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Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, having been firmly
rooted and now being built up in Him and established in your faith, just as you were
instructed, and overflowing with gratitude. Colossians 2:6-7
The beginning of the year is usually a hopeful time for most of us. We say we will begin
again as the year starts anew. Many of us, even if we don’t admit it to others, have a
couple of New Years’ Resolutions that we are planning to undertake. One of the New
Year’s resolutions that I’ve now been able to keep for many years is spending some time
during the holiday season counting my blessings. It is probably the only New Year’s
resolution that has made a lasting impact on my life but as we come to another beginning,
I know that we all have much to be thankful for here at Trinity.
For me, I am particularly grateful for the ways we have been deepening our life in Christ
here at Trinity. Last year, we held our seventh 24-Hour Prayer Vigil. The growth in this
important time of prayer has meant that we have had to add a fourth prayer station
to accommodate those who want to participate. We also have added some 90-minute time
slots because you said that the hour didn't seem quite enough time. That is exciting for
me!
This past year also saw our first Spiritual Renewal Weekend. We hosted the Reverend
Ms. Fleming Rutledge for a stimulating and challenging weekend. My heart was again full
as 75 people participated in that time of deep reflection by a nationally-known author. I
was also gratified to hear Fleming speak so highly of our congregation; she was impressed
by the depth of our questions and the wonderful way in which we hosted her. For me, my
happiness came in watching us continue the conversation about prayer, faith and the
realities of our living in an anxious world. For all who heard her, it will be no surprise that
Fleming's newest book, The Crucifixion: Understanding the Death of Jesus Christ, was
just announced as Christianity Today's 2017 Book of the Year!
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Both of these events are definitely some of the ways we are becoming more "firmly rooted
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and . . . being built up in Christ and established in your faith." Believe it or not, the Prayer
Vigil and the Spiritual Renewal Weekend began as resolutions. They weren't necessarily
Office Associate
New Year's Resolutions, but they were ideas that became hopes that became plans and
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finally, by the grace of God and the efforts of fellow Trinitarians, became realities.

In a few months, one of my long-time resolutions will become reality: I will make a
sabbatical and spend a summer of study in the Holy Land, Scotland and Northern
Ireland. This is something for which I am deeply grateful--I count it twice when I count
my blessings! It is also the fruit of much prayer and planning and the help of supportive
Trinitarians. Like the Prayer Vigil and the Spiritual Renewal Weekend, my sabbatical will
be a time of study, reflection, prayer and renewal. It will be another way that I am trying
to heed St. Paul's counsel to: "walk in Christ Jesus, having been firmly rooted and now
being built up in Him and established in your faith, just as you were instructed, and
overflowing with gratitude."
Continued on next page….
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Like other parts of our spiritual lives, the sabbatical will not simply be an end in
itself, but will--God willing!--continue to bear fruit in my life and ministry among
you. It began as an idea that became a hope and then continued to grow.
What fruit might our present resolutions bear in the year of our Lord 2017? What
ways might you and I grow more deeply in faith, hope and love? What might you
begin this year that you haven't tried before? Maybe a daily devotional time?
Could it be volunteering at the Cherry Hill Food Pantry? Perhaps helping with
our Church School? Maybe participating in the next Prayer Vigil? What might
your life with Christ Jesus be like in a year if you made a resolution now?
Who knows! It might grow from an resolution to a plan to a new reality that
blesses you and blesses others. Surely that is the goal of every aspect of our life in
Christ--to grow in knowledge of God so our lives are filled with the
transformative power of the Holy One. That is the blessing that spills over into
the lives of others. That is my hope for our 2017 here at Trinity Presbyterian
Church. May you and I continue to grow in our relationship with Christ. If I can
ever be of help with that, give me a shout!
Hoping Big,
Gregory

