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2018 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
VBS is NEXT MONTH! Who’s ready?
Registration for volunteers and students
opened on April 22. Registration forms are
available in the Welcome Center (look for
the purple pages!), and on the church
website.
The deadline to register is
Sunday, June 3. Don’t delay!

We gather in the
name of Jesus Christ
to worship God and
by the power of the
Holy Spirit do God’s
work in the world.

According to the publisher, At MIGHTY

FORTRESS: IN JESUS, THE VICTORY IS
WON, kids learn that God is their refuge

and strength. Friends may fail them. They
may not ace their next test or make the team, but God promises to be
their rock and their salvation- their fortress and sure defense. So raise
your banner! Hold it high. The battle is done. In Jesus, the victory is
won.

After a high-energy opening assembly at the Mighty Fortress, the students
and their Guides make their way to Stronghold Storytelling, which will
reinforce our bible story for the day through skits and interaction,
which will remain with them in their faith journey long after VBS.
The students will expand on what they’ve discovered by participating in
a variety of activities throughout the morning: making their own art
projects at Festival Crafts, singing new music at Majestic Music, exploring
science activities at the Victory Village Bible Challenge, participating in
recreational activities at Tournament Games, and enjoying tasty snacks at
Great Hall Snacks. Along the way, the students and volunteers will hear
about our mission project and enjoy being active, meeting new friends,
and reconnecting with old friends!

Williamsburg
Presbyterian Church

215 Richmond Road
Williamsburg, VA 23185
(757) 229-4235
www.mywpc.org

Let’s go! Join us on Monday, June 25, through Friday, June 29,
from 9am to noon, at St. Bede Catholic Church, 3686 Ironbound
Road, Williamsburg 23188; 757.229.3631. Please note this is anew

location this year.

To find out more about MIGHTY FORTRESS: IN JESUS, THE
VICTORY IS WON, or to volunteer to help with planning, please
contact Jodie Davis (jdavis@mywpc.org).
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UPCOMING WORSHIP
THE KIRK COURIER
is published monthly by
Williamsburg Presbyterian
Church
215 Richmond Road
Williamsburg, VA 23185
Church Office Hours

Monday - Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Tel: (757) 229-4235
Fax: (757) 253-7737
www.mywpc.org
secretary@mywpc.org • wpcnews@mywpc.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES AT 9:30 & 11:00AM
9:30am service is live-streamed on the WPC website.
11:00am service is broadcast on FM 97.7 and AM 740.
You may also listen on-line at www.wmbgradio.com.
The weekly worship bulletin is available at www.mywpc.org.
Church School begins at 9:30am for children, youth and adults.

May 13
Pastoral Staff
John E. Morgan
Pastor/Head of Staff
jmorgan@mywpc.org
Harold McKeithen, Jr.
Covenant Pastor for Congregation Care
hmckeithen@mywpc.org
Rachel Hébert
Associate Pastor for Community Care
rhebert@mywpc.org

Testimony
May 20

Music Staff
Christopher Bechtler
Director of Music Ministries
cbechtler@gmail.com
Norman Elton
Organist
Assistant Director of Music
wnelto@wm.edu
Rebecca Elton
Carol Choir Director
rebecca.n.elton@gmail.com

Administrative Staff

Pentecost
Confirmation Sunday
Acts 2:1-21

The Spirit Poured Out
May 27

Trinity Sunday
John 3:1-17

June 3

9th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Communion Sunday
2 Corinthians 4:5-12

Program Staff

Adrian Williams
Director of Education Ministries
awilliams@mywpc.org
Jodie Davis
Director of Childcare, MOPS and VBS
jdavis@mywpc.org

7th Sunday of Easter
1 John 5:9-13

Treasures in Clay Jars
June 10

10th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Genesis 3:8-15

Where Are You?
June 17

11th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mark 4:26-34

The Kingdom is Like a Seed
June 24

12th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mark 4:35-41

Lynne Bundick
Director of Administration Ministries
lbundick@mywpc.org
Vanessa Gamble
Church Secretary
vgamble@mywpc.org
Martha Reier
Administrative Assistant
mreier@mywpc.org

Deadline for the June Kirk Courier is Friday,
May 18. Submit articles, announcements,
pictures, etc. for inclusion in the newsletter
to: secretary@mywpc.org.

Facility Staff

Ed Brock
Facility Manager
ebrock@mywpc.org
Dennis Joyal
Sexton

Audio Technician

Please keep in mind you are always
welcome to submit your articles and
announcements early. You do not have to wait until the
deadline to do so!

