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he vision of our Welcoming Congregation Initiative is for
Williamsburg Presbyterian Church to be: Outwardly Focused, Serving
Others, and Everyone Engaged. Appointed by our Session, the new Task
Force on being a Welcoming Congregation met at the end of June and it
was exciting to feel the energy as we shared ideas and hopes for the vision. WPC
is already a very friendly church, so now we are ready
to expand our focus from those inside the church to
those we would like to reach in our community,
neighborhoods and college.
The most important change is our perspective as a
church; are we inward focused or outward focused?
Do we see the church as a place to fill my needs or as a place where I can serve
others? Do we have a desire to actively share our faith and our vibrant church with
others or are we passively hoping people will walk in our doors?
In our initial meeting, we talked about the wonderful strengths of our congregation
and how they could help to sharpen our focus. We thought about potential events or
programs which would capitalize on these strengths and reach our community and
neighborhood. A great example of an outward focused welcoming activity is the
Coffee Tent, which is set up every Tuesday in the Summer on the front lawn.
Inviting signs line the sidewalk offering free coffee and conversation. Members and
non-members have stopped by and enjoyed some wonderful fellowship. The task
force approved the budget request for the coffee tent because it fits our vision so
well. Consider not just stopping by some Tuesday, but think about someone you
might invite to join you.
The Welcoming Congregation Task Force has been given a $25,000 budget by
Session because this initiative is a priority for our church. One of the Task Force’s
work is to vet budget requests for the funding. We approved a proposal from
Communications Ministry for eye-catching signs which will welcome visitor from the
parking lot – a side of the church that has little identification. If your group or
committee or ministry has a welcoming project or event that you would like to
request funds please bring it to the Task Force. Our criteria matches our vision: Is it
outwardly focused? Does is serve others? Does it engage members? Also, it needs
to be a new project that is not currently budgeted in a committee.
We have a great team and if you have questions or ideas they would love to hear
from you. Please talk to any of us about Welcoming. As I have said before,
welcoming is the responsibility of everyone not just a few.
Welcoming Congregation Task Force:
Sam Bowlin – Chair and Session representative
Tom Moul, Jim Austin, Duncan McIver, Terry and Patty Hancock,
Deborah Bussert, Beth Stabler and John Morgan

UPCOMING WORSHIP

July 23

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Matthew 13:24-30,36-43

Seeds and Weeds
July 30

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

The Kingdom is Like…
Aug. 6

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
The Lord’s Supper will be served at both services.
Matthew 14:13-21

All Were Filled
Aug. 13

19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Matthew 14:22-33

Battered by the Waves
Aug. 20

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Isaiah 56:1,6-8

House of Prayer for all People
Aug. 27

21th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Romans 12:1-8

Be Transformed

Important News About the Kirk Courier Monthly Newsletter Deadlines
The deadline for the September Kirk Courier will be
Friday, August 18. This issue highlights upcoming
classes, programs, activities and events your
ministries are planning for the upcoming church year
from Rally Day, September 10 through the end of
June.
Please keep in mind you are always welcome to
submit your articles and announcements early. You do not have to wait
until the deadline!

CHRISTIAN OUTREACH
WPC Housing Partnership Event
On Saturday, June 17, WPC members, Jim
Kirkpatrick, Ralph and Happy Simmons,
Nancy Harwood, Dave Lenderking, and
Jim and Dougie Winthrop, mowed,
trimmed, pruned, weeded three yards in the
Wales subdivision of Williamsburg in
support the Williamsburg Housing
Partnership. The residents were delighted
to see their yards what we'll call semiprofessionally groomed. Their gratitude
capped off what was an enjoyable, albeit hot
and humid, morning of WPC teamwork.
Housing Partnership is a local non-profit
that provides housing repair services to lowincome, sick, or disabled residents in the
Historic Triangle. The event was sponsored
by the “Hunger and Homeless” team of
WPC's Christian Outreach Ministry. The
next “Hunger and Homeless “opportunity
for WPC members to roll up their sleeves in
Service will be the October 19-21 Habitat
for Humanity work project on the Eastern Shore of Virginia. Keep your eye out for more information on that
popular outreach project.

Pictured is WPC member, Jim Winthrop,
presenting WPC's 2017 benevolence check to
Ray Scharfenberger, Vice President of FISH.

Back to School Project
The Salvation Army’s annual Back to School Project gets underway in July. Once again,
WPC's Christian Outreach Ministry is asking for your support of this project. Each year,
the Salvation Army Women’s Auxiliary provides school supplies, clothes, and backpacks
to children in needy or homeless families. We are hoping that you will help us share
God’s grace with a child to make his or her first day at school a positive and affirming one.
Beginning Sunday, July 23rd through Sunday, August 6th there will be a station located in Stevenson Hall
where you can select a school bus tag indicating a student's clothing sizes and school information. You
may donate a new outfit of clothing and shoes or make a donation to the Salvation Army Women’s Auxiliary
(SAWA), which will be used to make additional purchases. All donations are greatly appreciated! You will change
a life. Please return your donations to the church by Sunday, August 13th, and please remember to attach
the child’s tag to the bag of items. For more information, call Sarah Avellar (757-565-2129). Thank you for
helping children in our community get the school year off to a good start.

