas presents, we provide food for the 30 clients at Acenda and 10 families through
Urban Promise. In the past we have also made a donation of food to the Cherry Hill Food Pantry.
Unfortunately, last year the Deacons Fund was short of funds and we made the difficult decision to not
support the food pantry. We are hoping to make a donation again this year, but funds are very tight again this
year. We ask you to prayerfully consider making a contribution to the Deacons Fund to support the Christmas
Sharing Program.

Fellowship Group
Fellowship Group meets once a month for Fellowship and
lively discussion. We normally meet at 12:30 on Sundays
for a pot-luck lunch at member’s homes. Our next meeting
is December 1st at 12:30. All are welcome. For more
information text or call Jenny Stark 609-680-6090.

Lenten Devotional
Once again next year Trinity plans to publish a Lenten
Devotional.
Reflections are needed from our congregation. Even though
Christmas is upon us, please be thinking of your part in this
effort. Instructions will be coming in January explaining how
you can provide a devotional.
January 15th — Deadline for article submission
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Care n’ Share

Care n’ Share had a busy fall
with lots of great donations
from our generous
congregation! Thank
you! We are still accepting
Christmas decor.

A Christmas Story
by Jean Shepherd

A Christmas Story was written for
the screen offering an affectionate
slightly satirical portrait of a
family's rites of
Care n’ Share Midwestern
Christmas during the depression. It
did modest business at the box
We were able to approve our semi annual donation to office, but the televised life of the
local missions of $8,500. We gave $11,000 in the
film has proven a favorite, rivaling "It's a Wonderful
spring. ($19,500 for the year!). Please check us out in Life". This is the book from which the movie was
Trinity’s Annual Report for a list of the recipients.
made, first published in 1966, and never out of print
since.
We will close on December 19 for a two week
holiday break. We will reopen on January 4 for “first
A Beautiful Word for Christmas
Saturday.”
Devotions and Ideas for celebrating
each day.
Our hours are Tuesdays, Thursdays and the “first
Saturday “ of the month from 10 am to 1 pm. Items
Read the Christmas story like
may be dropped off on those days plus Sunday
never before with favorite
mornings following the 9:30 Worship service.
scriptures beautifully hand-lettered
and illustrated. This collection of devotions was
We have great stuff! Come check us out!
written to help you navigate the wonder-filled, but
Have a blessed Christmas & New Year!
often stress-filled, season of Advent. Among all the
chaos and activities that is Christmas, see and enjoy
the Babe who is a King.

Library Corner

We are celebrating an 'old-fashioned Christmas' in the
library this year, with books both old and new! Come CHILDREN'S CORNER
browse and enjoy!
The Christmas Miracle of
A McKettrick Christmas
Jonathan Toomey
by Linda Lael Miller
by Susan Wojciechowski
Lizzie McKettrick is coming home
for Christmas as Indian Rock's new
schoolteacher. The train is hit by
an avalanche, so someone has to
decide how to save everyone on the
train.

A story and a disc for parents to
share with older children. Jonathan
Toomey is the best woodcarver in the valley. He
keeps to himself, and never smiles or laughs.

