
  

 

Trinity Tidings 
An Inviting Community Following Christ For Life     

Volume 49, Issue 2                 February 2015 

Staff 
Pastor/Head of Staff 
The Rev. Dr. Gregory 

C. Faulkner 
 

Parish Associate 
Rev. Barry Gruver 

 
Director of  

Music 
Lisa Marcelli 

 
Music Associate 
Becky Sayer Kain 

 
Director of Youth 

Eric Waraas 

 

Church Treasurer 

Debby Talbott 

 

Office Manager 

Sue Nork 

 

Office Associate 

Alysia Sieh Badskey 

 

Membership  

Secretary  

Pam Dougherty 

 

Property Manger 

Larry Hall 

 

Director of Nursery 
School 

Marina Pappas 

Part of Your Life… 

 
We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly 

remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and  

steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. . . . We cared so deeply for you that we 

were determined to share with you not only the gospel of God but our very lives. 

1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3, 2:8  

 

It had been a wonderful Sunday at my childhood home. It would be the last time that I 

would see my family for many months because we were headed to New Jersey where I 

would begin studies at Princeton Seminary. Sunday dinner, with all the good food and all 

the great family conversation, had ended. It was time for me and Melanie to begin our 

journey north. When the last cousin had been kissed and the last aunt hugged, we walked 

to the car hoping to be well down the road before dusk.  

 

Before I could get in the car, my mom came out of the house. Her auburn curls had turned 

to gray, and she seemed smaller than I remembered. I bent down to give her one last  

embrace and I felt her hand go into my coat pocket. I stepped back, putting my hand in the 

pocket I pulled out a clump of dollar bills. "I can't take this, mama. I know things are tight 

for y'all." She pushed my hand back and as the emotion rose in her voice she said, "Now 

son, you take this money. It's not much, but we want you to have it. We have to be part of 

your life. This will help you a little." 

 

As we drove out of my little hometown, I took the ball of bills and counted, "One, two, 

three, four, five . . . fourteen." Fourteen dollars. Though not yet a widow, it was for me the 

Widow's Mite. Mom had given greatly, even sacrificially. I still hear her voice: "we have 

to be a part of your life."  

 

My mom taught me a great lesson that day. She taught me that stewardship is about 

gratitude and about love. She demonstrated for me that stewardship is about being part of 

one another's lives and even giving sacrificially for the sake of the larger family. Those 14 

one-dollar bills pressed into my hand convinced me that stewardship is about gratefully 

giving as a sign of our being part of each other's lives. That's what it means to be a faithful 

steward. That's what it means to be part of God's life. If you and I would so live, all of the 

family called trinity would have cause to be... 

 

Hoping Big, 

 

Gregory 
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Trinity’s Music News 
 

 

  

Adult Choir Rehearsal  

 New members are always welcome! 

 Wednesdays at 7:30 pm 

 

Children’s Choirs Rehearsals 

New members are always welcome! 

 Cherub Choir – Pre-K and Kindergarten;  Thursday 4:30-5:00pm 

Carol Choir – 1st and 2nd grade; Thursday 5:00-5:40pm 

Team Choir – 3rd,  4th, and 5th grade; Thursday 5:40-6:20pm 

Team Bells – 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade; Thursday 6:20-6:50pm 

  

Youth Choir Rehearsal 

 New members are always welcome! 

 Youth Choir – 6th – 12th grade; Sundays 10:50am-11:30am 

Youth Bell Ensemble 6th-12th grade; Sundays 11:30-noon 

Youth Instrumental Ensemble 6th -12th grade; rehearses as needed 

 

 

YOU CAN MAKE MUSIC AT TRINITY! 

 

Please call the church office at 428-2050 or e-mail Lisa Marcelli,  

Director of Music, at lisa.marcelli@trinpres.org for more information. 
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Session Update 
At its stated meeting on January 5, 2015, the Session: 

 

  Approved the December membership count of 810. 

  Discussed next steps in strategic planning. 

  Scheduled the joint Deacon-Elder retreat for February 28. 

  Affirmed the dates for the next Prayer Vigil:  March 27-28. 

  Discussed next steps for continuing strategic planning. 