Looking for a Good Summer Read?
Fourteen-year-old March Wong knows everything there is to know about trees. The young autistic boy cannot
resist the captivating pull of the Pacific Northwest’s lush forests just outside his back door. One day, March is
devastated to learn that the Eagle Tree, a huge Ponderosa Pine near his home, is slated to be cut down by
developers. Now, he will do anything in his power to save this beloved tree, including enlisting unlikely support
from relatives, classmates, and even his bitter neighbor. Intertwining themes of humanity and ecology, The Eagle
Tree eloquently explores what it means to be part of a family, a society, and the natural world that surrounds and
connects us.
Join us for a Book Discussion of The Eagle Tree, by Ned Hayes on Tuesday, September 12th at 6:30pm at the
Elton’s home. Dessert and drinks will be served. Contact Rebecca
Elton for more details (rebecca.n.elton@gmail.com). This event is hosted by the WPC Earth Care Committee.

New WPC Church Directory Coming Soon!
Williamsburg Presbyterian Church is updating our membership
photo directory this year, and we would like your entire family to
be a part of it. We have arranged for several photo session dates
and we hope all our members will take part of this opportunity to
create a church directory that includes our entire membership!
The following dates are available for you to schedule a
session in September 19-22 and September 26-30.
Appointments times are between 2:00 – 8:40pm each day. Choose a time offered during the
afternoon or evening best convenient for you and your family. The photographs will be taken in Room
220 located on the second floor of the church. Sign-up today on-line for your session with a
professional photographer. We ask that you allow one hour during which time you will check in, be
photographed and select your portraits. You will also receive a copy of the price sheet at sign-up to give
you plenty of time to become acquainted with the Lifetouch Pricing Program and not feel under pressure
when you come.
Go to https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/9r9skxtg/ to schedule your photo session
online. It’s quick and easy. You make also sign-up in person on Sundays beginning July 30, 2017.
For folks that schedule online, please make sure you come by the sign-up table at church on a Sunday to
pick up promotional offers, portrait guide and photography price list. When you are asked for a login and
password, please feel free to create each. The purpose is to allow you at a later time to make a change to
your appointment if necessary.
Questions ? Concerns? Contact Doris Gilfillan at 757-345-5382 or Tommy Michaels 757-345-5844.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Children, volunteers, Clergy from Williamsburg Presbyterian , Williamsburg Baptist and St. Bede,
pictured here at the beginning of the closing program for family and friends.

And, just like that, Hero Central: Discover Your Strength in God VBS 2017 has come and gone!
We created many, many new superheroes during the week of June 26 for 198 children and WELL over 100
volunteers, who enjoyed enthusiastic Bible stories, sang fantastic and uplifting songs, created amazing crafts, got
their wiggles out with fun and exciting games, learned important science lessons, created delicious snacks, and
much more!
Our wonderful children found that God’s Heroes have Heart, God’s Heroes have Courage, God’s Heroes
have Wisdom, God’s Heroes have Hope, and God’s Heroes have POWER! About 50 wonderful WPC adult
and youth volunteers, including many active and formerly active Deacons and Elders, and five recently confirmed
teens, gave an hour, a day, and most the entire week to serving the youngest members of our congregation, our
neighbors from Williamsburg Baptist Church, and our covenant congregation from St. Bede. Our VBS mission
project for the week, Erase the Need, was the recipient of hundreds of items donated by our VBS kids and their
families!
The Christian Education committee would like to thank ALL of the volunteers who were involved in the
successful VBS adventure that started as we began the week with Samuel anointing David (1 Samuel 16: 1-12) on
Monday, and grew bigger and bigger each day, as the kids took the love of Jesus out of the church, to join with
their neighborhoods and communities. The Christian Education Committee hopes you will consider volunteering
your time next year. Planning will begin in January! Check your bulletin, the Kirk, the electronic message boards,
and the WPC Facebook page for updates! And mark your calendar now for next year! VBS 2018 will tentatively
take place during the week of June 25-29! Hope to see you there! And don’t forget your life vest! There may be a
Rolling River Rampage ahead!

CALLING ALL MOMS!
MOPS RETURNS IN THE FALL!

We have all heard …
… testimonials regarding gifts to our public radio stations. Things
like, “Ms. Jane Doe died in 2009 but her legacy continues. Through
her generous gift to our station, we are able to bring you ….” Have
you considered your legacy? Could you imagine the possible ways
that your legacy could benefit our Christian work? Consider a gift or
bequest to the WPC Endowment and let your legacy live for the
future!

JULY AND AUGUST 2017

Sunday, September 24th!

SAVE
THE
DATE!

Do you like picnics
but not the heat, humidity, and the bugs?
Then, come to the Indoor Church Picnic on
Sunday, September 24th, starting at 4:30pm.
More will follow in the
September Fall Kirk Courier
and upcoming announcements and e-Newsletter.

