WILLIAMSBURG
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

CHRiSTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE

DECEMBER 24, 2017
I1:00 P.M.

The story of Christmas
IS a story of Promise.

PravyeErR OF PREPARATION

Living God, on this holy night we gather—to stand with shepherds, amazed at your
glory; to sing with angels, rejoicing in your work; to wait with Joseph, trusting in your
promise; to sit with Mary, cradling your love. May the good news of this night inspire us to
tell the world of our great joy: for to us is born a Savior, the Messiah, the Lord. Glory and

praise to you forever! Amen.

Let the prelude be a time for meditation and preparation.

ORGAN PRELUDE Christmas Intrada
Noel for Flutes
Meditation on Adeste Fidelis
Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day
Pat-a-Pan

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear

*To all who are able, please stand as we offer God thanks and praise.

Bold type facendicates that the congregation participates in word or song.

Conte
Daquin
Demessieux
arr. Biery
arr. Biery
arr. Phillips



PasTorRAL GREETING

LicaTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE WPC Chancel Choir

Reader: no credit is due to you or to me; truly, all of this, this glory and strength, it must
be of God.

All: surely no human could be capable of this, could make such an offering, could

cause all to tremble
Reader: ah, but God, here in holy splendor, dressed in offerings of wool from sheep, lying
in the gifts of the trees,

All: the judge of the world lies in Bethlehem, righteousness and truth crown our
King,
Reader: and the whole world pauses in breathless wonder that love has come to earth
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Light One Cancdle
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Light one can-dle for love, love that the whole world needs. Light one can-dle for
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love, love that the sav-ior will bring; love that the sav-ior will bring.

PRAYER OF ADORATION (Unison)

God with us, we celebrate that you are with us; with us in our weakness, with us in our
struggles, with us in our every breath. May we be people of promise, providing hope,
peace, joy, and love to all, so that your name, the name of Love, can be heard throughout

the world. Amen.

*HymnN 133 O Come, All Ye Faithful ADESTE FIDELES
OLDp TESTAMENT READING: [saiah 9:2-7

*HYyMN 123 It Came Upon the Midnight Clear CaroL

NEew TESTAMENT READING: Luke 2



MESSAGE

*HYMN 147

“Unto Us a Child is Born”

The First Nowell

CHRISTMAS PRAYER

OFFERING

OFFERTORY

The Angel Gabriel to Mary Came

The Angel Gabriel from heaven came,
His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame;
“All hail” said he, “thou lowly maiden Mary,

Most highly favored lady.”
Gloria!

“For known a blessed Mother thou shalt be,
All generations laud and honor thee,
Thy son shall be Immanuel, by seers foretold;
Most highly favored lady.”

Gloria!

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head,
“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said,

“My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name”:

Most highly favored lady.
Gloria!

Of her, Immanuel, the Christ was born
In bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn.

Rev. John E. Morgan

TuEe FirsT NOWELL

arr. Malcolm Archer

And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say,

“Most highly favored lady.”
Gloria!



*DoX0LOGY O Little Town of Bethlehem St. Lous

*PrRAYER OF DEDICATION

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’s SUPPER

We practice open communion. In the Presbyterian tradition, all believers in Jesus Christ
are invited and welcome to participate in Communion. You may partake of the elements,
bread and a common cup of unfermented grape juice, by intinction, whereby you will move
to the front, take a piece of bread, dip it in the cup, eat, and then return to your seat by the
outer aisles. An usher will direct you when to come forward. If you are unable to come
forward, please remain seated and we will serve you in your seat.

InviTaTION TO THE LORD’S SUPPER

PRAYER OF GREAT THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (Unison)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

WoRrpDs oF INSTITUTION

BrREAKING OF THE BREAD



