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We gather in the
name of Jesus Christ
to worship God and
by the power of the
Holy Spirit do God’s
work in the world.

we learn

•

we serve
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CHRISTMAS EVE
WORSHIP SERVICES

Join us Christmas Eve as we celebrate the birth
of Jesus, the Word of God that has come
among us, the Light that shines in the darkness.
Three worship services will be held on Christmas Eve
beginning with our Family Christmas Pageant Service at
11:00am.
Williamsburg
Presbyterian Church

215 Richmond Road
Williamsburg, VA 23185
(757) 229-4235
www.mywpc.org

Candlelight Services at 8:00 and 11:00pm.
The Lord’s Supper will celebrated at the 11:00pm
service.
Please join us for a recital by Norman Elton, our
organist, which will take place before the Christmas Eve
services beginning at 7:40pm and 10:40pm.

UPCOMING WORSHIP
THE KIRK COURIER
is published monthly by
Williamsburg Presbyterian
Church
215 Richmond Road
Williamsburg, VA 23185
Church Office Hours

Monday - Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Tel: (757) 229-4235
Fax: (757) 253-7737
www.mywpc.org
secretary@mywpc.org • wpcnews@mywpc.org

Pastoral Staff
John E. Morgan
Pastor/Head of Staff
jmorgan@mywpc.org
Harold McKeithen, Jr.
Covenant Pastor for Congregation Care
hmckeithen@mywpc.org
Rachel Hébert
Associate Pastor for Community Care
rhebert@mywpc.org

Program Staff

Adrian Williams
Director of Education Ministries
awilliams@mywpc.org
Jodie Davis
Director of Childcare, MOPS and VBS
jdavis@mywpc.org

Music Staff
Christopher Bechtler
Director of Music Ministries
cbechtler@gmail.com
Norman Elton
Organist
Assistant Director of Music
wnelto@wm.edu
Rebecca Elton
Carol Choir Director
rebecca.n.elton@gmail.com
Robin Restrepo
Director of Handbells
restrepofam@hotmail.com

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES AT 9:30 & 11:00AM
9:30am service is live-streamed on the WPC website.
11:00am service is broadcast on FM 97.7 and AM 740.
You may also listen on-line at www.wmbgradio.com.
The weekly worship bulletin is available at www.mywpc.org.
Church School begins at 9:30am for children, youth and adults.
December 16

3rd Sunday of Advent
Preparing the Way: Bringing Peace
Philippians 4:4-7

The Advent of Peace

December 23

4th Sunday of Advent
Preparing the Way: Embracing Love
Luke 3:1-6

Magnify

December 24

Christmas Eve Worship Services:
Christmas Pageant (11:00am)
Luke 2 (8:00pm and 11:00pm)
First Sunday after Christmas Day
Luke 2:41-52

December 31

And A Little Child Will Lead Them

January 6

Epiphany of the Lord
Matthew 2:1-12

Where is the King?

January 13

Baptism of the Lord
Acts 8:14-17

Laying on of Hands

January 20

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
John 2:1-11

Save the Good Wine

Administrative Staff

Lynne Bundick
Director of Administration Ministries
lbundick@mywpc.org
Vanessa Gamble
Church Secretary
vgamble@mywpc.org
Martha Reier
Administrative Assistant
mreier@mywpc.org

Facility Staff

The next issue of the Kirk Courier Newsletter
will be the January Kirk Courier.
The deadline is Friday, December 21. Submit your articles to
vgamble@mywpc.org with KIRK COURIER in the subject line.
Please keep in mind you welcome to submit your articles and
announcements early. You do not have to wait until the deadline!

Ed Brock
Facility Manager
ebrock@mywpc.org
Dennis Joyal
Sexton

Audio Technician
John Schoenberger

Williamsburg Presbyterian Church
WPC PYF
Be sure to visit and/or "Like" our Facebook pages
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OUR PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE
Here we are in Advent again and it feels like we are rushing toward Christmas at
an unusually rapid pace. It is clearly visible that people’s calendars are overstuffed
with parties and events (including church). There is shopping to do and
decorations to hang and preparations for trips to family. I can see the stress on
people’s faces and sense the anxiety that the holidays bring. The pastoral part of
me wants to say to all of you; STOP, TAKE A DEEP BREATH, AND LET IT
GO.
Remember that Christmas is not about presents, it’s about presence! At Christmas
we remember that God gave us the gift of God’s presence in the birth of Jesus.
Imagine that the Almighty entrusted human parents to bring into the world God in the flesh. This tiny child is a
sign that God trusts us with the holy work of being human, of caring for family, of loving one another. At
Christmas time, let’s take the time to stop and recognize Christ’s presence in our lives. Each and every day the
Lord is with us even when we are too harried to stop and notice. Let’s celebrate the presence of God with us,
Emmanuel, and know that Christ’s presence will bless each day.
This time of year, I always remind you of the four foundations of the Advent Conspiracy
(www.adventconspiracy.org): Worship Fully, Spend Less, Give More and Love All. This is how we can make
Christmas more about God’s presence and less about the presents.
May the Prince of Peace rule in your hearts this holy season, John

