CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24
Join us as we celebrate the birth of Jesus,
the Word of God that has come among us,
the Light that shines in the darkness.
Three worship services will be held. The Family Christmas
Pageant Service begins at 5:00pm. Candlelight Services are at
8:00 and 11:00pm. The Lord’s Supper will celebrated at the
11:00pm service.
Please join us for a recital by our Organist, Norman Elton,
which will take place before the Christmas Eve services
beginning at 7:40pm and 10:40pm.
On Sunday, Christmas Day, there will ONLY be one worship
service at 11:00am.
Please note there will be no childcare/nursery provided on
Christmas Eve or Christmas Day.

UPCOMING SUNDAY WORSHIP

December 4

Second Sunday of Advent
Communion Sunday

The Root of Jesse Will Come
Romans 15:4-13
December 11

Third Sunday of Advent

Messengers
Matthew 11:2-11
Pastor Rachel Hébert
will deliver the message.
December 18

Fourth Sunday of Advent

God With Us
Matthew 1:18-25
December 24

Christmas Eve Services*
5:00pm
Christmas Pageant
8:00am
Candle Light Service
11:00pm Candle Light Service
with Communion

December 25

Christmas Day - 11:0am ONLY*

Good News in a Strange Place
Matthew 1:1-17
Pastor Harold McKeithen
will deliver the message.
*There will be no childcare provided.

OUR PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE

W

hen life gets busy I need to be
reminded – reminded of the
things that are really
important because it’s so easy
to get caught up in the busyness. Maybe
we all need to be reminded as we enter
this Advent season, so I decided to repeat
an article I wrote last year.
“Christmas can still change the world!” That is the tag line for a movement called the Advent Conspiracy. In 2006 five
pastors wanted to change the way they and others celebrated one of the most important holy days of our faith.
They came up with some ideas and with the magic of the internet their inspiration has reached Christians around
the world and made a change in Christmas. On their website they say “Today, Advent Conspiracy is a global
movement of people and churches resisting the cultural Christmas narrative of consumption by choosing a
revolutionary Christmas through Worshipping Fully, Spending Less, Giving More and Loving All.” These are the
four tenets of the Advent Conspiracy,
Worship Fully: It starts with Jesus. It ends with Jesus. This is the holistic approach God had in mind for
Christmas. It’s a season where we are called to put down our burdens and lift a song up to our God. It’s a
season where love wins, peace reigns, and a king is celebrated with each breath. It’s the party of the year.
Entering the story of advent means entering this season with an overwhelming passion to worship Jesus to
the fullest.
Spend Less: Quick question for you: What was the one gift you remember getting for Christmas last year?
Next question: What about the fourth gift? Do you remember that one? Truth is many of us don’t because
it wasn’t something we necessarily wanted or needed. Spending Less isn’t a call to stop giving gifts; it’s a
call to stop spending money on gifts we won’t remember in less than a year. America spends around $450
billion dollars during the Christmas season, and much of that it joyless and goes right onto a credit card. By
spending wisely on gifts we free ourselves from the anxiety associated with debt so we can take in the
season with a full heart.
Give More: We know what you’re thinking. “Wait, didn’t they just say I should spend less, and yet here
they are telling me to give more? What gives?” The most powerful, memorable gift you can give to
someone else is yourself. And nobody modeled this more than Jesus. So what does this look like for you?
Tickets to a ball game or the theater? A movie night? The main point is simple: When it comes to spending
time with those you love, it’s all about quality, not quantity.
Love All: It all boils down to love. Love from a savior. Love to a neighbor in need. By spending just a little
less on gifts we free up our resources to love as Jesus loves by giving to those who really need help. This is
the conspiracy three churches began a few years ago, and has since grown to an international movement
where thousands of churches have raised millions of dollars to love others in life-changing ways. It’s not
that there’s something wrong with the shopping mall—it’s that the better story is about loving all.”
Our program at WPC, The Gift of Christmas Catalog, is a perfect example of “giving more and loving all.” You can
find in the catalog ways your giving can make a difference in the mission of Jesus Christ. The Advent Conspiracy
is a great inspiration to make our Christmas celebrations what we really want them to be, meaningful, love-filled
celebration of the Christ Child with the people we hold dear and making a difference in the world in the name of
Jesus Christ.
To learn more and see a video go to http://www.adventconspiracy.org.
May you have a blessed Christmas. Peace, John

