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The Salvation Army’s annual Back to
School Project gets underway in July!
Once again, WPC's Christian Outreach
Ministry is asking for your support of this
project. Each year, the Salvation Army
Women’s Auxiliary provides school
supplies, clothes, and backpacks to
children in needy or homeless families.
We are hoping that you will help us share God’s grace with a child
to make his or her first day at school a
positive and affirming one.
Beginning Sunday, July 22 through
Sunday, August 5 there will be a
station located in Stevenson Hall where
you can select a school bus tag
indicating a student's clothing sizes and
school information. You may donate a
new outfit of
clothing and shoes or make a donation to the
Salvation Army Women’s Auxiliary (SAWA),
which will be used to make additional
purchases. All donations are greatly
appreciated! You may change a life. Please
return your donations to the church by Sunday, August 12, and
please remember to attach the child’s tag to the bag of items. For
more information, call Sarah Avellar (757-565-2129.)
Thank you for helping children in our community get the school
year off to a good start.
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UPCOMING WORSHIP
THE KIRK COURIER
is published monthly by
Williamsburg Presbyterian
Church
215 Richmond Road
Williamsburg, VA 23185
Church Office Hours

Monday - Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Tel: (757) 229-4235
Fax: (757) 253-7737
www.mywpc.org
secretary@mywpc.org • wpcnews@mywpc.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES AT 9:30 & 11:00AM
9:30am service is live-streamed on the WPC website.
11:00am service is broadcast on FM 97.7 and AM 740.
You may also listen on-line at www.wmbgradio.com.
The weekly worship bulletin is available at www.mywpc.org.
Church School begins at 9:30am for children, youth and adults.
July 22

Pastoral Staff
John E. Morgan
Pastor/Head of Staff
jmorgan@mywpc.org
Harold McKeithen, Jr.
Covenant Pastor for Congregation Care
hmckeithen@mywpc.org
Rachel Hébert
Associate Pastor for Community Care
rhebert@mywpc.org

Program Staff

Adrian Williams
Director of Education Ministries
awilliams@mywpc.org
Jodie Davis
Director of Childcare, MOPS and VBS
jdavis@mywpc.org

Music Staff
Christopher Bechtler
Director of Music Ministries
cbechtler@gmail.com
Norman Elton
Organist
Assistant Director of Music
wnelto@wm.edu
Rebecca Elton
Carol Choir Director
rebecca.n.elton@gmail.com
Robin Restrepo
Director of Handbells
restrepofam@hotmail.com

July 29
August 5

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time
John 14:1-3, 25-27

Life Everlasting
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
John 6:1-21

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Communion Sunday
Ephesians 4:1-16

Equipping the Saints
August 12

19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Ephesians 4:25-5:2

Dealing with Anger
August 19

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Ephesians 5:15-20

Singing and Making Melody
August 26 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
Christian Education Sunday
Ephesians 6:10-20

Important News About the Kirk Courier Monthly
Newsletter Deadlines

Administrative Staff

Lynne Bundick
Director of Administration Ministries
lbundick@mywpc.org
Vanessa Gamble
Church Secretary
vgamble@mywpc.org
Martha Reier
Administrative Assistant
mreier@mywpc.org

Facility Staff
Ed Brock
Facility Manager
ebrock@mywpc.org
Dennis Joyal
Sexton

The next issue of the Kirk Courier Newsletter will
be the September Fall Kirk Courier. The deadline for the this issue will
be Friday, August 17. This issue highlights upcoming classes, programs,
activities and events your ministries are planning for the upcoming
church year from Rally Day, September 9 through the end of June.
Please keep in mind you are always welcome to submit your articles
and announcements early. You do not have to wait until the deadline!