John Schoenberger
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Williamsburg Presbyterian Church
WPC PYF

OUR PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE

W

aiting when God is silent is one of the greatest challenges of faith. As we
approach the celebration of Pentecost this month we look forward to
remembering the coming of the Holy Spirit with the sound of wind and
tongues of flame. But I have been thinking about those disciples who were waiting for
the Spirit to come. Jesus had told them to wait and then left them to be with the
Father. Jesus did not give them a time and day when the Spirit would come. We don’t
know how long it was that they waited in silence. They were waiting for instructions and guidance and wisdom.
They had the comfort of knowing Jesus had risen, but they didn’t know what was coming next and what exactly
would be expected.
There have been times in my life when I have been waiting for God in silence. I have waited for instructions and
guidance and wisdom. Sometimes the waiting lasted a short while, other times it took months or years. Waiting
for an answer from God is a challenge of faith. I am sure that you have been in that time of waiting in silence as
well. It can be a terrifying.
It helps me to remember that the disciples were waiting together. They were not alone in the silence, but together.
Maybe it was being together that gave them the courage not to run away or give up. They waited together and then,
finally, the Holy Spirit came and blew them all away.

In these last day of Eastertide, as we wait for the celebration of the Spirit at Pentecost, let’s wait together. Let’s
encourage one another; sometimes with words, but mostly by just sitting together in that silence, confident that the
Spirit will come and bless us. ~Peace, John

A WORD FROM ENDOWMENT
How do I …
… begin the process of leaving my faith legacy to WPC? First, create a list
of the WPC ministries you love and support now. Second, consider your
own dreams for those ministries in the future. Third, consider your
personal financial goals - to support your family, to provide for your own
retirement, to provide an education for grandchildren, etc. Fourth, with
these items in hand, meet with your financial advisor. Learning about
estate planning could increase the overall value of your estate with a gift of
tax-burdened assets (like IRAs, 401(k), or savings bonds) to the church. Permanent funds, such as those
held by the WPC Endowment, can support your dreams for the WPC ministries you love. We hope you
will consider a legacy gift to support the mission and ministries of WPC.
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CHRISTIAN OUTREACH
Christian Outreach Benevolences
THANK YOU!! These words are what come to mind each and
every time our Outreach team members are able to hand a check
to one of the organizations we support. The first thank you
comes from the organization receiving the check. They are so
appreciative no matter what the amount may be. The second
thank you is from Outreach to you, the members of WPC who,
through your generous giving consistently provide the funds we
need to support these groups.
In 2018, we will distribute over $60,000 to several dozen
organizations. Each of these organizations goes through a very
thorough annual review to determine prior year use of funds,
continued need for funds, and specific uses of any additional
funding. The list of organizations is a reflection of the work your
Christian Outreach Program encompasses including local, state
and international groups.
It should also be noted that, with some of these organizations,
our Outreach program not only provides financial assistance but
hands-on and much needed material support as well. Keep an
eye out for Photo-Ops in the Kirk Currier and local newspapers
highlighting some of these organizations. If you have any
questions or would like to participate in any of the Christian
Outreach Programs, please contact Nick Nicastro at 757-5663780. We would love to have you join us!
Pictured: Rob Brown, Pat McCormick (GCOC Director), Jessica Carcich,
Tom Cobb, Ruth Cobb. The WPC team was serving dinner to the residents
in the Grove community. Rob is presenting Pat the check.

Pictured: Bonnie McNail and Richard Stratton preparing dinners for
the Grove Christian Outreach Center in our WPC kitchen.
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Pictured: Recently, Happy Simmons, a member of
Williamsburg Presbyterian Church, presented a
check to Ashleigh Washington the Executive Director
of Faith in Action, in appreciation of their fine service
in Williamsburg.

Fellow WPC Members: We have a unique opportunity to help alleviate a food need in our community
from our own WPC kitchen. Children who receive meals at school need our help during the summer
vacation.
We have been invited to participate in a pilot program of the Greater Williamsburg Outreach Mission by
assembling bag lunches in our kitchen for 11 Monday mornings over the summer, beginning Monday,
June 18, 8:30 – 10:30am and ending on August 27. Other churches and entities are covering the other four
weekdays of this project.

Please consider signing up to help when you are available. No meal planning, shopping or cooking
required! Sign-up sheets are in Stevenson Hall during Sunday morning coffee time, and in the Welcome
Center during the week.
You can learn more and sign up on line through our website, mywpc.org. Questions? Contact WPC
member, Hazel Whitney (221-0312 or hazelwhitney@cox.net).

FISH Sunday: May 20 is Our Next FISH Food Pantry Collection Day at WPC
Recommended donations include the following: spaghetti and spaghetti sauce;
canned meat, chicken and tuna; cereal; boxed macaroni and cheese; saltine
crackers; applesauce and canned fruits; beans (great northern and baked) ; rice;
peanut butter; grape jelly; and canned soups and vegetables. Please bring in your
non-perishable food items so WPC can support those less fortunate in our community.
The schedule for FISH Food will be the 3rd Sunday of each month. The Christian
Outreach Committee thanks you for your donations.