A WORD FROM PASTOR RACHEL

FROM THE DESK OF “A”, DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION MINISTRIES

I

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Alpha Class Schedules Winter Bible Study - Creation: A Divine Cycle
The Alpha Class study for this winter looks at creation as more than the Lord's original formation of the universe. Rather,
we will think of creation as what happens every time God brings something new into the world. From this idea, we see that
creation is continuing and repeating all the time.
Our December lessons form an Advent/Christmas study using texts from Luke's Gospel. Here we will look at the amazing
creative act of God's incarnation as Jesus. Next, during January, we turn to Psalm, especially verses that praise God for
the wonders of creation. And in February we will jump to texts from Paul's Letter to the Galatians, looking at scenes from
God's creation of the Christian church.
The Alpha Class will meet throughout December (except Christmas), January, and February on Sundays, welcoming all at
9:30 a.m. in room 011 on the lower level. We use denominational materials that are based on the Uniform Lesson Series.
Our rotating team of teachers encourages discussion and participation. Coffee is available.

Disciple Bible Study – A New Adult Study...New Members Welcome
Invitation to John is an eleven session, short-term Disciple Bible Study. Come
explore the passages in John including the “I Am” statements. Revisit stories only
told in John’s gospel including Nicodemus, Mary Magdalene and the raising of
Lazarus. Come join our fellowship of members who share prayer concerns for
friends and family. And come join our shared faith journey as we learn and lean on
each other.
This class meets in Room 010, Lower Level, on Monday mornings, 9 – 10:30am.
Join us beginning on January 2, 9am. This study will conclude on March 13. Watch for information on the next study,
Invitation to Genesis starting March 20 through May 22.
For questions or information on classes, please contact Debbie Riley (757-880-0097 or dcriley@cox.net). For a
sample lesson and check out the DISCIPLE web site at https://www.cokesbury.com/disciple .

Join a MOPS Group for a Time of Fun and Fellowship with Others
WPC MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) meetings in December will be fun, practical AND
spiritual. This is the month that we offer moms just what YOU need during the Christmas
season. MOPS understands that December is a month when moms are often feeling
stretched in every area, so our planning and focus for the month will be simple yet
meaningful. There will be no speakers or videos, just Moms spending a relaxing evening
and morning together. There will be crafts, and dinner and brunch (for both moms and
kids). If you have something that you’re trying to finish uninterrupted (like addressing
those LAST Christmas cards, or putting together treat bags for preschoolers), this is the
time to do it! If you haven’t joined us for a MOPS meeting yet, this is the time to visit! MOPS is open to ALL mothers of
preschoolers (ages birth through kindergarten). This is not just a WPC program. All mothers in our community are
welcome! Bring a friend! Our December meetings will be held on Wednesday, December 14 (5:30 to 7:30pm) and
December 15 (from 9:30 to 11:30am). If you have any questions, feel free to contact Jodie Davis, WPC MOPS
Coordinator (jdavis@mywpc.org).

Join us at A Place at the Table!
Women of the Church and their female friends and family are invited to a
Women’s Retreat! We will have a wonderful time of fellowship and learning
on January 13 and 14, 2017 at the Williamsburg Christian Retreat Center.
Rachel Hebert will be leading our time together for A Place at the Table.
We will gather Friday evening on January 13 at 6:00pm for a pot luck
dinner. Our Saturday session will begin at 9:00am Saturday morning and
end at 4:00pm. Overnight accommodations are available in our cottage for
both Friday and Saturday nights for time to relax, meditate, and enjoy evening conversation. Please join us! There is a
signup sheet in the Welcome Center. The cost is $50.00 per person whether you stay overnight or not. You can indicate
your plans to stay overnight or just join us for our activities!
Come and learn how Christ invites us to His Table!

