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And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have 

sent. The Gospel of John 17:3 
 

Then the righteous will answer him, óLord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or 
thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or 
naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?ô And the 
king will answer them, óTruly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my 
family, you did it to me.ô Matthew 25:37-40  
 

Indispensable! 
Like any organization, there are things about any church that are indispensable. Most people, of course, 
want to admit it, but it is no less true. There are things that we have and activities that we do thatð
when it comes down to itðare indispensable; they are not essential to the ministry of the Church. In a 
time when diminishing resources are impacting every aspect of our lives, it shouldnôt surprise us that 
churches are also being affected. In such times, congregations have to think about what they believe is 
their central calling, their core values so as to use all that they have and all that they are for the  
common ministry of that particular church. 
  
As we enter the second trimester of the year, it is gratifying to see all of our ministries going strong and 
being faithfully supported by your time, talents and treasure. That is a gift of God and a witness to your 
relationship with the God revealed in Jesus Christ! But sometimes, the question of what is and is not 
essential has less to do with a churchôs budget and more to do with the moment in time. 
  
Several years ago killer tornadoes tore through many of our Southern states; one of the worst hit areas 
was Tuscaloosa, Alabama--Melanie's hometown and the place where both of us went to college. In a 
time of great heartbreak and uncertainty, all of the downtown churches of Tuscaloosa made a decision 
about how to respond to the disaster. Every church had decided that a bunch of things were  
indeed dispensable. Methodists and Baptists, Episcopalians and Roman Catholics, and, yes,  
Presbyterians saidðfor the time beingðthat a lot of what they were doing was no longer  
indispensable. 
  
All of these congregations, together numbering well over 10,000 members, decided to stop all  
activities, excepting one: all worship services would continue uninterrupted. Besides the worship of 
God, all other meetings, ministries and activities were cancelled to further notice; they were cancelled 
so all of that time and energy could be spent assisting those who had been hurt by the tornadoes. These 
churches have stopped everything except worship and service. The service of God and the service of 
those in need would continue. 
  
Take a moment and think about that: worship and service, these two alone, at the end of the day (what 
seemed like the end of the world for thousands of souls in that wrecked part of the country), were 
deemed indispensable. It is the stewardship of our lives and of our gifts that makes worship and service 
possible every week. Your faithfulness is essential to us keeping the main thing as the main thing. 
  
At Trinity Presbyterian Church, the Spirit of God is doing amazing and wonderful things in our midst--
consider the power of our Lenten, Holy Week and Easter worship services and special events. Through 
education and music, worship and mission, and in every age groupðChrist is transforming lives! I am 
profoundly grateful to God for his faithfulness to us this year and for the rich gifts each of our faithful 
members brings to our church family. Yet, I am struck by the lesson to be learned from that particular 
moment in Tuscaloosa. If everything had to be dispensed with, what must be retained? I think those 
disciples in Alabama got it exactly right: eternal life is knowing the God revealed in Jesus Christ and 
the religion that God delights in is manifested through service. Worship and service. These two are 
truly indispensable and at Trinity, their centrality to our life gives us all reason to keepé 
Hoping Big,  
Gregory 
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Trinityôs Music News 
 

 

  

 

Adult Choir Rehearsal  

 New members are always welcome! 

 Wednesdays at 7:30 pm 

 

 

Childrenôs Choirs Rehearsals 

New members are always welcome! 

 Cherub Choir ï Pre-K and Kindergarten;  Thursday 4:30-5:00pm 

Carol Choir ï 1st and 2nd grade; Thursday 5:00-5:40pm 

Team Choir ï 3rd,  4th, and 5th grade; Thursday 5:40-6:20pm 

Team Bells ï 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade; Thursday 6:20-6:50pm 

  

 

Youth Choir Rehearsal 

 New members are always welcome! 

 Youth Choir ï 6th ï 12th grade; Sundays 10:50am-11:30am 

Youth Bell Ensemble 6th-12th grade; Sundays 11:30-noon 

Youth Instrumental Ensemble 6th -12th grade; rehearses as needed 

 

 

YOU CAN MAKE MUSIC AT TRINITY!  

 

Please call the church office at 428-2050 or e-mail Lisa Marcelli,  

Director of Music, at lisa.marcelli@trinpres.org for more information. 
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A heartfelt ñThank Youò to all those who helped make our Lenten 

Soup nô Sound series a wonderful success!  Volunteers made soup, 

provided bread and dessert, set up and cleaned up every Wednesday. 