Session Update
At its stated meeting on December 5, 2016, the Session:
 Reviewed the vision statement as a part of ongoing strategy review.
 Approved expending memorial funds for refurbishing the organ, scheduled for
the summer.
 Approved paying a full tithe for General Assembly, Synod, and Presbytery
benevolences, pending end of year income results and final Session approval.
 Approved a congregational meeting for Sunday, December 18, to elect officers
for 2018.
 Discussed the Spiritual Retreat Weekend with Rev. Dr. Fleming Rutledge,
which was attended by 75 people, and considering another program in 2018.
 Noted the success of the college student care packages.
 Approved revisions to the personnel manual.
 Approved the November 17, 2016, membership count of 764.
 Learned that pledging toward the 2018 operating budget was 81% to the goal
of $640,000.
 Prayed for members and friends.
Margery Sly, Clerk of Session
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Trinity’s Music News
Adult Choir Rehearsal
Wednesdays at 7:30 pm

Adult Bell Rehearsal
Wednesdays at 6:30 pm

Children’s Rehearsals
Cherub Choir – Pre-K and Kindergarten;
Thursday 4:30-5:00pm
Carol Choir – 1st and 2nd grade; Thursday
5:00-5:40pm
rd
th
Team Choir – 3 , 4 , and 5th grade; Thursday 5:40-6:20pm
Team Bells – 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade; Thursday 6:20-6:50pm

Youth Rehearsals

Youth Choir – 6th – 12th grade; Sundays 10:50am-11:30am
Youth Bell Ensemble 6th-12th grade; Sundays 11:30-noon
Youth Instrumental Ensemble 6th -12th grade;
Rehearsal Dates to be Announced

Trinity Band and
Mahalo Ukulele Band
Rehearsal Dates to be Announced

YOU CAN MAKE MUSIC AT TRINITY!
Please call the church office at 428-2050 or e-mail Lisa Marcelli,
Director of Music, at lisa.marcelli@trinpres.org for more information.
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Trinity News and Notes
Baptisms
We rejoice with Kenneth and Kristen Trombetta on the occasion of the
baptism of their daughter, Elle Dorothea Trombetta

Children and Youth Ministries
Children
Thank You to everyone who brought in hats, gloves,
mittens and scarves for our tree. The gifts of warmth went
to people in need at Cathedral Kitchen. Not only did we
help to warm their insides but also their outsides!

A Thank You from Cancer and Conversation
The Cancer and Conversation group of Trinity wishes
to thank the many knitters, sewers and crocheters who
contributed to this year's collection.
The 47 pillows were presented to Mothers Matter for their
cancer care baskets and the 31 hats and 3 lap-throws have
been distributed to chemo centers in the area
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Deacon’s Christmas Sharing– Thank You!
Christmas has been shared again! The Deacons would like to send out a Thank You to all who
donated a gift through the Deacon‘s Christmas Sharing Program this year. Gifts were collected
for 133 children at Urban Promise and 30 young adults who have aged out of foster care at
Robin's Nest. Your contributions to the Deacon's Fund also helped to provide much needed
basic food and personal hygiene items to Urban Promise, Robin's Nest and the Cherry Hill
Food Pantry. The mission of the Deacon's Assistance and Outreach Committee is to offer
assistance through material items to our community. Thanks to the generosity of the Trinity
congregation, we are able to continue to do just that!
The Deacons would like to acknowledge the following Senior High students for their help in
packing food boxes on Saturday morning, December 10:
Keller Bean
Patrick Bean
Jess Payne
Sincerely...Trinity Deacons

Deacons' Coat Drive– Thank You!
Deacons's Coat Drive - Thank you Trinity for your
generous support of the Deacons' Coat
Drive. Thanks to you we have been able to
distribute over 60 coats to the Little Hands Little
Feet children's program, the Interfaith Homeless
Outreach Council (IHOC), the R&M Boarding
House, and other local agencies. Because of an
ongoing need at Little Hands Little Feet, between 25 and 40 requests for children each week,
we will continue to keep a collection bin in O'Dell Hall. If children's coats become available
after Christmas or in the new year, please continue to bring them and we will distribute them
to Little Hands Little Feet. Please contact Doug Gammie at 856-428-5906 if you have
questions.
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Doing Good Better
By William MacAskill

