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About the Season of Creation,
Pentecost 2 2018
Come, celebrate with all Earth’s creatures – our kin – in the
garden planet Earth. This is the Season of Creation.
During this four-week season, we experience God’s nurturing presence and acknowledge Earth as our teacher, source,
and guide; and take our place within Creation rather than
over and above it. We recognize, also, the crisis that Creation
faces through human exploitation. As we imagine a world
where beauty is destroyed, we are encouraged to live in and
toward restored and renewed heavens and Earth.
From the blue-green colour of the Season of Creation – or orange, depending on your tradition – we return to the Season
after Pentecost. Sometimes called Ordinary Time, we, with
the community of Mark’s gospel, discover that the way for
disciples of Christ is anything but ordinary.
We are called to be bridges not barriers; to contemplate the
tough questions, address those things that get in the way of
faithful living; and to embrace the way of inclusion, love,
and just living.
The gospel of John leads us on the last Sunday of the church
year, the Reign of Christ Sunday, where we contemplate our
response to the one who is Truth and who speaks truth to us.

Love One Another, Gouache painting
Original Art © Durga Yael Bernhard /
durgabernhard.com.
Used by permission.
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This Season of Creation,
Pentecost 2 for Ages 5–12
The Season of Creation, observed during the first four
Sundays of September, will introduce children to stories that focus on the Planet Earth, on Humanity, on
the Sky and heavenly bodies, and on Mountains. Aqua
is the colour for this season, representing the bluegreen colour of the planet as seen from outer space.
The resource sheet “O Great Earth” (p. 114) includes a
piece of music that can be used during the gathering
and blessing rituals for this season.
The Season after Pentecost continues on the final
Sunday of September and during the months of October and November. We return to the colour green in
the worship space, representing a time of growing in
faith. In this season of “ordinary time,” children will
explore stories about Jesus’ teachings from the gospel
of Mark.
Welcoming rituals are important for this age group.
Taking time to hear about their experiences since the
last time the group was together offers a sense of continuity for those who can’t come every week. It offers a
way of connecting with the children in the group and
hearing about their experiences since the last time the
group was together. Each session then begins with a
ritual for setting the worship space, lighting the candle,
and saying a prayer together. Sounding a small bell or
“singing bowl” will help gather the group together and
provide a few moments of silence during the opening
worship time and as children gather again at the end
of the Engage section.
Ideas for setting worship and learning spaces,
community building games, and integrating
music and visual arts can be found in the booklet From Start to Finish in the Library on the Seasons website.

Respond section can be self-directed; others are designed
so that a leader or an older child is present to help younger
children. Before the beginning of the season, review the
introductory pages (pp. 1 and 2) and the Letter to Families (p. 107); add information about family programs that
your congregation has planned for these seasons and any
special activities you have planned for the group.
Bibles Encourage older children to bring their own Bibles
or provide Bibles for use during the sessions. Some
Engage sections include a “Bible research” option for
older members of the group. Unless otherwise stated,
scripture references are from the New Revised Standard
Version. A large laminated poster, The Books of the Bible, is
available for purchase from the Seasons website.
Art posters included with this resource offer opportunities to engage with fine art. Information about integrating
art into weekly sessions is provided in the article “Connecting with the Art – Season of Creation, Pentecost 2,
2018” (pp. 115–116). The Seasons of the Church Year poster is
a laminated colour teaching poster that can help children
understand the flow and colours of the church year. It is
available for separate purchase from the Seasons website.
Music for this season can be found in the following
resources available for separate purchase from the
Seasons website: Seasons Songbook (Volume 7)and the
Seasons Music CD (Volume 7); downloadable sheet music
and MP3 recordings for Volume 7 are available at www.
seasonsonline.ca.
Basic supply kit Stock a container with clear tape,
masking tape, scissors (children and adult sizes),
glue sticks, white glue, washable felt markers,
crayons, coloured pencils, pencils, stapler, hole
punch, removable adhesive. The Prepare section
in each week’s session will only list supplies not
included in this kit.

Leadership The Multiage sessions are designed to be
led by a team of leaders. One leader may take the lead
each week, providing leadership for each section of the
session, or leaders might divide the sections of each
session amongst themselves. Some activity zones in the

2
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Planet Earth Sunday

September 2, 2018

This is a season in which we realize Earth is leading, teaching all its inhabitants to
worship the Creator. When we see Earth as a point of deeper connection to God, we
learn to join creation in the rhythms of worship and Sabbath, which Earth knew long
before we were born.

