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Rally Day 2019 Highlights

We gather in the
name of Jesus Christ
to worship God and
by the power of the
Holy Spirit do God’s
work in the world.

The church year at Williamsburg
Presbyterian Church was kicked-off
on Rally Day, Sunday, September 9.
All children, youth and adult church
school classes resumed during the
9:30am hour. Church members and
visitors had the opportunity to fellowship together and learn about
opportunities at WPC such as serving, bible studies and outreach, a
ministry fair which was held in Stevenson Hall during coffee hour and
after the 11am worship service.

M i ssed R al l y D ay Events?
You can still be a part of WPC program s and mi ni stri es.
Vi si t our w ebsi te myw pc. org.
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SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES AT 9:30 & 11:00AM
9:30am service is live-streamed on the WPC website.
11:00am service is broadcast on FM 97.7 and AM 740.
You may also listen on-line at www.wmbgradio.com.
The weekly worship bulletin is available at www.mywpc.org.
Church School begins at 9:30am for children, youth and adults.
September 16

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mark 8:27-38
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September 23

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Luke 9:18-24

A Harder Cross Than We Thought
September 30

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Luke 15:11-32

Faithfulness to All Generations: A Family Legacy
October 7

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Communion Sunday
Psalm 103

Faithfulness to All Generations: Bless the Lord O
My Soul and Do Not Forget All His Benefits
October 14
October 21

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Commitment Sunday
Psalm 89:1-9

Faithfulness to All Generations
October 28

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mark 10:46-52

Jesus Opens Eyes
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Important News About the Kirk Courier Monthly
Newsletter Deadlines
The next issue of the Kirk Courier Newsletter will
be the October Fall Kirk Courier. The deadline for
the this issue will be Friday, September 21. Please
keep in mind you are always welcome to submit your articles and
announcements early. You do not have to wait until the deadline!

Audio Technician
John Schoenberger
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Williamsburg Presbyterian Church
WPC PYF

OUR PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE

I

stopped into Staples last week to pick up a new printer cartridge and it was a
flurry of activity and sales going on. You know this time of year parents are
taking their children shopping with a long list from the new teacher: Bic
pens, Ticonderoga pencils, three subject notebooks, and Crayola colored markers.
There is also the trip to the department store for new jeans, Nike’s, blouses and
shirts. It is exciting to get ready for the start of school. College students as well
will be buying new sheets for the dorm room, going to Costco to stock up on
snack supplies and packing the car for the trip back to college.
After the summer break the best part is always seeing friends you haven’t seen for a few months. It’s great to catch
up, hear about summer vacation adventures and finding out what’s new in their lives. You also get to make
connections with new students, incoming freshman or a transfer student who may become your new friend. It
feels good to get back in the routine of school and study. It is fun to be back with the good friends again.
The same is true for the church. You don’t need to go shopping for school supplies (except for the Sunday
School teachers) but it is great to be back to the church in full swing. The best part is always seeing friends who
may have been traveling during summer and finding out what is new in their lives. There are always newcomers in
the fall who we want to welcome and get to know, including freshman Ukirk students.
We are looking forward to a great start of the fall season at WPC with exciting programs, the start of Sunday
School, choir, and bells. There will be a new mix for the Dinners for Eight and the church picnic coming up. I’m
looking forward to a new Roundtable which will start mid-October. There will be new service opportunities and
seminars available as well.

I hope you are as excited to get the fall started as a first-grader with a new backpack. I can’t wait for it all to begin.
~John
You are invited to register for the next Roundtable Pulpit group with Pastor John
Morgan, which begins on Tuesday, October 16, and ends on Tuesday, November 13.
The Roundtable Pulpit is a group of lay persons that meets weekly. This is a 5 week
session that meets on Tuesday evenings, 7:00-8:30pm, in the Church Library to discuss
the biblical text for upcoming sermons.
You do not need particular qualifications or be a biblical scholar to be a part of the
group. The group will be limited to 15 members. This is a chance to learn about
sermon formation and how sermons function in the community. You will assist in
widening the preacher’s perspective, promoting collaboration and a public forum of
theology in the pulpit.
Based on the weekly conversation, a sermon will be written and preached by Rev. Morgan the next Sunday. It is
believed that from the Roundtable discussion, a richer, more meaningful and relevant witness to the power and
presence of God in our lives and in our world will be possible. Sermons are posted on the WPC website
(www.mywpc.org) or in print (in the church office) after they have been preached and comments or reactions to
them are always welcome.
To register, please contact Ellen Morgan (ellenkmorgan@aol.com; 717-487-7494). You will be contacted before
the first meeting to confirm your spot in the Roundtable Pulpit Group.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION









Wee Worship is a time for younger children in our church family to share in a special time of worship together
during the 11:00 a.m. worship service. After the Sharing Faith with Children portion of worship, children between
ages three through Grade 2 are invited to leave with the Wee Worship Leader to go to the Church Library. There,
the children will engage in prayer, singing, and hearing a story from the
Lectionary passage of Scripture. The children are returned to their parents
during the Affirmation of Faith or the hymn following the sermon.
Wee Worship is designed to be both a worship experience as well as a
learning experience. By participating in the worship of God, children have
an opportunity to experience God’s presence in a special way. During Wee
Worship, children can learn and rehearse several aspects of worship, from
a Call to Worship to a Benediction and Blessing as they leave Wee Worship. Parents who would like for their children to be taken to the Toddler
Room for the remainder of the 11:00 a.m. worship service are asked to
register their child in the Toddler Room prior to the service.
Parents and other members of the congregation are invited to become Wee Worship leaders. The rewards
and joys of this ministry abound! To learn more about Wee Worship, or to inquire about opportunities to
serve as a Wee Worship leader, please contact Terri Harris (harris_terri@yahoo.com) or Adrian Williams
(awilliams@mywpc.org).
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SUNDAY MORNING
LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
With five adult church school classes from which to choose, there are good opportunities for a wide variety of
interests to be pursued during the 9:30 a.m. Church School hour. All of these classes feature shared teaching
responsibilities, and all engage in lively discussion. Members, visitors and newcomers are always welcome.
Following are the class locations and a description of each class.

