Williamsburg Presbyterian Church
2017 Stewardship Campaign
Dedication Sunday, October 23

9:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Please join in worship each Sunday in October to hear special
messages based on Scripture from 1 & 2 Timothy.
Our Stewardship campaign this year will focus on
“The Life That Really is Life.” With specific emphasis on

generosity learned from family, mission work, and the
importance of Christian Education, we will prayerfully
contemplate these issues in preparation for considering our
financial giving to Williamsburg Presbyterian Church for 2017.

Together, we will dedicate our pledges on
Sunday, October 23.

UPCOMING SUNDAY WORSHIP

OUR PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE

Have you thought about…
…making this the Year of Your Legacy? What better goal for this year than to
create your own faith legacy to continue your personal ministry of God’s word.
Certainly, supporting the mission and ministries of WPC with our annual financial
pledge is vital to the life of WPC. But creating a legacy through a permanent fund
means our mission to serve the Lord will continue into the future. Create your
legacy now to support these ministries not only today – but also tomorrow.
Information about leaving a faith legacy can be found in the WPC Welcome
Center.

A WORD FROM PASTOR RACHEL

FROM THE DESK OF THE “A”, DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION MINISTRIES

T

he true curriculum of Christian Education is found in the life of the Church. I really could end my first article here
at WPC with that one sentence. It is the basis for everything I will do here. Yet, because of its importance, it
would be a disservice to leave it without talking a bit about what that phrase really means.

So often we speak of “curriculum” as if it’s simply something written for teachers to use in church school. The thing is that
it IS what teaches us, but very little of our learning comes out of what is written. It helps to have good theology behind our
conversations and activities, and what is written can help us have that basis, but at the end of the day the best written word
means nothing without actions and people who live it out. That is to say that our practical theology (actions) need to match
our espoused theology (words). This means that speaking of a God who is Love, or hospitality and welcome, or trusting
God all mean nothing unless our actions as individuals and as community show a broad love, grace, and acceptance of
others. God calls us to welcome people right where they are. This is curriculum, living out our created purpose through
God’s call.
Thus, Christian Education is not just about telling people what is right or wrong. Honestly, that is almost the opposite of
education. We live in a convergent paradigm, that is to say we find what is real or true through the connections of our
experiences and beliefs with those of others. So to be educated in the church, we cannot just be told what to believe. We
have to take what we’ve learned and share it with each other and with the world. Education is about relationships, about
discovering the image of the Creator in one another and then trying to use that to see God, and what God is doing in the
world more clearly.
The “life of the church” is an important phrase, not just because it’s a reminder that the Church is living, breathing, and
always changing, but also because we so often want to compartmentalize the church. Worship, Church School, Circles,
Music, Resources, Facilities, Communication, etc. are all important parts of the church and they help create the community
that is the church. However, they are not the church individually, nor can any group or program exist in a vacuum. Thus, it
is important that we see all we do as being inherently theological, always speaking about who we understand God to be
and where we see ourselves in God’s world and work. This means that we have to think about the big question when it
comes to ANYTHING we do as church: WHY? This goes back to espoused and practical theologies. If how, and why, and
what, and when we do things, doesn’t match up with the purposes we claim, the things we do lose value, lose purpose,
lose soul.
The life of the church, though, does not end with things that are attached to
formal ministries of WPC or things that happen under our roof or banner. No,
indeed most of the life of the church happens in other places, and at other
times when you may be thinking about everything except WPC. This is why it’s
important to help each other think about our abilities to share and show faith in
our homes, at our work, on our phones, and with all that we do. God is already
everywhere we go. God is already working with everyone we know. God is there, wherever there is, and God is with us,
asking us to be part of God’s work. Unless we invest ourselves in the life of the church and see church as a place to learn
and grow, we will have a hard time seeing and joining in God’s work that’s happening right in front of our eyes.
So, as your new DEM, I’ll say what I’m “supposed” to say, and ask you to join in the classes and programs we offer here at
WPC, but more than that I’ll tell you that you are already involved in the Educational work of WPC . . . but you might want
to consider being more deliberate in looking at how your involvement here connects you with God and others, to see if your
WHY matches up. There are so many ways to be involved, so many ways we teach, so many ways we learn, but we do it
best when we are focused and deliberate. So if the true “curriculum of Christian Education is found in the life of the
Church,” where are you in it? Where would you like to be? How can I help? We’re all in this together, “A”

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

HALLOWEEN FESTIVAL
Sunday, October 30
6:00 - 7:00 p.m. in LL049
Calling All Children, Parents, Grandparents!
Wear your costume and come out for:
Games, Candy, Crafts, Spooky Punch,
Apple Bobbing, Cookie Decorating,
and a Costume Parade!

CHRISTIAN OUTREACH

PRESBYTERIAN MEN

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

Presbyterian Women Fall Luncheon
Wednesday, October 26
12pm in Stevenson Hall
$8 per person
ALL women (and men!) of the church are invited to join us for a delicious catered lunch, fellowship
with other church members (and guests), and our speaker for the afternoon.
Our Fall Luncheon speaker will be a member of the WPC Refugee Resettlement Committee.
We will learn what we can do as a congregation, or as an individual,
to support Syrian refugee resettlement in the United States.
Please sign up in the Church Welcome Center during the week or
visit the Welcome Cart on Sunday in Stevenson Hall during the Coffee Fellowship Hour.
Payment of $8 per person is due when you sign-up.

OCTOBER 2016

Save the Date!
Monday October 24
5:30 – 8:00 pm in Stevenson Hall

Serv-Safe Kitchen Training
For All WPC Groups Who Use Our Kitchen!
Renny Parziale, Master Chef, will conduct this
training which is essential for all of us to attend.
If you help at special receptions and functions, coffee hours,
men’s events, outreach efforts, children’s, teen, college and
adult programing it is important that you receive this training.
Serv-Safe Training will cover the basics of food handling and
cleanliness procedures that should be involved in all our
programs that serve our WPC members, visitors and
our food outreach efforts to the community

Training Books and Sandwiches & Drinks will be provided.

Sign up in the Church Welcome Center during the week
and on Sunday visit the Welcome Cart during
Coffee Fellowship Hour in Stevenson Hall
For More Information contact members of the
WPC Kitchen Committee:
Karen Annoni tannoni@cox.net 565-7272 or
Pat Murray rmurray41@cox.net 229-4309

Nonprofit Organization
U.S. Postage
PAID
Williamsburg, VA
Permit Number 8

MOPS has Resumed at WPC
Our morning and evening MOPS (Mothers of
Preschoolers) groups kicked off in mid-September, with
Icebreakers, food and fun!!
MOPS is an international
program for moms with kids ages birth through
kindergarten. This is a wonderful time for moms to come
together and support each other as they carry on their
important role of motherhood. If you are a mom of
young children, it is NOT too late to join us! Our MOPS
theme for the year, “We are the Starry Eyed,” will give us an opportunity to embrace
Wonder, Hope and Kindness. Our October meetings will be held on Wednesday,
October 19, from 5:30 to 7:30pm. Our morning meeting will be Thursday, October
20, from 9:30 to 11:30am. Both groups meet in Stevenson Hall. Childcare is ALWAYS
provided! Dinner/brunch is provided, for both moms and kids! For more information,
or to RSVP, please contact Jodie Davis, MOPS Coordinator (jdavis@mywpc.org).