Care n’ Share

Care 'n Share was closed for 2
weeks to allow our volunteers
some R & R. On Tuesday,
January 3, we will resume our
Care n’ Share
regular hours; Tuesdays,
Thursdays and the "first
Saturday of month" from 10
am to 1 pm. (We will be open Saturday Jan. 7)
We are still taking housewares, winter clothing, toys,
books, jewelry etc. Please make sure all items are
clean and serviceable. No missing parts!

This book’s very long sub-title pretty
much explains it all: “How
Effective Altruism Can Help You Help
Others, Do Work that Matters, and
Make Smarter Choices about Giving Back.

Our world today is characterized by extremes of
inequality. This means that the lucky ones (most of us
at Trinity) have enormous power to effect change. But
MacAskill believes that most of us also don’t know
how to make good decisions about using our
Items may be dropped off during our regular hours as resources to give back. He and his colleagues at
well as Sunday mornings FOLLOWING the 9:30
Oxford University have researched common
worship service.
misconceptions about altruism and devised a system,
based on key questions, about how a person can use
Again, thanks to our volunteers and to all those in our
personal resources (money, talent, time, etc.) most
congregation who donate such great "stuff"!
effectively.
Reclaiming Conversation
The Power of Talk in a Digital Age
By Sherry Terkle

Library Corner

Are you looking for a unique New Year’s resolution
for 2017 or just a different perspective on life? The
Trinity Library can help! We have three new books
that challenge readers to change their approaches to
everyday situations.

“Smart phones are the new sugar and
fat.”
The author, Sherry Terkle, is a psychologist who has
spent the last thirty years studying people’s
relationships with technology. At the start of her
career she was enthusiastic about the promise of
digital technology. Now, after hundreds of interviews,
she is concerned that we have sacrificed
“conversation for mere connection” and that this has
grave consequences for our human relationships.

Unoffendable
By Brant Hansen
The sub-title of this book is “how just
one change can make all of life
better.” Another apt description could
be “anger management for Christians”!
Isn’t taking offense normal? Isn’t anger at sin
justifiable? If God gets mad, why can’t we? Hansen’s
thesis is that “righteous anger” is a myth and that
Christians need to strive to become “unoffendable.”
Giving up our supposed “right” to be offended can be
one of the most “healthy, simplifying, relaxing, stress
relieving, encouraging things we can do.”

“When we turn to our devices instead of to one
another, the cost is high: a loss of empathy.” Terkle’s
book explains how this happens and offers
suggestions for counteracting the downside of our
digital age.

If you would like us to purchase a particular book
Brant Hansen is an award-winning talk radio host and for the Trinity Library, stop by on Sunday or conhe presents his views in an easy-to-read, often
tact Dottie Dunfee (dunfeet@aol.com).
humorous, conversational style.

6

Daytime Men’s Group
HAPPY NEW YEAR from your friends with the Daytime Men’s
Group. We are starting our year off with a BANG. We will be having
Mike from the Rutgers speaker’s Bureau and the Office of Civic
Engagement Department to tell us how they are working to help
bring the City of Camden out of some of the problems they are now
facing.
Our Meeting is January 17th 2017 @ 10 AM. We still meet in the Witherspoon Center. It would be great for
you to bring a friend and or neighbor to hear this interesting topic. Come early and introduce your guest to the
rest of us while you drink some of our special formula coffee and snack on our tasty treats.
We have the start of a GREAT season with some interesting topics. Come out on January 17th so you will not
miss any of the programs. How can I not end without saying----- HAVE A SUPER COLOSSAL DAY!

Save-the-Date
Bus trip to New York City
sponsored by PW
Wednesday, May 3, 2017
Tickets go on sale in March.