• The Present Word (Alpha’s) Class – Room LL011
• The Faith & Issues – Room 255 (Staff Hallway)
• The Fellowship Class – Room LL009


The Thoughtful Christian Class – Room LL010



The Family Matters Class—Room 249 (Staff Hallway)

The Alpha’s Class Study
The Alpha Class is a community who gather to study God's Word and carry that Word into our daily lives. We
follow a curriculum from our denomination (The Present Word) that is based on the Uniform Series of
International Sunday School Lessons, which is a lesson series that is used by Presbyterians as well as other
denominations both in the United States and around the world. The texts for these lessons are organized into
themes that give practical structure to our Bible study.
Our study for the fall of 2018 (September, October, and November) is entitled "God's World and God's People"
and uses texts chosen from Genesis. It covers God's creation of the world and and Adam and Eve, and then the
destruction of the world via a flood and the reestablishment of all through Noah and his family. Finally the unit
concludes by showing how God establishes a relationship with the patriarchs of the Hebrew people and their
families: Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah, Jacob and Rachel. Through it all, we learn how the God who
creates remains with us as our God who sustains.
The Alpha Class meets in room 011 on the lower level, at 9:30 on Sunday mornings. We welcome everyone to
attend. Come join us for a morning, a month, or forever. Direct any questions to Pete Hoyle, 757-206-6158 or
pete.hoyle@gmail.com. Coffee is available.

The Faith & Issues Class Study
The Faith and Issues class will challenge your thinking, encourage your faith, and support you in your spiritual
journey. They meet every Sunday morning at 9:30am in Room 255. This class discusses issues of faith and God’s
impact on everyday life. Contemporary issues, the impact of history, and various topics encourage lively
discussion, different perspectives, and continued learning about our faith. This class also selects a book for a
series of discussions several times during the year. The leadership is shared by several members in the group and
the discussion is always lively. This is a wonderful opportunity to share with others and continue to grow in faith.
For more information contact Sudie Watkins (757-784-4634 or sudiewat@gmail.com).
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The Fellowship Class Study
A lecture/discussion class that enjoys exploring faith through Bible study, praying for one another, asking
questions, and sharing each other’s concerns.
The Bible plays a central role in our study because it holds the words of life. We all have questions, but through
study and support we find there are ever more treasures to be discovered and applied in our lives. When His word
is shared faithfully and expectantly, we anticipate God will speak to our hearts and move us to greater
understanding and comfort.
To help guide us, several members of the class are also teachers who rotate from week-to-week, and through their
preparation and the resulting class comments, new context and relevance is brought to the ancient texts. In the fall
of 2018 the class will be studying the OT Book of Exodus. We welcome you to join us every week, or just
occasionally, in Room LL009. Call Ken Crumbly for more information (757-258-5422).

The Thoughtful Christian Class Study
We invite you to give the Thoughtful Christian adult class a try. They meet every Sunday morning at 9:30am in
Room LL010 (lower level) We're an intergenerational group that enjoys fellowship and discussion. We focus on
short- term studies that are of particular interest to the class, don't require much preparation outside of the class
and (for the most part) have a multi-media component. For more information, contact Brennan Harris
(mbharr@wm.edu).

The Family Matters Class Study
Join us as we share, question, grow, and learn together how to create a solid Christian foundation in our homes.
This class will focus on topics regarding family life and Gina Waddell is facilitating this class. For more
information contact her at ginahwaddell@gmail.com.

Squares Evening Bible Study
Gentlemen, as we near the end of our summer adventures, do not forget to mark your calendars now to attend the
recently-revitalized Squares Evening Bible Study which started on Thursday, September 6th, at 7:30pm in Room
255 (location may change due to size of group, please check the bulletin, Kirk and electronic message board for
updates). Squares will be held the first Thursday of each month, at 7:30pm, on the following dates:
October 6th, November 1, December 6th, and January 3rd.
The term Squares started on a simple play on words, as the WPC women have Circles, and many years ago, some
Circle spouses desired to see a devoted evening men’s group, so they figured we could at least be opposite of that!
As it turns out, there are multiple definitions of a square. To paraphrase Huey Lewis and the News, it is STILL
“Hip to be a Square!” When thinking of a definition that describes this desire, it is Webster’s Dictionary that states
that a square is “an open place or area formed at the meeting of two or more streets.” In biblical terms I am
reminded, much like the early church, where it is stated in Matthew 18:20 (NASB) “For where two or three have gathered
together in My name, I am there in their midst.”
Graciously, Jim Kirkpatrick has volunteered his time to lead the group through a journey of scripture and stories
that will enable participants to learn about “Old Stories for New Times.” Today’s world presents us with so many
challenges, yet having faith to draw upon will enlighten us together as we forge ahead each day.
If you would like to attend the Squares Evening Bible Study, please contact Gary Davis, at
gadavis90@gmail.com or by calling 757-903-4424. Remember: Don’t just be there, be Square!
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INTO THE WORD, INTO THE WORLD
DISCIPLE Bible Study – new members welcome
If you make my word your home you will indeed be my disciples……John 8:31
DISCIPLE is a program of disciplined Bible study that is created to encourage participants to discern their calling
as believers in Jesus Christ. It focuses on the disciple as learner, believer, follower, proclaimer, and servant while
providing the fellowship of a small group for study, prayer, preparation, support, and servanthood. DISCIPLE
calls on persons to put themselves under the power of God’s word, and be challenged by God’s word.

