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Preparing the Future
For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, to
see whether he has enough to complete it?Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and
is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, saying, ‘This fellow began to
build and was not able to finish.’- Luke 14:28-30
When I drove up to the home, they were both standing outside the house. I pulled into the
driveway and the man and woman turn toward me and smiled. It had become a long year
and I was coming again to check on the health of their loved one. Out of the car, I said:
“You didn’t need to come outside to meet me.” The man said, “oh don’t worry; we
didn’t.” Then his wife was quick to pipe up: “We’ve been taking a walk around the house
to figure out what needs to get done around here next year.”
Organizational experts and those who write about achieving excellence in the business
world, tell us that evaluating the present and planning for the future are key to every
effective organization’s health. That’s no less true for the church and perhaps for
congregational life it could even be said to be essential. Jesus had no problem telling his
listeners that to be disciples—committed followers—evaluating the costs was key.
Last month, we elected our 61st class of Elders to serve as the Session for our church
family. Our Presbyterian form of government (how we are organized) is built on the
spiritual ministry of the Elders—the word for Elder in Greek is presbuteros. This month
as we ordain and install our church officers, both Elders and Deacons will take their
respective places in leading our many ministries. While the Deacons led us in ministries
of fellowship, care and compassion, the Elders are charged with guiding us into the future
Christ Jesus has for us. For that guidance to be wise and faithful, the Session will continue
its work of strategic planning. We’ll be, metaphorically speaking, “taking a walk around
the house to figure out what needs to get done around here.”
We have seen the Holy Spirit doing amazing things among us here at Trinity. I believe
that the work of the Elders in spending time contemplating our present and prayerfully
planning our future has been used by the Lord to help us grow in vitality. As we all begin
a new year, pray for our Elders and our Deacons. As the Session prays and discusses
what we believe God’s plan for our future might be, pray for us and for our congregation.
Help us all “count the cost” so that each one of us might be part of helping to build God’s
Kingdom in our corner of the world.
If you will so pray and serve, then we can all have great reasons to be….
Hoping Big,
Gregory
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Trinity’s Music News
Adult Choir Rehearsal
Wednesdays at 7:30 pm

Adult Bell Rehearsal
Wednesdays at 6:30 pm

Children’s Rehearsals
Cherub Choir – Pre-K and Kindergarten;
Thursday 4:30-5:00pm
Carol Choir – 1st and 2nd grade;
Thursday 5:00-5:40pm
rd
Team Choir – 3 , 4th, and 5th grade; Thursday 5:40-6:20pm
Team Bells – 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade; Thursday 6:20-6:50pm

Youth Rehearsals

Youth Choir – 6th -12th grade; Sundays 10:50am-11:30am
Youth Bell Ensemble 6th -12th grade; Sundays 11:30-noon
Youth Instrumental Ensemble 6th -12th grade;
Rehearsal Dates to be Announced

Trinity Band and
Mahalo Ukulele Band
Rehearsal Dates to be Announced

YOU CAN MAKE MUSIC AT TRINITY!
Please call the church office at 428-2050 or e-mail Lisa Marcelli,
Director of Music, at lisa.marcelli@trinpres.org for more information.
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Trinity News and Notes
We extend our sympathies to Marti and Charlie Crothers on the
death of Marti’s sister, Maureen.

Session Update:
At its stated meeting December 4, 2017, the Session:
 Continued a discussion of the Great Ends of the Church to inform
strategic planning.
 Approved the monthly membership count of 706.
 Heard a Presbytery meeting report.
 Approved a baptism.
 Discussed ways to recognize and thank Becky Sayer Kain for her
almost 6 years of service.
 Received an update about solar panel installation.
 Learned that pledge and plate income continued to be below
budgeted amounts but that careful spending will likely ensure a
balanced budget.
 Discussed an event sponsorship request from Trinity Out and
About.
 Prayed for members and friends.
Margery N. Sly- Clerk of Session

Session of Elders
Clerk of Session
Margery Sly
Adult Ministries

Barbara DeSanto
Children’s Ministries

Nancy Roberts
Finance & Stewardship
Bill Kain
Membership
Steve Skill
Mission & Outreach
Julie Blair
Personnel
Brian Dougherty
Property & Buildings
Tony Ceneviva
Worship & Music
Linda Flanary
Youth Ministries
Donna Allen
Strategy Committee
Margery Sly
Technology Committee