Presbyterian Women- not just Circles and luncheons!
Did you know that the WPC Presbyterian Women consists of more than just monthly Circle meetings and twice a year
luncheons? The Presbyterian Women are involved in many other aspects of church life. Every year, PW chooses a
program in which to fundraise for the PW season (September through May). This year, the PW Coordinating Team has
chosen to support Latisha’s House (a program dedicated to “helping women in negative circumstances or exploited by the
sex industry find their way home”- www.latishashouse.com). Look for upcoming information on how to get involved in the
fundraising campaign for this year. In addition, many individual Circles are forming relationships with students at our
“sister” church in Chajul, both financially, and personally. It has been rewarding to see students further their education
goals with our assistance. Other individual Circles support and participate in such programs and activities as the
Highlands Home for Children, the Lynchburg Children’s Home, FISH, Eastern State Hospital, sending college care
packages to WPC kids in their first year of college, and providing dinners for our own UKirk students. The list goes on and
on!
We are also very active within WPC. At the moment, PWCT members are coordinating the Gift of Christmas campaign.
Now in its 13th year, Gift of Christmas has raised just under $100,000 for programs in our area! PW has also had a hand
in organizing the Kitchen Committee, which has made great strides in updating and maintaining our kitchen, providing
much-needed TLC along the way! The Book Club is also a part of the Presbyterian Women. Be sure to join the next
meeting! It will take place on Monday, January 23rd, at 2pm in the church library. The book for the month will be A Man
Called Ove, by Fredrik Backman.
But what about those luncheons, you ask? Twice a year, we get together, have a wonderful lunch, with tons of fellowship,
and a wonderful speaker/presentation. In the fall, we collect a Thank offering, and in the spring, we collect a Birthday
offering. Both of these collections are donated to the Presbyterian Mission Agency, which in turn supports many different
programs throughout the world (www.pma.pcusa.org).

All women of the church are invited to become a part of any aspect of Presbyterian Women! New members are welcome
at all Circle meetings! Childcare is provided for Circles 1 and 5. The Book Club is always a welcoming place, and the
Kitchen Committee would love to have a few extra sets of hands! For more information, or to get involved, please contact
PWCT Moderator, Dorothea Shannon, at dshannon5@verizon.net.

CHRISTIAN OUTREACH

From the Session,
Pastors, and Staff of
Williamsburg
Presbyterian Church.

Report from Kim In Zambia
Dear friends:
I’ve reached the halfway mark of my Young Adult Volunteer (YAV)
service year with the Presbyterian Church (USA) in Zambia, and it has
been a challenging but incredible experience. My host family, the Lupiya
family, are gracious, wonderful, caring people who have welcomed me
into their lives and embraced me as one of their own. I’m also enjoying
being the Communications Associate for the Church of Central Africa
Presbytery (CCAP) Synod of Zambia, which includes editing the CCAP
website and interviewing community members and CCAP program
coordinators. Living in Zambia comes with many difficult problems,
including witnessing extreme poverty, recognizing the debilitating impact
of HIV/AIDS, and trying to accept some severe cultural differences. But
I wanted to send an update letter to the congregations that have
supported me thus far because your prayers, support, and
encouragement have allowed me to come to this beautiful place and
serve in this amazing, faithful community.
Many people have reached out and asked how they could continue supporting me during the remaining time I
will be in Zambia. As always, please continue praying for me as well as my community, my host family, and the
CCAP Synod of Zambia. Please also continue following/reading my blog. Writing is my way of sharing the
struggles and the victories of my YAV year, and I want the
people who have supported me to follow along on this
journey. You can find my blog at:
https://kiminzambiablog.wordpress.com.
You can also continue to support me financially during my
YAV year. The money will not be for my individual needs
here in Zambia but will go toward the sustainability of the
Young Adult Volunteer program. This program has already
given me worthwhile, necessary experiences, and provided
insight into what it means to be a part of an international,
C h r i s t i a n
c ommunity.
I
would
be
absolutely thrilled
if you could
contribute to the
YAV program so
that other young adults such as myself can have this challenging but
ultimately rewarding experience. You can make a donation by going to
my fundraising page on the Presbyterian Church (USA) website:
https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/E210252/.
Thank you for all the prayers and support you have given me thus far
and for all the prayers and support I will receive in the future. I am
humbled by everyone’s generosity and to have this opportunity to live
my faith wholly and holistically. And, of course, Merry Christmas!

Through the Outreach Connection there are many opportunities to get involved and
witness your faith by serving others. Here are some of them.
Stop Hunger says "Thank You!"
If it were possible then hundreds of hungry people would say A thank you to
those members who amongst approximately 225 people representing 11
organizations that gave their Saturday afternoon to package 40,000 meals last
November in the name of Jesus Christ.

