WILLIAMSBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT
DECEMBER 24, 2017
9:30AM

The story of Advent
is a story of Love.
THOUGHTS FOR PREPARATION
Mighty God, your faithfulness is magnified in the coming of your Son, in the long-awaited
birth of the promised Messiah. May we, like Mary, proclaim your greatness as we rejoice in
our Savior, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The gathering
Preparing to hear the word
PASTORAL GREETING AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH
PRELUDE

Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day

LIGHTING OF THE LOVE CANDLE
Congregation reads words in bold.
Love
Joyful, Exuberant
Adoring, Declaring, Magnifying
Affection, Devotion, Reverence, Praise
Compelling, Glorifying, Honoring
Eternal, Majestic
Love
________________________________________________________________

*To all who are able, please stand as we offer God thanks and praise.

Bold type face indicates that the congregation participates in word or song.

arr. Biery
Dinner for 8

CONGREGATION RESPONSE

Light One Candle

PRAYER OF ADORATION (Unison)
God of promise, we celebrate the love you bring this day; love that encompasses
all, love that connects all, love that is all. May we not limit our love, but instead be
faithful to your love in how we treat ourselves, others, and all of creation. Amen.

*HYMN 140

Once in Royal David’s City

IRBY

*CALL TO CONFESSION
Leader: Let us confess our sins to the One whose mercy endures from generation to
generation.

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)
Faithful God, we know that you are always there to guide us, yet we often make
plans without listening to you and discover that our human agendas can drown out
our ability to hear your will for us. We repent of these faults and turn to you in love.
Forgive our offenses and pardon our sins, that our lives may magnify your holy name
forever. Amen.

A TIME FOR SILENT PRAYER

*KYRIE

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear

CAROL

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Leader: Sisters and brothers, by the faith of Christ, your sins are forgiven. Blessed be the
God of our salvation, whose mercy is everlasting.

*GLORIA

The First Nowell

THE FIRST NOWELL

THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (Unison)
Astonishing God, send your Holy Spirit upon us as we await the coming of your
Son. Fill us with good things that we may conceive your reign on earth and glorify
you according to your Word; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 9:2-7
This is the Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

LUKE 1:47-55 (Unison)
“...and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”

SECOND LESSON: Luke 1:26-38
This is the Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

SERMON

“Kingdom Without End”

John E. Morgan

Responding to the word
*HYMN 129

Lo How A Rose E’er Blooming

ES IST EIN' ROS'

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Unison)
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of
God: preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word
and deed and blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the
brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and
believe the gospel. From A Brief Statement of Faith

PRAYERS OF PETITION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
OFFERING
OFFERTORY

The Angel Gabriel to Mary Came

arr. Malcom Archer

The Angel Gabriel from heaven came,
His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame;
“All hail” said he, “thou lowly maiden Mary,
Most highly favored lady.”
Gloria!
“For known a blessed Mother thou shalt be,
All generations laud and honor thee,
Thy son shall be Immanuel, by seers foretold;
Most highly favored lady.”
Gloria!
Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head,
“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said,
“My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name”:
Most highly favored lady.
Gloria!
Of her, Immanuel, the Christ was born
In Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn.
And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say,
“Most highly favored lady.”
Gloria!

*DOXOLOGY

Angels, from the Realms of Glory

REGENT SQUARE

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Going out to be the church
*INVITATION AND LORD’S DAY GREETING
*HYMN 119

