2017 Vacation Bible School Begins Next Month at WPC!
Who’s ready? Registration for volunteers and students opened on April 23.
Registration forms are available in the Welcome Center (look for the blue pages!),
and on the church website. The deadline to register is Sunday, June 4. Don’t
delay!
At HERO CENTRAL: DISCOVER YOUR STRENGTH IN GOD, students AND volunteers will
discover an interactive, energizing, Bible-based program that will give everyone an
opportunity to experience God’s amazing love! During Vacation Bible School at
HERO CENTRAL: DISCOVER YOUR STRENGTH IN GOD, students will become Heroes,
and explore how to serve God and God’s mission for their lives.
After a high-energy opening assembly at Hero Central, the Heroes and their Guides
make their way to the Bible Story Headquarters. Interactive Bible lessons reveal
Hero Codes that will help our Heroes realize God’s plan for our lives, and Heroes
will discover Hero Verses (Bible memory verses) that will remain with them in their
faith long after VBS.
The students will expand on what they’ve discovered by participating in a variety of
activities: making their own art projects at the Craft
Headquarters, singing new music at Music
Headquarters, exploring science activities at the
Science Headquarters, participating in recreational
activities at the Recreation Headquarters, and
enjoying tasty snacks at the Snack Headquarters.
Along the way, the Heroes will hear about our mission project and enjoy being
active, and meeting new Hero friends!
Let’s go! Join us on Monday, June 26, through Friday, June 30, from 9am to
noon, here at WPC.
To find out more about HERO CENTRAL: DISCOVER YOUR
STRENGTH IN GOD, or to volunteer to help with planning,
contact Jodie Davis (jdavis@mywpc.org).

UPCOMING WORSHIP

May 7

Fourth Sunday of Easter
Communion Sunday
John 10:1-10

Life Abundantly
May 14

Fifth Sunday of Easter
John 14:1-14

In Jesus’ Name
May 21

Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 17:22-31

Groping for God
May 28

Seventh Sunday of Easter
Acts 1:1-14

So, Now What?

Pastor Rachel is delivering the message.
June 4

Day of Pentecost
Confirmation
Communion Sunday
I Corinthians 12:3b-13

Many Members

The deadline for the June Kirk Courier is Friday, May 19.
Please note the deadline for copy is always the third Friday of the month
prior to publication. Articles submitted after the deadline may not be
published. The editor reserves the right to edit for content and space.
The Kirk Courier is mailed on the second Thursday of each month.
It is e-mailed to subscribers the first week of the month. To subscribe to
receive the weekly and monthly e-newsletters sign-up at www.mywpc.org.

OUR PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE
In my Easter sermon I encouraged us to live the resurrection. I believe we can live
each day with gratitude for the new life we have in the risen living Lord. One of my
guides in this endeavor had been Eugene Peterson in his book Living the Resurrection.
Peterson has wonderful insights into “resurrection wonder,” “resurrection meals,” and
“resurrection friends.” Fresh from my experience of celebrating the resurrection with
all of you, his words on resurrection friends came to mind. He writes, “Going over
this final round of resurrection stories, we get a deepened sense that Jesus’ resurrection
involves us with others. It forms bonds of friendships. It initiates us into the
company of men, women, and children who can no longer understand themselves as
autonomous selves, independent from one another.” (p.102) He reminds us that the
resurrection didn’t give birth to individuals, but a community of believers who
welcomed others into this new experience of God’s love. What made our Easter
celebration so wonderful was the community of believers who gathered in our sanctuary to shout alleluia and sing
praises to the risen Lord. So, to live the resurrection we need to continue to be in relationship with one another.
Our faith is not a solo event, but is a shared experience of growing together. I can’t live the resurrection without all
of you and I give thanks to God for the ways we will live the resurrection together. ~Peace, John

A Plate and A Chalice
In 2004 the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA) met in Richmond, Virginia. As Vice-Moderator of the
Committee on Local Arrangements, Ruling Elder Pat Valentine from Charlottesville, VA was responsible for securing
utensils needed for the celebration of Communion by 6000+ persons at the
opening worship service. She engaged Bruce Robertson, a member of
Williamsburg Presbyterian Church and the head of Shirley Pewter Company of
Williamsburg, to design and produce 350 Communion plates and chalices. He
did that in an enormously generous contract for the church. Clifton Kirkpatrick,
the Stated Clerk of our General Assembly, said that the result was the most
beautiful Communion ware that he had ever seen at a meeting of the General
Assembly. The plates have the following words etched on the back:
“Presbyterian Church, USA. . . 216th General Assembly. . . Richmond, Virginia. . . 2004.” The chalices bear the symbol of
the PC(USA) which includes a Cross, a Bible, a Baptismal Font, a Robe, a Dove and a Flame.
Following the meeting of the Assembly, the sets were quickly purchased by persons around the denomination. One set
was purchased by Pat Valentine's parents, Ralph and Jane Bradway, members of Williamsburg Presbyterian Church.
Some months ago Jane donated that set to our church. Recently, the Worship Ministry of the Session adopted that set for
continual display on the Communion Table in our Sanctuary, with gratitude to Jane for her gift with its reminders of basic
aspects of our Christian faith and of our connection to the larger faith community of which we are a part.
~J. Harold McKeithen, Jr.