PW Information Board
PW MISSIONS - THANK YOU for the personal hygiene samples to aid
Local Shelters. We collected 9 grocery bags of products. The
Volunteers of America (VOA) prepares personal kits to distribute to
individuals staying in the shelters. The VOA appreciates our support of
this mission and the residents are very grateful. PW Missions also
appreciates all the support we receive from the Congregation and the
Circles. Jan Caffrey
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PW January Circle Meetings
Monday, January 16th
1:00 p.m.
Priscilla Circle
1:00 p.m.
Deborah Circle
7:00 p.m.
Ruth Circle

home of Joan Cohen
home of Betty Hamilton
home of Linda Thorpe

Tuesday, January 17th
7:00 p.m.
Shiphrah Circle
7:15 p.m.
Rebekah Circle

home of Liz Digneo
home of Louisa Coffin Tilsner

Wednesday, January 18th
9:30 a.m.
Miriam Circle

Witherspoon Center, Room 2

To Be Determined: Hannah Circle

SAVE THE DATE! WOMEN’S RETREAT
March 24-26, 2017
The bi-annual Women’s Retreat will take place this spring in Cape May, NJ.
Please mark your calendar now and hold the weekend of 3/24-26/2017 for this
enriching retreat experience led by our own Rev. Sarah Craven. Ticket sales will
begin during coffee hour in January. Scholarships are available for those who
would like to attend, but are experiencing financial hardships. Speak to Rev.
Craven if you would like to receive financial support to attend.

PW Cookie Sale Thank You!
THANK YOU!!! Thank you to all the bakers who baked cookies for the
Cookie Sale in December. Thank you to all the hungry friends who bought all
those cookies! The Cookie Sale was a huge success raising scholarship
money to support the 2017 Women’s Retreat.
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January 2017
Sun

1
Communion
9:30am

Mon

2
Office Closed

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

6

7
Care n’ Share
10am

10

11

12

13

14
Sr. Highs Brood
St. Ministries

Happy New Year!
8
9
Ephinany Sunday
Communion
9”30am

15

Deacons
Installation/
Ordination 9:30am
Meeting 11:15am
No Sr. Highs

16 MLK Day
17
18
Office/NS Closed
Miriam 9:30am
Pricilla, Deborah
1pm
Ruth 7pm
Shiphrah 7pm
Rebekah 7:15pm

19

20

21

22 Elders

23

26

27

28

Ordination/
Installation
Worship Reflection
11:30am
Adult Ed Forum
10:45am

29
Budget Forum
10:30am

24

25

No
Commissioning
30

SUNDAY
9:30 Worship Service
9:30 Church School, Nursery-Gr. 6
10:50 Youth Choir
11 am Adult Ed—Witherspoon
11:30am Youth Bells
7 pm Senior High Fellowship (SHF) Witherspoon
MONDAY
7 pm Boy Scouts—Witherspoon
BASIC

31

TUESDAY
10 am-1 pm Care ‘n Share Shop

WEDNESDAY
6:45 pm Commissioning—Witherspoon
6:45pm Adult Bells
7:00 pm Cub Scouts—Community Room
7:30 pm Adult Choir
9

THURSDAY
10 am–1 pm Care ‘n Share Shop
12 pm Alzheimer’s Support Group—
6:30 pm AA, Witherspoon
8:00 pm AA, Witherspoon
Thurs. Children’s Choirs
4:30-5:00 pm Cherub Choir
5:00-5:40 pm Carol Choir
5:40-6:20 pm TEAM Choir
6:20-6:50 pm TEAM Bells

Trinity Presbyterian Church (USA)
499 Route 70 East
Cherry Hill, NJ 08034-2462

Next Tidings deadline is January 15 for February Issue

Sunday Worship Service
9:30 am

Church Office
9 am-4 pm M-TH
(856) 428-2050
Fax
(856) 795-8471
E-Mail
trinpres@trinpres.org
Website
www.trinpres.org
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