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

MENDELSSOHN

*BENEDICTION
*BENEDICTION

RESPONSE

Go Tell It on the Mountain

GO TELL IT

POSTLUDE

Christmas Intrada
Conte
The service of worship concludes after the postlude. The music can be enjoyed or used as
an opportunity for prayer. You may remain seated; if you wish to depart, please do so
quietly and without disturbing those who choose to stay.
The Candle Lighting Liturgy for the 2017 Advent Season is drawn and inspired by different styles of
poetry. This week’s candle, “Love,” draws from the Diamante style of poetry, and is based on
Psalm 96:1-6. The Diamante style creates a diamond with its effect, and is usually seven lines long. The
first line is a noun, the second 2 adjectives, the third 3 verbs, the fourth 4 nouns, the fifth 3 different verbs,
the sixth 2 different adjectives, and the seventh line is a repetition of the first.
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 WORDS OF WELCOME AND INFORMATION
Welcome to Williamsburg Presbyterian Church! Any Usher (designated with a name tag) will be
glad to answer your questions, help you find your way around, or help you find ways to connect with
the ministries and people in this community of faith. Please feel free to ask an usher for large-print
worship bulletins and hymns, directions to the nursery, restrooms, coatracks or access ramps.
We offer a nursery for infants and toddlers during the worship services. Please see an usher for
assistance. At our 11am worship service, children 3 years old through second grade begin in the main
service, and then go to “Wee Worship,” a worship experience designed especially for children.
Restrooms are located in the Narthex and through the side doors on the left near the front of the
sanctuary. An usher will be happy to direct you.
If you would like invitations to special events and concerts, please sign your name and email
address in the Friendship Folder at the end of each pew. We will be happy to send you information—
and hope to see you again!
For those of you with a T-coil option installed in your hearing aid, our
sanctuary includes two loop systems allowing you to better understand the
spoken word. Although you may find adequate reception in many pew seating
locations on the main floor, the highest signal levels will be between the two lines
shown in the photo (4th-6th rows) and extends from the center aisle to the pew
divider in each row.
The Christian Education Ministry provides worship bags for children to use during the
worship service. You will find them hanging on a rack outside the side door to the sanctuary.
They include worship bulletins with space to color, pipe cleaners for busy and creative hands, and
book marks to help children mark the pages for the hymns and scripture of the day. Take a moment
to enjoy the beautiful display (outside the sanctuary) created from children’s artwork from the worship
bags!
WPC accepts cashless offerings through the following methods:
 Use PayPal send your offering to giving@mywpc.org.
 Text the dollar amount you wish to give to 757-607-4675; be sure to include the dollar sign
before the amount. Within minutes you will receive a response to lead you to the next steps.
 Scan the QR code below to access the WPC online giving page, mywpc.org/give.

















 ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Flower Guild is grateful to members and friends of our congregation who
generously donated poinsettias that beautify our church in this season of Advent. We are
also thankful for the members who helped us decorate. Blessings of the season.
Poinsettia Pickup Information: If you donated a poinsettia and are picking it up, you
may do so AFTER our LAST service on Christmas Eve night. The church will be closed
December 25 and 26. Look for a sheet on the Chancel steps and cross your name off,
please. Also, kindly leave the plastic saucers on the steps.
The Flower Calendar for 2018 is in the back of Stevenson Hall. If you would like to
provide flowers for a Sunday, there are several openings for the year, the first one being
February 4. These are highlighted with a post-it on the calendar. Fill in your name and
phone number beside the date that is blank. You will be reminded a month before your
date. If you have questions, contact Ruth Cobb (757-565-1754).
Offertory Cards are available at the main entrances to the Sanctuary. The offering of
material goods in worship is a corporate act of self-dedication in response to God. Many
worshipers use pledge envelopes for their offering weekly during worship. Many do not,
choosing instead to honor their pledge monthly, quarterly or annually, or by an ACH
payment. The Offertory Cards are for those who typically don’t use pledge envelopes on
Sunday, but wish to participate by placing an Offertory Card in plate when passed.
We encourage you to take your worship bulletin home with you each Sunday after
worship services. By doing so you will have the worship liturgy available to reflect back
on the service during the week. Also, the weekly calendar will aid in keeping you informed
of upcoming meetings and events at WPC and you will have the names of our sick and
shut-ins who have requested pray from their church family.
The Gift of Christmas –Sponsored by Presbyterian Women is a wonderful way to
celebrate the giving of gifts in honor of family and friends by making a donation to any of
the programs that need our support to help fulfill their missions throughout the year. They
are on the front lines daily providing caring support to children, women and men who are
in great need. When you make a donation you can receive an angel ornament along with a
card that you can give to the person that you are honoring. Celebrate the joy of Christmas
by knowing that your gift will be appreciated by both the person you are honoring and the
deserving program. Stop by the Gift of Christmas table that will be set up in the hallway
by the parking lot entrance each Sunday before Christmas For more information, contact
Karen Annoni (757-565-7272).
2018 pledge envelopes have arrived. You will find them in alphabetical order located at
the back of Stevenson Hall for pick-up. If you do not find a box with your name and you
would like pledge envelopes, please contact Martha Reier in the Church Office.
Filling in for Campus Kitchen Student Volunteers during W&M Christmas Break:
Ralph Simmons is recruiting volunteers to help feed the hungry. While Campus Kitchen
students are on break, our church will "fill in" by preparing and delivering meals twice a
week. Starting at 3:00pm, cooking is Mondays and Thursdays, delivering is Tuesdays and
Fridays, now through Friday, January 12. If you will help with either task on any of these









