UPCOMING WORSHIP

June 4

Day of Pentecost
Confirmation
Communion Sunday
I Corinthians 12:3b-13

Many Members
June 11

Trinity Sunday
Matthew 28:16-20

Nations of Disciples
June 18

11th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Genesis 18:1-15, 21:1-7

Oh, Yes, You Did Laugh
June 25

12th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Genesis 21:8-21

Call Me Ishmael
July 2

13th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Communion Sunday
Pastor Harold is delivering the sermon.

July 9

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Pastor Rachel is delivering the sermon.

July 16

145th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Pastor Rachel is delivering the sermon.

Important News About the Kirk Courier Monthly Newsletter Deadlines
The next issue of the Kirk Courier Newsletter will be
the July/August issue which will be distributed
around Thursday, July 20. The deadline for this
issue will be June 30.
The deadline for the September Kirk Courier will be
Friday, August 18. This issue highlights upcoming
classes, programs, activities and events your
ministries are planning for the upcoming church year from Rally Day,
September 10 through the end of June.
Please keep in mind you are always welcome to submit your articles and
announcements early. You do not have to wait until the deadline!

OUR PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE

O

n June 4 we celebrated Pentecost!
It’s not a holiday in our culture like
Christmas and Easter, yet it is very
important to us. Jesus made it clear that the
future of the faith depended on his going to
the Father and sending the Holy Spirit, the
Advocate, the Comforter.
Our Brief
Statement of Faith helps us affirm the
presence, inspiration and calling of the Spirit:
We trust in God the Holy Spirit,
everywhere the giver and renewer of life.
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith,
sets us free to accept ourselves and to
love God and neighbor,
and binds us together with all believers
in the one body of Christ, the Church.
The same Spirit
who inspired the prophets and apostles
rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture,
engages us through the Word proclaimed,
claims us in the waters of baptism,
feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation,
and calls women and men to all ministries of the church.
In a broken and fearful world
the Spirit gives us courage
to pray without ceasing,
to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior,
to unmask idolatries in Church and culture,
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced,
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. (lines 52-71)
At Pentecost, we give thanks for the presence of the Holy Spirit, everywhere. Everywhere – in our
homes, in church, in the world, - the Spirit is the giver and renewer of life. Every day we receive
inspiration from the Spirit. Whenever we pick up the Word of God to read it, or when we remember
our baptism and the grace we received in the water, or when we break our daily bread and are fed by
the Body of Christ. It is by the Spirit that we hear God’s call and are empowered to do God’s work
in the world. The Spirit gives us courage to live holy and joyful lives in a broken and fearful world.
The Spirit gives us hope for a new heaven and new earth.
In the same way that we live the resurrection of Jesus Christ every day and not just on Easter, let our
celebration of Pentecost inspire us to live every day in the Spirit. . ~Peace, John

A WORD FROM PASTOR RACHEL

“Returning to Guatemala”
I can hardly believe that we will be leaving for Guatemala in just a few weeks! The 2017 Team consists of 4 adult
leaders, and 9 students, and everyone has an array of roles and responsibilities. If you haven’t checked out the new
WPC website and explored the Blog section, stop reading right now (or at least at the end of this article!) and head
over there! Team members have been writing blog entries from “why I want to go back,” to book reviews, to
cultural insights. That is by far the best way to get to know these students, to know the people who you, the
congregation of WPC, are sending down as your ambassadors.
We have been meeting as a team since February, and one of my favorite team meetings was when we all had to a)
describe each other, and b) assign specific leadership roles for each person. My prayer is that as you read, you’re
able to get a snapshot of each person’s gifts and talents, as well as how each person will be a leader during our trip
to Guatemala from June 21st – 28th.
Cameron DeLaGarza (Youth), who our team identified as being personable, spiritual, friendly, caring, and driven,
will be our Photographer, who takes pictures on behalf of the church and team throughout our journey and time in
Guatemala.
Kayleigh Harris (Youth), who our team identified as being perceptive, brilliant, faithful, well-spoken, and
dedicated, will be our Spirituality Coordinator throughout the trip who will keep track of who is leading the
devotionals for each day.

