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Imagining Something Great

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than
all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations,
forever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20-21
In the middle of the letter to the Ephesians, Paul is so moved by the amazing new life given in
Christ that he sings God’s praises: “glory be to the One who is at work within us” he says. Paul
offers praise to the Creator because of the power that God has unleashed in the Church and in us.
Through the gift of Jesus, God has begun a powerful work in the world. Sometimes it doesn’t
seem that way to us, does it? It doesn’t always appear that the Church of God is alive with divine
power and, yet, that is what Paul has witnessed and for that experience of transformation, he gives
God glory.
Sometimes I wonder if I am missing the power of God in my life (or the life of those around me)
because I don’t have a very good imagination. For the last few decades, Eugene Peterson, a
Presbyterian pastor, seminary professor and author of many books, has been encouraging
Christians to nurture Biblically-shaped imaginations. Imaginations that are informed by the great
story of the Bible, Peterson argues, are better able to better grasp the presence of the Spirit in our
midst. (That's one of the reasons that teaching our children and youth the Biblical story is so
important to our spiritual DNA at Trinity!) As we read the Biblical story--not just for
information--but as a way of knowing and experiencing God, we find that our inner horizons
are expanded; that changes how we see ourselves and the world around us, including the Church.
That would be the start to imagining something great.
Paul praises the God of the Bible because this God—the one that is “at work within us” is also the
God who “is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine”! Now that is
quite a statement. Interestingly, throughout the New Testament, the transformative work of the
Holy Spirit is almost always associated in some way with the Word of God. The Powerful One
that is at work in the life of the believer is able to do more than we can ask or even imagine. If that
is the case, then we really do need to have our imaginations deepened and broadened by growing
in our relationship with Christ and finding our world transformed by what we might call a
sanctified imagination--an imagination that is being stretched by the wonders of the Biblical
story.
What might this Lent and Easter season be like for our church family if you and I truly believed in
the power of God being within us, a power so great that it is able to accomplish more than we can
even imagine? For that to happen, we have to do two very ordinary things: read the Bible and
pray. The Lenten Devotional--prepared by our fellow Trinitarians--can help you with that. I
imagine that the God of the Bible might surprise us—in great ways and small ways—with his
nearness if we would open ourselves each day to Christ during the holy seasons of Lent and the
Great Fifty Days of Easter. If we will take a few minutes--and that is truly all it takes, a few--we
will find that as our imaginations are shaped by God’s Word, our ability to see the Lord at work in
our lives is, in fact, increasing and deepening and you and I just might begin imagining something
great!
Why don’t we give it a try for the next few weeks and see what happens. If you and I will do that,
then the family called Trinity Presbyterian will have a very good reason to be…
Hoping Big, Gregory
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Trinity’s Music News
Adult Choir Rehearsal
Wednesdays at 7:30 pm

Adult Bell Rehearsal
Wednesdays at 6:30 pm

Children’s Rehearsals
Cherub Choir – Pre-K and Kindergarten;
Thursday 4:30-5:00pm
Carol Choir – 1st and 2nd grade; Thursday
5:00-5:40pm
rd
th
Team Choir – 3 , 4 , and 5th grade; Thursday 5:40-6:20pm
Team Bells – 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade; Thursday 6:20-6:50pm

Youth Rehearsals

Youth Choir – 6th – 12th grade; Sundays 10:50am-11:30am
Youth Bell Ensemble 6th-12th grade; Sundays 11:30-noon
Youth Instrumental Ensemble 6th -12th grade;
Rehearsal Dates to be Announced

Trinity Band and
Mahalo Ukulele Band
Rehearsal Dates to be Announced

YOU CAN MAKE MUSIC AT TRINITY!
Please call the church office at 428-2050 or e-mail Lisa Marcelli,
Director of Music, at lisa.marcelli@trinpres.org for more information.
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Trinity
News and Notes
Baptisms...
We rejoice with Angela and Christopher Regensburg on the baptism of
their son, Chase Michael Regensburg.
We rejoice with Rebecca and Ashley Claire on the baptism of their daughter,
Parker Riley Claire.