Plan Now to Attend the 2019 Women’s Retreat
#UsTogether: The annual WPC Women’s Retreat is coming up on Jan 25 and 26,
2019 at the Williamsburg Christian Retreat Center in Toano.
This year, facilitated by our recent seminary intern and WPC member, Pam Hrncir,
we will be exploring how our personal stories interweave with the never-ending
Biblical story. Friday night will be a casual potluck dinner and fellowship
beginning at 6 p.m. Those who wish to may spend the night (please be sure to
bring something for breakfast). Saturday morning we will begin with at 9 a.m. and
will conclude at 4 p.m. The retreat is a wonderful opportunity to get to know the
amazing women at WPC so please join us!
The cost $50 and we request you bring a dish to share for either Friday night dinner (if attending) or Saturday
lunch.
Those who wish to carpool on Saturday should meet at the church parking lot at 7:45 a.m.
Sign ups are in the Welcome Center.
Questions? Please call or email Betsy McCarter (564-7966, tmccarter1@cox.net) or Faith Shartzer (220-0339,
faithshartzer@gmail.com).

Williamsburg Secret: Nativity of Mercy on display at Binns Department Store, Wmsbg
This Nativity of Mercy is unique. There is simply no other work of art, no other representation of Jesus’ birth with
the same characteristics. It is possible to admire the figurines inspired by “The Seven Works of Mercy” painted
by Caravaggio. To read more about the Nativity of Mercy, visit nativityofmercy.com.
Binns is located in WindsorMeade Marketplace on Monticello Avenue off Route 199 near New Town. Store
hours are Monday-Friday 10am-6pm; Saturday 9:30am-6pm; Sunday 12pm-5pm. Submitted by Ruth Cobb
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CHRISTIAN OUTREACH IN ACTION
Christmas Joy Offering Christmas 2018
As Christmas approaches and we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus, our thoughts turn to gifts. What should I
get for my family members? Will my selection bring a smile of joy? Is the gift I selected one that will be
appreciated or relegated to a closet shelf?
We can never match God’s perfect gift in Jesus Christ. Through
the Christmas Joy Offering, we reflect the love of our generous
God.
Our gifts will bring much needed help and
encouragement to church leaders retired, present, and future.
These men and women have pointed us to God. Life has
unexpected and challenging circumstances. Retired church
leaders and their families in times of critical financial need can
receive help from the Assistance Program of the Board of
Pensions. These funds may be used for a family emergency, a
health care crisis or even assist pastors affected by natural
disasters such as devastating hurricanes. Fifty percent of
Christmas Joy offerings provides the aid needed by our
church workers and their families.

Wilmington, North Carolina, was one of the largest
cities hit hard by Florence. The Rev. Dr. Doug Cushing,
pastor of The Bridge Presbyterian Church in nearby
Leland said that his church is deeply involved in mission
in the community, and is even more so post-Florence.

The other half
of your gift to the Joy Offering supports future leaders who
attend Presbyterian-related schools and colleges.

Many of these students look forward to the day they return to
their communities as pastors. Some have gained the knowledge to
help meet their particular community’s needs, such as developing a
supply of clean water. Others may serve as counselors, teachers,
or nurses. May God bless your generous giving to Christ’s church
through the Christmas Joy Offering.

Guatemala Mission Team Now Forming
We are beginning to plan for the 2019 trip to Guatemala on June 6-13. We’d love to have more members join this
mission trip to the mountain town of Chajul. It is one of our covenant churches and they are eager to show you
their hospitality and accomplishments. Please prayerfully consider joining this mission team! Questions? Call
Nancy Archibald (757-565-0712 or 757-869-7057).