days, contact Ralph Simmons. No experience needed! Email (happynralph@verizon.net)
or call (757-564-7373) and leave a message.
Presbyterian Men’s January Fellowship Breakfast: On Saturday, January 6, our
Presbyterian Men’s Fellowship will have its first monthly breakfast meeting of the New
Year. The guest speaker will be Ed Robbins, owner and manager of Berkeley Realty. He
will be presenting his perspectives on the current rental realty market in Williamsburg and
the management of Homeowners Associations. Start the New Year by coming out and
hearing Ed’s presentation and gaining a greater understanding of the Williamsburg rental
market and the “ins and outs” of Homeowners Association management.
The meeting begins at 8:00a.m. in Stevenson Hall with fellowship and breakfast. All
men and women of the Williamsburg community and guests are welcome. There is a time
for fellowship, a great home cooked meal, and a hymn sing. Please make your reservations
by Wednesday, January 3rd, at the church Welcome Center so that we can prepare enough
home-cooked food for all. A donation of $5.00 will be requested at the breakfast.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration of Life Worship Service: WPC will host the
Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration of Life Worship Service, Sunday, January 14, 2018.
The Presbytery of Eastern Virginia will celebrate the life and ministry of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. beginning at 3pm followed by a reception in Stevenson Hall.
Please note the time change.
Women’s 2018 Retreat: The Christian Education Committee would like to invite all
women of the church and their women friends to our 2018 Retreat. Join us Friday
evening, January 19, 2018, for a pot luck dinner and Saturday, January 20, from 9:00am to
4:00pm. Pastor Rachel Hébert will lead the group in a program on “Being Everything”. The
price is $50.00. It will be held at the Williamsburg Christian Retreat Center, and overnight
lodging is available and optional. Sign-up now in the Welcome Center. Please join us!
A Winter Fundraiser for the Community of Faith Mission: Join us for WARM UP
WILLIAMSBURG, a soup tasting event. 18 local chefs are donating their tastiest soups
for this special event which will be held Friday, January 26, 5:15 – 8:00pm at Williamsburg
Community Chapel. As well as soups, there will be bread, dessert and live music provided
by Elderberry Jam. We also have a Bake Shop selling delicious homemade treats. For
reservations go to COFM.info or call 903-7031. Help support the Community of Faith
Mission Winter Shelter! Call (757-903-7031) if you have any questions or wish to volunteer
at the event.

 NEXT SUNDAY IN WORSHIP
December 31, 2017 - Baptism of the Lord
The sermon, “Celebration!” is based on Isaiah 61:10-11; 62:1-3.
*9:30am service is live-streamed on mywpc.org.
**11:00am service is broadcast on WMBG FM97.7 and AM740.

 PRAYER CONCERN, JOYS, & TOUCH NOTES 
Contact the Church Office (229-4235, secretary@mywpc.org) with any concern, special joy or
touch note you may have. You may also submit a prayer request on-line at www.mywpc.org.
The Prayer Chain Coordinator is:
JoAnn Youhas (handbellringer@cox.net)
If you are in need of a pastor after hours or on the weekend with an emergency request,
contact:
Rev. Harold McKeithen (757-345-6910)
Rev. John Morgan (757-903-7800)
Rev. Rachel Hébert (757-903-5488)
The WPC Family extends its deepest Christian sympathy and prayers to:
 Betty LeBron, Sally and Dick Sahlen and Family on the death of their loved one,
Louise LeBron, who died on Saturday, December 16, 2017. A Memorial Service will be
held at WPC, Saturday, January 6, 2018, 2:00pm followed by a reception in Stevenson Hall.
Please pray for:
 Robert Hart, husband of WPC member Gay Hart; Bob Evans.
 Our sick and shut-ins: Gladys Baxter, Jean Hibbard, George Sperry, Carolyn Chambers,
Gene Hughes, Ellen Lorensen, Dick Marshall; Gladys Baxter, Phil Johnson, and others
residing at home, Brookdale Assisted Living, Consulate, Patriots Colony, Spring Arbor,
Windsor Meade and Woodhaven at Williamsburg. Landing and York Convalescent,
Edgeworth Park.
 Those serving our country in the military services and their families.
 WPC WEEKLY CALENDAR
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24—FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS EVE
9:30am
*4th Sunday of Advent Worship Service / Sanctuary
11:00am
*Family Christmas Eve Service / Sanctuary
8:00pm
*Candlelight Service / Sanctuary
11:00pm
Candlelight Service with Communion / Sanctuary
*Services will be lived streamed.
MONDAY, DECEMBER 25—CHRISTMAS DAY
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
12:00pm
Announcement Deadline
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 26
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 27
9:00am
CHURCH OFFICE OPENS
THURSDAY, DECEMBR 28
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 29
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 30
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31
9:30am
Church School for All Ages Resumes
9:30 and 11am
Worship Services / Sanctuary
10:30am
Coffee Fellowship / Stevenson Hall