Audio Technician
John Schoenberger
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Williamsburg Presbyterian Church
WPC PYF

OUR PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE

It

probably won’t surprise you to know that when Ellen and I are going on
vacation one of the things I look forward to and plan is where we will
worship on the Lord’s Day. For instance, on our trip to France we made sure
we could be in worship at the American Church in Paris. The church dates back to
1814 when American protestants began worshipping in their homes in Paris. The
majestic marble cathedral overlooks the Seine on Quai d’Orsay. The congregation
comes from 40 nations and 35 Christian denominations. It so happens the senior pastor, Scott Herr, was a
classmate of mine at Princeton Seminary. The worship we attended was magnificent with a whole family from
Africa being baptized, a choir singing a world premiere of an anthem commissioned for a member of their music
ministry who had just passed away. During the greeting time we met the couple in the pew behind us and when we
said we were from Williamsburg they told us they had lived in Ford’s Colony for many years before moving to
Paris.
But most importantly it was a wonderful time to remember that the fellowship of Jesus Christ transcends
nationality, geography or language. With joy we lifted our praise with our brothers and sisters in Christ celebrating
a connection that runs deep and strong.
There are other trips where the worship was not as spectacular, but just as meaningful. Wherever we go we are
always on the lookout for a church where we can join the body of Christ in worship. It is no coincidence that our
regular summer vacation in Chautauqua there is worship every day.
My encouragement to you as you travel this summer, or anytime, is to make an effort to find a church where you
can experience the diversity and unity of the body of Christ. You may discover a contemporary service that will
bring you to your feet in praise, or maybe you will find a cathedral whose architecture will inspire you. You may
find a small church where you will be welcomed like family or a large church where you will feel the energy of
many worshipping together.
Most of all you will find that Jesus enjoys going with you on vacation, and he is delighted when you include Him in
your plans.
Continue to enjoy the Summer months. John

WORSHIP AT THE LANDING
Sundays in the Parlor

On

Sundays from 10:45 to 11:45am facility-bound residents at Williamsburg Landing are
worshipping with us as participants in our 9:30am Worship Service which is carried on a large
screen in the Parlor of the Health and Rehabilitation Center. Participants have copies of our
worship bulletin and of the hymns being sung in the service. A team of WPC Worship Aides hosts these Sundays
in the Parlor on a rotating basis. Team members include Joanne and Alex Andrews, Lee and Mary Beach, Barbara and
Boyd Knowles, Karen McKee, Beth Parziale, Bruce and Clara Robertson, John VanAken, Dick Sahlen and Martha Squire, a team
member and Coordinator.
On a recent Sunday there were fifteen participants, including non-Presbyterians as well as Presbyterians. Contact
persons for information about this new ministry of our church are Coordinator Martha Squire at
Martha.squire@gmail.com and Pastoral Consultant Harold McKeithen at hmckeithen@mywpc.org.
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WORDS FROM OUR STAFF
Christopher Bechtler, Director of Music