Hotel Meal Ministry
Once a month WPC prepares around 55 meals for families living at two motels on Route 60. Up to this point this
has been accomplished by one team of volunteers. We would like to establish a second team of volunteers so that
the commitment can be shared on an every other month basis. The team must be no less than 3 with 5 being the
maximum. The team meets on the first Friday of each month and the entire process from cooking to delivery is
approximately 3 hours. Please prayerfully consider volunteering for this very worthy and much needed assistance.
Contact Nancy Harwood (nancyva@cox.net or 757-345-6452).
4

Community Agencies Supported by WPC Outreach
Blooms That Brighten Executive Director Mary Ellen McGuire
accepts a donation check from Richard Eichhorn on behalf of the
Williamsburg Presbyterian Church Endowment Fund. Looking
on are Church members and “Blooms that Brighten” volunteers
Ruth Cobb (left) and Pam Maloof. “Blooms That Brighten”
volunteer teams conduct weekly flower therapy workshops for
residents
of
Williamsburg area
senior
care
communities with
fresh flowers donated from local sources. Once assembled into vases,
volunteers deliver the flowers to residents in area senior care
communities.
For more information, go to the website at:
www.bloomsthatbrighten.org.
Pictured left is Jim Winthrop presenting a check to Brandi Weiler at
Housing Partnerships. Housing Partnerships works to repair and
replace substandard housing in Williamsburg, James City County and
York County with the goal of providing safe, warm and dry homes.

Safety and Security Task Force Update
Communities across the USA continue to face acts threatening our way of life. Williamsburg has thus far been
spared, but we must not be complacent. Last spring, Session created a Safety and Security Task Force to “focus on
the safety and security of WPC staff, members, visitors and guests to mitigate or prevent harm resulting from
deliberate human acts.” Unquote. Elder Ford Moseley was tasked to head the effort and over the summer and fall
the task force has worked through several iterations to meet the challenge. It has met with the WPC staff, each
ministry and many congregants to understand concerns and needs. That dialogue continues.
Regarding safety, revisions were made to ushering protocols and communications for weekend services and special
events, being especially mindful of daytime staff safety, nursery, UKIRK and youth activities. CPR and first aid
training was complete for many volunteers across the congregation and staff; revised evacuation paths for
ambulatory and non-ambulatory people are being posted; and the functionality of each of our rooms was updated
and coordinated with Williamsburg police and EMT. The task force is developing a medical care giver plan to
enable prompt response during services and special events.
Perhaps most visible to you will be our attention to monitoring those who enter our facility. While the task force
remains mindful of WPC being a welcoming church, we must pay close attention to who enters, day and night, and
charge everyone with the responsibility of being a contributor to the common safety and security of all . A video
system is being designed for primary church entrances to facilitate open but guarded entry. Staff, committees,
circles, UKIRK, ALANON, Scouts, youth and prayer groups and vendors are representative of those using WPC
from early morning through late evening. We are assessing solutions to ease routine church member access as well
as assessing how to visually monitor others seeking entry. It is a significant challenge and we are discussing
contracts with several safety and security firms for solutions.
Our team has met with other downtown churches to share ideas and planning. We readily accept any suggestions
you might care to offer our team as we proceed. Thanks for your time and suggestions. ~Ford Moseley
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WPC NEWS
As we near the end of the year, we are reprinting this article from the November Kirk Courier:


The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 had wide implications for charitable giving. As you plan for your 2018 year
-end giving and beyond, we hope you will find the following tax-wise giving information useful. As always, we
encourage you to contact your financial advisor and tax advisor for more details about your personal situation.

Postmarks Matter!
If you are sending a gift by check to be recognized in 2018 be sure that the check AND the postmark on the
envelope are both dated on or before December 31, 2018.
 Appreciated Securities
Gifting appreciated securities remains one of the most effective vehicles for charitable giving. Receiving the fair
market value of the stock and avoiding capital gains taxes is just another way for you to save despite the cap on
state and local taxes. Williamsburg Presbyterian Church maintains a brokerage account to accept your gift of
appreciated securities. Please contact or Lynne Bundick for gifting instructions. December 15 is the deadline for
receiving your instructions.
 Charitable Giving and IRAs
If you are 70½ or older, you may gift all or a portion of your Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) directly
from your Individual Retirement Account to a church or nonprofit organization up to $100,000, thus limiting
your amount of taxable income. This giving process is called a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD), counts
toward your RMD, and is not considered taxable income.
 Bundling your Charitable Giving
Many individuals are considering the benefit of grouping several years of giving into one year by contributing
larger than usual amounts to their church or nonprofit organization. Doing so may allow you to itemize in this
year, while taking the standard deduction in subsequent years. In short, you are front-loading your charitable
giving to take advantage of the charitable deduction with a multi-year gift. WPC will acknowledge your gift in the
year received, and credit your future annual pledges as you direct.