Pill Bottle Donation a Success!
This year the Williamsburg Presbyterian Church held a pill bottle
collection program sponsored by the Outreach Ministry. The
collection was concluded in April 2018 and resulted in nearly 1,000
bottles being sent to the Matthew 25 Ministries of Cincinnati, Ohio.
The bottles will be used to repackage medicines for distribution to
developing countries all over the world. Thank you for your support
of this worthwhile project.
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MOPS NEWSLETTER

2017-18 Theme: Free Indeed
UPCOMING MEETING DATE
Thursday, May 17

What’s coming up in May?

5:30 to 7:30pm

Celebration with Yoga!

Stevenson Fellowship Hall

It’s time to celebrate! Our third WPC
MOPS season has come to an end. We
grew by a few, and will continue to grow
next year! Dress comfy for this last
meeting, as will be ending our season with a
relaxing evening of yoga. We will also take
a peek at next year’s theme, “Find Your
Fire.”

RSVP to Jodie Davis, WPC MOPS
Coordinator (jdavis@mywpc.org)
2017-18 MOPS fees for members:

$31.95 payable to WPC
Scholarships are available- it is the
desire of WPC that ALL moms
that wish to are able to participate!

For this final meeting of our season, ANY
mom of preschoolers (birth through
kindergarten) can join us for a “free
preview.” Join us to see what we do in
MOPS, and enjoy dinner for you and the
kids!

WPC MOPS meets at WILLIAMSBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 215 Richmond Rd., Williamsburg, VA 23185
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Presbyterian Women’s March Circle Meeting Dates
If the Circle meets at the church, the location is listed. If the Circle meets off-site,
please contact the Circle moderator listed for the location of this month’s meeting.
Circle 4:
Circle 1:
Circle 2:
Circle 8:
Circle 5:
Circle 14:
Circle 7:
Circle 3:
Circle 11:

Tuesday, May 1, 7pm (Dawn Schaible, dschaible@cox.net, 757-645-3317)
Thursday, May 3, 9:30am, WPC room LL010
Tuesday, May 8, 10am (Pat Underwood, pwu@case.edu, 757-220-8976)
Tuesday, May 8, 12pm (Barbara Smith, thebarbarasmith@cox.net, 757-229-8884)
Tuesday, May 8, 6:30pm, WPC room 222
Wednesday, May 9, 10am (Linda Pratt, tomrpratt@cox.net, 757-564-9090)
Thursday, May 10, 10am (Pam Maloof, pdkm@icloud.com, 757-253-6520)
Monday, May 14, 1pm (Dorothea Shannon, dshannon5@verizon.net, 757-229-6780)
Monday, May 14, 1:30pm (Kit Ober, kitandfritzober@yahoo.com, 757-345-0169)

“WELCOME TO THIS PLACE”
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN SPRING GATHERING
AND BIRTHDAY LUNCHEON
Wednesday, May 23, 2018 - Noon
Stevenson Hall
$8 per person

Hymn-a-Long, Part II

All women (and men!) of the church are invited to join
Presbyterian Women for an afternoon of fellowship, and a
wonderful “hymn-along.” WPC’s very own Bruce Brown returns
for the afternoon and will give us a brief history of church
hymns, and lead us in an old-fashioned hymn sing.
Please sign up and leave your payment ($8 per person) in the
Welcome Center no later than Sunday, May 20.
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNTIES
Volunteers Needed to Assist with Vacation Bible
VBS planning is already underway! The theme for this year’s VBS is Mighty Fortress! VBS will take place at St.
Bede this year, in their new education building, coordinated with our neighbor church, Williamsburg Baptist, during
the week of June 25-29, 2018, from 9am to noon. Many volunteers are needed to make this a dynamic, fun-filled
week for our youngest church members and guests. You do NOT need to have children attending VBS to
volunteer! ALL church members are welcome and encouraged to spend some time with our fun and energetic
kids! If you would like to volunteer to help plan VBS 2018, please contact Jodie Davis (jdavis@mywpc.org).
Volunteers are needed to direct and assist in the following areas: Car Line, Nursery, Opening and Closing,
Preschool (3 year olds), Arts and Crafts, Science Lab, Drama and Storytelling, Games, Snacks, Decorating, and the
rising 6th grade Mission Project. We also have important “behind the scenes” work to be done before, during, and
after VBS, if you are not able to be there during the week.
Registration information (for volunteers and kids) coming soon! Check your weekly bulletin, future issues of The
Kirk, the electronic message boards, and our Facebook page for updates!