We are delighted to announce that the meals from our meal packaging event
have been shipped in a container totaling 285,120 meals from the SHN
Richmond, VA warehouse. The meals will be received by our in-country partner
ORPHANetwork in Nicaragua.
ORPHANetwork's [www.orphanetwork.org ] serves abandoned, abused, and atrisk children in Nicaragua through local churches, school systems, and
orphanages. ORPHANetwork supports 155 feeding programs throughout
Nicaragua.
Individually we do only a little, together we do a lot. Thank you for helping us
to do a lot because it made a difference to a lot of people in Nicaragua.
~Dave Lenderking, Bob Archibald, Jerry Howell, Jim Kirkpatrick

From His Hands Outreach Feeding Program

From His Hands delivers meals every Friday to three different motels, and meals every Tuesday to Grove. From
His Hands ministry has 17 serving partners and so far this year has served 7,845 meals. On November 4 we
delivered 47 meals to the Family Inn. His hands are busy.

Campus Kitchen

The Campus Kitchen at W& M is an affiliate of the national volunteer organization. Our goal is to use existing
resources to meet nutritional and hunger needs, while also empowering individuals and fostering connections
between college and the community. Altogether, they serve meals to nearly 100 food-insecure residents each week
totaling a near 10,000 meals a year.
Campus Kitchen is also an outreach mission of our church. The W&M students use our kitchens twice a week.
Right now the Hunder and Homeless Team is looking for two volunteers to meet the students and offer support to
their program. They meet at church on Mondays and Thursday from 4-7:00. It is hoped the volunteers will meet
with the students to see how we can support their program. If interested please call Marilyn Taylor (564-7288;
linksis3@icloud.com).

Greater City

Scott Gemmell-Davis, a senior at William and Mary, recently reported to the Hunger and Homeless Team on his
work with Greater City. This student run ministry involves 14 different campus ministries which take food and
fellowship to Quarter Path and Pineapple motels. Though feeding the hunger is very important they see the
relationships the students develop with the residence to be even more important. A team of 5-6 students
purchase/receive/find food each week, including gleaning from the Farmers Market, while another team of 5-6 do
the cooking. Then a team of 20 students deliver the food on Saturdays. Currently they are looking for more
students to join so they can begin serving an additional motel. Also they are in need of non-student people or
groups who can substitute for these students when school is not is session. If you, or a group you are a member
of, would like to help then contact Rachel Hebert through the church office.

Congregation Member Back From Prison
You may remember about a month ago there was an
announcement in the bulletin soliciting volunteers to make
three-dozen cookies for the Kairos Prison Ministry. I am
writing to report on the success of the cookie campaign and
the distribution of those cookies. Thank you to those of you
who baked and prayed over the cookies they made.
On October 20, 18 Kairos volunteers, including me, entered
Sussex II State Prison in Waverly, VA to begin a weekend
ministry for the prisoners there. (We don’t stay overnight
but we were back every morning at 7am.) Sussex II is a level 4 maximum-security prison. In Virginia there are two
higher security levels – level 5 and Supermax. So you get an idea of the people we were reaching out to.
We distributed 26,000 cookies, a dozen each, to all the inmates, correctional officers, and prison staff. In addition,
the participants in our weekend program ate all the cookies they wanted.
The goal of Kairos ministry is to show God’s love and grace to prisoners who may believe that they have been
forgotten by God and their fellow human beings. We spent four days going through a very structured program
designed to reach out to the inmates. Most of the participants come because of the cookies and the chance to get
out of their 6’ by 12’ cell, which they share with a cellie. Although they initially come for the cookies and diversion,
they keep coming back the next three days for God’s love and for the prospect of having hope again in a place
where they feel forgotten and hopeless.
The Kairos volunteers, like me, are reminded that we are not there to preach or convert inmates to our particular
brand of Christianity. We are there for the Holy Spirit to flow from us to the inmates and anything that happens is
not due to our efforts but due to the action of the Holy Spirit. As a result of these program lives were changed -the lives of the volunteers as well as the lives of the inmates.
Thirty-two inmates, out of a prison population of 1,300, participated in our program. We have to limit the number
of participants because we do not have enough volunteers. The maximum inmate participant group size is 42. I
would like you to consider becoming a Kairos volunteer to help in this ministry. We need men and women to go
into Virginia prisons for their respective genders
The next prison weekend for men is April 20-23, 2017 at Sussex II. If you’re interested, even a little bit, you have a
unique opportunity to find out if this ministry is right for you. Four Saturday training sessions for this weekend will
be held at the Williamsburg United Methodist Church on Jamestown Road two Saturdays in March and two
Saturdays in April. By participating in the training workshops you can learn more about the ministry and what you
will be doing. Won’t you prayerfully consider joining this ministry?
There also is a closing ceremony on April 23, 2017 that all are invited to attend. Consider attending this event if
you are just curious. You will go through security and see the inside of a state penitentiary. You also will meet an
enthusiastic group of men who just have completed the Kairos weekend program and are ready to change their
lives. This is the Holy Spirit in action and you can see it for yourself.
If you want to learn more about this ministry or the weekend/closing ceremony at Sussex II, please contact
Joe Avellar (757-565-2129 or at jwavellar@gmail.com).