T

his summer, the church sent me to the Worship and
Music conference at Montreat. The conference brings
together about 1,800 music directors and other
worship leaders for two week-long conferences in the
mountains of North Carolina. It’s a week of seminars and
workshops on music in worship, and there’s a lot of singing
and music making. The setting is beautiful, and the fellowship
is wonderful. For all of us who go, it’s a great time to recharge
and find inspiration and fresh ideas to bring to our churches
at home.
My favorite part of these conferences is getting to go to worship every day. It's really inspirational to see all of the
different ideas that the musicians, ministers, and
others bring to these services. The conference’s
theme this year was “Sacraments and Seasons,”
and the services followed the church’s year:
Advent, Christmas, Lent, Holy Week, Easter, and
Pentecost, with one worship experience for each
season. We heard timely sermons that talked
about reading the Bible in different stages of your
life, and the fact that each of us is different but
created in God’s image. One service had no
sermon, but followed the story of Jesus from
Palm Sunday to Good Friday, in one hour of
readings, music, and Communion.
Singing Christmas music in June was unusual, but I
enjoyed the organization. Like many musicians, I love
our liturgical calendar and the rhythm of the church
year. We got to see examples of worship from many
perspectives, and, as you might expect, a lot more music
than you would hear in a real-world church. Each service
had several anthems from different musical groups, from
children’s choirs to brass bands, and most had more
than ten hymns.
A lot of what happens there is intentional, and it’s all
very good. But much as in life, the most memorable
experiences—the things you really learn the most
from—happen seemingly by surprise. Just a few minutes
into the first worship service, we sang a hymn from our
hymnal that I haven't ever sung before. It's a short 4-measure phrase that repeats, and a cantor sang an improvised
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tune over it after we learned it as a congregation. It was lovely and suited the occasion perfectly. It’s a hymn I
probably would have overlooked, but now that I’ve seen it in worship, it seems like a natural and good idea. This
kind of thing happens all the time at these conferences: often completely by surprise, you’ll encounter an idea
that’s completely new, or one that you can now see in a different way, and you can bring that back with you.
People in my line of work, ironically, rarely get to actually sing in a choir. So one of the most appealing parts of
this conference is just getting to sing. The musical highlight of the conference for me is the chamber choir, which
is an auditioned group that gets to sing very challenging music. This year’s music was the High Lonesome Mass, a
bluegrass setting of the mass
composed by our conductor, Tim
Sharp. There’s not another
bluegrass-style mass out there, so it
was a unique experience. We
performed that in a concert with a
bluegrass band as our
accompaniment, and the conductor
led the group while playing banjo.
If you’d like a taste of what that’s
like, try singing the Gloria Patri to
the tune of “Brethren We Have
Met to Worship,” or “Lord, Have Mercy” to the tune of “Do Lord.”
The adult choir at Montreat is a 450-voice group made up of about half of the conference attendees. We sang
some standards, and a few pieces that were new to me. There aren’t many choirs that large in the world, and it’s
hard to do anything that moves fast, but the low, sustained sounds of “Salvation is Created” sung by a such a big
choir are unforgettable. It’s a real learning experience to be back in the singer’s role in a choir rehearsal. These
experiences really help me to be more sensitive to the singers in our choirs here at home.
Other courses that I took included one on the newly published Book of Common Worship, one on worship planning
that involved a lot of improvisation games, and a seminar on youth choirs. Each day featured a reading session,
where you sight-read about a dozen pieces of music for one type of ensemble (choir, handbells, children’s choir,
and so on). Those are great ways to get a sampling of music selected by a director that has experience with that
kind of literature.
I sincerely appreciate the church sending me to these conferences. I do enjoy them, but more importantly, I come
back refreshed and full of new ideas for the music ministry here at Williamsburg Presbyterian Church. And like I
mentioned above, some of the best ideas are the ones you don’t sign up for and don’t see coming, whether it’s in
an organized activity or just in conversation over lunch. I truly feel the hand of the Holy Spirit in these moments,
and the beauty of God’s creation is certainly on display in the mountains.

Norman Elton, Assistant Director of Music and Organist

T

he American Guild of Organists held its biennial national
convention in Kansas City, Missouri, during the first week of July.
I joined over 1,200 other attendees for a week of recitals, lectures,
workshops, and worship services. Kansas City has a thriving arts
community, whose crown jewel can be found in the new Kauffman
Performing Arts Center, built in 2011 with a magnificent pipe organ.
Recital highlights included a performance from one of the three principal
organists at the Notre-Dame Cathedral and a whirlwind improvisation on Aaron Copland’s Fanfare for the
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Common Man and the hymn O God Our Help in Ages Past, themes that were presented to the recitalist just
seconds before he began. When we weren’t being bused to the dozens of performances at area churches and
recital halls, there were countless lectures and workshops, ranging from scholarly presentations, reviews of new
music, and instruction on performance technique. Worship services included a beautifully crafted remembrance of
the centennial of World War I, for which Kansas City hosts the national museum and memorial. A hymn
celebration introduced us to new opportunities for singing. Food highlights included the world-famous Kansas
City barbecue, which lived up to its reputation. Previous conventions have shown that fellow organists know of
our church, it’s fine music program, and beautiful organ. It was a thrill to be able to tell my colleagues that, yes, our
Organ Completion Project has been a success and our instrument will soon sing with all its voices. I am thankful
for the opportunity to represent the church at this fantastic gathering, and look forward to integrating new-found
ideas into our services of worship.

