Williamsburg Presbyterian Church

We hope that you find your time here at Williamsburg
Presbyterian to be enjoyable and welcoming. If we can
do anything to help further your experience please don’t
hesitate to ask the pastor, a staff member, an usher, or
any member and we will do our best to help you.
WPC Welcomes You!

A WPC Welcome
On Sunday Morning

If you would like more information about our other
programming including Sunday morning education,
youth ministries, outreach opportunities, college
ministries, or music programming please let one an
usher or staff member know.

A Guide to all* things WPC for visitors, new
members, children, and all others who may want
to know what to expect as you join us on a Sunday
morning.
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*Okay, not all things, but it will help you if you’re new to
our Sunday mornings here.
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Welcome to
Williamsburg
Presbyterian.
Hopefully when you
arrived you were met
by a Greeter, who
welcomed you into
this place and space,
or an Usher, someone who is here to help answer any questions
you might have, or direct you to someone with answers. The
Usher will hand you a bulletin which is like a program that we use
to guide and lead us through the rhythms of worship.

The church leader will be holding a plate of bread with pieces
already cut up, and will likely say either, “The body of Christ,
given for you,” or “The bread of life, given for you,” as you take a
piece of bread and then, holding the bread, you will walk over to
the pastor holding a cup of grape juice and dip the bread into the
grape juice. The pastor will likely say either, “The blood of Christ,
shed for you,” or “The cup of salvation, giving for you,” as you
dip the bread into the cup. You then eat the bread dipped in grape
juice, and move back up the side aisles and return to your seat via
the side aisle on the main level or in the best way possible in the
balcony. If all else fails follow those in front of you.

You may sit anywhere you like! People oftentimes sit towards the
ends of pews, so if you see space in the middle, don’t be afraid to
ask to slip past people.
Looking through the bulletin, you may
notice a variety of words and symbols:
 The bulletin indicates the various parts of
worship (Call to worship, hymn, etc.) in
larger fonts
 An asterisk next to this serves as an
indication for all to stand
 Some places are titled “Leader” and
“People,” with one of the pastors reading the “Leader” and
everyone speaks aloud the “People” portion, other times the
People portion is just in bold font. This is usually an indication
that everyone is speaking aloud together. We usually speak
aloud during the Call to Worship, Confession, Prayer for
Illumination, Psalm, Affirmation of Faith, and the Lord’s Prayer.
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After everyone has been served communion, the church leaders
will return to the front of the church with the pastors, and place
their plates and cups back on the table.
A pastor will either say a Prayer After Communion, or, there will
be a bolded prayer the pastor will invite everyone to speak
together.
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The pastors will take Communion first, and then they will serve it
to the 6-8 people standing up front with them. Then ushers,
starting at the back, and moving up to the front rows, will indicate
when to walk forward.

Worship begins with a greeting from one of our Pastors.

Next, a member of the church will extend an
additional welcome and highlight any
announcements. There may also be a special
announcement called a Minute for Mission
highlighting something going on here with
WPC.

If you are unable to walk forward to partake of Communion,
someone will come to give you Communion where you are seated.
If you are seated on the main level: you will walk down the center
aisle towards the front of the sanctuary where a church leader and
pastor will be standing.
If you are seated in the balcony: Ushers usually start at the
furthest sides along the left and righthand side and then make their
way towards the center of the balcony. There will be two stations
upstairs, one on the right side, and one on the left, with two
church leaders on either side.
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During this time, a black pad be passed to you. You will see that
you can share some information with us, and you are welcome to
share as much or as little information about yourself with us as you
like! There are also visitor nametags in the pad which help our
members to properly welcome you .
We then begin worship with a Prelude (musical introduction)
which provides a musical invitation to worship where you can take
a deep breath or read through the Prayer for Preparation at the top
of the bulletin. During the Prelude, someone from the church will
carry a large Bible in from the back as the pastors follow them up to
the front.
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A pastor will then stand and lead in the Call to Worship – sometimes this is a “call and response” in which you will read the bold
part, or sometimes only the pastor will speak.

various ways, and ultimately through Jesus Christ, who lived,
died, and rose from the dead so that we would never again be
separated from God by sin and death. We are thankful and
grateful to God for this magnificent love, and we pray that the
Holy Spirit would be with us as we remember God’s love as we
take communion.
We end the Prayer of Great Thanksgiving by saying the Lord’s
Prayer together aloud. The Words to the Lord’s Prayer can be
found in the bulletin.