Volunteers Needed to Assist in Our Church Nursery
Summer is almost upon us, and our wonderful William and Mary nursery
staff members are away for the summer, working, taking a much-needed
break, or studying abroad. We are looking for warm and nurturing
members of our church family that may be willing to serve as nursery
volunteers occasionally over the summer. We would like to invite you to
come and catch a glimpse of God’s love in the innocent faces of the
unique and special children in our nursery. Please prayerfully consider
making yourself available to help the youngest members of our
congregation begin their faith journey. If you are interested, please
contact Jodie Davis, Director of Childcare (jdavis@mywpc.org). Teens and adults are welcome to volunteer!
Emails will be sent out occasionally as the need arises for additional volunteers. Please feel free to respond to those
emails as your schedule permits. All volunteers ages 18 and over are required to have a current background check
on file with the church. Those forms are available in the church office, or in the Nursery, and can be returned to
Jodie, or to Lynne Bundick before volunteering.
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UKIRK: CAMPUS MINSTRY
A Glimpse of Guatemala: UKirk’s First Mission Trip
Words can hardly describe the power of our
college fellowship group, UKirk’s, first mission
trip we took to Guatemala through the
PCUSA organization, CEDEPCA. There were
8 college students, with myself and Adrian “A”
Williams serving as adult leaders.
I’m wanted to give you a glimpse into our time
there, and there is perhaps no better way to do
this than to share with you a journal entry
written by one of our seniors, Lauren Hoak,
who went on the trip.
Monday, March 5th, 2018
I have always been looking for “home.” I can
vividly remember having a conversation with my mother
at the age of 5, asking her where my home was. My parents had recently been divorced and my time was so split between my mom, dad,
and grandmother’s house, that I wasn’t sure what address to consider “home” anymore.
This search continued for 18 years, until I went off to college and found UKirk (then “Wesfel”), of like-minded individuals who
challenged each other to be better and walk more closely with God. Out of my 4 years in college, it is the only organization and
community that I’ve remained committed to for the entirety of my time at William & Mary.
My second trip to Guatemala with many of the ladies from UKirk, Rachel, and “A’, has driven that point home for me. Listening
to the inspiring talks today by leaders of CEDEPCA and walking through the campus at Universidad Francisco Marroquin, I just
couldn’t stop thinking about how lucky I am to be a part of THIS community, these people who take time out of their lives to travel to
a foreign country to examine pressing issues that are plaguing Guatemala and the greater world as a whole. These people, and this
community are home to me. They give me space where I can be me and freely express the things I’m passionate about as well as my
concerns for the world (which sometimes happen to be the same things).
Listening to Betty Carrera and Professor Hector [of CEDEPCA] talk about women’s issues and history in Guatemala today
(respectively), I felt a fire lighting inside of me and it was a fire that I could express to all of those around me, because they allow me that
place to share.
I am so grateful for this second opportunity to travel to and experience Guatemala and I am eternally grateful for those that I have
the privilege of sharing this experience with. Every moment has been a gift.
Perhaps the greatest privilege as pastor on this trip, was watching each of these 8 young women transform in their
own ways. I would like to thank those of you who joined us for lunch and heard their stories on Sunday, April 22nd
in Stevenson Hall, as they shared about our first missional experience as a college group, and how this trip
continues to impact their lives. ~Pastor Rachel Hébert
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On Wednesday morning, May 23, men of our church will meet at 7:00
am in Stevenson Hall for bible study and breakfast. This year the men
are studying Early Christian Letters. In May they will continue studying
the Epistle of James. This is an excellent opportunity for newer
members of our church community to get to know longer term
members. Join the men for coffee, fellowship, a home cooked bacon and eggs breakfast and lively bible discussion.
The study is over at 8:00am to encourage participation by men who report to work later that morning. See the
announcements in the worship bulletin for more details.

June Book Club: Hillbilly Elegy
Due to the fourth Monday falling on Memorial Day, our next meeting is June 4 and we will meet
at 2:00pm in Room 220 to discuss Hillbilly Elegy by J.D. Vance. Hillbilly Elegy is a memoir that
describes the author’s life in what he terms “hillbilly” communities. In presenting his own story,
Vance seeks to depict these communities in a general way and suggests why they are failing and
what can be done to reverse that trend. Since we don’t have a leader, we are asking each member
to bring a question.
After this meeting, we will not meet until September 24 at 2:00pm in the library. Our book is The
Elephant Company, by Vickie Croke, and Cynthia McCraw may have a guest leader for us. This book is the
inspiring story of an unlikely hero and the animals who helped him save lives in WWII. Suggestions to fill-out the
1918-1919 year through June are welcome at anytime especially by September meeting.
Questions, please contact Joann Dettmann, discussion leader (757-345-5717; dettjo2x39@gmail.com).
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