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We gather in the
name of Jesus Christ
to worship God and
by the power of the
Holy Spirit do God’s
work in the world.

2019 Stewardship Campaign
Dedication Sunday, October 21
9:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
The beauty of autumn and the certain anticipation of the changing of
seasons year after year are evidence of God’s care and constancy. The
Psalmist celebrated that care and constancy, saying in Psalm 89:1, “I will
sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever; with my mouth I will proclaim
your faithfulness to all generations.”
God’s Faithfulness to All Generations is the theme of this year’s
Stewardship Campaign.

Williamsburg
Presbyterian Church

215 Richmond Road
Williamsburg, VA 23185
(757) 229-4235
www.mywpc.org

For four Sundays, from September 30 through October 21, we are
celebrating God’s faithfulness to us and considering what Williamsburg
Presbyterian Church means in our own lives. All members of WPC are
urged to join in worship during this special season, and to prayerfully
consider our pledges of financial support for the Church’s mission and
ministries for 2019. We will place our completed pledge cards in the offering
plate on Dedication Sunday, October 21 (or mail them to the Church Office
by November 1), to provide for the work we do here together.
Jean Scott, Elder & Stewardship Chair

Please join us on Dedication Sunday, October 21.
Together, we will dedicate our pledges to WPC.

UPCOMING WORSHIP
THE KIRK COURIER
is published monthly by
Williamsburg Presbyterian
Church
215 Richmond Road
Williamsburg, VA 23185
Church Office Hours

Monday - Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Tel: (757) 229-4235
Fax: (757) 253-7737
www.mywpc.org
secretary@mywpc.org • wpcnews@mywpc.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES AT 9:30 & 11:00AM
9:30am service is live-streamed on the WPC website.
11:00am service is broadcast on FM 97.7 and AM 740.
You may also listen on-line at www.wmbgradio.com.
The weekly worship bulletin is available at www.mywpc.org.
Church School begins at 9:30am for children, youth and adults.
October 7

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Communion Sunday
Psalm 103

Pastoral Staff
John E. Morgan
Pastor/Head of Staff
jmorgan@mywpc.org
Harold McKeithen, Jr.
Covenant Pastor for Congregation Care
hmckeithen@mywpc.org
Rachel Hébert
Associate Pastor for Community Care
rhebert@mywpc.org

Program Staff

Adrian Williams
Director of Education Ministries
awilliams@mywpc.org
Jodie Davis
Director of Childcare, MOPS and VBS
jdavis@mywpc.org

Faithfulness to All Generations: Bless the Lord O
My Soul and Do Not Forget All His Benefits
October 14

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Job 23:5-17

Faithfulness to All Generations:
God’s Enduring Faithfulness
October 21

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Commitment Sunday
Psalm 89:1-9

Faithfulness to All Generations
October 28

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mark 10:46-52

Music Staff
Christopher Bechtler
Director of Music Ministries
cbechtler@gmail.com
Norman Elton
Organist
Assistant Director of Music
wnelto@wm.edu
Rebecca Elton
Carol Choir Director
rebecca.n.elton@gmail.com
Robin Restrepo
Director of Handbells
restrepofam@hotmail.com

Jesus Opens Eyes
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time

November 4

Mark 12:28-34

Getting Close Enough to See the Kingdom

November 11

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mark 12:38-44

The Trouble with Money

Administrative Staff

Lynne Bundick
Director of Administration Ministries
lbundick@mywpc.org
Vanessa Gamble
Church Secretary
vgamble@mywpc.org
Martha Reier
Administrative Assistant
mreier@mywpc.org

Facility Staff
Ed Brock
Facility Manager
ebrock@mywpc.org
Dennis Joyal
Sexton

Important News About the Kirk Courier Monthly
Newsletter Deadlines
The next issue of the Kirk Courier Newsletter will
be the November Kirk Courier. The deadline for
the this issue will be Friday, October 19. Please
keep in mind you are always welcome to submit your articles and
announcements early. You do not have to wait until the deadline!