  Selected a few possible late spring dates for the rededication of the sanctuary. 

  Received an update from Rev. Barry Gruver. 

  Learned that while December giving was on budget, the church finished the 

year $9000 below pledge amounts. 

 Heard that $608,000 has been pledged toward the operating budget for 2015, 

leaving the budget in deficit. 

  Learned that only 49% of possible pledge units have pledged. 

  Voted to apply two memorial gifts to the operating reserve, possibly for use 

in balancing the budget. 

  Agreed with Finance & Stewardship’s plan to investigate additional options 

for electronic giving. 

  Prayed for members and friends. 

 

Margery Sly, Clerk of Session 
 

Session of Elders 

Clerk of Session                    

Margery Sly 

Adult Ministries 

Linda Thorpe 

Children’s Ministries 

Linda Craven 

Finance & Budget 

John Young 

Membership 

Nancy Roberts   

Mission & Outreach              

Donna Croker 

Personnel 

Janet Cohen 

Property & Buildings         

Bill Strobel 

Worship & Music            

Linda Flanary 

Youth Ministries 

Christine Slusser 

Strategy Committee 

John Young 

Technology Committee 

Tom Earp 

Deacons 

    Moderator of Deacons 

   Cosmo Digneo            

Committee Chairs  

Assistance   

 Brian Hamilton  

 Fellowship                               

Kim Windt 

Service     

   Marguerite Houck & 

Peggy Finger, co-chairs                                       

Visitation                                       

Melissa Smith 

Financial Update                                                      
 

    

       

       

  DECEMBER  YEAR TO DATE  BUDGET 

INCOME  
           
121,453              870,215  #            909,280  

       

EXPENSES  

           
141,211              850,630  #            909,280  

       

  

           
(19,758)               19,585                         -    

       

PLEDGE YTD ACTUAL  
           
626,624      

  

           
233,601      

PLEDGE YTD BUDGET    

           
635,000      

       

PLEDGE YTD vs BUDGET 

              
(8,376)     
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Trinity News and Notes 
 

In Memoriam… 

 
Faith L. Jerome 

United with Trinity February 2, 1986; Died– December 22, 2014 
 

Baptisms… 
 

We rejoice with Angela and Christopher Regensburg on the baptism of their son,  

Cole Christopher Regensburg 

 

We rejoice with Christine and Bradley Rader on the baptism of their daughter, Mila Key Rader  

Children and Youth Ministries  
 

Church School 
 I write this article this month realizing that I have been involved in Trinity's 

Church School for much of the more than 25 years that I have been a member 

at Trinity.  Some would say it is what I do!  The only background I had for the 

job is that I am the Son of a Church School Superintendent and was one at 

very small Church in New York.  Working with Children can be very  

fulfilling.  One never knows what message God will send us through our  

Children.  Your children enrich the lives of their teachers every Sunday. 

 

Time is coming for new shepherds to help take care of this flock.  One teacher retired last year and another 

has already announced their retirement this coming year.  We invite you to volunteer a week or two in a 

class to lend a helping hand and see what we do and why we love it so. 

 

Some think they don't possess the skills to teach.  A loving heart, a listening ear, a smile and a willingness to 

learn more about the Bible yourself, are often all that is required, as you let the Holy Spirit work through 

you to share your own beliefs with our children.  The commitment is usually 2 weeks per month and when 

you can't attend Church there are a variety of previously recorded  Church services available to listen to in 

the car or at home, in our Church Library.   

 

One family of 3 volunteered a month of service and a few individuals have answered a call to help in our 

classes this year.  If nothing else we hope you will consider becoming the extra set of hands and possibly be 

inspired to consider teaching in the future yourself.   If you are interested, please contact myself 

(benrieth@verizon.net) or Linda Craven (lscraven77@aol.com). 

 

 

On another note, our year long mission project, supporting Urban Promise'  

commitment world-wide,  'Walking in Charity's Shoes" has taken off quite well.  The  

elementary classes are working on filling gallon jugs with coins in each class and some 

of them are getting rather heavy. 