DISCIPLE: Into The Word, Into The World is a 16 session study of Luke and Acts. Participants will read daily
familiar passages, seeing them in fresh ways and expecting God to speak through them. Special emphasis on
Sabbath, spiritual disciplines, and each person’s ministry characterizes the study. This class meets on Monday
mornings from 9-10:30am, beginning September 10th in room 010 lower level. Questions? Please contact
Debbie Riley at 757-880-0097 or dcriley717@gmail.com

CHRISTIAN BELIEVER – Knowing God With Heart and Mind explores the traditional doctrines of the
church and their ties to scripture (both Old and New Testament). Writings of ancient and modern commentators
that interpret these beliefs are also explored. Participates consider what is at stake in what the church teaches and
how it makes a difference in their own lives, and where we as Christians stand. The study of the classical doctrines
of the Christian faith aims at presenting, explaining, and interpreting Christian doctrine as the basic teaching of the
church to the end that informed believing leads to committed discipleship. Every two weeks we tackle a different
topic or central teaching (Trinity, Grace, Justification, etc.). Participants are guided by a workbook, a readings
book and class videos. Although the class began this 30-lesson study last January, we always cherish the
opportunity to welcome new members and make sure they never feel ‘behind’. Class will begin with reviewing the
first eight lessons on Tuesday, September 11th at 10am in room 010 lower level. Questions? Please call either
Sarah Avellar (565-2129) or Betsy McCarter (564-7966).
For a sample lesson check out the DISCIPLE web site at https://www.cokesbury.com.
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Vacation Bible School 2019
And, just like that, Mighty Fortress: In Jesus, the Victory is Won VBS 2018 has come and gone! It was a
whirlwind week for 197 kids who took part in this year’s program. Our wonderful children found that “God is their
refuge and strength. Friends may fail them. They may not ace their test or make the team, but God promises to be their rock and their
salvation—their fortress and sure defense. So raise your banner! In Jesus, the victory is won!” (www.concordiasupply.com).
Many fantastic WPC adult and youth volunteers gave an hour, a day, and most the entire week to serving the
youngest members of our congregation, our neighbors from Williamsburg Baptist Church, our covenant congregation from Saint Bede, and many other families from churches in our area.
Our VBS mission project for the week, the Summer Meals for Kids program, was the recipient of hundreds of
items donated by our VBS kids and their families! The Christian Education committee would like to thank ALL of
the volunteers who were involved in the successful VBS adventure that started as we began the week with God’s
Might Tumbling Jericho’s walls (Joshua 6:1-20) on Monday, and grew bigger and bigger each day, as the kids took
the love of Jesus out of the church, to join with their neighborhoods and communities.
The Christian Education Committee hopes you will consider volunteering your time next year. Planning will begin
in January! Check your bulletin, the Kirk, the electronic message boards, and the WPC Facebook page for updates!
And mark your calendar now for next year! VBS 2019 will tentatively take place during the week of June
24-28! Hope to see you there! And don’t forget your space suit! We may be traveling to Mars!

Nursery Volunteers Needed for the 2018-2019 Church Year!
It has been a fun and crazy summer in the Nursery! We have had new babies, new families who will soon be joining the church, and visiting families (including many visiting and regularly-attending grandchildren!). We also had
some “graduated” preschoolers visit us over the summer to reminisce about their time with us in the Nursery.
While we’ll be sad to see our 4-year-olds graduate to Sunday School at 9:30, and Wee Worship at 11, we hope
you’ll continue to stop by the Nursery for hugs and high-fives! And, as always, everyone in the church is invited to
pop down the Nursery hallway and get to know our youngest church members.
The goal of the Nursery ministry at Williamsburg Presbyterian is to give a wonderful and welcoming first impression to young families, both members and visitors. In the WPC nursery, infants and toddlers receive safe, loving
and nurturing care in the Infant and Toddler Rooms. Childcare for infants and toddlers (through age 3) is provided for BOTH worship services (from 9am-12:15pm), and for many other events occurring in our church throughout the year.
Our Director of Child Care leads a highly qualified staff of child caregivers, along with church member volunteers.
The Nursery is staffed primarily by students from The College of William and Mary. All staff members are background checked (as are all volunteers over the age of 18), and Pediatric CPR and First Aid certified.
For the comfort and peace of mind for our families, the nursery also uses an optional pager system, where parents
can be notified by a silent pager during Sunday School or Worship Services if necessary.
If you have any questions, are a part of a group that would like to request childcare for your church event, or
would like to volunteer with this ministry, and get to know the youngest members of our congregation, please contact Jodie Davis (jdavis@mywpc.org, or 757-229-4235).
Thinking about volunteering? Click on the link below for seven GREAT reasons to serve our youngest church
members! http://ministry-to-children.com/church-nursery/
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WPC Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) Launch Party is set for September 20, 5:30pm!
WPC MOPS invites ALL interested moms of preschoolers (pregnancy through kindergarten) to the launch party that will kick off our FOURTH season at WPC!
This evening will include information on what MOPS is, what a typical meeting
looks like, what the MOPS Kids program will include, a showing of the theme video for the year, what your MOPS membership includes, and answer any question
you have about joining our MOPS group. And, of course, childcare is provided,
and dinner is provided for all moms and kids that attend. For more information, or
to RSVP (so we have enough food for all!), please contact Jodie Davis, WPC MOPS Coordinator
(jdavis@mywpc.org).