Syndey Harris (Youth), who our team identified as being joyful, caring, patient, motherly, and unselfish will be
our Team Mom who will be responsible for snacks throughout the days, as well as just being a mothering/sisterly
presence to all team members throughout the trip.
Rachel Hébert (Adult), who our team identified as motherly, passionate, imaginative, thoughtful, and personable,
will be the Tour/Culture Guide throughout the trip, providing fun facts, art to consider, and other historical
information for the team.
Lauren Hoak (Adult), who our team identified as kind, discerning, strong, musical, and generous, will be our
Health Tracker who keeps an eye on the physical and mental health of the team to make sure everyone receives the
care they need.
Karli Mainor (Youth), who our team identified as confident, true to self, friendly, creative, and happy, will be our
Encourager, who will find ways each day to let team members know that they are valued.
Betsy McCarter (Adult), who our team identified as friendly, caring, hilarious, honest, and dependable, will be our
Activity Coordinator, who will make sure that we have whatever we need for activities while we’re in Guatemala,
from crafts, to music, to games.
Caroline Parzialle (Youth), who our team identified as well-spoken, thoughtful, logical, mature, and authentic,
will serve as our Director of Gratitude who will oversee the various “Thank You” gifts we will give to our brothers
and sisters in Guatemala, as well as do other things to make sure those who we meet feel appreciated.
Caroline Slack (Youth), who our team identified as authentic, accepting, gentle, dependable, and creative will be
our Debriefing Facilitator, who will keep notes throughout the day of things to be discussed during our debriefing
time in the evenings.
Emily Slack (Youth), who our team identified as positive, caring, faithful, perceptive, and eager, will be our
Director of Relaxation, who will oversee various “down time” activities and options for the group during free time
and evenings.
Karissa Smith (Youth), who our team identified as mature, reliable, gentle, friendly, and discerning, will be our
Wardrobe Boss who will have emergency clothing when needed, and keep track of materials and time lines for
cleaning clothing when needed.
Tim Volk (Youth), who our team identified as faithful, logical, perceptive, leader, and intelligent, will be our
Statistician, making sure that everyone is with the group, as well as making sure timing, meeting places, bags, and
other pertinent information is conveyed to everyone in the group.
“A” Williams (Adult), who our team identified as accepting, imaginative, joyful, faithful, and leader, will be our
Journal Coordinator, making sure that everyone in the team writes a daily journal entry to track the joys and
memories made in Guatemala.
Perhaps one of the best ways for you to partner with us during our journey to Guatemala, is to sign up for times to
pray for our team during the trip. In the Welcome Center, we will have various times (morning, afternoon, and
evening) when we ask you to spend time praying for our team. You can pray as a Circle, before a meeting, as a
family, as a Sunday church class, and can pray for 5 minutes or pray for 5 hours—however the Spirit leads! We’ll
include a basic summary of what we’ll be doing during that time, so that you know how to be specifically praying
for us.
We might be the faces that our siblings in Chajul and Guatemala City see, but we bear your spirit with us. This is a
partnership that includes our whole congregation, and I pray that you are able to find a moment to learn a little bit
more about our team, and to spend time in prayer as we share in fellowship, service, and worship with our
Guatemalan family.

And I heard the voice of the Lord saying,
“Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.”
Isaiah 6:8

CHRISTIAN OUTREACH

WPC member, Martha Jean Howell and the Saleh Family.

One Great Hour of Sharing Update
I would like to share with you some scenes from the area around the
Kirkuk Presbyterian Church in Iraq.
This will introduce you to the “real people” who will benefit from the
One Great Hour to Sharing offering. The One Great Hour of Sharing
2017 is directing
$127,000 of the
funds raised for the
Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance
Fund in the Middle
East to rebuild homes, churches, and provide funds to open
schools for the children in refugee camps.
These pictures give a
brief glimpse people
who can now hope for a home again built from the rubble of materials
as a result of bombing. The displaced children can hope for the
opportunity to attend school!
Also the offering is used in the Hunger Program. The joyful faces
around a table of food in the temporary quarters of the Kirkuk
Presbyterian Church reflect the joy of being able to feed those who come
to the church for food. Notice the number of single women gathered
before the table whose husbands are serving in the military or have been
killed or wounded.
Thank you, Williamsburg Presbyterian Family, for your generous donations to the One Great Hour of Sharing
special offering of more than $11,224.00. The gifts included in the special offering will help many families in a
shattered part of the world. The giving this year was up 7%.