Rebecca Elton, Carol Choir Director

T

his July, I am excited to attend Year 2 of the Chorister’s
Guild Institute at Wingate University. This certification
process is designed to strengthen directors’ musical and
pedagogical skills and to equip them to effectively integrate children
in worship. Last year, I was blown away by the experienced and
caring faculty, talented group of students and comprehensive
curriculum. Upon my return, I was inspired to apply all that I
learned at CGI with Carol Choir and Junior Choir as we led
worship together throughout the year. This year, I am looking
forward to continuing my studies in courses such as Choral Pedagogy, Conducting, Vocal Modelling, and Choral
Methods. I can’t wait to see what else God has in store for me as I answer my calling to lead children toward more
meaningful and effective participation in worship through music. For more information, look for my blog posts on
the website and Facebook page in mid-July. (Pictured is Rebecca conducting her fellow peers in a music session
during last year’s Institute.)

6

CHRISTIAN OUTREACH
A is for August and Avalon
We will be collecting needed supplies for Avalon, a center that works to end domestic
and sexual violence. The items will be collected starting Sunday, August 12 and
running through Sunday, August 19. There will be boxes in Stephenson Hall. Here is a list of items to bring:
Bath Towels, Wash Cloths, Paper, Cleaning Supplies, Dish Soap, Laundry Soap,
Full Size Shampoo and Conditioner, Adult Size Socks and Underwear, Paper Towels
If you have any questions, please contact Nancy Harwood (757-345-6452 or nancyva@cox.net.)

Join Outreach Members for a Kayak Float
Come and enjoy a relaxing and contemplative afternoon on Powhatan Creek on
Saturday, August 4. Meet fellow WPC members and invite a friend for a kayak
float starting at 1:00pm. We will put in at the Jamestown Marina and paddle for
an hour or so. Don’t have a kayak? No problem! The Marina has kayaks to rent.
We will be back by 4, when the rentals need to be returned. Anyone who would
like to have a cold brew at the Billsburg Brewery is welcome. Please sign up on
the clipboard in the Welcome Center. Sponsored by your Earth Care Team.
Visit http://www.jamescitycountyva.gov/2768/Park-Fees for more information on the marina.

The Saleh Family Moves On
For the last year, the Williamsburg Presbyterian Church Refugee Resettlement team
has been providing support to our Afghan refugee family, the Salehs. The Salehs
arrived a year ago last April, and the past year has been full of growth and changes
for them. The Saleh family will be moving out of Williamsburg and will be resettling
in Newport News at the beginning of August.
Elyas is still waiting to hear back from the Marines regarding his request to enlist. In
the meantime, he is working at Sandy’s Pancake House (formerly Old Mill Pancake
House), sometimes working in Tappahannock with his brother Samir, and driving
part-time for Uber primarily in Newport News/Hampton area. Shabnam now has
her driver’s license so she has the capability to get out on her own. Her English has
improved significantly through the classes she has been taking at Literacy for Life. She is considering training to
become a medical technician. Subhan (5) just finished his first year of
Bright Beginnings pre-kindergarten program and will start kindergarten
next year. Sana (4) hopes to attend a pre-kindergarten program for next
year with Head Start. Both children are speaking lots of English, know
their colors, shapes, numbers, and recognize many letters. The whole
family is adjusting to life in the United States.
While we are sad that they are leaving, our goal was to support this family
and help them to become self-sufficient which we have achieved. The Refugee Resettlement team wants to thank
the congregation for its support of this family over the last year and the chance to give them an opportunity for a
new life here in the United States.
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CHRISTIAN OUTREACH, CON’T

O

Guatemala 2018: Day 1 - Stoves
by Nancy Archibald
ur trip to Guatemala and Chajul (pronounced Chahool) in June was excellent, cementing our partnerships.
We were able to see many of our hopes for these beautiful people advance smoothly. This is made
possible through you, and I wish each of you could meet this special part of God’s congregation for
yourselves.