WPC MOPS is looking for Mentors!
What is a MOPS Mentor? According to the MOPS website (www.mops.org), “A Mentor is someone who walks a
few steps ahead and brings perspective on mothering, womanhood and relationships.” WPC MOPS is looking for several Mentors for this upcoming
season! Have you wanted to get more involved with our MOPS group, but
just can’t commit to coming to every meeting? Then this is your year! We
are looking for “seasoned” moms to join our group once or twice during
the season (September through May). You’ll attend the MOPS meeting, get
to know our MOPS moms better, and possibly lead a brief devotion. No
experience necessary! If you’re interested in joining us for our September
meeting (9/20) or our October meeting (10/18), both at 5:30pm, please
contact Jodie Davis (jdavis@mywpc.org). If you’re interested in attending future meetings, but don’t want to
commit now, let us know that, too!

WPC MomsNEXT? What is THAT??
Are your children “too old” for our MOPS group, but you’d still enjoy some
“mom time” and support through WPC? Then MomsNEXT may be for you!
A MomsNEXT group is meant to meet the needs of moms of school-aged children (elementary through high school), and the new and specific parenting challenges that come with this age group! As some of our dedicated MOPS moms
“graduate,” there is now some interest in starting this group, an extension of
MOPS, here at WPC. If you would be interested in finding out more, or possibly being a part of this group, please
contact Jodie Davis, WPC MOPS Coordinator (jdavis@mywpc.org). Contacting us doesn’t commit you to attending OR leading anything!
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CHRISTIAN OUTREACH
WPC Housing Partnership Event
Over three Saturday mornings in June and July a WPC team
repainted portions of the exterior of an elderly couple's home in
the Forest Glen subdivision of Williamsburg. Jim Kirkpatrick,
Ralph and Happy Simmons, Matt Underwood, Dave Lenderking,
and Jim and Dougie Winthrop provided the labor in support the
Williamsburg Housing Partnership. The couple was delighted
with our efforts. Their gratitude capped off what was an fruitful
and enjoyable project and another example of WPC service to
our community. The event was sponsored by the “Hunger and
Homeless” team of WPC's Christian Connections Ministry.
The next “Hunger and Homeless” opportunity for WPC
members to roll up their sleeves in service will be the October 4-6 Habitat for Humanity work project on the
Eastern Shore of Virginia. Keep your eye out for more information on that popular outreach project.
Housing Partnership is a local non-profit that provides housing repair services to low-income, sick, or disabled
residents in the Historic Triangle. Housing Partnership is in need of volunteers with carpentry skills as they
regularly construct wheelchair ramps and do flooring work. They have a regular group of such community
volunteers that work on Tuesdays and Thursdays. If you are interested please contact Brandie Weiler, Executive
Director of Housing Partnership at 221-0225

Prescription Pill Bottle Recycling Program Transitioning
The Earthcare Committee would like to thank all our members and friends for participating in Matthew 25
ministry that reuses or recycles used plastic medicine bottles. We have had a great response! Thanks to Alexa
Taylor who initiated and coordinated the program for the last year. Alexa is now starting her freshman year in
college and will not be able to be the lead on picking up and sending the bottles to the Ohio organization. As she
transitions, the Earthcare committee has felt that is was also time to transition the program to an individual
challenge. Last year’s earthcare theme was to learn how we can take personal responsibility in reducing the
disposal and use of plastics. The bottle program was first introduced during the October Earthcare dinner when
we featured the movie Plastic Paradise. We would like to challenge the congregation to continue to send the
bottles to the Mathew 25 organization directly.
The Mathew 25: pill bottle program is a ministry that fulfills the dual needs of improving medical care in
developing countries and caring for our environment. Their mission is to fulfill the scripture of Matthew 25:34-40
by providing nutritional food to the hungry, clean water to the thirsty, clothing to the naked, affordable shelter to
the homeless, medical care to the ill, and humanitarian supplies to those in need.
To participate individually, you can clean the bottles as directed on their website, place them in a zip lock bag, or
just send the bottles without any preparation. The former will go towards re-using the bottles for medicine and the
latter is collected and recycled directly by the organization in their Ohio facility. This ministry rescues and reuses
about 15 Million pound of excess corporate products, which include the bottles. Pill bottles that are not
appropriate to include with shipments of medical supplies are recycled for cash that goes towards Matthew 25:
Ministries’ programs. Please consider continuing your donations for this cause. You can find all the details on the
website: http://m25m.org/pillbottles/
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Guatemala Luncheon
On Sunday, September 30th at noon the Guatemala team members will show photos and talk about their great
June trip to Chajul. Come have a light lunch and hear about our new Covenant and our future plans with this
wonderful partnership.