We then begin with an Opening Hymn (a song that everyone sings
together). A hymnal (collection of hymns) can be found either in
the row in front of you or below you should you be seated in a
front row. It is a large red book titled Glory to God. The bulletin
will usually indicate that we stand and sing this hymn together,
and the number there indicates the
number of
the hymn
found beside
the titles on
each page of
the hymnal.
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The pastors will then speak the Words of Institution. These are
some of the last words Christ spoke to his disciples, and we say
them again as a reminder of the unconditional love that God has
for us. During these words, the pastors will break a small loaf of
bread in half as a reminder that Christ’s body was broken for us,
and lift up a large silver cup that holds grape juice as a reminder
of the blood of Christ that was shed for us.
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After we sing the Opening Hymn, we have a Call to Confession.

COMMUNION
On a Sunday when we celebrate communion, you may notice
various plates and cups at the table in the center of the sanctuary.
Communion is for anyone who wishes to receive it, regardless of
age or religious affiliation.

Communion is when we remember that Jesus gave himself so that
we may never be separated from God again. We remember that
Jesus’ death and resurrection was a gift of God’s love and grace,
and we remember this gift by taking of these elements.
Communion begins with with 2 pastors standing behind the table,
and 3-4 church leaders (known as deacons and elders) standing on
either side (6-8 total). One of the pastors will extend an Invitation
to the Table, where they will extend an invitation to everyone
regardless of age and baptism to participate in communion
together.
Sometimes, there is a short, responsive portion to begin what is
known as The Prayer of Great Thanksgiving, but The Prayer of
Great Thanksgiving is a longer prayer, the majority spoken by a
pastor, and takes the place of the Prayers of Petition on
Communion Sundays. The Prayer of Great Thanksgiving usually
speaks to how God created the world, how humanity sinned, but
how God continued to enter into relationship with the world in
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Confession is a time to admit that we aren’t perfect, and that God
knows how much we try to follow God and do the right thing. But
when we don’t, we ask God to forgive us, and this is what we do
during our Confession. A pastor will invite everyone to confess
their sins (our imperfections and mistakes that we’ve made)
together.
Everyone will speak together (still
standing!) the Confession. Usually
everyone speaks it aloud together,
but sometimes it will be “call and
response” with the Pastor.
After we speak our Confessions,
there will be about 15-20 seconds
of silence. This is a time for you to
privately speak any confessions
you have to God.
The organ will start up and play a
brief introduction to the “Kyrie.”
The Kyrie is a sung form of confession, and comes from the Greek
word meaning, “have mercy,” and it is our sung way of asking
God for forgiveness. Usually, everyone sings the Kyrie together.
The pastor will then speak an “Assurance of Forgiveness,” in
which the Pastor will remind everyone how God forgives us, has
made us new, and doesn’t hold our mistakes and sins against us.

We then sing the “Gloria,” which is a short, sung form of praising
God for God’s love.
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Following the Gloria, you will be invited to sit.
During the 11am service, our Director of
Educational Ministries will invite Children of all
ages to come join him at the front of the church
where they will share their faith with each other
and with the Congregation.

As we finish singing the hymn, the pastor who preached will stand
at the front and deliver a Charge and Benediction. The Charge is a
reminder of how we are called to live our lives as we leave worship, and usually is a reminder of what was said in the sermon.
The Benediction is a blessing given to everyone, and a pastor will
usually hold up a hand as they proclaim a blessing over everyone.
Sometimes there is a short Benediction Response that everyone
sings together before we all leave worship, which we all remain
standing to sing.
Otherwise, people sit back down to listen to the Postlude. The
Postlude is special instrumental music that provides a transition
out of worship. Some people will slip out during the Postlude, but
many people sit and quietly listen.