When a neighbor asks Mr. Toomey to carve a creche
for her in time for Christmas, and allow her young
Lizzie is bringing home a surprise young man to meet son to watch him as he carves it, he agrees. A quiet
her family,but when the passengers are scrambling to request leads to a joyful miracle, as the window and
try to save themselves and keep warm, she is thinking her son gently warm the sad heart of Jonathan
about why her boyfriend is not helping. However,
Toomey.
young Dr. Morgan Shane, who is traveling for Indian
Rock as their new physician, takes charge helping the DREAM SNOW
injured, and working side by side with Lizzie to try to by Eric Carle
get everyone comfortable.
A book for younger children. The
With hard work, faith and determination, they hope to story of a farmer who noticed as
survive. Lizzie knows her father and uncles will come he fell asleep that there had been
for them when the train doesn't arrive in her
no snow. As he slept it snowed, so he had to quickly
hometown.
get the tree trimmed for the animals.
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Trinity’s Annual Stewardship Campaign
Great is Thy Faithfulness
Trinity’s Annual Stewardship Campaign continues. The
theme of this year’s campaign is “Great is Thy
Faithfulness”. This theme was selected to remind us of the
gifts that God continues to give us and our Church. We
should be grateful for how God has shown his faithfulness
to us and enhanced our experiences and life at Trinity.
Your financial support is required to continue Trinity’s
outstanding programs, mission and staffing.
All Church members should have received their
stewardship letter and 2020 pledge card in the mail. If you
have submitted your pledge, thank you! If you have not returned your pledge card, please mail the completed
card to the Church office. You may also submit your pledge through your online EasyTithe account. A return
of your pledge card by December 8 is required to help us develop our 2020 Church budget.
We hope that you carefully consider the needs of your church and answer God’s call by offering your
financial support. Thank you for helping to secure the future of Trinity.
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every
morning; great is your faithfulness.”
Lamentations 3:22:23

Stewardship Talk: Week 2—Chris Slusser
With the theme Great is Your Faithfulness, I guess Greg figured if mine wasn’t pretty great, I wouldn’t be
here. So lucky you all, you get to hear my story. I guess you could say my journey to faithfulness started
when I was young and we went to church every Sunday wherever we lived. One Sunday when we lived in
Kentucky the service was outside of our church because a tornado had torn through the church and there was
no inside. I think that was the first time I cried at church because of my thankfulness that my whole family
was there together. Fast forward to the years when I was just getting home Sunday morning and Ed over there
stood at the door to my bedroom and oh so gently convinced me I wanted to go to church that day. I think I
may have cried for other reasons back then!
The family finally moved back to Cherry Hill and we became members of Trinity in 1978. I joined the youth
choir, bells and the youth group. It’s amazing I can look out into the congregation and see faces of people I
graduated high school with who are even better friends now. And no we haven’t changed at all!
The next step after getting married at Trinity and having my kids baptized at Trinity was to start to give back.
Yes, as a youth, I bought cookies in a bag and hot dogs to support an event. But now I was ready for bigger
things. I was married WITH children…so I got my own pledge envelopes and put money in them every
week! And ok, I still just bought the cookies. As a family we supported the youth group and had our car
washed, and ate a lot of pancake breakfasts.
One of my friends nominated me to become a deacon. That was an eye opener to all of the little things we
take for granted that just kind of happen every week. Do you know how long it takes to squirt juice into
hundreds of little cups and how many bottles you have to buy? I now understood how important those funny
colored envelopes are in that box of weekly envelopes. Let me tell you, no more throwing those babies out.
And money is not all I learned to give. I became a commissioning partner, collected coats and bought
Christmas presents for an age 12 boy…
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Oh and my good friends didn’t stop with offering me up as a Deacon, no I then became an Elder. That really
opened my eyes to what it takes to run this church. I am in awe of what some of our members do on a daily
and weekly basis. So besides our monthly meetings, we all took turns going to the regional meetings. They
really show you what a big job we have as Presbyterians to lend both time and money to help the people
around the world. The group I worked with as an Elder was the commissioning class and youth groups. And
don’t let anyone tell you different, it’s all about the icing when making a gingerbread house!
Now, I’ve been teaching Sunday school for the last 8 years or so. There is nothing like seeing the light bulb
of understanding go off over 4th grader’s head when they really do get what the Holy Spirit is. Or the proud
way the 3rd graders stand holding their new Bibles. We are constantly evaluating the programs to make sure
we use activities and stories that are going to make our kids think and be good people.
I’ve had some of the best days of my life at this church, most recently, my daughter’s wedding and some of
the worst, my husband’s funeral service. I don’t know how I would have handled any of it without the
support of my Trinity family. So why did you just get to hear about my faithfulness journey; because we are
all on a journey of our own, individually and as a member of this church. You may be at the buying cookies
stage or the becoming a deacon stage, but whereever you are in your life, participate with everything you have
because it really is all about the journey.