Tom Earp

Children and Youth Ministries
A big thank you for all that helped us during
the Advent Festival: Linda Craven, Sarah
Craven, Michelle Yeary, Emily Yeary, Ann
Smolsky, and Marti Warren.
We hope the children had a great time with
the craft and snacks.
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Deacons
Moderator of Deacons
Jen Dukelow
Committee Chairs
Assistance
Martha Stem
Fellowship
Paul Guelich &
Carolyn Kramer
Service
Alison Schwarz
Visitation
Michael McBride

Who: Trinity’s Teens and Tweens (6th-12th grades)
When: Once a month
Where: Trinity and the community

Watching Elf at the Marcelli’s Home

Next Mixers:
1/21/18- Noon- Lunch followed by making sandwiches for
Cathedral Kitchen
2/11/18 – TBD
4/15/18- Noon- Lunch followed by Trinity scavenger hunt
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WE ARE PILGRIMS!
Join Dr. Faulkner for a Holy Land Pilgrimage
The sermon I gave the Sunday before leaving for my sabbatical, made the
claim that as baptized followers of Jesus Christ, we are all pilgrims. A
pilgrim is one who goes on a journey to visit places of religious and
spiritual significance. Christians have been making pilgrimages to the
Holy Land for well over 18 centuries; such a journey is emblematic that
we are traveling through this world toward our true Home, which is God.
On Sunday, February 4 at 10:30 you are invited to join Dr. Faulkner at
the senior high breakfast, which will be held in the Community Room.
Following breakfast there will be an informational meeting for all those
interested in making a pilgrimage to the Holy Land in June, 2019. It is
true: we are all spiritually pilgrims. If you would like to also be pilgrims
who get dusty on the ancient roads of Israel/Palestine, come find out more
in February 4th.

Deacons' Coat Drive
Thank you Trinity for your generous support of the Deacons' Coat Drive. We
have been able to donate 45 children's coats the the Little Hands/Little Feet
program at St. Andrews United Methodist Church, as well as assorted hats and
mittens. Over 50 adult's coats were distributed to the Interfaith Homeless Outreach
Council (IHOC), R&M Boarding House, and Cathedral Kitchen. Thank you for
your generosity in reaching out to those that need warm coats this winter.

Mission and Outreach is Still Recruiting!
We want to encourage Trinity members to check out opportunities to
serve our wider community - including Cherry Hill and Camden.
You can be involved with very rewarding (to servers as well as
recipients) community outreach. Our projects include Cathedral
Kitchen in Camden where we send volunteers to serve meals on the
4th Thursday of every month. If you have never tried this service or if
it has been some time since you did, we enthusiastically welcome
one and all to join us – new members, old members, curious
members – find where you can make a difference! Anyone interested or wanting more information please
contact Julie Blair at stanblair@aol.com or 609-654-9172.
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two students who enrolled in law
school hoping to change the world
Care 'n Share had a busy Fall
but discover in their third year that
with brisk sales of Winter
they have been duped. They’ve
clothing, Halloween,
borrowed money to attend a school
Thanksgiving & Christmas
Care n’ Share where the students rarely pass the bar
decor! Thanks for your great
exam or find a job upon graduating.
donations.
They discover that their school is part
of a chain owned by a shady hedge
We will resume our normal schedule on Tuesday,
fund operator who also just happens to own a bank
January 2, 10 am to 1 pm: Tuesdays, Thursdays & that specializes in student loans. Is there anything
the first Saturday of month. (Jan. 6)
they can do about this?

Care n’ Share

Items can be dropped off during our regular hours, as
well as Sunday mornings following the 9:30 worship
service. All items must be clean & serviceable.

The Wisdom of Sundays
Life Changing Insights from
Super Soul Conversations
By Oprah Winfrey

Please read our financial report in Trinity's Annual
Report. $19,000 has been donated to local missions
in 2017!

You don’t have to be an Oprah
follower to find insights in this book. The Wisdom of
Sundays is a uniquely structured book based on
moments of inspiration the author experienced during
her interviews on her Emmy-winning show, Super
Soul Sunday. The book is organized into ten chapters,
each centered on themes like mindfulness, ego,
forgiveness, grace and gratitude. They contain
summaries from interviews with well-known
celebrities, authors and teachers. There are also more
than 100 serenely beautiful photographs to
accompany the themes.

Library Corner

To give you something interesting to read on snowy
days in January, the Trinity Library has four new
books that are currently on the best-seller list.
Uncommon Type
Some Stories
By Tom Hanks

What Unites Us
Reflections on Patriotism
By Dan Rather and Elliott
Kirshner

Who knew that Tom Hanks
could write as well as act? The
collection of short stories in his
book are well written,
interesting and often nostalgic. Most of them stand
alone, but four are narrated by a small town
newspaper columnist with old fashioned views of the
modern world. All the stories are linked by a
reference to a typewriter (a symbol of something lost
in the modern world). Sometimes the typewriter is
only a passing reference; sometimes it plays a central
role as with the columnist who remembers the days
when he still used one.