Focus scripture: Genesis 1:1–25
The original use of this creation story was
likely liturgical, addressing a community of
exiles. It came out of the priestly tradition
and was written during the Babylonian exile
when Hebrew exiles longed for God to find
order out of their chaos. Here the Creator is
described as sweeping over the chaos and
disorder and setting everything in its place
and role. There would be seasons, days, and
years to mark the passing of time, and God
would delight in all that had been created.
In the midst of despair or hopelessness,
when a people feel that God is too absent
or too far from their cries, this text of
proclamation assures that the Creator
continues to create in the face of chaos, or the
formless void. Everything comes alive with
God’s very word and continues to burst forth
with life.
The text also puts the intricate design
of creation back in the hands of the Creator.
Creation is not a one-time act but rather
comes to life in God; God is both distant
and intricately involved. Creation is not
autonomous. The literary structure of the
text moves from the cosmic to the mundane.
It begins with the creation of light and sky
then moves to Earth, to vegetation, to seed, to
the plunging depth of the ocean – including
even the sea monsters. With our modern
perspective, it might be the same movement
we see with Google maps, starting from our
satellite view of Earth and zooming in at
every stage, closer and closer to a street view.
The image calls forth both a deep reverence
for planet Earth and its blue and green
swirling beauty, and a connection with all
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of the intricacies of our daily life, or “street
view.”
This comforting liturgical text, which
begins the Bible, is an invitation to reverence.
It is a call to open our understanding of God’s
story as one infused with God’s ongoing
presence. God speaks the first word of what
will be an ongoing dialogue throughout
history. It is a premise from which other good
news is possible.
Psalm 33:1–9 repeats the liturgical call
to Earth and Earth’s creatures to recognize
the steadfast love of God in all Earth and to
stand in awe of God speaking life into being.
In Romans 1:18–23, the community is refuted
for not paying attention or knowing God in
the intricate presence of creation all around
them. John 1:1–14 describes Christ as God’s
Word. The same Word that brought forth life
out of chaos and continues to reveal itself in
the life of creation and the life of God’s flesh
amongst us.
•••••
Planet Earth Sunday is a day to remind us
that worship is meant to connect us to the
Earth in a specific way. Worms and rabbits
digging holes in the dirt so they may find
restful shelter show us how to get closer
to God. To bury one’s feet into the sand, to
feel the particles’ caress, is an act of delight
in the creation and therefore a vital part of
worshipping the Creator. We can focus on
the aspects of God’s nurturing presence and
refreshing spirit when we adapt our liturgy
to acknowledge the ways the Earth is our
teacher, our source and our guide as we learn
what it means to observe the Sabbath.

Season of Creation

(Year B)

Focus scripture
Genesis 1:1–25
Additional scriptures
Psalm 33:1–9
Romans 1:18–23
John 1:1–14
Resources based on
semi-continuous
readings of the Revised Common
Lectionary can be found at www.
seasonsonline.ca/RCLresources.

Creator God, we
enter into the
Season of Creation
with hope that
you will show us
the myriad ways
creation worships
you. The soil under
our feet and all
that bursts forth
from it reveal your
love. Teach us how
to rest in solidarity
with the web of
life that holds us
together with you.
Amen.

If you have Internet
access, visit
www.seasonsonline.ca
to access Spirit
Sightings for
connections between
current events and the
focus passage.
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The Focus for Ages 5–12

T

he younger children in this age group
usually enjoy being outside and are
beginning to understand their relationship with the Earth and all of creation. Older
children will be studying environmental
issues in school and participating in environmental projects through clubs and community groups. Even as they celebrate creation,
fears about the future of the planet may also
trouble some children because of the images
they see about global warming and climate
change.
The four-week Season of Creation begins
this week, a time to support children in
their appreciation for creation, to cultivate

an understanding of God’s relationship with
creation, and to increase awareness of ways
they can be caretakers of creation. Most children are optimistic about the effectiveness of
their own individual efforts. The session can
inspire group members to see their efforts
to protect and preserve the Earth as part of
their faithfulness to God, adding a life-giving
dimension to the responsibilities and obligations they face as inheritors of a planet in
crisis. Pray that the children will always be
drawn to the wonders of God’s creation and
will feel their connection to the Earth as they
engage in a lifetime of caring for God’s creation.

Prepare
Before the session
q Read and prayerfully reflect on this

week’s focus scripture, Genesis 1:1–25,
and biblical background material (p. 3).
q Review “About this Season…” (p. 1) and

“This Season of Creation, Pentecost 2 for
Ages 5–12” (p. 2).
q Bring basic supply kit (p. 2), matches,

candle snuffer, offering basket, and, if
possible, Seasons Songbook (Volume 7),
Seasons Music CD (Volume 7), CD or MP3
player; downloadable sheet music and
MP3 recordings are available at www.
seasonsonline.ca.
q Bring items for worship space in a basket:

aqua cloth, candle, Bible with bookmark
placed in focus passage.