Stewardship Talk: Week 3—Willemijn Don-Goetz
When we were asked to share some of our story with you during the stewardship campaign, I hesitantly said
yes. The theme, “Great is Thy Faithfulness”, spoke to me because surely I could share some of the ways God
has been faithful to us. But when previous testimonies highlighted the faithfulness of those who have served
Trinity for a long time, I wasn’t sure what I was going to say. I’ve only been a member here at Trinity for a
few months, even though I’ve been worshipping here since Christmas 2013. At first, I only came sporadically
with my then-boyfriend, now husband, Kurt. We actually got married here at Trinity in May 2016, and since
then we’ve been mostly attending Trinity and singing in the choir. We even had our son Lucas baptized here
last year. However, I was still dragging my feet to change over from my previous church in west-Philadelphia.
All in all, I don’t think this is exactly the story of a faithful member of the congregation.
The reason I finally did commit to serving here at Trinity, though, has everything to do with God’s
faithfulness as shown to us through Trinity – especially after we became parents. My pregnancy was overall
pretty easy, but when we brought our newborn son home from the hospital in April 2018, parenthood hit us
like a train. The baby wasn’t sleeping, and neither were we. Lucas wasn’t nursing well nor gaining weight, I
was still not feeling very well, and Kurt was exhausted from lack of sleep while also being extremely busy at
work. But in those difficult moments, God showed us his faithfulness through the faithful service of Trinity
members. We received a heartwarming amount of congratulatory cards. Multiple members of the choir
dropped off meals. Others came over to babysit while I got some time to myself and take some rest. All of
your faithful support helped us to not only survive the first few months as new parents, but also enjoy some
precious moments with our little baby.
Being a parent brought me a whole new perspective on the value of church. Everyone was accepting when we
first took our baby with us in the sanctuary in his car seat – even if he sometimes made noise. We are also
thankful that the choir embraced Lucas’ presence in the choir room on Sunday mornings, and that Lisa allows
us to alternate rehearsals so Kurt and I can both continue to sing in the choir. Once Lucas became too active to
stay in his seat, we took him to the nursery. We are grateful that there are so many members with whom we
can comfortably leave our little boy while we attend worship. And even if you don’t serve in the nursery, you
may have been among those who try to intercept Lucas when he dashes through Fellowship Hall and escapes
to the stairwell to practice going up and down, or to the hallway to look at the cars on route 70.
We look forward to having him participate in the children’s ministry and choirs. It takes a village to raise a
child – but it takes a church family to raise a child of God. My prayer for Lucas is that he becomes a faithful
follower of Jesus Christ. However, I don’t know how to
13 raise him in the faith. (Continued on next page)

So far, he knows the word “Ahm!”, which concludes our prayers, or maybe signals when we will start giving
him food. But how do I start telling him about God and Jesus and God’s love for him, or about faith? I don’t
really know, and I’m grateful that you as a congregation promised to guide and nurture Lucas, and all of our
children, by word and deed, with love and prayer, encouraging them to know and follow Christ and to be a
faithful member of this Church.
Instead of focusing on ways I have been faithful (or not), I’d like to thank you for your faithfulness in
continuing to invest in our young people, the future of the church. And let us continue to worship God, whose
faithfulness knows no end.