Habitat Mission Work Trip -- Please Join Us!
Our annual Habitat for Humanity work mission is coming soon! We will be working with the Eastern Shore
Virginia Habitat group from October 4-6. There is a job for everyone, so please consider coming. We not only
work on a house but we also have a great time of Fellowship. We will leave early Thursday morning and return
Saturday afternoon and stay in the Hampton Inn at Exmore. Dinners will be in restaurants. For more information
please contact Dorothy Geyer at dorothygeyer@gmail.com. Deadline for signing up is September 30.

Where Did It Go?
In late November, 2017, a container holding 285,120 meals was shipped by
Rise Against Hunger to its partner, ORPHANetwork an organization that
nourishes lives through food assistance and other services in Nicaragua. The
50,112 meals we packaged the previous month were a part of that shipment.
This brings the total meals Williamsburg Presbyterian Church has packaged
since 2010 to 314,280. On Saturday, October 27, 2018, we will have our ninth
opportunity to again contribute to solving the world’s hunger problem.
Rise Against Hunger believes everyone on the planet has the right to the nutrition necessary to live life to his or
her full potential. Since its founding in 1998, Rise Against Hunger has grown exponentially — and in ways which
not only seek to relieve a crisis, but also to end hunger altogether.
Williamsburg Presbyterian Church has been a partner it Rise Against Hunger’s meal packaging program, but the
organization is also involved in implementing sustainable community development projects.
Rise Against Hunger’s long-term projects bolster local agricultural production and incomes through programs
promoting improved agricultural methods, business skills, and
market access. With training and access to quality seeds and
fertilizers, farmers can increase production and harvest a variety
of nutritious crops.
By supporting the establishment of fish and livestock
production, Rise Against Hunger provides pathways to
diversifying diets and improving nutritional outcomes. For those
who do not grow their own food, income is a key determinant in
being food secure. Through income generating activities Rise
Against Hunger help individuals increase their earning potential
and thus their consistent access to food.
While its long-term food security projects take root, vulnerable families and individuals still need to meet their
basic daily food needs. Rise Against Hunger’s volunteer-packaged meals support children’s attendance at school,
incentivize adults to learn a new trade, and bolster recipients’ health.
Williamsburg Presbyterian Church is again privileged to partner with Rise Against Hunger in its battle against
hunger. Look for more information in the Church Bulletins this month, and save this date, Saturday,
October 27.
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Building A Church
Williamsburg Presbyterian Church began its road to Guatemala in the summer of 2011. Christian Outreach and
Christian Education ministries searched for a meaningful Presbyterian mission that could lead to a relationship
with brothers and sisters in Central America. After some research
and much prayer, we decided to work with the Central
Presbyterian Church in Guatemala City and the remote
Presbyterian church congregation in Chajul. On our first visit to
Chajul, in March 2012, we were warmly received by Pastor Miguel
and the Chajul elders. Our discussions focused on getting to
know the people in the church, possibilities for education in the
area, and the building of a church for a growing congregation.
The WPC staff and congregation approved the partnership and
the following January, Rich Watkins and Pastor Karen Stanley
returned to Guatemala to sign a five-year covenant with the two
congregations in Guatemala City and Chajul.
Seven years ago, no Presbyterian church building existed in Chajul. Pastor Miguel had enclosed the space in front
of his house for worship. The people had faith and trusted God would provide a larger building. Pastor Miguel
had gifted his land on the steep mountainside above his home for
a new church, but a “shelf” had to be excavated to provide a level
site. With the covenant signed, and with support and
encouragement from WPC and Central Church, the people of the
Chajul congregation started to work to realize their dream.
Men and women, using small shovels, carved the shelf. Materials
were carefully sorted out as the mountain was cut away. Large
rocks went in a designated pile, smaller rocks in another, and dirt
was distributed to level the site. Once the site was cleared of
rocks and leveled, the foundation was begun. Terri Harris, with
the WPC high school mission team, worked on clearing the land
and they were in Chajul when the cornerstone was laid!
Some materials were needed to be purchased including steel rebar to support and stabilize the building. A
contractor was hired to help erect the reinforced concrete frame, install the roof and do specialized work that
required skills the people lacked. Most of the work was done by hand.
Day after day, women carried water in buckets up from the river to the construction site. Cement powder, small
stones, and water were mixed and placed by “bucket brigade.” The wall spaces between the frame members were
constructed of concrete and rubble (remember those small rocks
collected from the excavation). Our mission teams came with paint,
paint brushes, rollers, hammers, chisels, and other tools and labored
alongside the villagers in finishing the interior. Window frames and
doors were constructed from local timber, shaped with machetes
and with hand tools brought by our mission teams.
Throughout the project, our mission teams and the Chajul
congregation worked together under the leadership of their
elders. The architectural design, materials used, and the colors
selected for the church evidenced the colorful artistic heritage of the
people of Chajul.
The completion of the large church was celebrated in 2014 as an
enthusiastic brass band and parade of villagers and our mission team marched up the steep road and entered the
open church doors! WPC Pastor Lindsay Santamaria was invited to participate in the service along with Pastors
Jenner and Alvero from Central Church and our missionary Philip Beisswenger. This church plan unfolded
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because of faith in God’s purpose, and the people’s obedience to
God’s call. The partnership grows because the Chajul
congregation is highly motivated, the Central Presbyterian Church
staff often visit Chajul, and our mission teams willingly work
alongside the people of Chajul developing their trust and forming
friendships.
Over the years WPC members have contributed funds and worked
in the building process. Today a large church and adjacent
education building have been completed and work is beginning on
a second floor above the education building. These two floors will
allow enough space to establish a middle school
But that is another story!