One highlight was the installation of the first stoves and the
beginning of a program to introduce more into the homes of the
congregation. Most people in Chajul cook and heat over an open
fire in the middle of their living space. Houses are not large, and
the one or two rooms they have are filled with smoke much of
the time. The ceilings drip with soot as there are no chimneys or
stovepipes. The result is, predictably, that lung diseases such as
pneumonia, emphysema and tuberculosis are much more
common there. It takes a large toll on this Mayan population.
The Central Presbyterian Church, our covenant church along with Chajul, had
spoken several years ago to the church leaders about getting stoves, with little
interest shown. We brought it up in one of our earlier trips also. This time, when
we asked Philip Beisswenger, our missionary support in Guatemala, he felt that
the people would accept stoves but didn’t have the means to get them. Dave
Lenderking began researching stoves even before we heard that. They had to be
simple to make, easy to get in country, use less wood, allow heat to escape into
the rooms, and be fairly inexpensive. He found a company in Guatemala City.
Philip contacted them, and arrangements were made to buy two stoves of two
different types to take to Chajul with us. Philip talked to the Central and Chajul
Churches and the Chajul church leaders were given the task of choosing two
homes for installation. These two families needed to be willing to try the stoves
and let members of the congregation explore them as well.
The first day in Chajul, we observed the installation. One is in Pastor Miguel’s home (picture 1) where group
cooking already occurs. The second is in Juan Mo’s home (picture 2), a leader in the church and the tutor for our
scholarship students.
On Sunday, we met with the elders, explained the program we had set up and the benefits of the stoves. We were
anxious about their reception since this was our idea, the first action we’d taken that didn’t start with what they said
was their next goal. The first elder to speak said that he was very glad for this chance and thanked us for thinking of
them and ways to improve their lives. He said he was getting older and it was hard to haul so much wood. The
stoves will cut down by around 60% the wood needed. By the end of the meeting, there were three elders on the
waiting list, in spite of the need to pay a portion of the costs. We were delighted.
Next Kirk, we will tell you about some of the other highlights: baptisms, a double wedding, covenant signing,
talking to scholarship students or the laying of the first block on the new school rooms. Stay tuned to discover
more ways your donations, prayers and work are doing God’s work in Guatemala.
For more information or to help with this project, please email Nancy Archibald (archibald4@verizon.net) or Jim
Austin (judyandjimaustin@verizon.net.)
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CHRISTIAN OUTREACH, CON’T
FISH Vice President Ray Scharfenberger accepts a
check from Jim Winthrop on behalf of Williamsburg
Presbyterian Church. FISH is an all-volunteer not-forprofit agency that provides food and clothing to those
in need in Greater Williamsburg. In addition to its
financial support, WPC also provides volunteers and
conducts a monthly food collection to assist FISH.

UNION PRESBYTERIAN SEMINARY NEWS
Pathway Registration for 2018/19 is Now Open!
The Leadership Institute at Union Presbyterian Seminary is excited
to announce that registration for classes in our online Pathways to
Learning and Leadership program is now available. Who are these
classes for? Everyone!


Church members who want to learn in more depth about
the Bible and increase their ability to teach and even preach



Those who are called to ministry as a Commissioned
Ruling Elder and need the educational component



Church professionals who want to brush up or enhance the education you have already received,
and learn some new things



Others who want to enjoy stimulating, excellent instruction from seminary professors and church
professionals and interact with others who want the same thing

And the best part is, you can take these classes from the comfort of your home! Classes are taught online, either
on Tuesday or Thursday evenings from 7-9 p.m. Eastern Time for five weeks per class. In addition, there are
reading and homework assignments to be done on your own schedule for each of the classes.
The cost of the classes is only $100 per five-week session. Take as many of the classes as you like – there are no
prerequisites, and you only have to purchase one book per class. While these classes don’t earn college or
seminary credit, you do receive a certificate for participating, and of course all of that learning!
Go to the Seminary website, www.upsem.edu/pathways and check out the classes and the schedule. A link to
register for classes is also on that site.
If you have any questions, do not hesitate to send an email or call Marily Johns, D.Min., Direction of Program
Development, The Leadership Institute (mjohns@upsem.edu; 804-278-4383 or 800-229-2990 x383.)
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WPC NEWS
Share Your Love of Flowers at WPC
The Flower Sharing Mission is a part of the deaconate. This is
composed of a committee of volunteers who break down the arrangements
that have been donated for worship on Sunday mornings. They are then
delivered to shut-ins, the bereaved, or others who may need a visit. Our
volunteers can sign up to either arrange the flowers or make deliveries or
both. To volunteer, contact either Janet Wallington, (757-253-1306) or
Mary Lib Puller (757-229-8960).
The Flower Guild, a part of the Worship Ministry, is a group responsible for getting donors for flowers each
Sunday, as well as seasonal decorations around the church which includes wreaths on the outside doors, Palm
Sunday, Easter, Pentecost, Thanksgiving and Christmas. If you would like to help with the Flower Guild, contact
Ruth Cobb (757-565-1754.)