Gather
q Bring a small bell or “singing bowl”

and resource sheet “Season of Creation
Resources” (p. 110).
q Bring magazine and calendar pictures

(the Planet Earth, creatures, day and night
scenes, oceans, landscapes, stars).

q Groups: no additional materials required
q Bring song “O Great Earth” (p. 114).

Respond
Choose one or more of the following
activities and bring materials to set up the
chosen zones.
q Art zone: copies of this week’s resource

sheet “All Creation Connected”
q Interview zone: no additional materials

required
q Creation zone: resource sheet

“Planet Earth Activities,” clean, clear
2-litre plastic bottles with caps, potting
soil, spoons, herb or wildflower seeds,
water, small tropical plants (optional),
clear packing tape, copies of instructions
q Nature zone: resource sheet “Planet Earth

Activities,” clean waxed cardboard milk
cartons, string, birdseed in a dish, spoons,
small re-sealable plastic bags
q Craft zone: used magazines and nature

calendars, string, branches or wire
hangers, scrap paper

Engage

Bless

q Bring this week’s resource sheet

q Bring copies of “Letter to Families” (p. 107).

“The Creation Story – Part 1.”

4
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Planet Earth Sunday
Scripture
Genesis 1:1–25

FOCUS

September 2, 2018

To explore stories of God’s creation and our connection with the
Earth.

Welcome the children as they arrive. Introduce
newcomers to the group.
Call to gather Ring the bell or “singing bowl” as
a signal for everyone to gather in the worship
space.
Opening ritual Point out the aqua-coloured cloth
in the worship space basket and explain that this
week we begin the Season of Creation and this
colour represents the blue-green colour of our
planet as seen from outer space. Invite three volunteers to place the items from the basket in the
worship space as you lead in the litany.
Leader: Welcome to this place
as we learn about God’s amazing creation (place aqua cloth on worship table),
as we light a candle as a symbol of

God’s presence (place candle on worship
table and light it),
and as we hear wise stories from the
Bible (place Bible on worship table).
All:

All are welcome here.

Sing together the “Gathering song for the Season
of Creation” (on p. 110).
Pray the following prayer, or one of your own.
O God, thank you for this amazing world,
for plants and galaxies, for oceans and
birds.
Thank you for the gift of your creation.
Amen.
Receive the offering. Extinguish the candle to
signal that the opening ritual has ended.

Connecting with the focus
Look together at the pictures of creation. Invite children to wonder for a while about how Earth came to
be. Marvel together about how amazing this planet is in terms of the wide variety of life it supports. Ask:
n What do you think is the most amazing thing about the Earth? Why?
n Where are some of your favorite places in nature? Why?

Preparing for the story

The Bible story

Invite a child to bring the Bible from the worship
table and use the bookmark to open it to the book
of Genesis. Mention that there are many stories
in the Bible that tell us about God’s creation and
how much God loves this world. Explain that this
week’s reading tells us a story about how God
made the world: the sun and moon, the soil, the
plants and bugs, the birds and fish and animals,
the lakes and mountains. Creation is a word we
use to talk about everything that God made.

Gather the children in a circle. Use the resource
sheet “The Creation Story – Part 1” to tell the
story based on Genesis 1:1–25, inviting children
to participate by repeating the bolded lines after
you. Invite their initial responses to the story.

Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2018

n How does God feel about each part of crea-

tion?
n If you could create something brand new

to be part of Planet Earth, what would you
create? Why?
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Exploring the story further
(To enable the children to explore the scripture reading further, explain the two options and have each child
select one.)

in the story. Have them use their voices and any
items available in the meeting space to create the
sounds. What might it sound like when God looks
at each part of creation?

Game group (for younger children) Children in this
group will have an opportunity to think about
each part of creation. Lead the children in playing
the “Creation game” on the bottom of the resource
sheet “The Creation Story – Part 1.”

Reporting Ring the bell or “singing bowl” as a
signal to gather as a whole group again. Invite
several in the game group to mime a part of creation while the rest guess. Invite the sound group
to share a few sounds of the creation story.

Sound group (for older children) Children in this
group will have an opportunity to imagine the
sounds of the creation story. Read again the story
of creation in Genesis 1:1–25, inviting the children to create soundscapes for each of the “days”

Sing or listen to the song “O Great Earth” (p. 114)
Invite children to gently beat the “heartbeat”
rhythm on their chests with the palm of one hand
as they sing or listen.