 

Yours in Children's Ministries;  Ben Rieth  

mailto:benrieth@verizon.net
mailto:lscraven77@aol.com
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Children and Youth Ministries  
 

 

Nursery School 
Registration is in full swing at Trinity Nursery School.  Our classes are filling 

up for the 2014-15 school year.  This good news is a reflection of our school, 

faculty and families of TNS!  The word is out that we offer a fine early  

childhood program influenced by strong Christian values lead by kind,  

nurturing and experienced teachers. 

 

While we do not plan a formal open house, I would encourage you to call and 

schedule an appointment for a tour and watch our school in action.  This is a 

perfect way to get to know our program first hand and ask any questions that 

you might have. 

 

In January we saw snowflakes, snowmen and winter white all over the hallways and inside the classrooms.  

Now with February fast approaching, we are beginning to see red as we near Valentine’s Day and celebrate 

our friendships and love for our families.  The teachers will be sure to use the upcoming holiday to practice 

name writing on letters, cards and projects as we get ready to send Valentine’s Day greetings!  I know that 

all the classes will be crafting groundhogs in anticipation of Groundhog Day.  We look forward to admiring 

all their handiwork as we await the prediction of our groundhog friend!  We all hope he forecasts an early 

spring!! 

 

2014-15 Class offerings: 
 

Toddler Time: Fridays    9:45-11:15 am 

2 1/2 year old:  Mon & Wed, Tues &Thurs, or Mon-Thurs   9- 11:30 am 

3 year old : Mon, Wed, & Fri, Tues& Thurs, or Mon-Fri 9- 11:30 am 

3 year old:  Mon/Wed/Fri  12:30-3:00 pm 

4 year old:  Mon-Thurs. 9-11:30 am ,   Mon-Friday  9-11:30 am 

Bridge-a-garten (4,5 year olds):  Mon-Friday 12:30-3:00 pm 

Extended Day & Trinity Enrichment Program:  This class is currently offered to 4 year 

olds Mon/Tues & Wed from 12:30-1:30 or 12:30-3:00 pm. We will determine the days based 

on the registration for next year. 

 

Contact Marina Pappas, Nursery School Director, for more information. 

Phone: 795-3123, Email: marina.pappas@trinpres.org 
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Membership 

New to Trinity? 
Are you a visitor who is interested in what is happening at Trinity or what it 

means to be a Presbyterian?  Perhaps you are already a member and would 

like to learn more.  Our next Membership Information Session will be held 

on Sunday, February 22, 2015 at 11:00 am.  At that time, The Rev. Greg 

Faulkner will talk about what it means to be a Presbyterian. He will also talk 

about all of the opportunities that Trinity offers.  If you are interested in  

attending, please email nancyroberts2202@yahoo.com or call her at 

609-261-4988. We will be serving lunch, so it is important that we know 

who will be attending.  Babysitting will be provided if necessary. This is a 

great time for visitors (and members!) to get together and get to know Trinity. 

Daytime Men’s Group- Getting to Know You... 
 

After a great start with our January meeting about our NEW and Beautiful 

Church enhancements, in the main part of our sanctuary, we are off again 

with a Theme we started last year --- GETTING TO KNOW YOU. 

 

The person and topic of the February 17th meeting will be our very own 

Eric Waraas speaking about a very vital part of our youth program. Eric will shed some light on how our 

young people interact with all the adults of the church and among themselves. With all the activities like  

summer work projects, cooking for the congregation, overnights at the church and many other programs, he 

will make us even more proud of all the youth in our church. 

 

The special event will be Tuesday February 17th @ 10 A.M. in the Witherspoon Center. When have you 

ever had gourmet coffee @ Trinity ? Well Ron Schon will unveil his new and improved formula . With some 

tasty treats and great conversation, this is a MUST item on your social calendar. Come early, bring a Friend 

( If you have one ) and a Neighbor that will enjoy being a part of our Group. BUT most importantly, have a 

SUPER COLOSSAL DAY ! 

Mission and Outreach  
 

Mall Walk for the Homeless  
IHOC (Interfaith Hospitality Outreach Council) needs your support--the Mall 

Walk is our number one fund raiser.  Monies raised will support the Homeless  

Hospitality Network, and other programs of the council.  Please sponsor a Trinity 

walker, or better yet, join us on Sunday, February 22. Pledge forms will be  

available at the Mission and Outreach table throughout February.  

