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We have all been longing to be together again in our 

sanctuary… and that day is nearly here! 

As COVID-19 metrics trend downward and more 

congregation members are fully vaccinated, the Session 

has set the first Sunday in June—June 6—as the date for 

returning to worship.  

The state will be easing capacity restrictions on outdoor 

gatherings on May 10. However, indoor gatherings for 

religious activities are still limited to 50% of a room's 

capacity. In addition, individuals attending services are 

required to wear masks and sit six feet apart from 

those outside of their family group.  

As the date for our return to in-person worship 

approaches, we want you to be familiar with the 

guidelines that Session has established. This booklet is  

 

intended to help with that and to provide insight into 

how the in-person worship experience will look. (Spoiler 

alert: It won’t look like it did before!)  

But first, let’s recap the past 14 months... 

Although we last met for in-person worship on Sunday,  

March 8, 2020, Trinity never closed. Our pastors and 

music staff have provided online worship services each 

and every Sunday -  starting with prerecorded virtual 

services and, in November, transitioning to livestream 

worship. Outdoor evening worship services in the fall 

provided a safe opportunity to gather together in 

person. The outdoor worship resumed in late April and is 

continuing on May 9 and May 23 (weather permitting). 

Trinity has expanded its virtual presence on social media 

platforms and provided access to the Zoom platform for 

virtual meetings of Session, Deacons, PW, Circle, Bible 

Study groups,  and fellowship groups.  

Thanks to your generous support, Trinity’s Mission 

efforts have been hugely successful through biweekly 

donations to Cathedral Kitchen and the Cherry Hill Food 

Pantry, as well as collection efforts for items such as 

school supplies, winter coats, and children’s books. 

The virtual Town Halls on Racial Issues and Adult 

Education offerings have been well attended. We’ve had 

three Prayer Vigils since the shutdown. The Children’s 

and Youth Ministries have provided virtual content 

including weekly Sunday School lessons, virtual Vacation 

Bible School, and virtual Commissioning Class. A Family 

Christmas Eve Pageant had more than 450 views on our 

YouTube channel and a spring musical presentation 

featuring Trinity’s children, youth, and adult choirs will 

be presented on Mother’s Day, May 9. 

An ad hoc Session Committee has met regularly for  

the past year to assess conditions and discuss reopening; 

the committee, in turn, has presented recommendations 

to Session. Please know that planning for a return to  

in-person worship has been done through a careful 

process of discussion and discernment, with an 

abundance of caution and concern for those who are 

most vulnerable, with consideration of the best scientific 

knowledge at our disposal, and – of course – in the spirit 

of constant prayer. 

The Session has approved  
Sunday, June 6, 2021 as the date 
for our return to in-person  
worship in the sanctuary. 
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Protocols for  
attending in-person 
worship  

 

WHEN WE REOPEN, AT-RISK INDIVIDUALS 

AND THOSE WHO ARE NOT FEELING WELL 

ARE ENCOURAGED TO  STAY HOME.  

TRINITY WILL CONTINUE TO OFFER 

LIVESTREAMING OF SERVICES AND/OR  

PRE-RECORDED VIDEOS OF SERVICES. Registration for attendance will be required to ensure social 

distancing in compliance with state requirements (50% of 

capacity and with social distancing in place) and to allow for 

contact tracing in the event of an outbreak.  

Specific details about the registration process will be 

provided later this month. You can expect the registration 

form to include a few screening questions (e.g., Have you 

been exposed? Are you experiencing any new or unexpected 

symptoms? Do you have a temperature over 100.4 

degrees?). For those without internet capability, we will 

provide an alternative to online registration (e.g., calling the 

church office by the Wednesday before the service). 

Once you arrive at church, you will find the following social 

distancing practices in place: 

• Entrance/exit will be via the front door to the narthex. 

• Pews will be roped off or marked off to ensure proper 

social distancing. Every other pew will be closed. 

Families will be permitted to sit together. 

• Face masks will be required at all times, without 

exception. Congregants should wear masks before they 

enter and whenever in the facility. A limited number of 

masks will be available in the narthex. 

• Six-foot markers will be displayed on the front steps and 

in the narthex. Please observe social distancing. 

• Trained ushers will prop open or hold open doors. 

• Hand sanitizer stations will be provided. 

• Ministers will be appropriately distanced from the 

congregation and will remove their masks only when 

speaking in the service.  