Invite the children to select a zone and work with the materials there.
q Art zone: Creation drawings The

creation story in Genesis 1 mentions different parts of creation. Distribute copies of the resource sheet
“All Creation Connected” and read
aloud the words on the spiral. Invite children
to use art supplies to add their own drawings
of images of creation to the spiral. Create a display of these pages to share with the rest of the
congregation.
q Interview zone: Encounters with nature

Everyone has a story to tell about the
Earth and their connection with creation. Invite children to make plans to
interview members of the congregation during
the fellowship time following the worship service. Create together a list of questions to ask
about experiences in nature and what people
consider is the most amazing thing about
Planet Earth. After the interviews, explore
findings: What stories did they hear? What was
surprising? What was said most often?
q Creation zone: Terrariums In this week’s crea-

tion story we read how God created the soil and
the plants. Invite children to make terrariums,
which are like small indoor gardens. With a terrarium they can enjoy watching seeds sprout

6
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and grow into plants. Provide children with
recycled plastic bottles and use the instructions
as outlined on the resource sheet “Planet Earth
Activities” to help them make their terrariums
and plant their seeds (and plants).
q Nature zone: Bird feeders (for younger children)

God cares for creation, and so do we. One of
the ways we can care for creation is by helping to feed the birds, which also gives us an
opportunity to see the different kinds of birds
that live in our area. Invite children to make a
bird feeder from recycled materials, guiding
them using the instructions as outlined on the
resource sheet “Planet Earth Activities.”
q Craft zone: Creation mobiles (for older children)

This activity celebrates two key features of creation that are emphasized in the Genesis story:
the amazing diversity of creation and that everything in creation is connected to the other
and to God. Create mobiles using images that
are drawn or cut from magazines and calendars. Give the images more dimension by stapling two together, leaving an opening to stuff
with scrap paper and staple closed. Encourage
children to add a variety of images to make
their mobiles to illustrate that everything is
connected.

Seasons of the Spirit™ Multiage/Ages 5–12 Season of Creation • Pentecost 2 2018
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Gather in the worship space and relight the candle.
Sing again the song “O Great Earth” (p. 114).
Pray the “Closing prayer” (on p. 110), inviting the children to repeat each line after you and leading them in
the actions.

Blessing Send the children out with the following blessing: “Go out to care for and to love this beautiful planet.
And wherever you go, remember that you are all part of
God’s amazing creation.”
Distribute copies of the resource sheet “Letter to Families” (p. 99) for children to take home.

What concerns about the environment arose during this week’s session? What did you notice about the children’s sense
of wonder about creation? How did sharing these creation stories with the children spark your sense of wonder about
creation?
Looking ahead: If you choose the “Collage tile” option for next week, make arrangements for children to bring photographs of themselves.

Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2018
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Resource Sheet

September 2, 2018

The Creation Story–Part 1
(based on Genesis 1:1–25)

Children enjoy repetition, and this story
invites them to repeat the words
said by God (bolded) at the
end of each day of
creation.

I

It was the fifth day. God looked around, God
looked ALL the way around, and God decided it
was time for something brand new.
So God said, “Let there be creatures of the water
and creatures of the air.” And it was so.
Then God looked at the creatures of the water
and the creatures of the air and said, “That’s
terrifically good!”

t was the first day. God looked around, God
looked ALL the way around, and God decided
it was time for something brand new.
So God said, “Let there be light and darkness.”
And it was so.
Then God looked at the light and the dark and
said, “That’s amazingly good!”

It was the sixth day. God looked around, God
looked ALL the way around, and God decided it
was time for something brand new.
So God said, “Let there be creatures of the earth.”
And it was so.
Then God looked at the creatures of the earth and
said, “That’s fabulously good!”

It was the second day. God looked around, God
looked ALL the way around, and God decided it
was time for something brand new.
So God said, “Let there be sky.” And it was so.
Then God looked at the sky and said, “That’s
fantastically good!”

Now, of course, the story doesn’t just end there –
there is more to tell, and we’ll hear about that next
week. But when you look around at our beautiful
earth home, wouldn’t you agree with God? (Invite
children to echo each word after you say it.)
It is amazing! (Amazing!)…Fantastic!
(Fantastic!)…Remarkable! (Remarkable!)…
Astounding! (Astounding!)…Terrific! (Terrific!)…
And it is fabulous! (Fabulous!)