Pictured here are Latisha’s House Foundation
Executive Director Elizabeth Ameling
accepting a check for their capital fund raising
campaign from George Gilfillan representing
the Williamsburg Presbyterian Church
Endowment Fund. Looking on are Lauren
Newell, Administrative Manager of Latisha’s
House, and WPC Elder Tom Bozek.
Latisha’s House provides a safe house
dedicated to helping women trapped in
negative circumstances or exploited by the sex
industry find their way. Once safe, the women
acquire the tools to become survivors and live healthy and productive lives. For more information, go to the
website at: www.latishashouse.com.

Dear WPC Family and Friends,
Thank you for all the Love and Support with which you have
surrounded me since I escaped with my life, lost all my
possessions and relocated to an apartment at Brookdale.
Your hugs, moral support, and very generous gifts are
overwhelming and very much appreciated. WPC, my
precious church family keeps me going and your prayers and
love are helping me get through a very difficult time. Thank
you, thank you all.
Blessings and love,
Jeanette Weaver.
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MUSIC MINISTRY
Sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs to God with thankful hearts. —Colossians 3:16

Making Music… Singing Faith

Sanctuary Ringers

As we head into the fall, our music ministry is making
plans for another full season of worship. The many
ensembles that make up our music program begin
rehearsals in late August or early September. Now is the
perfect time to make plans to participate in one or
more of our choirs. There are many rewards in store
for those willing to take time to develop their Godgiven musical abilities. Making music satisfies the
intellect and spirit, invigorating both mind and body. In
addition, our choirs provide wonderful opportunities
for fellowship, allowing you to enter more deeply into
the rich Christian community that is Williamsburg
Presbyterian Church. Come join us!

Open to experienced adult ringers
Director Robin Restrepo
restrepofam@hotmail.com – (815) 404-3030
Rehearses Tuesday
afternoons, 3:00 to 4:30pm
The Sanctuary Ringers is an intermediate to advanced
level bell choir. Some ringing experience and music
literacy is preferred. The choir participates in worship
several times a year.

Genesis Ringers
Open to all adults
Director Robin Restrepo
restrepofam@hotmail.com – (815) 404-3030
Rehearses Wednesday Evenings, 6:30 to 7:30pm

Chancel Choir

The Genesis Ringers is a beginning bell choir. This is a
safe and fun environment in which to refresh your
musical knowledge. If you’ve always wanted to be in a
choir, but don’t enjoy singing, come join us and
experience the joy and fellowship that comes from
working together making music. The choir participates
in worship a few times a year.

Open to adults of all ages
Director Chris Bechtler – cbechtler@gmail.com
Rehearses Wednesday evenings, 7:30 to 9:00pm
The Chancel Choir provides music for the 9:30 and
11:00pm worship services and special events
throughout the year. Drawing from the rich, diverse
musical heritage of the church, we sing music as old as
sixth-century hymns and as new as music
commissioned especially for us.

Westminster Ringers
Open to college-age ringers
Director Norman Elton
wnelto@wm.edu – (757) 293-8346
Rehearses Thursday evenings, 7:30 to 9:00pm

If you’re new to singing in a choir, there are section
leaders and many volunteers with musical backgrounds
who can help facilitate the learning experience. All
singers are welcome!

The Westminster Ringers is an intermediate to advanced
bell choir. Some ringing experience and music literacy is
preferred. The Westminster Ringers explore the creative
frontiers of this emerging genre, using a wide range of
repertoire.

The Chancel Choir is a family, and we strive to create a
community worthy of the name Christian. We are a
part of each other’s lives, sharing joy and concerns,
praying for and supporting one another.
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CHOIRS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH
Opening Doors
We offer a variety of opportunities for your child
to develop their musical abilities.
We know that your child’s education is important
to you. A child who regularly participates in our
choirs from kindergarten through high school will
become musically literate, allowing them to enjoy
and participate in the musical life of any church or
community they become a part of when they are
adults. In conjunction with our Christian
Education ministry, participating in a choir can
also be an important part of a child’s spiritual
development, providing many opportunities for
meaningful discipleship.

Carol Choir
Open to Children in Kindergarten through 2nd Grade
Director Rebecca Elton – rebecca.n.elton@gmail.com
Rehearses Thursday Afternoons 4:30 to 5:15pm

Youth Choir
Open to all Middle and High School age Youth
Director Chris Bechtler – cbechtler@gmail.com
Rehearses Sunday Afternoons 4:30 to 5:30pm

The Carol Choir offers very young children a first
encounter with organized music making. The emphasis
is on simple rhythmic and melodic exercises, using
simple musical examples to introduce young minds to
the idea that music is a language that they can learn
and enjoy. The Carol Choir meets at the same time the
Junior Choir does, making it convenient for families
with children in both age groups to attend.

The Youth Choir offers opportunities for young
people to develop their musical abilities as they
prepare both vocal and bell music for use during
worship throughout the school year. If you’ve been
a member of our Carol and Junior Choirs, you’ll
continue learning the language of music and the
basics of vocal technique. If this is your first time
joining a choral or bell choir, you’ll experience the
unique satisfaction making music for worship
provides.