Stewardship Talk: Week 4—Dave Large
My name is Dave Large and I am currently serving as an Elder but I AM NOT a member of the Finance and
Stewardship Committee. So why am I up here talking to you during the stewardship minute? That was the
question I asked Reverend Faulkner when he asked me to be one of the Stewardship campaign speakers. He
told me to speak what’s on my heart about my journey here at Trinity. So…here goes.
When Trudie and I got married in 2006, I was a member of Christ Presbyterian Church in Marlton and had
been there for more than twenty years. She was a member of Collingswood Methodist Church and had been
there for about twenty years. So we decided that it would be only fair to find a church that would be “our”
church. Ten years later, we were still attending the Marlton church! In January of 2016 I decided that I had
been a little slow in keeping my promise to find “our” church, so we went church shopping. We went to a few
Presbyterian churches and a few Methodist churches. As we evaluated each church for the proper “fit”, it was
clear to us that God was calling us to go to Trinity. I use the word “call” because I really believe that God had
put things in our lives to point us to Trinity. We attended a memorial service at Trinity in 2015 and we both
remarked how friendly the people were and how much love for Christ was freely expressed not only by the
pastors but also by the congregation. As we attended Trinity as regular visitors, we observed that this was not
a church where people put God in a box to be opened on Sunday morning and then closed after the service.
We felt that, at Trinity, God was to be taken home to be part of our daily lives. That’s why we joined Trinity
in June of 2016.
Trudie is now a Deacon, a member of a circle, a member of the Uke band and a member of the PW. I am
serving as an Elder, a member of the Property and Building Committee, a member of the choir and a member
of the Uke band. It was easy to assimilate into the church life at Trinity because we are accepted as we are;
people seeking to find God in all that we do.
God calls us all. God is calling us to be faithful members of His family and to participate in the church life
here at Trinity. Part of this call is to give faithfully and generously to support the mission of His church. I ask
you to prayerfully consider your financial commitment to the Trinity family of Christ. The pledge cards will
be collected next Sunday, but don’t give just so we can meet the budget. Give so that Christ, through Trinity
Presbyterian Church and its ministries can continue to call others to the fullness of life in Christ.
————————————————————————————————————————————

Thank You to all our speakers for sharing so thoughtfully!
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Nativity Walk
Join us for the 4th Annual Trinity Nativity
Walk! We’re changing it up this year to include
some special Christmas treats and a Christmas Carol
Sing-Along! The date is Sunday, December 22nd
immediately after worship. Bring in your favorite
crèche before the service that morning and set it up
in the designated location in Fellowship Hall.
Whether it’s a clothespin crèche made by your
children at Church School or a family heirloom
handed down through the generations, if you’d like
to share it for the morning, we’d love to see it!
Because we’d also like to know the story of your
cherished Nativity, we’ll have templates available for you to use to submit that info for display on the 22nd.
During coffee hour, members of the congregation will walk around to view the various nativity scenes, and
everyone will have the opportunity to participate in the Christmas Carol Sing-Along with Paul Paulson at the
piano. You’ll take your crèche home with you that day. If you’re interested in participating, please sign up
during coffee hour on December 1st, 8th or 15th.

PW Cookie Sale-Calling All Bakers!
After the service on December 8th, PW will be holding a
cookie sale to raise money for scholarships to the
Bi-annual Women’s Retreat. If you like to bake, please
consider donating a batch of your delicious cookies! If you
are donating: label ingredients, especially tree nuts and
chocolate. Pack cookies 6 to a sandwich zip lock bag. Drop
off in Fellowship Hall on December 8th before the
worship service. Thank you in advance!

15

Trinity Women Annual

Christmas Dinner and
Communion Service
Come relax and renew your heart for Christmas!