It was the third day. God looked around, God
looked ALL the way around, and God decided it
was time for something brand new.
So God said, “Let there be soil and seas and
plants.” And it was so.
Then God looked at the soil, seas and plants and
said, “That’s remarkably good!”
It was the fourth day. God looked around, God
looked ALL the way around, and God decided it
was time for something brand new.
So God said, “Let there be sun, and a moon and
stars.” And it was so.
Then God looked at the sun, moon and stars and
said, “That’s astoundingly good!”

CREATION GAME Place three pieces of
construction paper in three separate areas in
the room. Designate one area each for: things in
the sky, things on the land, and living creatures.
Designate one element of creation for each piece
of paper: sun, moon or stars; water, rocks, or
trees; birds, fish, or animals. As you ask each
question, invite children to move to the piece of
paper representing their choice:
n Would you rather be the sun, moon or stars?

Why?
n Would you rather be water, rock or a tree? Why?
n Would you rather be a bird, a fish or an animal?

Why?

8
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Resource Sheet

September 2, 2018

Planet Earth Activities
Bird feeders
1. Give each child a well-rinsed milk carton, closed at the
top.
2. Cut a square hole on each of three sides of the cartons
(front and sides).
3. Invite them to use permanent markers to decorate the
sides of their “feeders.”
4. Use a hole punch on the top of the carton to make a hole
and pull a length of string through the hole.
5. Tie the ends of the string into a knot to make a hanger.
6. Spoon some birdseed into a small bag to take home.
7. When they get home they will put the birdseed in the
bottom of their feeders and hang them up outside,
perhaps in a tree branch.

Terrariums
1. Before class, cut the bottles in half, with slits cut into two
places on the rims of the bottom to make it easier to join
the two halves together again.
2. Give each child two halves of a plastic bottle and invite
them to decorate their bottles with permanent markers.
3. Spoon some potting soil into the bottom part of the
bottles.
4. Plant the plant and/or sprinkle some seeds in the dirt, tap
down, and lightly water the soil.
5. Fit the top part of the bottle back onto the base by sliding
it inside the rim of the bottom section. Add a layer of tape
to seal the two halves together.
6. Give each child a copy of the instructions below.

Looking after your terrarium
Place it in a sunny spot at home.
It should water itself through condensation inside the
bottle.
If it becomes really dry you can water your garden by
opening the cap and adding a small amount of water
through the hole.

10
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Humanity Sunday

September 9, 2018

Humanity Sunday is an invitation to see ourselves as set in the centre of creation
for purposes beyond those that fulfil human needs. This is a day to see humanity as
one small part of creation. When we step aside, we may feel as though we are in the
wilderness of an unknown experience. It can be frightening to prioritize the needs
of others over our own. But if we look closely, there is a mandate to do so; in this we
understand the ways the Creator has designed us to be interdependent.
Focus scripture: Genesis 1:26–28
This text continues the poem began in last
week’s focus text. In verses 26–28, the creation of humanity is described, and human
responsibility within and relationship with
the created order are spelled out. It introduces
metaphor and suggestions on the relationship of Creator to human and human to Creator. The first thing the text describes is that
humans are made in the likeness or image
of the divine. Humans are the first and only
creatures described as having divine characteristics. Up until the writing of this text, any
image for God was avoided by the Israelites.
But this was not a fixed image (graven image)
like that of some of the Near Eastern religions
that surrounded them. It was, rather, a living
image. The role of the human made in God’s
image was to mirror God to the world and
to care as God cares. It was not unusual for
a king to be seen as someone who was a representative of God, but this text describes and
extends this role to all humanity. Therefore,
humans are given power to take up Godgiven responsibilities. This means being in
relationship with and caring for the rest of
God’s creation. The word dominion (Hebrew
rada) expressed in this passage is one that has
been under debate for many centuries. Some
believe it puts humans at the top of the hierarchy, giving humans power and authority over
all other creatures. The verb (rada), however,
suggests the task is one of care-giving and
nurturing, not exploitation. Humans should
relate to the world as God would – helping
the world along with its full potential.
This description of humans also reveals
more about the characteristics of God. The
fact that God creates in God’s image means
the divine is revealed rather than hidden or
concealed. God is not removed and ordering
from afar, but rather is engaged in relationship
with creation. God shares power with others
Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2018