Session of Elders
Clerk of Session
Margery Sly
Adult Ministries

Barbara DeSanto

Session Update
At its stated meeting on February 6, 2017, the Session:
 Thanked the departing Session members for their service.
 Discussed “Refugees and Being Presbyterian.”
 Approved a building use request.
 Learned that Trinity was allotted two elder commissioners to represent the
congregation at Presbytery.
 Discussed the Prayer Vigil dates (April 7 -8) and logistics.
 Learned that Rev. Craven and George Sanders will be attending Stephen
Ministry training in April.
 Heard about keeping Sunday school children in the worship service to
encourage them to learn liturgical words and the rhythms of a service.
 Approved a change in Music Associate Becky Kain’s schedule.
 Decided to accept the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering on Palm Passion
Sunday.
 Scheduled the Officers’ Retreat for March 18.
 Prayed for members and friends.
- Margery Sly, Clerk of Session

It’s Cool in the Furnace
Children’s Musical

Sunday, March 12th,
9:30am
Please come support our children
and all the hard work they have
put into this worship service.
We hope to see you there!
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Adult Ministries
THE PROBLEM WITH PAIN- PRESENTED BY DR.. MICHAEL SABIA
Sunday, March 19th, 2017
11 am in the Community Room
Michael Sabia, MD is the Division Head of Pain Management and the Pain
Medicine Fellowship Director at Cooper University Hospital. His
departments include Anesthesiology, Pain Management and the Spine
Center. He has offices in Voorhees and in Camden. Dr. Sabia was trained at
New York Medical College and interned at Cooper University Hospital
where he also did his residency. Dr. Sabia earned his fellowship in pain
medicine at Beth Israel Medical Center in NYC and he has received
numerous honors and awards including Top Docs, South Jersey Magazine
2012, 2013, and 2014. EVERYONE IS INVITED to come to this
informative talk about pain.

Lenten Study
THE SEVEN LAST WORDS FROM THE CROSS by Fleming Rutledge
Come join us for the Soup and Sound Book Club (Lenten Bible Study). We will meet after
soup and the concert at 1:00 pm on Wednesdays from March 8 through April 5. Books will
be available for sale at Coffee Hour in the Fellowship Hall and cost $10 each.

Trinity Deacon Blood Drive
Urgent blood supply shortage!
Give Life...Give Love...Donate Blood!

Your Trinity Deacons invite you to join them in giving blood on Monday, April 3rd from 2PM to 7PM in
the Community Room.You may sign up in Fellowship Hall during coffee hour starting March 19th or online
at www.redcrossblood.org. Visit the Red Cross website to find helpful links that answer frequently asked
questions about blood donation as well as a link to schedule your appointment. You may also contact the
Red Cross by calling 1-800-RED CROSS. Please mention Trinity Presbyterian as the sponsor.
Give...So more may live!
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Children and Youth Ministries
Urban Promise Interns Visit
The children were enthralled with the tales from the interns
about their different homelands, Malawi and Uganda. The
Sunday school hour went quickly as they told about life in
their countries. They talked about food, shelter, school, and
games they might play. The children were very engaged and
continued their conversations around the table at snack time.

One Great Hour of Sharing
During the Lenten Season the kids will be collecting coins for One Great Hour
of Sharing. One Great Hour of Sharing enables the church to share God’s love
with our neighbors-in-need around the world by providing relief to those
affected by natural disasters, provide food to the hungry, and helping to empower the poor and oppressed. We will return our offering boxes on Palm Sunday. If you need a box please see Linda Craven on Sunday mornings.

Trinity Nursery School News
We are transforming our classrooms and hallways from hearts and Valentine’s to St Patrick’s Day and
SPRING!! We will be happy to shed winter coats, mittens and hats and play outside in our playground
every morning and afternoon! WE are all eagerly awaiting the spring flowers we planted as bulbs in the fall.
We see small sprouts as we walk to and from the playground on our sunny winter days. We will soon see
flowers, frogs, birds and butterflies inside and outside. Our caterpillars will arrive soon and we will watch
them grow, build a chrysalis and transform into a beautiful butterfly! It is a Trinity tradition to release the
butterflies in our spring garden and watch them enjoy the pretty flowers we plant on Earth Day as a
school.
Please schedule your tour to learn about our Preschool programs at Trinity Nursery School. We are
enrolling for the upcoming 2017-18 school year and would love to show you around our beautiful school.
We will offer our parent/child Toddler Time, 2.5 year old class, two and three day 3 year old class, and four
or five day 4 year old class. We also have afternoon enrichment 3 days a week until 1:30 pm. Our “Early
Bird” and “Lunch Bunch” programs offer another ways to extend your child’s school day to accommodate
your work schedule. I look forward to hearing from you at marina.pappas@trinpres.org or 856-795-3123.
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Meeting God in Paul
Reflections for the Season of Lent
By Rowan Williams

Care n’ Share

Care 'n Share will be having
a 1/2 price sale on Saturday,
March 4; Tuesday, March
7; Thursday, March 9. A $3
bag sale of clothing will also
be held on the 9th.