Mark the Date on Your Calendar: WPC Potluck Picnic!

Sunday, September 16, 2018, 4:30-7 p.m.
Please plan to come. If time is short, pick up your salad fixings at Trader Joe's or any handy spot.
In case you're looking for a good recipe to share, check out O Taste and See! WPC's 150 Anniversary Cookbook.
Here are two recipes for inspiration:
Pat Healy's Autumn Salad
4 tsp. olive oil
1 Tbs. white wine vinegar
2 tsp. honey
1/4 tsp. salt
1/8 tsp. black pepper
3 medium sweet-tart apples (Braeburn) quartered and thinly sliced crosswise
1 1/2 cups red cabbage thinly sliced
1/4 cup thinly sliced red onion'1/3 cup crumbled blue cheese
1/4 cup toasted walnuts coarsely chopped
Whisk oil, vinegar, honey, salt, and pepper in large bowl. Add the apples, cabbage, onion, blue cheese and
nuts. Toss to combine. Serves 4.

Penny Pulley's Don't Tell a Lie George Washington Pie
1 can of cherry fruit pie filling
1 box yellow cake mix
1 stick melted butter
1 cup chopped nuts
Preheat over to 350. Spread fruit pie mix over bottom of greased 9x13 pan. Sprinkle cake mix over pie
filling. Drip butter over cake mix. Cover with nuts. Bake until light brown. Serve with ice cream.
OK, so it's not a pie, but you'll think it is!
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WPC NEWS CON’T
WPC Book Group Reading Selection: The Elephant Company
The WPC Book Group will meet on September 24 at 2:00pm in the library to discuss The
Elephant Company by Vickie Croke. This book is the inspiring story of an unlikely hero and
the animals who helped him save lives in WWII. Cynthia McCraw has a guest leader and
participant for our discussion—Barbara Reynolds.
Barbara retired to Williamsburg 10 years ago. She is a member of 4 book clubs, including a
couples club she and her husband started 6 years ago. She has been a member of Christopher
Wren's Book Lover's for 19 consecutive semesters. She also worked at a zoo that had an Asian
elephant breeding program! She loves reading different books and discussing them with others.
At the September Book Club, we will discuss book selections for November, January and through May.
(Questions: Joann Dettmann at dettjo2x39@gmail.com.)

Labor of Love Outreach Ministry
As has been the case in recent years, Spring seemed to last 24 hours and the lovely onset of
heat and humidity has arrived!! We quickly associate tee shirts, shorts, sandals and air
conditioning with this sort of weather. There are probably very few people that are
thinking of anything that starts with the word “wool.” But that’s exactly what Marilyn
Taylor and her dedicated group of Knitters and Crafters are thinking.
The group’s mission is to provide comfort through knitting a wide variety of items varying
from year to year as specific needs arise. Twice a month, between September and June, this
group of talented artists gathers in the library at WPC and produce such things as hand
made shawls for mission teams to take abroad and for local charities as well, caps for service men and women and
lap afghans for patients receiving dialysis. In 2017 they knitted hats for FISH and shawls were sent to our
Covenant Church in Chahul, Guatemala. Also lap blankets and shawls were made for the Envoy Nursing Home
in Williamsburg. In 2018 they are working on hats for babies, children and adults. For more information about
this ministry, please contact Marilyn Taylor (linksis1@cox.net.)
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