in the ongoing act of creation. Verse 28
describes God’s blessing of humanity, which
includes God giving power, strength, and
potential. God also commands that humans
be “fruitful and multiply.” This addresses
the real concern of the time which was to
populate Earth. These were details important
at the time of the development of the poem,
during a time of exile, but the essence when
God gives them power and authority is to
take the responsibilities seriously. In our
modern context, it may not be that we need
to multiply, but there are new situations that
require humanity to participate in creation’s
full potential.
Psalm 8 is a psalm of praise, holding
together both the cosmic span of God’s
creation and the intimacy of human life.
All are part of God’s majesty and are in
relationship in the divine order. Philippians
2:1–8 redirects humans to consider their Godgiven responsibility to care for creation and
creation’s potential rather than to exploit
being made in God’s image; it is not for
power but healthy relationship with all of
life. Mark 10:41–45 has Jesus also addressing
the issue of what it means to have power and
status. These things are not meant to be used
to abuse but to serve and respect relationships
for the greater good of all humanity.
•••••
In these texts, we are called to listen again
for humanity’s relationship with Earth,
Earth creatures, and the Creator. In what
ways have humans abused our role within
creation, assuming dominance rather than
partnership? How does your understanding
of responsibility change or continue when
thinking about yourself as someone who
bears the face of God to all living parts of
creation?

Season of Creation

(Year B)

Focus scripture
Genesis 1:26–28
Additional scriptures
Psalm 8
Philippians 2:1–8
Mark 10:41–45
Resources based on
semi-continuous
readings of the Revised Common
Lectionary can be found at www.
seasonsonline.ca/RCLresources.

Creator God, we
want to know
more about your
design and dream
for us to provide
for that which
you have left in
our care. Refine
our definition of
humility and dominion so we may
do what you have
created us to do.
Amen.

If you have Internet
access, visit
www.seasonsonline.ca
to access Spirit
Sightings for
connections between
current events and the
focus passage.
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The Focus for Ages 5–12

T

he most important people in the lives
of the younger children in this age
group are probably the members of
their family. As friendships and peer relationships grow in importance, older children will
have a broader understanding of “humanity.” The theme of “dominion” in this week’s
focus passage is likely to connect with some
children in the group if they have had experiences with bullying. Older children will be
more aware of what it means to “subdue” or
be “subdued” based on their own experiences
of having power over younger siblings or pets
or of being harassed at school. The session can
help them reflect on what it might mean to
serve others rather than dominate them, and
to use their personal power to empower other
people and creatures. Children can relate to

the responsibilities of kindness and care for
others and are growing in their understanding of giving and receiving respect.
Children’s natural wonder at the diversity
of creation is a good starting place for talking
about the worth of all creatures, every human
being but also all forms of life. Spending time
in nature has been documented as improving quality of life and learning for children.
In today’s session, children will also have
the opportunity to see themselves as part of
creation, as opposed to being separate from it.
They will be encouraged to see “dominion” as
“responsibility” and to explore ways they can
work with others to care for God’s world. As
you prepare for this session, pray for the community you are building with the children
and the relationships that are growing.

Prepare
Before the session
q Read and prayerfully reflect on this week’s

focus scripture, Genesis 1:26–28, and
biblical background material (p. 11).
q Bring basic supply kit (p. 2), matches,

candle snuffer, offering basket, and, if
possible, Seasons Songbook (Volume 7),
Seasons Music CD (Volume 7), CD or MP3
player; downloadable sheet music and
MP3 recordings are available at www.
seasonsonline.ca.
q Bring items for worship space in a basket:

aqua cloth, candle, Bible with bookmark
placed in focus passage.
q Bring a small bell or “singing bowl”

and resource sheet “Season of Creation
Resources” (p. 110).
q Bring images of a wide variety of animals

or, if possible, one or more live animals.

Engage
q Bring copies of this week’s resource sheets

“The Creation Story – Part 2” and
“Together with All of Creation.”
q Groups: no additional materials required

Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2018

Respond
Choose one or more of the following activities
and bring materials to set up the chosen zones.
q Art zone: mural paper, copies of words

and phrase on this week’s resource sheet
“Awesome People” (one set per child)
q Creation zone: mural paper, art supplies
q Outreach zone: resource sheet “A Caring

Generation” (p. 111), information about local
environmental projects, and greening of the
church initiatives
q Nature zone: small foil-rimmed trays,

Gather

12

q Bring song “O Great Earth” (p. 114).

gingerbread people cookie/biscuit cutters,
potting soil, spoons, grass seed
q Craft zone: photographs of children (ask

for these ahead of time), self-adhesive floor
tiles (available from building supply stores),
nature magazines, items from nature (such
as leaves, flowers, small stones, shells)

Bless
q Bring copies of “Letter to Families” (p. 107)

for those who weren’t present last week.
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Humanity Sunday
Scripture
Genesis 1:26–28

FOCUS

To explore another story about creation and ways we can work
together to help to care for creation.