Mission of the Kairos Prison Ministry
To share the transforming love and forgiveness of Jesus Christ to impact the
hearts and lives of incarcerated men, women and youth, as well as their
families, to become loving and productive citizens of their communities.
Vision for the Kairos Prison Ministry
A community spiritually freed from the effects of imprisonment reaching all
impacted by incarceration, through the love, hope, and faith found in Jesus Christ.

2015-Was-The-Hottest-Year-On-Record – UNDERSTANDING THE SCIENCE
BEHIND CLIMATE CHANGE
At the suggestion of the Earthcare committee, the November men’s breakfast topic was on the effects of climate
change on society. Dr. Michael Allen, Assistant Professor of Geography at Old Dominion University, gave an
engaging talk on the scientific findings and trends of global climate change and how they have and will have
impacts around the world, including our own Tidewater Peninsula. Following his talk were a number of very
insightful questions and observations by the attendees. Dr. Allen’s PowerPoint presentation is available. Contact
Dorothy Geyer is you are interested in a copy. The link to his highly recommended TED talk video by Dr.
Marshall Shepherd, titled Slaying Climate Zombies, is listed belowed. For those of you interested in this topic, but
were not able to attend the breakfast, here is your opportunity to get the gist of the talk. There are many ways we
can personally reduce our carbon footprint to participate in the international effort of slowing down the rapid rate
of global warming. Please consider ways you can incorporate this into the holiday festivities and gift giving. We
thank Hank Vernon and the Men’s breakfast coordinating team for giving us the opportunity to have this topic
addressed with members of our community.
TED Talk Slaying Climate Zombies: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O019WPJ2Kjs
For an animated look at temperature changes of over the century: http://www.bloomberg.com/news/
features/2016-01-20/2015-was-the-hottest-year-on-record-by-a-stunning-margin
~The Earthcare Committee

Ring in the Holiday with the Virginia
Handbell Consort
Williamsburg Presbyterian Church is proud to
welcome the Virginia Handbell Consort for a concert
of holiday favorites on Sunday, December 11 at
7:00pm. Come enjoy this exciting free performance
to ring in the holidays!
VHC is an advanced community handbell ensemble,
consisting of auditioned musicians from across
Hampton Roads. The group recently celebrated
its twentieth anniversary, over which time it has
released seven recordings and traveled extensively.
They seek to advance the art of ringing through performances yearround, commissioning new music, and hosting workshops and seminars.
Holiday performances feature a mix of well-known seasonal pieces; both
sacred and secular, exciting and introspective. Learn more about VHC at
www.vhcbells.org.
“We have not performed in Williamsburg in some time, and are looking
forward to seeing old friends and introducing new acquaintances to the
art of advanced handbell ringing,” explains director Al Reese. “This
season’s concert features Leroy Anderson’s classic A Christmas Festival,
a stunning rendition of O Little Town of Bethlehem, with a dash of
Elvis thrown in. We know everyone will leave with a smile on their face
and a bounce in their step.”
The VHC is lively, fun entertainment; their performance is a delight for
all ages. The free concert will be presented in the WPC sanctuary on
December 11 at 7:00pm. All are welcome. Bring a friend!
For more information, contact the church office or organist,
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