Junior Choir
Open to Children in 3rd through 5th Grade
Director Chris Bechtler – cbechtler@gmail.com
Rehearses Thursday Afternoons 4:30 to 5:30pm
The Junior Choir introduces elementary school age
children to the fundamentals of musical notation,
vocal and handbell technique, sacred music history,
and liturgy. The language of music incorporates ratios
and fractions, poetry, language, and history, which can
also help young minds as they encounter these
concepts in school. The Junior Choir is a place where
children learn the importance of Christian discipleship,
reinforcing all that they encounter in Sunday School
and other Christian Education opportunities offered
by the church. The members of the Junior Choir are
encouraged to pray for and support one another. The
Choir participates in worship several times a year.
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WPC NEWS
Look for Volunteers to Help with New Software System
WPC is seeking members with experience in selecting and installing software systems to be
part of a project team to replace our aging church management software. The team will be
sponsored by the Resources Ministry and work with Lynne Bundick, WPC Director of
Administration and other staff members as necessary. The project is scheduled to begin in
early 2019 and must be completed by the end of that year. If you have expertise in
software evaluation, selection and implementation and are interested to participate in this important effort, please
contact Hans Schwartz, hansfschwartz@gmail.com or (757) 645-0802 for more information.

Bring Your Cushion to Church Campaign!
We are experiencing some minor problems with the tufting of our beautiful pew cushions.
Thankfully these cushions are still under warranty by the manufacturer, Waggoners, Inc. of
Hutchinson, Kansas. The cushions are scheduled for pickup sometime during the week of
September 17th. They will be gone for approximately 5 ~ 6 weeks for repairs and returned when
they have a truck coming to the east coast in late October. This is a preliminary schedule, so there
may be adjustments to the dates. Please watch for updates in WPC publications.
Starting September 23, if you would like a more comfortable seat during worship, please
bring your own cushion. If you have extras, please bring for our visitors. We are sorry for any
inconvenience this may cause.

Save the Date: Sunday, November 4 - 4:00pm
On Sunday, November 4, the WPC van will take a group to Saint Stephen’s
Episcopal Church in Richmond to attend their 5:30 pm Celtic Service and
have dinner. We will leave WPC about 4:00pm. Their Celtic worship is
drawn from the liturgical traditions of Iona and Northumbria, and the
music at these services is contemplative, lively and haunting. Sign-up will
begin the middle of October. At that time, please notify the WPC church
office if would like to join us. For additional information on the service
check the following link:
https://www.ststephensrva.org/worship-and-prayer/sunday-evening/celtic-service/

Book Group Selections
The WPC Book Group will meet on Monday, September 24 at 2:00pm in the library to discuss The Elephant
Company by Vickie Croke. This book is the inspiring story of an unlikely hero and the animals who helped him save
lives in WWII. Book group member Cynthia McCraw has invited a guest leader and participant for our
discussion—Barbara Reynolds. Barbara retired to Williamsburg 10 years ago. She is a member of 4 book clubs,
including a couples club she and her husband started 6 years ago. She has been a member of Christopher Wren's
Book Lover's for 19 consecutive semesters. She also worked at a zoo that had an Asian elephant breeding
program! She loves reading different books and discussing them with others. Questions: Joann Dettmann
(dettjo2x39@gmail.com.)
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PRESBYTERIAN MEN
Presbyterian Men's Fellowship Breakfast Program
The Presbyterian Men's Fellowship meets for breakfast on the first Saturday of each month from October through
May in Stevenson Hall. We begin with coffee, fellowship, and breakfast at 8:00 o’clock and follow with a guest
speaker on a topic of timely interest. All men and women of the community are welcome.
We begin our fall program on October 6th. Speakers for the program throughout the year are selected to address a
range of topics of interest to church members. In past years, these speakers have greatly enriched our knowledge
of our community, church, nation, and world. Watch for information on our October speaker in the church
bulletin and e-newsletter.
Please make your reservation at the church office (757-229-4235) not later than Wednesday, October 3rd, so that
our kitchen staff can prepare a sufficient amount of food. A donation of $5.00 will be requested at the breakfast.
Plan now to be a part of these WPC Men's Fellowship breakfasts. This is a time of fellowship, a great home
cooked meal, prayer, a hymn sing, and an excellent program. These breakfasts come with a guarantee: you will gain
new insights and new perspectives with opportunities to learn about timely issues and topics from experts in their
fields. You will enjoy the friendship of other members of our congregation, and others from our community, who
are drawn by the appeal of these noted speakers.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Presbyterian Women– Inside the Church!
While Presbyterian Women (PW) is involved in many aspects of church life out in the world, we do hold to the
tradition of monthly Circle meetings (September through May) and luncheons (October and May). All of our
Circles study the same Presbyterian Women study guide, from Horizons. This year, our study is called God’s
Promise: I Am With You. According to www.presbyterianwomen.org: “In nine lessons, this study traces God’s
recurring promise of presence from Genesis through the Gospels—from the beginning to the end of the age.
God’s “I am with you” promise is spoken in varied circumstances and to many different people throughout
scripture. Some instances may be quite familiar, while others might surprise you. Throughout this study,
participants will reflect on how the promise of God’s presence speaks beyond the pages of the Bible, to their own
circumstances. Individually and as a community, we will be encouraged to both see and seek God’s presence with
us in the extraordinary and the ordinary experiences of our lives. The author of Hebrews asserts, God “has said, ‘I
will never leave you or forsake you’” (Heb. 13:5). This study will confirm that God has, indeed, made and kept that
very promise, again and again.”
We are a thriving group, with NINE current and very active Circles. Some Circles have been together for many
years, and one Circle is just going into its third year! We meet during the day, and in the evening. Circles support
many different programs inside the church (such as sending college care packages to WPC kids in their first year of
college, and providing dinners for our own UKirk students). ALL of our PW Circles are welcoming and accepting
new members! Feel free to “Circle shop” to find the Circle that best meets your needs. Please see page 16 for
information on when and where our September Circles will meet, and join in! All women of the church are invited
to become a part of any aspect of Presbyterian Women! New members are welcome at all Circle meetings, and at
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any events/activities! Childcare is provided (upon request) for Circle 5. For more information, or to get involved,
please contact PWCT 2018-2019 Co-Moderators, Pat Underwood (pwu@case.edu) or Margie Newcomer
(newcomer1953@gmail.com).
But what about those luncheons, you ask? Twice a year, we get together, have a wonderful lunch, with tons of
fellowship, and a wonderful speaker/presentation. In the fall, we collect a Thank offering, and in the spring, we
collect a Birthday offering. Both of these collections are donated to the Presbyterian Mission Agency, which in
turn supports many different programs throughout the world (www.pma.pcusa.org). Mark your calendars now for
our Fall Luncheon, which will take place Wednesday, October 24, at noon, in Stevenson Hall.
We are also very active as a PW Coordinating Team within WPC. PWCT members coordinate the Gift of
Christmas campaign. Entering its 14th year this fall, Gift of Christmas has raised just under $100,000 for programs
in our area! PW has also had a hand in organizing the Kitchen Committee, which has made great strides in
updating and maintaining our kitchen, providing much-needed TLC along the way! The Book Club is also a part of
the Presbyterian Women. Be sure to join the next meeting! It will take place on Monday, September 24, at 2pm in
the church library. The book for the month will be Elephant Company: The Inspiring Story of an Unlikely Hero
and the Animals Who Helped Him Save Lives in WWII, by Victoria Constantine Croke. The group is fortunate to
be welcoming a guest speaker from the Christopher Wren.

