Williamsburg Presbyterian Church
Application for Columbarium Niche
Name(s):________________________________________Telephone number:___________________
Mailing Address:____________________________________________________________________
I do hereby apply for a Certificate of Right to Inurn in the Williamsburg Presbyterian Church
Columbarium for inurnment of: (Please list names exactly as you would like them to appear on
your certificate and columbarium nameplate.)
Name:_______________________________________Telephone number:______________________
Mailing Address:_____________________________________________Date of Birth:____________
Name:_______________________________________Telephone number:______________________
Mailing Address:_____________________________________________Date of Birth:____________
I appoint the following person as my legal representative if I am unable to act:
Name:_______________________________________Telephone number:______________________
Mailing Address:_____________________________________________Relationship:____________
Check applicable boxes for person (s) to be inurned:









Current member
Past member
Pastor
Employee

Single Niche
Companion Niche
Family member of purchaser
Name:___________________________
Relationship:_____________________

Within ten days of the Church’s acceptance of this application, I will be obliged to pay
$_______, which is the full price for this Right to Inurn. I agree that I have no right to use a
particular niche in the Williamsburg Presbyterian Church Columbarium until this application is
accepted by the Church and I have paid the full price. This right is subject to the Policies and
Procedures governing the Williamsburg Presbyterian Church Columbarium, as amended. By
signing below, I certify that I have read and understand the Williamsburg Presbyterian Church
Columbarium Policies and Procedures, and that I am eligible for the above named niche. I will
inform my family of my plans and these arrangements for inurnment.
_______________
Date

____________________________________
Signature of Applicant

************************************************************************
Accepted by Williamsburg Presbyterian Church
_______________
Date
Requested Niche

By:_________________________________
Clerk of Session
#______

Assigned Niche

#_________________

Williamsburg Presbyterian Church
Columbarium Policy
The Williamsburg Presbyterian Church (the “Church”) has established a Columbarium on its
grounds. The Session of the Church determines policy for the Columbarium and is responsible for
carrying out its policies. The Session may appoint Church officers, the Church Administrator, or
others to act on its behalf with respect to the Columbarium. Only persons designated by the Session
are authorized to act.
On March 17, 2005, the Session of the Church adopted the following policies and procedures.
1.

RIGHT TO INURN: A right to inurn is the right to place an urn(s) containing the ashes of a
deceased person(s) in a niche of a columbarium. A purchaser acquires this right by
submitting an application and paying a fee. After the Church receives an application and
payment, the purchaser will receive a Certificate of Right to Inurn. The Certificate represents
the purchaser’s right to inurn the ashes of a deceased person(s) in a particular niche of
Williamsburg Presbyterian Church’s Columbarium (the “Columbarium”). Purchase of the
right to inurn will be available to past and present members of Williamsburg Presbyterian
Church and their families, all persons who serve or have served as Pastor of Williamsburg
Presbyterian Church, and employees or former employees of the Church.

2.

PURCHASER’S OBLIGATIONS: Full payment shall accompany the application. Upon
request, the Church may consider alternate payment methods for an individual situation. A
niche may not be used until the Church receives full payment. A purchaser, his agent, or
family shall always provide the Church with a current mailing address for communications
concerning the niche.

3.

PROPERTY RIGHTS: A purchaser acquires no property right in the Columbarium and/or its
niches and agrees that such areas are at all times under the Church’s sole ownership and
control.

4.

URNS: The capacity of a niche is two urns. A purchaser may obtain a niche for a single urn
to contain the remains of a deceased or for two urns, each containing the remains of a
deceased. The Church will provide the urn(s) to be placed in the niche of the Columbarium.
The deceased’s agent or family may have an urn engraved at their own expense. The
Columbarium Committee may accept other types of urns at its discretion, as long as an urn
provides permanent inurnment and conforms to the size of the niche. The maximum size of
an urn is 5½" x 5½" x 7". The Church will not pay for or give credit for the use of an
alternate urn.

5.

ENGRAVED NAMEPLATE: The Church will provide an inscription on a nameplate on the
face of each niche, limited to the name and years of birth and death of the deceased.
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6.

ORNAMENTATION AND VISITATION. Flowers in the Columbarium are appropriate
during a committal service. After that, the Church prohibits the use of flowers or other
ornamentation in the Columbarium. The Columbarium will be available for visitations
during such times as determined by the Church.

7.

DESIGNATION OF NICHE USE: The use of a niche shall be limited to the deposit of one
or two urns, each containing the remains of the person and no other, as specified on the
Certificate of Right to Inurn. The Church may maintain a memorial file containing a page of
information that the deceased’s agent or family may supply.

8.

NON-ASSIGNABILITY: A niche and a Certificate of Right to Inurn may not be assigned or
otherwise transferred by the Purchaser or the Purchaser’s heirs or assigns and shall not be
subject to claims of creditors. If the Church determines that a niche will not be used, the fee
made therefore shall be forfeited. The previously assigned niche shall then be available for
the Church’s designation for use by another under the terms and conditions of this policy.

9.

REMOVAL OF REMAINS: A person may remove the urn and its contents from a niche with
the written consent of the Church and the surviving spouse or the heirs of the decedent.

10.

SURRENDER OF RIGHT TO INURN: All rights to inurn in a niche shall revert to the
Church without reimbursement to a purchaser or his heirs or assigns by any of the following:
a.
A purchaser’s written notice to the Church prior to inurnment,
b.
A purchaser’s removal of remains pursuant to Paragraph 9,
c.
Written notice by the purchaser’s agent that the deceased person listed on the
Certificate of Right to Inurn will not be inurned in the niche,
d.
The Church determines that a purchaser is deceased, and the person named on the
Certificate of Right to Inurn has died, is interred or inurned elsewhere, or
e.
The Church determines that a niche has not been used within five years of a
purchaser’s death and notifies the heirs or assigns of the decedent of the surrender.