Welcome the children as they arrive. Introduce
newcomers to the group.

as we light a candle as a symbol of
God’s presence (place candle on worship
table and light it),
and as we hear wise stories from the
Bible (place Bible on worship table).

Call to gather Ring the bell or “singing bowl” as
a signal for everyone to gather in the worship
space.
Opening ritual Remind children that we are in the
Season of Creation. Point out the aqua-coloured
cloth in the worship space basket and explain
that this represents the blue-green colour of our
planet as seen from outer space. Invite three volunteers to place the items from the basket in the
worship space as you lead in the litany.
Leader: Welcome to this place
as we learn about God’s amazing creation (place aqua cloth on worship table),

All:

All are welcome here.

Sing together the “Gathering song for the Season
of Creation” (on p. 110).
Pray the following prayer, or one of your own.
O God, thank you for this world,
and for all the different parts of creation,
and for all the amazing people
who live on this planet. Amen.
Receive the offering. Extinguish the candle to
signal that the opening ritual has ended.

Connecting with the focus
Invite the children to look at the magazine images of animals or to interact with the live animals.
n What are some of your favourite pets or other animals?
n What are some of the things that are special about animals?

Encourage children to think about the unique abilities, habits, habitats, or relationships of other animals.
n What are some of the differences between people and animals?

Preparing for the story
Invite a child to bring the Bible from the worship
table and use the bookmark to open it to the book
of Genesis. Mention that this is the first book in
the Bible and it begins with a story about God
creating the world. Distribute copies of the top
section of the resource sheet “Together with All
of Creation” and review last week’s reading,
Genesis 1:1–25, inviting children to draw in
the different parts of creation mentioned in the
story. Explain that the Bible reading for today

Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2018

continues this story, and tells a story about the
creation of human beings, who are one part of
the whole of creation.

The Bible story
Use the resource sheet “The Creation Story – Part
2” to tell the story based on Genesis 1:26–28,
inviting children to participate by repeating the
bolded words after you.
n If you were in charge of creating people

would you make any changes? Why or why
not?
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Exploring the story further
(To enable the children to explore the scripture reading further, explain the two options and have each child
select one.)
Chant group (for younger children) In the Genesis
story, God put people in charge of looking after
the rest of creation. Children in this group will
have an opportunity to recognize things they
can do to help care for God’s creation. Lead the
children in the “Creation chant” at the bottom of
the resource sheet, inviting their responses and
encouraging them to recognize things they can
do to help care for God’s creation.
Discussion group (for older children) Children in this
group will have an opportunity to explore further
the meaning of “dominion.” Distribute copies of
bottom section of the resource sheet “Together

with All of Creation,” read the definition aloud in
unison, and discuss the questions together.
Reporting Ring the bell or “singing bowl” as a
signal to gather as a whole group again. Invite the
chant group to repeat one section. Invite the discussion group to share answers to the last question on the resource sheet.

The Bible story and us
When we look after seeds, or other creatures, or
each other, we help everything to grow. Invite
children to talk about some of the ways that they
have helped things to grow or helped to look after
other creatures in God’s creation.
Sing the song “O Great Earth” (p. 114) Invite children to gently beat the “heartbeat” rhythm on
their chests with the palm of one hand as they
sing or listen.

Invite the children to select a zone and work with the materials there.
q Art zone: Body shapes (for younger

children) When God looks at each
of us, God thinks we are awesome!
Invite children to form pairs and take
turns lying on a length of mural paper
while their partner draws an outline of their
body shape with a marker. Have the children
decorate their outlines, filling in features such
as hair, eyes and clothes. Distribute copies of
the words from the resource sheet “Awesome
People” and have children colour their words
with different coloured markers. Then have
them write “I am…” at the top of their sheets
and glue the different words from the biblical
story around or within their body outlines.
q Creation zone: Dominion mural (for older chil-

dren) A positive interpretation of “dominion” is having responsibility for looking after
the other creatures of the Earth. All creatures
need safe places to grow up, the right food, and
clean water. Invite children to create a mural
with drawings of people, animals, fish, birds,
and other creatures under the headings: “Eat,”
“Sleep,” and “Play.” At the top of the mural
write a group prayer about what it means to
“have dominion over every living thing” (verse
28b).