 

Hats, Scarves, Gloves... 
For the second year, Trinity will be collecting warm hats, scarves and gloves in good  

condition to give out to homeless and impoverished men, women and children who come to 

the Cathedral Kitchen in Camden for a hot dinner.  Labeled collection boxes will be found at 

the sanctuary and atrium entrances on  all four Sundays in February.  Thank you for your  

generosity! 

mailto:nancyroberts2202@yahoo.com


9 

 

RENOVATION REDUX  
 

 

Carpet, Paint and Balcony Trim 

While Walt and his crew were busy rebuilding the 

chancel, Amy Manley and Pam Dougherty were busy 

choosing carpet and paint.  We knew that we wanted to 

do something that would have a dramatic decorative 

impact, but we also wanted to be careful to keep the 

sanctuary familiar and recognizable. 

 

One of the most difficult parts of this process was that 

we had to make our choices before the new, improved 

lighting was installed.  Walt purchased a spotlight with 

the color temperature we specified for the new lighting, 

and we used that to assess our choices.   

 

Our first step was to choose the new carpeting, since that choice would drive every other color decision we 

made.  We decided that we would stay with blue, since blue has been part of Trinity’s identity for decades and 

is featured prominently in the chunk glass windows and throughout the main floor of the entire building.  Amy 

used her contacts to obtain dozens and dozens of samples, and we reviewed even more possibilities online.  

We even considered a custom color but, in the end, decided against it because of delivery timeframe and the 

extra cost involved.  Interestingly enough, the carpeting we chose was among the first 4 samples we reviewed 

at the very start of the project!  The blues are rich and saturated, and the golden dot blends beautifully with all 

of the  refinished wood. 

 

With the carpeting decided upon, we moved on to paint.  Again, we considered dozens and dozens of possible 

blues for the cross wall, and finally settled on a Benjamin Moore color called Blue Suede Shoes.  We are very 

pleased that it has been so well received.  We also made the decision to try to set the chancel apart from the 

nave by painting the wood trim in front of the organ pipe screens, and by painting the (formerly) very white 

sound board on the ceiling.  We matched this color to the marble of the reredos (the stone wall where the cross 

and candles are mounted).  We also decided to border the carpeting in the chancel with a solid dark blue—

again, this was done to make the chancel a more special place. 

 

The main wall color is about 3 shades lighter than the original color and contributes to the brighter look of the 

space.  In order to evoke the feeling of the walls rising to the sky, we decided to paint the walls above the cove 

in a pale blue.  We also made the decision to paint all of our existing trim in a contrasting color called White 

Dove.  Previously, the walls and trim were painted the same color.  People have been noticing the trim work, 

asking if it’s new, but with the exception of the new trim piece on the balcony, all of the trim work has been 

there for 50 years! 

 

Speaking of the balcony trim, we are very grateful to Brad Ritchie for making and 

installing the new trim piece.  We felt that the balcony wall was very plain, so we 

asked him to match the lighting cove trim that runs along both sides of the nave 

and reproduce it on the balcony.  Brad did a beautiful job—the trim piece looks 

like it’s always been there! 

 

 

Next month:  The chunk glass windows 
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Care n’ Share  
 

Care 'n Share got off to a 

slow start in January due to 

very cold weather and a little 

snow! 

 

We will continue to take 

winter clothing until 

March 1. We will then have 1/2 price sale ending 

with a  Bag sale on March 12. 

 

Items may be dropped off during our regular hours 

from 10 am to 1 pm on Tuesdays, Thursdays and 

"first Saturday"  February 7. We also accept items 

following the 9:30 Worship Service on Sundays until 

about 11:00. 

 

Be sure to read our report in "Trinity's Annual  

Report". Thanks again for your generous donations!  

 
Library Corner 
Perhaps a good New Year’s resolution for many of us 

would be to learn how to forgive. Our Trinity Library 

has two new books, recommended by Rev. Faulkner, 

that provide insights about how to go about forgiving. 

 

 

 

The Art of Forgiving 

When You Need to Forgive and 

Don’t Know How 

By Lewis B. Smedes 

 

 

 

“The first person to benefit from forgiving is the one 

who does it.” 