• Restrooms will be available but attendees will be asked 

to limit their use as much as possible and to clean up 

after themselves. Hand sanitizer should be used when 

exiting the restroom. 

Other Adjustments to Minimize Risk 

• No passing of the plate. No-touch drop-off locations will 

be provided. EasyTithe is encouraged for online giving. 

It’s easy!  

• No large choirs for now and minimal congregational 

singing of hymns— there will be music though!  

• Minimal responsive readings and group verbal prayers.  

• No hymnals or Bibles in pews. (Feel free to BYOB...Bring 

Your Own Bible!) 

• No nursery, childcare or Sunday school at this time. 

• No hugs, handshakes, or high fives. :( 

• No judgment of those who choose not to return right 

away. Livestreaming and virtual opportunities will 

continue to be offered. 

• No in-person coffee hour at this time; virtual coffee hour 

will continue via Zoom on the first and third Sundays of 

the month. 

• The Order of Worship will be downloadable from the 

trinpres.org website. If Session decides to make paper 

copies available, we ask that you take the bulletins with 

you when you leave. 

• In-person services will be shorter, at least initially,  to 

reduce exposure risks. 

 

Cleaning Procedures 

After the service, the sanctuary will be closed. Cleaning will 

be done early in the week (Monday) and no other activity will 

be permitted in the area. This will reduce contamination risks 

for the following Sunday service. 
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Frequently asked questions 

What if we have more registrations than can be 
accommodated each week? 
Session will monitor registration and attendance 
patterns to determine whether we need to add another 
service and/or offer an alternative location. (More than 
half of survey respondents last summer indicated a 
willingness to attend a service at a different time or in a 
different location within the building.)  

Will we still be able to view the service if we can’t 
come to church? 
Yes! Our services will continue to be livestreamed and 
recorded, so you can view them remotely as they 
happen or at a later time. 

What is the plan for Sunday School? 
Pastor Sarah Craven and the Children’s Ministries 
Committee have provided a Virtual Sunday School 
program for this program year, including a live 
interactive Zoom session on the first Sunday of each 
month and recorded lessons prepared by our volunteer 
teachers for the other Sundays. Special Advent and 
Lenten programs were provided. For the 2021-2022  
program year, the Committee will work with Session to 
determine how best to provide our Sunday School 
program. 

I can’t wear a mask. Will I be allowed to attend in-
person worship? 

Masks will be required for indoor worship. If you are 
unable to wear a mask, we respectfully request that 
you view the service at home via livestream. 

Will we be having communion when in-person 
worship resumes? 

We are considering a variety of options for safely 
sharing the Sacrament of Holy Communion when in-
person worship resumes, but Communion may be 
postponed until a later time. 

Will the Columbarium be opened? 
Family members will be permitted in the Columbarium, 
but access will be restricted to one family at a time. 

In Conclusion 

It’s been a long wait. The final determination of the date 

for resuming in-person worship has been impacted by 

CDC guidelines, state regulations, local trends in infection 

and vaccination rates, and the comfort level of staff in-

volved in worship. Throughout the past 14 months, we 

have sought to balance our Biblical mandate to gather, 

our adherence to government regulations, and the safety 

of everyone involved. 

When we do reopen 

our doors for in-

person worship, we 

may need to adjust 

our plan based on 

attendance (how 

many people are we 

turning away?), in-

stances of noncompli-

ance with protocols, 

and other factors. At 

that point, we may 

consider adding a 

second service or 

streaming to another location in the church.  

There will surely be awkward moments as we adjust to 

these new protocols and practices. Patience will be a ne-

cessity. There will be times of frustration and disappoint-

ment. But there will be blessings, too, just as there have 

been throughout this time of “compassionate spacing” 

and physical separation. Trinity has never been closed. 

We have continued to worship, learn, and serve. Let us 

be faithful then—to God and to one another—as we 

work through the challenges of this time in the life of our 

congregation and our world. Let us be guided by the 

Word, responsive to the Spirit, and open to the grace of 

God. Let us remember that nothing can separate us from 

God’s love in Christ Jesus.  

 

Do you have a question about the reopening plans?  

Visit our website, trinpres.org, to post a question and to 

see responses to others’ questions. Look for the link in the 

scrolling banner on the home page. 

I WAS GLAD WHEN THEY SAID UNTO ME, 
LET US GO INTO THE HOUSE OF THE LORD. 
OUR FEET SHALL STAND WITHIN THY 
GATES, O JERUSALEM.  
PSALM 122:1-2 
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