In this book, Rowan Williams
explains the essential meaning and
purpose of Paul’s letters. As a
background to this understanding,
he describes the social world of Paul
and the “dangerous newness” of Christianity at the
time. The book contains a Reading Guide which
includes Biblical passages to read each day of Lent
and a reflection and prayer for each Sunday in Lent.

Care n’ Share

We will then donate any remaining winter clothes to
local missions.
You may drop off your donations of housewares,
toys, books etc. and spring clothing during our
regular shop hours; Tuesdays, Thursdays & "first
Saturday" (March 4) from 10 am to 1 pm. We also
are in the shop on Sunday mornings following the
9:30 Worship Service. There is a bin in the hall
where you may drop off on your way into church.

Forgiveness
A Lenten Study
By Marjorie J. Thompson
Forgiving others and humbly asking
for forgiveness ourselves is central
to Christian belief. Thompson sees
Lent as an appropriate time to
deepen our understanding and
practice forgiveness. Although the book is not
specifically structured around the days of Lent, the six
chapters can be read to coincide with the weeks of
Lent.

It is still not too late to volunteer! The shop is open
until mid-June. It is a great mission and the
volunteers have a great time...just 3 hours a week...
we are flexible!

Library Corner

This month our Trinity Library is featuring four books
which offer different perspectives and reflections for
the Lenten season. These are located on the display
cart. Other books about the Easter season can found
on the shelves, sections 232-242, located on the left
wall in the library.

Ashes to Easter
Lenten Meditations
By Robert F. Morneau

This book contains a meditation for
each day of Lent. The readings are
short (about 2 pages), but they
Lent for Everyone
present various approaches to a
Matthew, Year A
theme. They each begin with a
By N. T. Wright
Gospel passage followed by a selection of poetry. A
In this book, popular Biblical scholar commentary on the poem is followed by three
questions for personal reflection and a concluding
and author, N. T. Wright provides
his own Scripture translation, with a prayer.
brief description and prayer for each
ATTENTION! The library is giving away our VHS
day of the Lenten season. His approach encourages
tapes. Our collection for children is especially good.
readers to think about how the Scriptural text is
The tapes are located on the cart in the right hand
relevant to their own lives. By the end of the book,
corner of the library and may be taken for free.
readers will have been through the entire chapter of
Matthew, along with Psalm readings for each of the
If you would like us to purchase a particular book
Sundays.
for the Trinity Library, stop by on Sunday or
contact Dottie Dunfee (dunfeet@aol.com).
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Mission & Outreach
Cathedral Kitchen
The Mission and Outreach Committee invites you to participate in our rewarding
service at Cathedral Kitchen in Camden. We help serve the clients: men, women and
children who come for dinner. We may plate food, carry plates to tables or serve
drinks. Our day of service is the 4th Thursday of each month. We meet at Trinity at 3 P.M. to carpool or you
may drive yourself, arriving at 3:30. We are typically finished by 5:30 – 6 P.M. If you would like more
information or if you would like to join the list of volunteers, please contact Julie Blair at stanblair@aol.com
or 609-654-9172.

Trinity Adult Work Trip 2017
The Trinity Mission and Outreach Committee is forming an adult work trip to Johnston, Rhode Island that is
scheduled for May 17-21, 2017. We will be helping a small family through some misfortune by installing a
new roof on their home. For more information or to volunteer please contact Chris Bryfogle at
609-234-0691. Thank you.