Following this time, our youngest children (2nd grade and
younger) are invited to a time called Wee Worship which happens
in the library during the scriptures and sermon each week. In wee
worship children look at the scriptures in developmentally
appropriate way and learn more about the rhythms of worship.
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As you are leaving, you may stop and speak with a pastor, as oftentimes people, as they are leaving, will naturally fall into a line
to greet the pastors.
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Following the Prayer of Dedication on Non-Communion Sundays,
or Prayer After Communion on Communion Sundays, a pastor
will extend an Invitation and Lord’s Day Greeting.
During the Invitation, a pastor will briefly extend an invitation to
join our community! Oftentimes, it will share when our next New
Member’s Class will begin if you are interested in joining our
church. Pastor Harold McKeithen (hmckeithen@mywpc.org) is
who to contact if you are interested!

While seated, a congregation member will come to the front and
invite people to speak aloud the Prayer for Illumination. The
Prayer for Illumination transitions us into listening to the Bible
being read, and it is a prayer where we ask God to open our hearts
as we listen.

There will then be 3 readings of Scripture. Oftentimes, when the
reader finishes reading a passage, they will say, “This is the Word
of the Lord.” Everyone else will respond, “Thanks be to God.”
Following the first reading, A Psalm is usually spoken, and one of
the pastors will invite everyone to speak the Psalm together.
Psalms are either read aloud together in unison, or they are
“responsive,” with the pastor speaking the regular font, and
everyone else speaking the bold font.

The Lord’s Day Greeting is when we extend a greeting of peace to
people seated around us. We usually stand, shake hands with
people beside us, behind us, and in front of us. People will
oftentimes say, “The Peace of Christ be with you,” and the
response is usually, “And also with you.” Though many will just
say hello and that they are glad to see you!
Following the Invitation and Lord’s Day Greeting, as we are all
standing, the organ will begin playing an introduction to the
closing Hymn, which can once again be found in the hymnal and
will be sung together by all.
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During the psalm, the pastor who is preaching will move to the
pulpit (the large platform). The pastor will read another bible
passage, and similarly will end the passage by saying, “This is the
Word of the Lord,” and everyone will respond, “Thanks be to
God.”
The pastor will then
speak for 12-15 minutes
in what is called a
Sermon, where they
provide an
interpretation and
reflection on the
scripture that they read.
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Following the Sermon, we usually sing a Responsive Hymn
together. Once again, we will all stand, turn to the hymn number
beside the title, and sing the hymn together.

After we sing the hymn, everyone will remain standing, and a
pastor will invite people to join in speaking an Affirmation of
Faith. The Affirmation of Faith is usually a paragraph that
articulates what we as a church believe.
Sometimes the Responsive Hymn and the Affirmation of Faith
will be switched, and a pastor will invite you to stand and speak
the Affirmation of Faith. Then we will all sing the Responsive
Hymn together.
A pastor will then invite you to be seated.
Typically a pastor will then begin the Prayers of Petition, which
are only said by the pastor, who spends time leading in prayer for
the world, our community, and everyone gathered in the space.
The prayer ends with the pastor’s invitation for everyone to pray
the Lord’s Prayer together. The Lord’s Prayer is printed in the
bulletin, and everyone speaks it aloud. The exception to this is on
first Sundays of the month or other times when communion is
served when this prayer is included later.

The Offering is a time during the service to “give” to God, which
leads into the Offertory. The Offertory is the giving of our gifts to
God. Ushers will come down the aisle with a large, deep, gold
plate in their hands, and will pass the plate down each row. You
are not obligated to give money, but you are welcome to if you
wish! The Offertory is also a time for special music, where the
Chancel Choir will sing a song, or one of our Handbell Choirs will
play music. You may also see our children or youth choirs leading
music on certain Sundays, or even brass or bagpipes!
This seems like a good time to introduce our musical staff:

When the Offertory is finished, everyone stands and sings the
Doxology, which is when we sing our thanksgiving to God for the
ways in which God has blessed us.
After the Doxology, a pastor will say a Prayer of Dedication,
thanking God for the gifts we have been given, and praying that
we use our gifts in service to God.

For more information on communion see page 12.
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