Audio Technician
John Schoenberger

Williamsburg Presbyterian Church
WPC PYF
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OUR PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE
Get ready and mark your calendars! There are two important events coming up
that I hope you will make every effort to attend.
The first is Community Conversations on October 13th from 10:00 to 11:30am.
This is a new format for the fall Town Hall meeting. Instead of you listening to
reports, the Session will be listening to you! As we all dream and plan for a
vibrant future it is important for us to share our best experiences and listen to one
another as a community of faith. This will be an essential opportunity for the
congregation to share their hopes and dreams for our church with the Session and
one another in a positive way. I value our Town Hall meetings as a way of sharing
information, but I have also desired for those who attend to participate in the conversation about our church.
This format of Community Conversations will be a good complement to our February Town Hall meeting
where we will continue to give reports of all the ministries and activities of the congregation.
We need you in order to have this conversation! If you have never come to a Town Hall meeting this is a great
time to get involved. If you have come before to the Town Hall meetings, I know you care about this church and
I encourage you give this new format a try. The Session of WPC is made up of dedicated women and men who
serve Christ and this congregation with wisdom and love. Please partner with us in this endeavor to grow our
church.
The second event is sponsored by our Welcoming Congregation Committee. On November 17 from 9:00am to
12:00, we are having a seminar on “The Welcoming Congregation” led by special guest Rev. Henry G. Brinton.
Rev. Brinton is the author of the book, The Welcoming Congregation: Roots and Fruits of Christian Hospitality which
inspired our committee and our welcoming initiative. He is the senior pastor of Fairfax Presbyterian Church in
Fairfax Virginia and a regular contributor to USA Today and the Washington Post. In the introduction to the book he
writes, “Every time people sit down to eat and drink together there is the possibility that community will grow and
people will be reconciled to one another. This is good news for a fractured world, and a strong sign of the
importance of being a welcoming congregation that embraces all people with God’s love and grace.”
Our hope is that this seminar will take us to the next level of outward focused hospitality in our congregation. All
are invited to this special event because the only way we can be a truly welcoming congregation is if
everyone practices hospitality.
Do you want to see WPC grow and thrive? Then please participate and attend these wonderful opportunities to
strengthen our ministry. ~John

Save the Dates
Sunday, November 4 - 4:00pm: Celtic Worship Service, St. Stephen’s Episcopal, Richmond
On Sunday, November 4, the WPC van will take a group to Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church in Richmond to
attend their 5:30 pm Celtic Service and have dinner. We will leave WPC about 4:00pm. Their Celtic worship is
drawn from the liturgical traditions of Iona and Northumbria, and the music at these services is contemplative,
lively and haunting. Signup will begin the middle of October. At that time, please notify the WPC church office if
would like to join us. For additional information on the service check the following link:
https://www.ststephensrva.org/worship-and-prayer/sunday-evening/celtic-service/

Friday, January 25 - Saturday, January 26, 2019: Women’s Retreat
Watch future WPC publications for more information as it become available.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS
Summer of 2018 Youth Mission Trips Reflections
WPC Youth did three events this summer: Massanetta Springs Middle School Conference, Montreat Youth
Conference, CROSS, Charlotte, NC. Below are the reflections from Sydney Walker about the Massanetta Springs
Conference and Megan Davis about about CROSS.
In July this year we went to the Massanetta Springs middle school conference. Each year I go to the conference I
always come back having had a good experience, as well as having built my relationship with God. My favorite part
of going on this trip is all the time we get to spend together and how much we learn about one another. Massanetta
for me has always been learning about our community and the ways we interact with each other. Every year has a
different theme. This year’s theme was “Created, Claimed, Called.” We spent the 3 days we were at the conference
discussing the theme through music, worship, and dancing! Overall I think Massanetta was a great experience and I
was so lucky to be able to go and learn about myself and God. PYF Member Sydney Walker
In the beginning of August the youth took a trip to Charlotte NC where we worked with a church who has a
summer program called CROSS. This trip really means a lot to me because I really like to help people and for a
whole week I got to do what I love! The most inspiring site that we went to was a place called Charlotte Rescue
Center. At this place they housed men who have/had a drug or alcohol problem. There we cooked and served the
men lunch and had an opportunity to hear their stories. After lunch we played volleyball with them! This site was
most inspiring to me because it broke the stereotypes that I had about them. It also inspired me to look into joining
the Hunger & Homeless Ministry so that I can take what I learned at CROSS and bring it back to Williamsburg!
PYF Member Megan Davis

MOPS in October!
The WPC MOPS October meeting will take place on Thursday, October 18, at 5:30pm. We will be welcoming the
Williamsburg Fire Department, who will discuss with us fire safety, correct car seat installation, and answer any
questions we have. Please contact Jodie Davis, WPC MOPS coordinator (jdavis@mywpc.org) with any questions,
or to RSVP! You do NOT need to be a member of WPC to join the group, and friends are welcome! Dinner is
provided for all moms and kids in attendance.

Make a Joyful Mess Returns in Time for Christmas!
Interested in designing your own Christmas cards this season? Join Phoebe Williams and Kelly Kirkpatrick, and
other friends, to work on your own special creation!
When: Monday, October 22, Tuesday, October 30, Monday, November 5. We will meet in Room 220,
6:30pm-8:00ish. Please bring some of your saved Christmas cards with you to provide inspiration!
If you plan to attend, please let Phoebe (fleurdefi@gmail.com) or Kelly, (kirkpatrick4@juno.com) know.