11.

RELOCATION OF NICHE: Should relocation of any niche and/or its contents be required
because of reconfiguration of the Church building, damage to the Church building, relocation
of the Church, or for any other reason, the Church in its sole discretion shall relocate the
niche and its contents to an appropriate place. The Church shall give reasonable notice to
purchasers and heirs or assigns of a decedent inurned.

12.

PROTECTION OF REMAINS: The Church shall use its best effort to maintain the
Columbarium. A purchaser, his heirs and assigns shall indemnify and hold the Church, its
pastors, members and employees harmless against any liability, damages, loss or expense by
reason of any claim arising out of or relating to the Columbarium including matters beyond
the Church’s control or failure to perform its duties.
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THE COLUMBARIUM AT WILLIAMBURG PRESBYERIAN CHURCH
Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the cost of having my remains placed in the Columbarium?
A: The cost of inurnment is currently $3,000 for a single urn and $3,500 for two urns. Upon
payment of the inurnment fee, a Certificate of Right to Inurn will be issued to you to reserve the
selected niche. Included in this cost are the urn and the engraved nameplate for the face of the
Columbarium niche.
Q: Are the costs of cremation services and funeral expenses included in the cost of the Right
to Inurn?
A: No, the costs of cremation services and the funeral are not included.
Q: May I choose the location of my niche?
A: You may request a specific niche; provided this niche has not already been purchased, your
chosen niche will be assigned to you.
Q: Who makes the arrangements for engraving?
A: WPC will provide an attractive, standard, engraved nameplate for the face of each niche. The
information displayed on the nameplate will be limited to the deceased’s name, year of birth and
year of death. If the deceased's agent or family members choose to do so, they may also have the
urn engraved, but this will be done at their additional expense.
Q: May the cremains of more than one person occupy a niche?
A: Yes, two urns (each bearing the cremains of one person) may be inurned in a niche. For
example, the urns of a husband and wife may occupy one niche.
Q: Who may be inurned in the WPC Columbarium?
A: Currently, the right to inurn is available to past and present members of WPC and their
families, all persons who serve or have served as Pastor of WPC, and WPC current or former
employees.
Q: Are there any maintenance fees charged?
A: No, WPC will pay the maintenance costs.
Q: When will the Columbarium be open to visitors?
A: The Columbarium will be open for visitation as determined by the WPC Session, typically
during hours of worship, during normal business hours (Monday through Friday) and by
arrangement with the Church Office.

Q: May I get a refund if, for example, I purchase a niche and then change my mind?
A: No, the money paid will be donated to WPC.
Q: May I sell my niche space?
A: No. Only WPC may sell a niche and provide a Certificate or Right to Inurn.
Q: What if the Church is damaged, rebuilt or relocated?
A: WPC would move the urns appropriately.
Q: May I place flowers or other remembrances in the Columbarium?
A: Only initially. Flowers are appropriate during the committal service. Beyond the committal
service, WPC does not permit the display of flowers or other remembrances in the Columbarium.
Q: I'm interested. What's the next step?
A: Contact the Church office at (757) 229-4235 and request an application packet which will
include a copy of the Policies of the WPC Columbarium for your review. If you decide to proceed,
complete the application and return it to the Church office along with a check made payable to
Williamsburg Presbyterian Church. Upon WPC’s acceptance of the application, you may select a
niche and you will receive a Certificate of the Right to Inurn.

Thank you for your interest in The Columbarium at Williamsburg Presbyterian Church.
Additional questions or concerns may be directed to the Church Business Administrator (229-4235).

The Columbarium

at Williamsburg Presbyterian Church
The marble wall housing 198 companion niches is graced with a beautiful cross and twin brass candelabra. Occupied
niches are indicated by plates inscribed with the deceased’s name and years of birth and death. The columbarium makes
it possible for members of Williamsburg Presbyterian Church to have their cremated remains and those of their loved ones
placed with those of others who have worshipped and worked in this place.
The columbarium is arranged and appointed with comfortable seating for private visitation and meditation. The columbarium is open during regular business hours throughout the week and during regular worship services hours.

Burial within or near the worship area of the Christian community is a practice that reaches back to the days of the
catacombs. By the fourth century, when Christians were first permitted to own public buildings, many churches were erected
over the burial sites of apostles, saints and other church leaders. Burial, or inhumation, had replaced the earlier practice of
cremation during the second century. Consequently, when Christians died, they sought places within or nearby their place of
worship where their bodies could be buried. Thus began the long Christian tradition of burial in crypts below church sanctuaries, beneath floor stones in naves, chapels and crossings, and on adjoining ground in what would become church cemeteries.
The Williamsburg Presbyterian Church Columbarium is an assembly of niches designed to house urns containing a
deceased person’s cremated remains. The word comes from the Latin word Columba, meaning “dovecôte” (dove house),
which named the structure of brick niches housing cremated remains (cremains) in the Roman Empire. The word also came
to be used to describe places where Christians gathered for prayer, and lies behind our English word for chapel. For Christians, the imagery of the dove is a witness to the Holy Spirit, “the Lord and giver of life,” who sustains us not only in this life
but in life eternal, and who is the giver of comfort and peace.
The columbarium is an innovative addition to Williamsburg Presbyterian Church and reflects and reinforces the
Church’s faith in resurrection and eternal life. It provides a beautiful and tasteful repository for the cremains of the Church’s
members and their families and is an appropriate alternative to Christian in-ground burial.
A niche may be reserved for one or two persons by applying and paying for a Certificate of Inurnment. If you are
interested in obtaining more information about reserving space in the Columbarium, contact the church office.