Homeless Hospitality Network
Mission: From November to May, 12 homeless men are housed in participating
congregations. They are provided with warm meals, a safe place to sleep and
caring fellowship and support. The men attend counseling classes on money
management, job, interpersonal and basic computer skills as well as drug and
alcohol support groups.
Date: Sunday March 26th -- Sunday April 9th
Where: We share this mission program with St. Andrew's Methodist Church in Cherry Hill. The men will
be housed at St. Andrew's for two weeks. Trinity will supply overnight and social hosts and meals the second
week: April 2nd to 9th.
Who can help? Everyone.
How can you help? There are a variety of ways:
Serve as an over-night host--We need two Trinity men on each night. Grab a friend and share the
mission!
Serve as a social host--watch a game, shoot the breeze, play some cards with the guys.
Serve a home cooked meal-we need--2 breakfasts, 2 lunches and 7 dinners.
Shop or donate cold cuts for weekday lunches.
Drive the men to AA or NA meetings (evenings)--we need 2-3 drivers, usually just to St. Bart's.
Organize a Social Event (Movie, Bowling, Shopping, Sport)
Trinity has a long-standing relationship with IHOC and the Homeless Hospitality Program. For many years,
members of Trinity have generously given their time and talents to this program. Your love and support
can help rebuild lives. We ask that you prayerfully consider helping this year.
Please visit the Mission & Outreach Table in Fellowship Hall for sign-ups and more information beginning
March 5th. Contact Jenny Stark (wcarboni@aol.com / 609-680-6090) or Eric Waraas (ewaraas@gmail.com /
856-465-1016) for more information.
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Meet Our New Members!
Rebecca and Kris Claire
Rebecca and Kris joined in November. Rebecca is from Voorhees,
NJ, and Kris is from Virginia. Kris and Rebecca are both banking
specialists for TD Bank.
Rebecca and Kris moved to Gloucester City about a year ago
because they needed a new home. They are parents to a clever
three-year-old named Jack and a precocious 10-month-old named
Parker.
The family loves nature—“hiking, parks, and any opportunity to
get outside and enjoy ourselves together,” Rebecca writes. After passing by Trinity quite a few times, they
decided to try us out last summer. They were looking for a church that was “open and affirming” and
decided that Trinity was a good fit for them! We’re glad you’re here!
Jennifer Clegg
Trinity is happy to welcome Jennifer Clegg! Originally from Philadelphia,
Jennifer now lives in Marlton. Work and school brought her over to this side of
the river. Jennifer conducts anti-money laundering investigations.
When asked why she chose Trinity, Jennifer said: “I grew up attending a
Presbyterian church in Philly and came across Trinity in my search for a new
church closer to Marlton. Upon my first visit to Trinity, I felt very welcomed
and kind of ‘at home.’ Everyone I have met has been super kind and helpful.
Furthermore, I enjoy the sermons and teachings of the Pastors, and am looking
forward to serving in any way I can.”
Jennifer has already served as a greeter following one of our worship services
and she looks forward to meeting more Trinity members and “fellowshipping in Christ together.”
Susan Speas
Susan Speas was born and raised in Cherry Hill – and grew up in Trinity
Church!
After moving around a lot in her twenties, Susan returned to Cherry Hill where
she now lives with her husband, Christian, and their two children, Owen (12)
and Claire (10). Susan works as a Guidance Counselor at the Burlington County
Alternative School in Mt. Laurel.
“I chose to re-activate my membership at Trinity because I had a wonderful
experience here as a child, teen and young adult,” Susan said. “Trinity has
always felt like home to me. It feels great to be back!”
We’re glad you’re back!
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Daytime Men’s Group
Trinity's Daytime Men's Group will be holding it's monthly
meeting on Tuesday March 21st at 10AM in the Witherspoon
Cebter. The topic of discussion will be presented by Darin
Fox -Marketing Director for Cadbury at Cherry Hill. By all means
bring your wife or a friend to hear about senior care in general and to
hear what Cadbury has to offer. As usual coffee/tea will be
available.

COLLECTION OF MOTHERS MATTER ITEMS
TO BEGIN THIS MONTH!

It’s that time of year again! Time to collect health and beauty items for the Mother’s Day gift basket project
sponsored by the Lauren Rose Albert Foundation (LRAF). Mothers Matter assembles gift packages filled
with women’s health and beauty care products and then distributes them to women facing difficult challenges.
Packages are delivered to women’s shelters, children’s pediatric hospital wards and centers, day care centers
and facilities or agencies such as Ronald McDonald House, Mercy Hospice, My Sister’s Place, Robins Nest,
Lourdes Community Outreach and other groups. Each gift carries the message that “Mothers Matter” and for
many, this is their only Mother’s Day present. LRAF has also added “comfort” gift bags into the program
that are distributed to Virtua/Fox Chase Cancer Program and MD Anderson Cancer Center at Cooper.
The Trinity PW Circles will be starting to collect for Mothers Matter gift baskets at their March meetings.
In addition, there will be a large basket at Church located between the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall
(underneath the PW Bulletin Board) for donated items. We appreciate the support of all Church
members. The basket will be there during March.
Here are the items that can be donated: shampoo, conditioner, shower gel, body spray, scented soap, mesh
sponges/puffs, body lotion, perfume, hairbrushes, combs, hair accessories, lipstick, nail polish, eye shadow,
blush, mascara, foot and hand care products, toothbrushes/toothpaste. The highlighted items are in demand.
The products need to be new and unopened (no sample sizes except Bath & Body Works Products of any
size). The “comfort” gift bags also include warm and fuzzy socks and unscented lotions.
Thank you in advance for your generosity! Anyone interested in coming with PW members to help
assemble the baskets at their headquarters in Sewell is welcome to join us. We are currently arranging a date
in mid April. It’s a great volunteer activity! Any questions, please contact Jan Caffrey at (856) 667-3687 or
jancaff@verizon.net.
12