 

Thanks to:  Nancy Roberts, Bonnie Jones, Ed Sanborn, Jim Roberts, 

Dick Nipe, Elaine Schon, Marty Flynn, Linda Flanary, Karen Kain, 

Carolyn Kramer, Joan Cohen, Bob Thorpe, Janet Cohen, Sally 

Iacono, Kris Parsons, Pam Dougherty, Julie Banas, Joe Bechtel,  

Jennifer Bean,  Dick Buell, Linda Craven, Mary Pierce, and  Zona 

Hall. 
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Session Update 
 

At its special meeting on January 31, and stated meeting on February 1, 2016, the 

Session: 

 

¦  Approved the February membership count of 752. 

¦  Learned that Rev. Craven will be going on a study trip to Russia in May. 

¦  Heard a report about the very successful 30-Hour Famine held at Trinity. 

¦  Continued planning discussions for the Prayer Vigil. 

¦  Learned that a few additional pledges and increased pledges had been received 

to help address the 2016 operating budget shortfall. 

¦  Approved reductions in Nursery School programming and budget. 

¦  Elected Margery Sly to a one year term as Clerk of Session. 

¦  Held a Trustees meeting to elect the corporation president (Stan Applegate), 

treasurer (Debby Talbott), and secretary (Donna Croker). 

¦  Approved several baptisms and building uses. 

¦  Prayed for members and friends. 

 

Margery Sly, Clerk of Session 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Session of Elders 

Clerk of Session                    

Margery Sly 

Adult Ministries  

Eby Banas 

Childrenôs Ministries 

Ann Smolsky 

Finance & Stewardship 

Stan Applegate 

Membership 

Susan Bastnagel 

Mission & Outreach              

Bill Kain 

Personnel 

Mark Miles 

Property & Buildings  

Walt Steinle         

Worship & Music            

Linda Flanary 

Youth Ministries  

Donna Allen 

Strategy Committee 

Margery Sly 

Technology Committee 

Tom Earp 

Deacons 

    Moderator of Deacons 

   Bruce Torok 

Committee Chairs  

Assistance   

 Denise Ceneviva 

 Fellowship                               

Paul Guelich &  

Carolyn Kramer 

Service  

Alison Schwarz   

   Visitation                                       

Michael McBride 

Trinity News and Notes 
 

In Memoriamé 
 

Ben W. Wean 
United with Trinity October 13, 1957;  

Died March 12, 2016 
 

Norma Pruitt  
United with Trinity November 19, 1967;  

Died March 17, 2016 
 

Sympathiesé  
 

We extend our sympathies and prayers to the  
Wean and Peelman families on the death of Dave Weanôs 

father, Charter Member Ben Wean. 
 

Baptismsé 
 

We rejoice with Diane Vera on the occasion of her baptism. 
 

We rejoice with Annie & Sunil Bandi on the occasion of the 
baptism of their son, Nathan.  
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Adult Education 
 

This coming April 2016, we have three interesting Adult Education events: 
 

     1.  On April 10 , Nancy O'Dowd will talk on depression, dementia, and normal aging.   

 

     2.  On April 17 , Gerald (Jay) Darling will talk about the Christian message in Springsteen's Music.   

 

     3.  On April 24 , Reverend Gruver  will conclude his series on Starting the Conversation,  

 a discussion between Adult Parents and Adult Children regarding their futures.  
ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

Gerald Darling: Springsteenôs Christian Message? 
 

Is there some underlying theological meaning in Springsteen's lyrics? Is there a Christian message in  

Springsteen's music.  Jay Darling says so and he has the experience and qualification. 

  

   Gerald Darling: 

      -- is a practicing attorney with the firm of Archer and Greiner in  

          Haddonfield, N.J. 

      -- an elder at Moorestown Presbyterian Church 

      -- finished his Masters in Theological Studies from Palmer Seminary by writing an extensive graduating  

 thesis on the theology of Springsteen's lyrics over his  

 now 50 plus year career. 

  

JOIN US on April 17, 2016, 11 am at the Community Room right after the coffee hour for an intriguing 

and interesting discussion.  Everyone is welcome.  Invite your friends! 

ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 

 

MENTAL HEALTH IN OLDER ADULTS  

SUNDAY, APRIL 10, 2016 ï 11 am 

Witherspoon Center 
 

NANCY OôDOWD 

Are you concerned about a loved one struggling with mood, behavior, or  

memory changes?  Do you need information or guidance to help them?   Come 

join us and we will explore this topic with Nancy OôDowd, APN who  

specializes in geriatric psychiatry.  Stop by the social hall at 10:30 am for some 

coffee or tea, then join us in Witherspoon Center at 10:45 am for light  

refreshments and fellowship,  followed  by our program at 11 am. 