Book Group Selections
The September book club, led by guest Barbara Reynolds, was a huge success. Bringing her nine years as n zoo executive in Syracuse, NY, she brought real and current insights into the discussion of Elephant Company, which she
had led at CW. The zoo where she worked was part of an elephant breeding program, and Barbara said that all zoo
animals are now bred in captivity except for an occasional, injured animal in the wild. All members enjoyed this inspiring, non-fiction book.
The WPC group will meet again on October 22 at 2:00pm. in the library. We will discuss The All-Girl Filling Station’s
Last Reunion by Fannie Flagg. Flagg highlights a little-known group in U.S. history and generations of families in an
appealing story about two women who gather their courage, spread their wings and learn, each in her own way, to
fly. Judy Austin will be our leader. Questions about the book club? Contact Joann Dettmann at (757-345-5717 or
dettjo2x39@gmail.com.)
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CHRISTIAN OUTREACH

Around the World in Mission 2018
If you are a newcomer to Williamsburg Presbyterian Church, you may suddenly feel surrounded by mission
projects and possibilities. And you are right. Over the last decade, the Outreach Team at WPC has grown from
one large and busy committee to EIGHT separate and active teams whose leaders meet together each month to
coordinate. Our bulletin boards and video screens beg for your attention!!
A few samples:
 In the last two years three new grads of William and Mary (our former UKIRK members) have returned from
yearlong assignments as Young Adult Volunteers (YAV's), living on subsistence in Uganda, Boston and New
Orleans. This fall, two more YAV's have begun work in what may be the most meaningful year of their lives!
Their presentations over lunch are "don't miss" occasions.
 Since mid-2017, the WPC Resettlement Team has prepared for and welcomed a beautiful young family from
Afghanistan. Now putting their refugee status behind them and settling into jobs and schools in Williamsburg, the
Salehs have won our hearts. In the process, we have also had three large gatherings of education about the
Moslem faith and many other issues of immigration. This group is now seeking a new format and a new leader.
 Missionaries? WPC supports a number of them and are delighted when they come tor Williamsburg to see us.
This fall we welcome back the Sthreshley family after many years of dedicated work in the Republic of the Congo,
a truly challenging place to be in ministry. Last year we welcomed Barry and Shelly Dawson, Presbyterian
"liaisons" overseeing the mission of PCUSA in nine countries of Southeast Asia. Just recently the Dawsons have
moved from Bangkok to a congregational ministry in Bonn, Germany.

Our biggest global project is in Chajul, Guatemala, where WPC has a covenant relationship with a church
building and a school that we've helped to build in an indigenous community. Our work there means helping
support the Beisswinger missionary family and partnering with the Central Presbyterian Church of Guatemala City.
Each year several teams of young people or adults journey to this remote mountain congregation to experience
learning, worshipping, baptizing, and finding more students to help educate.
Okay. Do you want to hear more? Perhaps you would enjoy being part of a knitting ministry, a prison
ministry, the UKIRK (college ministry), Hunger and Homelessness projects (including winter days of shelter
and hundreds of meals), work trips or disaster relief? How about Earthcare? If any of these interest you,
please let us know or inform the church office. We welcome you to join us!!
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Christmas is just around the corner and The Salvation Army needs
volunteers to dress teddy bears for Angel Tree children. Many WPC
members have participated in past, and had great fun making outfits for the
bears or just shopping for “bear clothes.” The bears will be available during
Sunday coffee fellowship starting October 7 and must be returned by
November 4. The bears will be displayed at the “Teddy Bear Tea” sponsored
by the Salvation Army Women’s Auxiliary, on November 8 at Bruton Parish’s
Lewis Hall from 2:00 – 4 p.m. There is a silent auction at the tea and special
bears may also be purchased. Please join us at the tea, even if you don’t dress a bear! Tickets are $20 for adults, $7
for children. Proceeds will be used to help less fortunate children and families in the Williamsburg area. Invitations
are available at the church office.
Contact Margie Ambrose (757-220-4707) or Sarah Avellar (757-565-2129) for more information.

Twenty members of Williamsburg Presbyterian Church
participated in The United Way Day of Caring on September 7
at the Jamestown Settlement.
Among the projects they assisted with were stacking wood,
mulching, moving bricks, sewing large mats for the Indian
Village, making flowers and putting together craft projects for
kids.

All the volunteer groups enjoyed a delicious breakfast
served at the 4-H club before work and a lunch of
pizza, salad and dessert was served mid day. Thanks
to the various restaurants who provided the meals.
People from various churches and organizations
participated in projects throughout the county. It
was a great experience, appreciated by the Settlement
and we hope to go back next year. Terry and Patty
Hancock were instrumental in organizing this effort on behalf of the church's Welcoming Committee.