 

“Forgiving is a journey; the deeper the wound, the 

longer the journey.” 

 

“Forgivers are not doormats; to forgive a person is not 

a signal that we are willing to put up with what he 

does.” 

 

“When we forgive, we set a prisoner free and discover 

that the prisoner we set free is us.” 

“When we forgive we walk in stride with the  

forgiving God.” 

 

These are just a few of the dynamics of forgiveness 

Smedes describes in his book. His general themes are 

why and whom we should forgive and how faith can 

help us find the strength to do it. Smedes also  

describes specific steps we can take in order to  

forgive. 

 

 

The Book of Forgiving 

The Fourfold Path for Healing 

Ourselves and Our World 

By Desmond Tutu and Mpho 

Tutu 

 

 

“With each act of forgiveness, small or large, we 

move toward wholeness. Forgiveness is how we bring 

peace to ourselves and our world.” 

 

Both Nobel Laureate Archbishop Desmond Tutu and 

his daughter Mpho suffered under the South African 

apartheid system. And for both of them forgiveness 

has been a lifelong struggle. Their experience has led 

them to the development of a four-step process of  

forgiveness—telling the story, naming the hurt,  

granting forgiveness, and renewing or relinquishing 

the relationship. They also describe how granting  

forgiveness is actually the greatest gift we can give to 

ourselves. 

 

Each chapter of the book ends with meditations,  

rituals, prayers and journal entries the reader can use 

as a guide for learning to forgive. 

 

 If you would like us to purchase a particular book 

for the Trinity Library, stop by on Sunday or  

contact Dottie Dunfee (dunfeet@aol.com). 

 

 

 

 

 

Care n’ Share 
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PW February Circle Meetings 
 
Monday, February 16th 

Deborah  1:00pm  Alice Buda 

Priscilla   1:00pm  TBD 

Ruth    7:00pm  Roberta Ritchie 

 

Tuesday, February 17th 

Hannah  7:00pm  Janet Strasser 

Rebekah  7:15pm  Sue Bryfogle 

Shiphrah  7:00pm  Lis Digneo 

 

Wednesday, February 18th 

Miriam  9:30am  Witherspoon Room 2 
 

 

PW Retreat in Cape May!! 
 

 

Do you need a break from your busy life? We go in many different directions every day - working, taking care 

of family, but we don’t always take time for ourselves. You will have an excellent opportunity to “Renew & 

Refresh” at the PW Retreat! The retreat will be held March 20-22, 2015 at The Grand Hotel of Cape 

May and will be led by former Trinity Associate Pastor, Rev. Su Fall. Sign ups will conclude on  

February 8th. The prices are - Single: $289; Double: $187 per person; Triple: $168.33 per person; Quad: 

$159 per person. This includes room accommodations and meals. Remember, scholarships are available for 

those who need it. For more information or if you have any questions contact Claudia Miller at 856-795-5083 

or at clm974@hotmail.com. 

New York, New York! ! 
 

Save-the-date, the spring bus trip to New 
York is  April 15th! 



12 

 

 
Trinity invites you to join us for worship, 

prayer & music  
during the Lenten Season 

 
 

Wednesday, February 18 Ash Wednesday Service, 12:30 pm-following a soup lunch at noon: Join us at 

7:00 pm for a quiet evening Ash Wednesday Service 

 

Sunday, February 22 3:00 pm:  Trinity Community Concert Series presents Singing City celebrating 

    Black History Month through song. 

 

Wednesday, February 25     Soup ‘n Sound at noon:  Amanda Liu, piano (Young Artist Feature) 

                                            Join us for Soup and Sound every Wednesday during Lent, for a  

     simple lunch of soup and bread at noon, followed by a concert  

     from 12:30 – 1:00 pm.   