September 2018 Presbyterian Women Circle meetings
If the Circle meets at the church, the location is listed. If the Circle meets off-site, please contact the Circle
moderator listed for the location of this month’s meeting.
Circle 4: Tuesday, September 4, 7pm (Dawn Schaible, dschaible@cox.net, 757-645-3317)
Circle 1: Thursday, September 6, 9:30am, WPC room LL010
Circle 3: Monday, September 10, 1pm (Dorothea Shannon, dshannon5@verizon.net, 757-229-6780)

Circle 11: Monday, September 10, 1:30pm (Kit Ober, kitandfritzober@yahoo.com, 757-345-0169)
Circle 2: Tuesday, September 11, 10am (Pat Underwood, pwu@case.edu, 757-220-8976)
Circle 8: Tuesday, September 11, 12pm (Barbara Smith, thebarbarasmith@cox.net, 757-229-8884)
Circle 5: Tuesday, September 11, 6:30pm, WPC room 222
Circle 14: Wednesday, September 12, 10am (Linda Pratt, tomrpratt@cox.net, 757-564-9090)
Circle 7: Thursday, September 13, 10am (Pam Maloof, pdkm@icloud.com, 757-253-6520)
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Upcoming Programs, Events and Resources at Hospice House
Hospice House & Support Care of Williamsburg is a social-model hospice that provides physical, emotional, social
and spiritual support to enhance the quality of living for individuals facing the last phases of life and the people
who love them. The Hospice House itself is a spacious residence that is a home away from home for our guests
and their families. Support care services range from companionship in families’ homes to extensive bereavement
programs provided to families throughout the community. Hospice House & Support Care of Williamsburg is a
501(c)(3) organization that is entirely funded by contributions. No family or individual ever receives a bill for our
services and support; nor do we accept Medicare, Medicaid or other reimbursements.
Hospice House is offering a two support groups beginning this month. The Fall Bereavement Support Group
which began Tuesday, September 4, 2018, is a support group for any adult in the community who has experienced
the death of a loved one. The group will meet every other Tuesday, 10:00-11:30am through Tuesday, November
13, 2018. Registration is required.
A new bereavement support group for younger widows and widowers, Way: Widowed and Young, is specifically
for young widows and widowers in their 30’s—50’s who are dealing with the death of a spouse or partner. The
group began on Thursday, September 13, 2018 and meets the second Thursday of each month, 7:00-8:30pm. Registration is also required for this group.
For more information on the supports groups and other programs, events and resources please call Hospice
House & Support Care of Williamsburg at 757-253-1220 or visit www.williamsburghospice.org.
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Dinner 8 Fellowship – Dining In or Dining Out
Back for its 18th year! Make new friends and renew acquaintances. Join Dinner 8 Fellowship. Singles and
couples are welcome to join a dinner group.
What is Dinner 8 – Dining In? Participants are grouped into parties of six or eight. Each party shares a meal
every month or two, taking turns at each one’s house. The host family for the evening prepares the entrée and
provides a beverage while the rest of the party brings the other courses.
What is Dinner 8 – Dining Out? Six or 8 participants will gather for a meal out. Participants can vote on a place
to eat or take turns on who chooses.
The kick-off for the Dinner 8 season will be a potluck dinner for all participants on Sunday, October 21
starting at 6:00pm in Stevenson Hall.
Sign-up forms are in Sunday bulletin or pickup one in the Welcome Center. Have questions? Contact
Happy Simmons (757-564-7373) happynralph@verizon.net
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