PW March Circle Meetings
Wednesday, March 15th
9:30 a.m.
Miriam Circle

Witherspoon Center,
Room 2

Monday, March 20th
1:00 p.m.
Priscilla Circle
1:00 p.m.
Deborah Circle
7:00 p.m.
Ruth Circle

home of Marguerite Houck
home of Phyllis Johnson
home of Linda Craven

Tuesday, March 21st
7:00 p.m.
Shiphrah Circle
7:00 p.m.
Hannah Circle
7:15 p.m.
Rebekah Circle

home of Nancy Lind
home of Natalie Mitchell
home of Sue Bryfogle

PW Spring NYC Bus Trip!!
New York Bus Trip The semi-annual New York bus trip returns on Wednesday,
May 3. Family and friends of Trinity are invited to create their own New York
adventure by participating in this transportation only bus trip to New York. Pick
up will be from the Trinity parking lot at 8:00 a.m. and return to Trinity will be in
the 7:30-8:00 p.m. range.
For those who would like to attend a Broadway show or hit the center city tourist
attractions, the main drop off point will be in the Times Square area. A second drop off is in
the Canal Street district for those who would rather shop for spring and summer fashions.
The price of this transportation only trip to New York is $35. Ticket sales for the bus trip,
sponsored by Trinity's PW, begin on March 5. Look for the table in Fellowship Hall. Ticket
sales will continue throughout the month of March or until the bus is full.
Money or checks made out to Trinity will be due at the time of sign up. If you have any
questions, call Linda Thorpe at 428-6233 or Bonnie Jones at 983-1197 for mail-in payment
options.
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March 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

6

12
Kid’s Musical
9:30am

13

19
Adult Ed Forum
11am

26
27
PW Retreat Cape
May

SUNDAY
9:30 Worship Service
9:30 Church School, Nursery-Gr. 6
10:50 Youth Choir
11 am Adult Ed—Witherspoon
11:30am Youth Bells
7 pm Senior High Fellowship (SHF) Witherspoon
MONDAY
7 pm Boy Scouts—Witherspoon
BASIC

Sat

2

3

4
Care n’ Share
10am

7

8
Soup & Sound
12pm
Lent Bible Study
1pm

9

10

11
Kids Choir
Rehearsal
9am-12pm
Pizza Party 12pm

14

15
Miriam 9:30am
Soup & Sound
12pm
Lent Bible Study
1pm

16

17

18
Session/ Deacon
Retreat
8:30am-3pm

21
Daytime Men
10am
Shiphrah,
Hannah 7pm
Rebekah 7:15pm

22

23

24
25
PW Retreat Cape PW Retreat Cape
May
May

28

29
Soup & Sound
12pm
Lent Bible Study
1pm

30

31

Strategy 6pm
Session 7pm

20
Pricilla, Deborah
1pm
Ruth 7pm

Fri

1

Ash Wednesday
Soup 12pm
Services 12:30pm
7:00pm
No Commissioning

5
Communion
9:30am
PW Gifts of
Women
Ukuleles 12pm

Thu

Soup & Sound 12pm
Lent Bible Study
1pm
Commissioning
Ice Cream Social
6:15pm

No Kid’s Choir

TUESDAY
10 am-1 pm Care ‘n Share Shop

WEDNESDAY
6:15 pm Commissioning—Witherspoon
6:30pm Adult Bells
7:00 pm Cub Scouts—Community Room
7:30 pm Adult Choir
15

TCCS– 7:30pm

THURSDAY
10 am–1 pm Care ‘n Share Shop
12 pm Alzheimer’s Support Group—
6:30 pm AA, Witherspoon
8:00 pm AA, Witherspoon
Thurs. Children’s Choirs
4:30-5:00 pm Cherub Choir
5:00-5:40 pm Carol Choir
5:40-6:20 pm TEAM Choir
6:20-6:50 pm TEAM Bells

Trinity Presbyterian Church (USA)
499 Route 70 East
Cherry Hill, NJ 08034-2462

Next Tidings deadline is March 15 for April Issue
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