WPC Outreach members
Dorothy Geyer, Jim Winthrop,
Janet Spring, Jim Kirkpatrick,
Barb and Chuck Timko traveled to
the Eastern Shore to work with
the local Habitat for Humanity.
A check for our annual
benevolence support was
presented to members of the Eastern Shore Habitat for Humanity.
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PRESBYTERIAN MEN
Presbyterian Men's Fellowship Breakfast Program
On Saturday, November 3, our Presbyterian Men’s Fellowship will have as its guest
speaker, Bill Francavilla, a Certified Financial Planner, consultant, author, and noted
speaker. Bill is the author of the book, The Madoffs Among Us, which is acknowledged as
an excellent guide on identifying scams, con-artists and others attempting to defraud
individuals of their investments and retirement savings. Bill has said that he is passionate
about educating people on how to “avoid getting ripped-off” and losing their savings to
unscrupulous predators. Don’t miss this opportunity to have breakfast with Bill and gain
valuable information from an expert on how you can protect your assets.
The meeting begins at 8:00am in Stevenson Hall with fellowship and breakfast. All men and women of the
Williamsburg community and guests are welcome. There is a time for fellowship, a great home cooked meal, and a
hymn sing. Please make your reservations by Wednesday, October 31, at the church Welcome Center so that we
can prepare enough home-cooked food for all. A donation of $5.00 will be requested at the breakfast.

Men’s Bible and Bacon Breakfast
On the second and fourth Wednesday of each month men of our church meet at 7:00am in Stevenson Hall for
bible study, fellowship, and breakfast. This October the men have been studying the Epistles of John. A study
guide is available. See the weekly announcements bulletins for more details. The study is over at 8:00 am to
encourage participation by men must work that morning. This is an excellent opportunity for newer members of
our church community to get to know longer term members. Join us for coffee, fellowship, a delicious home
cooked bacon and eggs breakfast and lively bible discussion.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
2018 Fall Luncheon and Thank Offering Collection: Diverse, Yet One in Christ
The Fall Luncheon will be held on Wednesday, October 24, noon in Stevenson Fellowship Hall. All women (and
men) of the church are invited to join Presbyterian Women for our luncheon, and an afternoon of fellowship with
other church members and guests. Our speaker will be Rev. Lynn Litchfield, Director of Development for Grace
Inside, Virginia’s Prison Chaplain Service. The cost of the luncheon is $8 per person. Please sign up and pay in the
Welcome Center by Sunday, October 21, to ensure that there is enough food for all.

November 2018 Presbyterian Women Circle meetings
If the Circle meets at the church, the location is listed. If the Circle meets off-site, please contact the Circle
moderator listed for the location of this month’s meeting.
Circle 1: Thursday, November 1, 9:30am, WPC room LL010
Circle 4: Tuesday, November 6, 7pm (Dawn Schaible, dschaible@cox.net, 757-645-3317)
Circle 7: Thursday, November 8, 10am (Pam Maloof, pdkm@icloud.com, 757-253-6520)
Circle 3: Monday, November 12, 1pm (Dorothea Shannon, dshannon5@verizon.net, 757-229-6780)
Circle 11: Monday, November 12, 1:30pm (Kit Ober, kitandfritzober@yahoo.com, 757-345-0169)
Circle 2: Tuesday, November 13, 10am (Pat Underwood, pwu@case.edu, 757-220-8976)
Circle 8: Tuesday, November 13, 12pm (Barbara Smith, thebarbarasmith@cox.net, 757-229-8884)
Circle 5: Tuesday, November 13, 6:30pm, WPC room 222
Circle 14: Wednesday, November 14, 10am (Linda Pratt, tomrpratt@cox.net, 757-564-9090)
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THANK YOU FOR SUBSCRIBING
TO THE E-KIRK COURIER.
HELP US SAVE A TREE.
INVITE SOMEONE TO SUBSCRIBE
BY VISITING OUR WEBSITE
MYWPC.ORG OR CONTACTING
THE CHURCH OFFICE.

nd

2 Annual PYF Trunk or Treat
Sunday, October 28, 4:30 to 6pm
ALL ARE WELCOME!

Families, please drop by (in costume!) for a fun-filled spooktacular
of trick-or-treating in a safe, family-friendly environment!
This is a free event for all!
WPC members and community members are invited to decorate a trunk and pass out goodies to our youngest
congregation and community members! Kids will trick or treat safely from trunk to trunk in one of the parking lots behind
the church. Sign up to host a trunk as a family, as a Sunday School class, Church ministry, or any other group.
PYF is also looking for volunteers to donate either home-baked cupcakes, or store-bought cupcakes. Nut-free
options are encouraged, but not required!
To register a trunk, or to sign up to donate cupcakes, please sign up in the Welcome Center, or contact Jill Walton
(thejillelizabeth@gmail.com) or Jodie Davis (garyandjodie@cox.net).
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