 

Wednesday, March 4      Soup ‘n Sound at noon: Shanon Wise, soprano 

 

Sunday, March 8      9:30 am:  Gifts of Women Sunday—Guest speaker:  Rev. Jennifer Dunfee 

Sharpe  

  

Wednesday, March 11 Soup ‘n Sound at noon: Michael Carsley, steel pans 

 

Sunday, March 15 Rescue in the Night by Tom S. Long and Allen Pote, presented by Trinity’s 

Children’s Choirs during our 9:30am worship service 

 

 Wednesday, March 18 Soup ‘n Sound at noon: Trillium Piano Trio 

  

 Wednesday, March 25  Soup ‘n Sound at noon: Rebecca Sayer Kain & Lisa Kain Marcelli, vocalists 

 

 Friday, March 27- Saturday, March 28 24-hour Prayer Vigil 

 

Saturday, March 28 The Progressive Dinner at 6:30 pm, sponsored by Trinity Out & About 

 

Sunday, March 29  Palm Sunday Worship at 9:30 am 

  

Thursday, April 2  Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Communion Service at 7:30 pm 

  

Sunday, April 5  Easter Sunday Worship at 9:30 and 11:15 am:  Choir, bells, brass and organ  
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SUNDAY 
9:30 Worship Service 
9:30 Church School, Nursery-Gr. 6 
10:50 Youth Choir 
11 am Adult Ed—Witherspoon 
11:30am Youth Bells 
7 pm Senior High Fellowship (SHF) -    
Witherspoon 
 
MONDAY 
7 pm Boy Scouts—Witherspoon 
BASIC (1st and 3rd Mondays of Month) 

TUESDAY 
10 am-1 pm Care ‘n Share Shop 
 
 
 
WEDNESDAY 
6:45 pm Commissioning—Witherspoon 
6:45pm Adult Bells 
7:00 pm Cub Scouts—Community Room 
7:30 pm Adult Choirs 
 

THURSDAY 
10 am–1 pm Care ‘n Share Shop 
12 pm Alzheimer’s Support Group— 
 
Thurs. Children’s Choirs 
     4:30-5:00 pm  Cherub Choir 
     5:00-5:40 pm  Carol Choir 
     5:40-6:20 pm  TEAM Choir 
     6:20-6:50 pm  TEAM Bells 
6:30  pm AA, Witherspoon  
8:00 pm AA, Witherspoon  

February 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Communion 
9:30am 
Senior High 
Breakfast 11am 
Ukulele Rehearsal 
12pm 

2 
Library Committee 
10am 
Strategy 6pm 
Session 7pm 
BASIC 7:30pm 

3 4 5 6 7 
Care n’ Share 
10am 

8 
Congregational 
Meeting 10:30am 
No Youth Choir or 
Bells 
Sr. High Dinner  
Dinner Meeting 
6:30pm 

9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 
Adult Ed Forum 
10:45am 
 
No Sr.Highs 
 
Tidings articles due 

16 
Office/NS Closed 
 
Deborah, Priscilla 
Circle 1pm 
Ruth Circle 7pm 
 
 

17 
Daytime Men’s 
Group 10am 
 
Hannah, Shiphrah 
7pm 
Rebekah 7:15pm 

18 
Miriam 9:30am 
Lenten Soup & 
Sound 12pm 
Ash Wednesday 
Service 7pm 
No Commissioning 
No Adult Bells 

19 
 

20 
 
 
 
Sr. High 30 Hour 
Famine 
 

21 

22 
New Member Info 
Session 11am 
Worship  
Reflections 
11:30am 
TCCS 3pm 
No Sr. Highs  

23 24 25\ 
Soup and Sound 
12pm 

26 27 
 

28 
Officers Retreat 
Elders/Deacons 
8:30am– 3pm 
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Trinity Presbyterian Church (USA) 
499 Route 70 East 
Cherry Hill, NJ 08034-2462 

Next Tidings deadline is February 15 for March Issue 

 

 Save-the-Date 

 
February 15– Adult Ed Forum, 10:45am 

February 18– Ash Wednesday,  

First Day of Lent, First Soup and Sound, 12:00pm, 

Service, 12:30pm 

February 18- Ash Wednesday Evening Service, 7pm 

February 22– New Member Information  

Session, 11am 

February 22- TCCS Singing City, 3pm 

February 22– Mall Walk for the Homeless 

 

Sunday Worship Service 

9:30  am 

 

 

 

Church Office    

9 am-4 pm M-TH 

(856) 428-2050 

Fax 

(856) 795-8471 

E-Mail 

trinpres@trinpres.org 

Website 

www.trinpres.org 