The Refugee Resettlement Committee also expresses our deep gratitude for the volunteers who contributed time,
Welcome Tree gifts, furniture, food cards, and physical labor to help settle the Saleh family in Williamsburg.

Martha Jean Howell, Christian Outreach Committee, Special Offerings, PCUSA

Community Coffee Tent
Join members of the WPC staff
out by the herb garden on
Richmond Road each Tuesday
10:30-11:30am from Memorial day
until Labor day for coffee (or
other drinks) and conversations.

Successful Mission Trip to West Virginia
Seven people represented WPC last April on a mission trip to West Virginia by working with the West Virginia
Ministry of Advocacy and Workcamps (WVMAW) to help rebuild the house of a lady who has been living in a
(small) trailer since last June's flood.. In addition to putting in flooring, painting, and even redoing the plumbing for a
bathroom, the group learned about the flood and talked with the site manager who himself was a victim. Mark
McCain, from Maine, joined the group as one of the seven and remained there the following week. He wrote, "Your
Rainelle house looks great: missing only a tub drain and hinges on one door when the Hickory and Franklin NC crew
left Friday. I'm very grateful for our week in West Virginia."
Each participant paid $80 for the trip, and WPC donated $1500 to WVMAW.

Those who attended were:

Jim Kirkpatrick, Rachel Hebert, Roy Stewart, Fred Whitley, Bev Whitley, Jerry Howell, and Mark McCain.

The King will reply, Truly I tell you,
whatever you did for one of the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’
Matthew 25:40, NIV

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Summer Children’s Church School Class
Sundays at 9:30am from June 18 – August 27 for youth who have completed Grades K – 4th.
Join us as we look at God as found in the natural world and examine what we can learn about
God and ourselves. This class is built on a broadly aged curriculum so all elementary aged
children can participate. We hope you will join us this summer as we continue to grow with
God. If you have questions or for more information, please contact “A” Williams (awilliams@mywpc.org).

Alpha Class Summer Study
The idea of "call" is central to our relation to God and to our lives in his kingdom. The Lord calls people to do his
work of many diverse kinds. Likewise, congregations call pastors, and leaders and committees call for volunteers.
This summer the Alpha Adult Sunday Bible study will be focused on a unit titled "God's Urgent Call." Using texts
from both the Hebrew and Christian Testaments, we will examine the ways that God has called his followers to do
his work in the world. The discussion is never simply about a story from centuries ago, but rather, how we can
follow the examples shown to us in our lives here and now.
In June, our study, "Called to be Strong", focuses on the book of Judges, where we learn of individuals called by God
for specific tasks in times of crisis. The topic for July will be "Calling of Prophets." For five successive Sundays, we
will look at how the Lord called Moses, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Amos.
For August, we will move to the book of Acts to see "Calls in the New Testament." Here we will see the calls of the
first deacons, the call of Philip to specific evangelism, the call of Paul to preach about Jesus, and when Peter was
called to include gentiles in this new Christian religion.
The Alpha Adult Church School Class (no relation to a widespread study called "Alpha" used elsewhere) meets
every Sunday morning at 9:30am in room 011. We use our denomination's "Present Word" curriculum that is based
on the Uniform Series of International Lessons. We have a rotating team of teachers who emphasize discussion
and sharing while looking both at the original context and at current applications of God's Word in our lives. We
invite all to join us, for a Sunday, a month, or forever. In particular, if you ordinarily attend a class that takes a
seasonal break, this is a good opportunity to enjoy a different class. Coffee is available.

VBS is THIS MONTH! We’re ready!
At Hero Central: Discover Your Strength in God, students AND volunteers will discover
an interactive, energizing, Bible-based program that will give them an opportunity to “Power
Up,” in order to feel empowered and equipped to follow God’s call! During Vacation Bible
School at Hero Central: Discover Your Strength in God, students will become Heroes,
and explore how to serve God and God’s mission for their lives.
After a high-energy opening assembly at Hero Central, our VBS Heroes make their way to
Bible Story Headquarters. Interactive Bible lessons reveal Hero Codes, which will reinforce
our Bible verse for the week, (“Do good! Seek peace and go after it!” Psalm 34:14b) which will remain with them in
their faith journey long after VBS ends.
The students will expand on what they’ve discovered by participating in a variety of activities: making their own art
projects at the Craft Headquarters, singing new music at Music Headquarters, exploring science activities at the
Science Headquarters, participating in recreational activities at the Recreation Headquarters, and enjoying tasty
snacks at the Snack Headquarters. Along the way, our VBS Heroes will hear about our mission project and enjoy
meeting new friends!
Let’s go! Join us on Monday, June 26, through Friday, June 30, from 9am to noon, here
at WPC.
To find out more about Hero Central: Discover Your Strength in God, or to volunteer
to help with planning, contact Jodie Davis (jdavis@mywpc.org).