Tuesday, December 3, 2019

6:30pm Dinner — 8:00pm Communion Service
Enjoy a catered dinner, followed by a worship service with
Communion in the Sanctuary.
Dinner, will be from Brio Tuscan Grille:
Rigatoni with Alfredo or Marinara
Romana-crusted Chicken
Salad
Bread
Dessert

Tickets are $20 and will be sold on December 1.
Tickets will not be sold at the door.
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PW December 2019 Circle Meetings
Wednesday , December 11th
Miriam
9:30 am

Home of Betty Stockwell

Sunday, December 15th
Shiphrah Circle
4:00 pm

Home of Karen Leonard

Monday, December 16th
Deborah Circle
12:30 pm
Priscilla Circle
1:00 pm
Ruth Circle
6:00 pm

Home of Doris Sapp
Lunch at Restaurant
Home of Susan Bastnagel

Tuesday, November 17th
Rebekah
6:30 pm

Home of Judy Spotto

Tuesday, December 22nd
Esther
11:00am

Brunch at Turning Point, Moorestown

Save-the-Date
Trinity PW One-Day Retreat
“Living Fearlessly”

Saturday, February 1, 2020
9:00AM to 3:00PM
The retreat will be held at Wiley, 99 East Main Street, Marlton, NJ.
More information to follow.
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Any questions, please contact Donna
Croker at (609) 238-0746

Christmas Eve Service Times
4pm– Children's Service
All ages welcome, lively environment for
the little ones
7pm– Candlelight Service,
Choir & Brass
Childcare provided at this service
only, Christmas Social Following Service
11pm– Candlelight Service,
Choir & Brass
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December 2019
Sun
1

Advent Begins
Communion
9:30am
Adult Ed Forum
11am
Fellowship Group
12:30pm

8

Mon
2

Tue
3
PW Christmas
Dinner and
Communion
6:30pm

4

9

10

11
Miriam 9:30am

16
Deborah
12:30pm
Priscilla 1pm
Ruth 6pm

17
18
Rebekah 6:30pm

Children Sing
Advent Festival
10:30am
PW Cookie Sale
10:30am
Mixers &
Mission 2pm

15
Deacons
Christmas
Sharing Delivery
Shiphrah 4pm

Wed

24
Care n’ Share
Closed
Christmas Eve
Worship
4pm, 7:30pm,
11pm

29

31
Care n’ Share
Closed
New Years Eve

30

SUNDAY
9:30 Worship Service
9:30 Church School, Nursery-Gr. 6
10:50 Youth Choir
11 am Adult Ed—Witherspoon
11:30am Youth Bells
7 pm Senior High Fellowship (SHF) Witherspoon

5

Fri
6

Sat
7
Kids Choir
Rehearsal
9am-12pm

TCCS 7:30pm

No Choir
No Bells

22
23
Christmas
Worship Music
Nativity Walk
10:30am
Esther 11am
Adult Choir
Rehearsal 11am

Thu

12

13

14
Adult Music
Rehearsal

19
Care n Share
Closed
NS Christmas
Sing-a-long
9:30am
Kids Pageant
Rehearsal
4:30pm
26

20
NS Closed
through New
Year

21

27

28

25
Merry Christmas!
Office Closed
Office Closed
No Activities
No Activities

TUESDAY
10 am-1 pm Car e ‘n Share Shop

THURSDAY
10 am–1 pm Car e ‘n Share Shop
12 pm Alzheimer ’s Support Group—
6:30 pm AA, Wither spoon
8:00 pm AA, Wither spoon

WEDNESDAY
6:15 pm Commissioning—Witherspoon
6:30pm Adult Bells
Thursday Children’s Choirs
7:00 pm Cub Scouts—Community Room
4:30-5:00 pm Cher ub Choir
MONDAY
7:30 pm Adult Choir
5:00-5:40 pm Car ol Choir
7 pm Boy Scouts—Witherspoon
5:40-6:20 pm TEAM Choir
7:30 BASIC– 2nd and 4th Monday of Month
6:20-6:50 pm TEAM Bells
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Trinity Presbyterian Church (USA)
499 Route 70 East
Cherry Hill, NJ 08034-2462

Next Tidings deadline is December 15 for January Issue

Sunday Worship
9:30am

Church Office
9 am-4 pm M-TH
(856) 428-2050
Fax
(856) 795-8471
E-Mail
trinpres@trinpres.org
Website
www.trinpres.org
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