“With a fundamental sense of
hope, What Unites Us is a
book to inspire conversation and listening and to
remind us all how we are, finally, one.” In a time
when there seems to be deep and growing divisions in
our country, Dan Rather draws on his years of
journalistic experience to define what patriotism
means and how it can bring us all together. The book
consists of essays organized under the themes of
freedom, community, exploration, responsibility and
character.

The Rooster Bar
By John Grisham

If you would like us to purchase a particular book for
the Trinity Library, stop by on Sunday or contact
Dottie Dunfee (dunfeet@aol.com).

What’s better for a snowy day than a page-turning
legal thriller? John Grisham’s newest book concerns
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PW January 2018 Circle Meetings
Monday, January 15th
1:00 p.m.
Deborah Circle
1:00 p.m.
Priscilla Circle
7:00 p.m.
Ruth Circle

Home of Dottie Dunfe
TBD
Home of Linda Thorpe

Tuesday, January 16th
7.00 p.m.
Hannah Circle
7:00 p.m.
Shiphrah Circle
7:15 p.m.
Rebekah Circle

TBD
Home of Nancy Lind
Home of Elissa Goss

Wednesday, January 17th
9.30 a.m.
Miriam Circle

Witherspoon

PW MISSIONS - THANK YOU
Thank You for the personal hygiene samples to aid Local
Shelters. We collected 5 grocery bags of products. The Volunteers
of America (VOA) prepare personal kits to distribute to individuals
staying in the shelters. The VOA appreciates our support of this
mission and the residents are very grateful. PW Missions also
appreciates all the support we receive from the Congregation and the
Circles. Jan Caffrey

Daytime Men’s Group
Trinity's Daytime Men's Group will be holding it's monthly
meeting on Tuesday January 16th at 10AM to approximately
noon in the Witherspoon Center. The speaker for the meeting
will be Andy Motiondz-Manager Event Operations & Staffing
for the Phillies. By all means bring your wife and/or neighbor to
hear Andy discuss what it takes to put on a successful
event. Safety measures that make sure all the fans are safe and
that everyone in attendance enjoys the game or concert. How
many people are involved and what they do will be covered. He
will also discuss the modifications to Citizens Bank Park that are
being work on over the winter. As usual coffee and tea will be
available.
7

8

January 2018
Sun

7
Epiphany
Communion
Deacon
Installation
14
Stephen
Ministry
Dedication
Member Info
11am
21
Elder
Installation
Mixers and
Mission 12pm
28

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
Happy New
Year!
Office/NS
Closed

2
Care n’ Share
Reopen 10am

3

4

5

6
Care n’ Share
10am

8

9

10

11

12

13

17
Miriam 9:30am

18

19

20

22

16 Men’s
Group 10am
Hannah ,
Shiphrah 7pm
Rebekah
7:15pm
23

24

25

26

27

29

30

31

6pm Strategy
7pm Session
15 MLK Day
Office Closed
Deborah,
Priscilla 1pm
Ruth 7pm

SUNDAY
9:30 Worship Service
9:30 Church School, Nursery-Gr. 6
10:50 Youth Choir
11 am Adult Ed—Witherspoon
11:30am Youth Bells
7 pm Senior High Fellowship (SHF) Witherspoon
MONDAY
7 pm Boy Scouts—Witherspoon
7:30 BASIC– 1st and 3rd Monday

TUESDAY
10 am-1 pm Care ‘n Share Shop

WEDNESDAY
6:15 pm Commissioning—Witherspoon
7:00 pm Cub Scouts—Community Room
7:30 pm Adult Choir
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THURSDAY
10 am–1 pm Care ‘n Share Shop
12 pm Alzheimer’s Support Group—
6:30 pm AA, Witherspoon
8:00 pm AA, Witherspoon
Thursday Children’s Choirs
4:30-5:00 pm Cherub Choir
5:00-5:40 pm Carol Choir
5:40-6:20 pm TEAM Choir
6:20-6:50 pm TEAM Bells
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Trinity Presbyterian Church (USA)
499 Route 70 East
Cherry Hill, NJ 08034-2462

Next Tidings deadline is January 15 for February Issue

Sunday Worship
9:30am

Church Office
9 am-4 pm M-TH
(856) 428-2050
Fax
(856) 795-8471
E-Mail
trinpres@trinpres.org
Website
www.trinpres.org
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