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Presbyterian Women’s Circle Moderators and Coordinating Team for 2017-18 Announced
Presbyterian Women (PW) Circle meetings may have ended for the season, but no worries! We’ll be back in full
swing in September! If you have not yet joined a Circle, PW would like to invite you to talk to any of our
wonderful Circle Moderators (or a member of the PW Coordinating Team) over the summer, and find out if
joining a Circle is right for you! There are currently nine active Circles, and ALL are welcoming new members!
The Circles meet once a month, at various days and times. Some meet at the church, and some meet at member’s
homes. You are encouraged to find the Circle that is right for you!
Our Circle Moderators for the 2017-2018 season will be Jodie Davis (Circle 1), Pat Underwood (Circle 2),
Dorothea Shannon and Margie Ambrose (Circle 3), Dawn Schaible and Ellen Maurer (Circle 4),
Terri Harris and Elizabeth Burkey (Circle 5), Darryl Chambers and Pat Murray (Circle 7), Barbara Smith
(Circle 8), Kit Ober and Nancy Rose (Circle 11), and Linda Pratt and Sally Sissel (Circle 14). If you are
interested in joining a Circle next year, any one of these wonderful Presbyterian Women would be happy to help!!
Our PW Coordinating Team for the upcoming season will be Dorothea Shannon and Jean Scott (CoModerators), Susan Wiedmaier (Vice Moderator), Jodie Davis (Secretary), Agnes St. Laurent (Treasurer), and
Karen Annoni (Historian). Most committee chair positions have been filled, as well; however, as of the writing of
this article, we are still in need of a Program Chair, and a Sunshine Committee Chair. Please contact Jean Scott if
you are interested!

Summer Reading for the Fall WPC Book Group
The WPC Book Group will breaking for the summer, until September and their book for summer reading is
Abundance, by Sena Jeter Naslund. Naslund is also the author of Ahab’s Wife, which they read and discussed as a
group. Abundance tells the story of Marie Antoinette who was 14 years old when she had to marry the 15 year
future King of France, and her troubled life. The group will meet to discuss the book on September 25, at 2:00pm
in the church library, and Barbara Fisher will be the discussion leader.

Men’s Bible and Bacon Breakfast
On Wednesday June 14th and 28th, men of our church will meet at 7:00am in Stevenson Hall for bible study and
breakfast. The study is over at 8:00am to encourage participation by men who report to work later that morning.
This spring the men are studying Paul’s Letter to the Romans using an excellent study guide by N. T. Wright. This is
an excellent opportunity for newer members of our church to get to know longer term members. Join us for
coffee, fellowship, a home cooked bacon and eggs breakfast and lively bible discussion. See the weekly
announcements bulletins for more details.
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Message from the WPC Kitchen Committee
Are you missing a serving dish? There are many serving plates and
containers that have been left in the WPC kitchen from various receptions
and events held over the past few months. If you have left an item we hope
that you will retrieve it – all items are located on top of the ice machine in the
corner. Items left after June 30 will be donated to FISH.

The Apostle Paul writes …
“So I thought it necessary to urge the brothers to go on ahead
to you, and arrange in advance for this bountiful gift that you
have promised, so that it may be ready as a voluntary gift and
not as an extortion.” (2 Corinthians 9: 5) Paul tells us that it is
not enough to intend to be a good steward. You must plan,
and it is by carefully making provisions for and implementing
a plan for giving that you will be able to enjoy the fruits of
Christian stewardship! Have you considered your financial
plan to serve the mission and ministries of WPC? Making a
bequest to our church involves thoughtful discussion with your family and those who have a
relationship to your estate. Now is the time to start those conversations. Resources to guide your
discussion can be found in the WPC Welcome Center.