A WORD FROM PASTOR RACHEL
“Once Upon A Time…”
When I was a little girl, story time was always a crucial part of the bedtime ritual. Some of my favorite books were
Dr. Seuss’s “Go Dog Go” and “The Foot Book,” and oft quoted ones still to this day of “What Do You Do With A
Kangaroo?” Sometimes, I’d ask my parents to tell me a story, and their stories would always start out, “Once upon a
time there was a little girl named Rachel, who had long brown hair, and big brown eyes.”
I have no idea how else the stories my parents made up went, but I always remember that’s how they started.
The power of stories has been coming up frequently in my life over these past few weeks. During the Wednesday
night of Holy Week, UKirk invited the juniors and seniors in the youth group to join us for an Easter Dinner
(made by the amazing Circle 4—thank you ladies!), and had an evening where they talked about life, college, and
faith. It was incredible to sit and listen to the various stories, from freshmen to seniors, to hear students reflecting
on first-time-roommate-worries, to how they found their communities of
friends, especially UKirk. Some students have friend groups that overlap,
but many of them said, “It’s really wonderful to have this one place where
you can go every week and see people who are just this different group of
people who you don’t see every day, so it’s this safe space for you to be
honest about the other parts of your life with people who care.”
Stories were shared a week later, when we had a talk on mental illness, life,
and college, where stories were told with great vulnerability about the
realities of depression, autism, OCD, and anxiety. Several students talked
later about how yes, it was hard to hear some of the stories, and yes, it
brought up a lot of pain, but overall, people were appreciative of the space
provided in a church to start talking about mental illness.
Stories were shared at the senior high youth retreat, created and led by “A”
Williams, and I had the joy of being along as an adult sponsor who just got
to show up and hang out with some absolutely amazing students. Our first
night, we sat out on the beach and listened to the waves crashing against the
shore, the clear sky sat open above us, stars looking down upon us, and I read a story about “The Orphaned Moment.”
It’s a darling story about how Moment is told to “Go and be lived,” and how Moment tries to find someone to live
Moment, but no one has the time or was paying attention to Moment. It was a reminder that we are called to live
into moments in life, that our calling is to “go and be lived,” instead of being so focused on chasing after other
“big” moments in life.
Listening to the stories of others is perhaps the most meaningful way I’ve found to “go and be lived.” Nothing
forces me to be more present than just sitting and listening to the stories of others. Because everyone wants to be
heard. Everyone wants their stories to be heard. And there is perhaps no greater power than allowing someone the
space to articulate their story, be it for the first time or the thousandth time. Sharing stories never loses its power,
but serves to gain momentum. It’s an act of humility, to say, “Right now, as much as I want my story to be told and
heard, I’d rather sit and listen to your story now, to be part of your story, to give you power and to affirm your
identity as a fellow child of God.” I’ve also found that I pay more attention to God’s work in my life when I hear
of how God works in the lives of others.
Perhaps this is why scripture is so sacred to us, because it is encountering God’s larger story through the stories of
others.
My prayer beloved is that you would ever and always find ways to hear other people’s stories. Get out of your
comfort zone. Go hang out with middle schoolers and high schoolers and listen to their stories. Join a new
committee or team at church, and do it to learn some new stories. If you want to encounter God in a new way, go
and be lived by listening to God’s power through the stories of others.

FROM THE DESK OF “A”, DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION MINISTRIES

You’re Invited!
Wednesday, May 17,
5:30 to 7:30pm

Williamsburg Presbyterian Church
215 Richmond Road
Williamsburg, VA 23185

Call to Me and I will answer
you and tell you great and
unsearchable things you do
not know.
Jeremiah 33:3

We have ONE meeting left in our 2016-2017
MOPS season! If you are the mom of a child
from birth (or before!) through kindergarten,
we’d love to have you join us for our last
meeting of the season.
We will be celebrating this past season, and
looking ahead to the fall.
The 2017-2018 MOPS theme has been released,
and it looks amazing!
Please RSVP to Jodie Davis (jdavis@mywpc.org).
There is childcare for the kids, and
dinner is provided for all.

We know there always will be…
…the poor, the sick and the disenfranchised in our world. We
know our help always will be needed to provide for them. We
also know that we have an obligation to provide for our own
members and our children and to teach God’s word. A gift to
WPC through your will serves as a testament of your faith in
God and the resurrection. It gives you the opportunity to
exemplify what it means to be a good steward, providing for
others as God has provided for you during your lifetime.
What a blessing you can be to future generations by gifting the
WPC Endowment! Information about the WPC Endowment
can be found in the Welcome Center.

VISIT WWW.MYWPC.ORG
"The first computer can be traced back to Adam & Eve.
It was an Apple but with very limited memory.
Only 1 bite. Then everything crashed."