You are invited to

“Warm Up Williamsburg”
A soup tasting and bake shop event to benefit
The Community of Faith Mission
This is the local winter emergency
homeless shelter program.

Friday, January 25th
5:15-8:00pm
Williamsburg Community Chapel
Includes, bread, dessert, and live music
provided by local band “Elderberry Jam”
Reservations to attend or to reserve your
“To Go” order: COFM.info or call 757-903-7031.
Call for questions or to volunteer 757-903-7031
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WPC NEWS
The Pipes Are Coming!
After a successful fundraising campaign, WPC signed a contract with Buzard Pipe Organ Builders to complete our
magnificent pipe organ. As you may know, our organ’s original design was left incomplete during the initial
construction of our sanctuary. Five sets of pipes were intentionally left out, although the instrument was built to
accommodate their eventual installation.
The contract was signed in March, and Buzard immediately placed the necessary orders with his suppliers. His is a
relatively small firm of about seventeen people, with a wide range of background. The pipes are actually built to his
design by a specialty pipe-maker in Germany.
To be sure, it’s been a long wait. While we’ve been eagerly
awaiting signs of progress, Buzard’s craftspeople have been
busily scurrying to finish a major new instrument in
Arkansas. Imagine their excitement, worshipping with a
brand new organ on Christmas Eve! Meanwhile, his
European suppliers have built our pipes, which are now on
site in Buzard’s Illinois workshop. The picture shows the
first box being unpacked!
Organ pipes rest on a wooden shelf, known as a “toe
board” (the bottom of the pipe is known as its “toe”).
These boards have been removed and taken back to the
shop to be drilled and mated to the new pipes. Racks are
being built to support their weight and prevent the larger
pipes from tipping.
Their contract with us estimates the project’s completion in
April 2019. I’m still hopeful that they will be here earlier, but much like the construction of our beautiful sanctuary,
good things are worth waiting for. It’s worth noting that, during the installation, we will work with their crew to
minimize any impact to worship services, including memorial services and weddings. While the sanctuary will be
buzzing with excitement, we do not anticipate any noticeable impact to the worship life of the church.
I am particularly excited, not only about the addition of our missing pipes, but for some of the ancillary work to be
completed. Buzard’s crew will give the organ a thorough cleaning, even more so than was possible during the
instrument’s initial installation alongside the sanctuary construction. There are a few pipes, particularly the
trumpets, that need some maintenance. A mechanism that gives the organ a soft undulating sound (a “vibrato”)
now makes such a noisy racket that it is basically unusable. The entire mechanism will be replaced with a newer,
more reliable, design. If you’d like a demonstration of any of these issues, feel free to ask after worship. And a set
of chimes, tuned bells akin to those found in a grandfather clock, will be installed. These bells will be used on
special services.
Your generosity has allowed us to fully fund the organ completion project, ensuring that our worship life will be
supported with beautiful music for years to come. Thanks again to those who have contributed to this project
through your financial support and your words of encouragement. I hope you’re as excited as I am to explore the
possibilities of our soon-to-be-completed pipe organ! ~Norman Elton
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Presbyterian Men's Fellowship Breakfast Program
On Saturday, January 5th, our Presbyterian Men’s Fellowship will have as its guest speaker,
Debbie Whybra, Director of the new Adult Day Center at Williamsburg Landing. As a
nursing home administrator and a certified educator on dementia, Debbie has held
numerous positions in skilled nursing facilities and life plan communities in Michigan and
Virginia. She is sought throughout the United States as a consultant in the field of senior
adult care. Don’t miss this opportunity to have breakfast with Debbie and learn about the
much needed services that she is providing for the community at Williamsburg Landing.
The meeting begins at 8:00 a.m. in Stevenson Hall with fellowship and breakfast. All men and women of the
Williamsburg community and guests are welcome. There is a time for fellowship, a great home cooked meal, and a
hymn sing. Please make your reservations by Wednesday, January 2nd, at the church Welcome Center so that we
can prepare enough home-cooked food for all. A donation of $5.00 will be requested at the breakfast.

New Book Selections for Upcoming Discussions
Our January 28th book is: Killers of the Flower Moon; The Osage Murders and the Birth of the
FBI by David Grann. Judy Austin and myself will share the discussion. Anyone may attend.
On February 25th we will discuss The Birth Order by Dr. Kevin Leman and Joanne Andrews will
lead the discussion.
Contact Joann Dettmann (757-345-5717 or dettjo2x39@gmail.com.)
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