 

Nancy OôDowd has a B. S. in Nursing from Cornell University, and an M. S. in Nursing from the University 

of Pennsylvania.  She is certified as a Clinical Nurse Specialist in Adult Psychiatric Nursing by the American 

Nurses Credentialing Center, and is licensed as an Advanced Practice Nurse in New Jersey.  Nancyôs  

expertise is in the field of geriatric psychiatry.  She has presented on this topic at numerous professional  

conferences including the American Society of Aging, the American Psychiatric Association, and the  

American Association for Geriatric Psychiatry.  Through her consulting practice, GeroPsych Nursing  

Associates, LLC, Nancy provides comprehensive psychiatric evaluation and management services,  

counseling, and education in the field of geriatric psychiatry for nursing homes, extended care facilities and 

other agencies in the tri-county area. Nancy and her husband, Dr. Thomas OôDowd,  have lived in Cherry Hill 

for 29 years. 
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The Rock Slinger and His Greatest Hit! 

A David and Goliath Story  

 Childrenõs Musical 

Thanks for all your wonderful work! A Big Thank You toé. 

Nitin (Praise) Charles, Evan Bryfogle, Sophie Keagle, Matt Yeary,  

Marissa McGrath, Kyla McCorkle, Tyler McGrath, Katie Lawton, Cory Ebiri, Joie 

Sedeyn, Hannah Strobel, Sarah Lausi, Alexa Rankin, Dennis McGrath, Ryan Bui, 

Grace Burgess, Nicole Charles, Ryan Guelich, Jacob Henderson, Tyler Hobbs, Max 

Hofmann, Henry Kain, Justin Odille, Alaynna Strobel, Giovannina Viglietta,  

Logan Watson, Joslyn Bailey, Alexis Bui, Sofia Burgess, Kelly Carr, Camrynn Curl, 

Michael Henderson, Connor Lausi, Ben Peelman, Rebecca Strobel, Carmella  

Viglietta, Gabriella Watson, Julia Wilson, Brian Kain, Coz Digneo, Dave Keagle, 

Sean Desjarsins, Jennifer Bean, Kim Bui, Jackie Sedeyn, Music Program Support 

Team, Kirk Lind, Kristen Viglietta, Holly Bryfogle, Stacey Henderson, Jen Peelman, 

Sharon McGrath, Ava Rankin, and Naomi Smith 
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Children and Youth Ministries  
 

Church School  
Linda Craven has graciously agreed to take over the roll of Church School Coordinator, as Ben Rieth, though 

still teaching, will retire from a position he has held a number of times since joining Trinity over 25 years 

ago.  
 

The Children's Ministries Committee would like to thank each and every teacher for their dedication and  

willingness to serve.  We would also like to thank Ben Rieth for his many years as Church School  

Coordinator. Our thriving program is in need of volunteers! If you enjoy working with children, and have as 

little as one Sunday a month to spare, come join our team! Feel free to call Ann Smolsky (856-429-1241) to 

discuss options.  
 

Many Thanks To... 

Nursery:  Alysia Sieh Badskey, Sheri Desjardins, Katie Odille, Eileen Rankin, Louisa Tilsner, Elizabeth 

Tilsner , Twoôs and Threeôs: Sue Zuckerman, Amy Leickel, Jackie Kinsky, Pat Kinsky, Fours and Fives/ 

Kindergarten:  Karan and Rusty Sieh, Susan Bastnagel, JennyLettinger, 1st and 2nd Grade:  Linda Craven, 

Sandy Hewitt, Pat Turner, 3rd and 4th grade:  Ann Smolsky, Chris Slusser, Melissa Smith, Megan McFadden 

5th and 6th grade: Ben Rieth, Roberta Ritchie. Those who have come to help with special projects:  

Ebiri family, Elaine Schon. 
 

In Other Church School News... 
The children in Witherspoon are collecting coins for "In  

Charity's Shoes" Elaine Schon made coin bags that the  

children took home with them. We had 5 interns from  

Urban Promise International come and talk to the children 

about their native lands. They taught them a song and a 

game. We will be collecting coins through May. 
 

 

Youth Group  

 
The youth group would like to thank all 

of you for your generous donations to 

the 30 Hour Famine. Without your help, 

this event wouldn't have been  

possible.  The juices kept us going and 

the meal was enjoyed by all at the end of 

our time.  It was a great time of standing 

in solidarity with our brothers and sisters 

who go hungry every day, while also 

serving our community and the greater 

world through volunteering at local  

organizations, packaging over a  

thousand meals that went to Haiti,  

collecting dry goods for the Cherry Hill Food pantry and donating over $10,000 dollars to World Vision to 

stop hunger.  We also ended our time with a meaningful hour of spending time with God in prayer  

stations.  On behalf of not only us, but the fourteen churches who gathered that weekend.  THANK YOU!  

tel:%28856-429-1241