14
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q Outreach zone: Creation projects The

creation story heard this week speaks
of human beings having “dominion,”
or responsibility for the other creatures
of the world. Read the story on the resource
sheet “A Caring Generation” (p. 111) about two
children making a difference by caring for the
environment. Share information about local
environmental projects and/or greening of the
church initiatives and make plans for ways in
which group members could become involved.
q Nature zone: Green people God invites human-

ity to help care for creation. Invite children to
create a green reminder to help them remember
to help keep creation green. Give each child a
foil tray and have them use the spoons to add
a layer of potting soil to their trays. Then have
them take turns placing the gingerbread people
shaped cutters in the middle of the soil and
spooning grass seed into the shape. Show them
how to remove the cutters carefully, press the
seeds into the dirt, and lightly water the soil.
Remind children to place the trays in a sunny
spot at home and watch their green people
grow. Talk together as a group about ways to
work with friends and family to care for creation.
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q Craft zone: Collage tiles We are part of God’s wonder-

ful creation. Invite children to make personalized
plaques by removing the protective backing on the
tiles, sticking their photographs onto the tiles, and
surrounding their photos with a collage of images

Gather in the worship space and relight the candle.
Sing again the song “O Great Earth” (on p. 114).
Pray the “Closing prayer” (on p. 110), inviting the children to repeat each line after you and leading them in
the actions.

of nature (pictures from magazines or actual items
such as leaves). Help children write the phrase “I am
part of God’s wonderful creation” or use copies of the
phrase from resource sheet “Awesome People.”

Blessing Send the children out with the following blessing: “Go out knowing that you have been created in
God’s image and that God loves you and blesses you.”
Distribute copies of the resource sheet “Letter to Families” (p. 107) to those who weren’t present last week.

In what ways were you able to affirm that humans are part of creation and connected to all of creation? How did this
awareness inform any ideas or stories the children may have shared today?
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The Creation Story–Part 2
(based on Genesis 1:26–28)

The children’s experience of the world
is starting to expand. Encouraging
their responses to the “Creation chant”
questions will help them start
to see their connection to
all of creation.

Creation chant
(Invite children to repeat the bolded lines

I

t was the sixth day. God looked around,
God looked ALL the way around, and God
saw everything that had been created so
far. Light and darkness, sky, earth and seas,
plants of every kind, the sun, moon and stars,
all the creatures of the waters, all the creatures
of the sky, and creatures of the earth.
And God smiled with joy at everything.
Then God took a moment to think. God took a
long time to think.
God decided it was time for something brand
new.
God said, “I need someone to help me
appreciate and care for all these wonders.”
So God said, “Let there be people, and let
their hearts reflect my heart with love for all
creation.” And it was so.
Then God looked at the people, men and
women, boys and girls and babies, and blessed
them.
God looked at all the people and said, “That’s
awesomely good!”
Finally God was finished. God looked at all of
creation and said…(Invite children to echo each
word after you say it.)

16

“This is amazing! (Amazing!)…Fantastic!
(Fantastic!)…Remarkable! (Remarkable!)…
Astounding! (Astounding!)…Terrific!
(Terrific!)…Fabulous! (Fabulous!), and
Awesome! (Awesome!).”
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after you.)

Oh Earth, oh Earth, we know it’s
true!
Each of us is a part of you!
Oh tree, oh tree, what could we do?
What could we do to care for you?
(Invite children to name ways in which
people can care for the trees.)
Oh birds, oh birds, what could we do?
What could we do to care for you?
(Invite children to name ways in which
people can care for the birds.)
Oh lake, oh lake, what could we do?
What could we do to care for you?
(Invite children to name ways in which
people can care for the lakes and rivers.)
Oh bears, oh bears, what could we do?
What could we do to care for you?
(Invite children to name ways in which
people can care for the wild animals.)
Oh Earth, oh Earth, we know it’s
true!
Each of us is a part of you!
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Resource Sheet

Together with All of Creation

Human beings have a special role to
play in creation. We are responsible
for caring for creation.
Dominion is a word used in the
Bible to talk about this special
responsibility. It means to “rule over.”
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n

If you were the ruler over all the other
creatures of the earth, how would you use
your power for good?

n

What would you do to help them?

n

How would you cooperate with them?

n

What would you say to other human beings
about how to treat the other creatures?
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Awesome People
Amazing!
Fantastic!
Remarkable!
Astounding!
Terrific!
Fabulous!
Awesome!
18
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I am part of God’s wonderful creation!

Resource Sheet
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Sky Sunday
Depending on where we live, we may fish in different rivers, climb different mountains, or grow different plants. But no matter where we live, we all gaze upon the same
sky. This week, Sky Sunday reminds us that just as day and night are connected, even
though they never happen at the same time, so are we connected as people throughout
Earth. Our two focus scriptures this week stand in contrast to one another, reminding
us that even when it feels as if everything we love is being taken away, there is a
deeper wisdom that insists that destruction will never be the full end.

Focus scriptures: Jeremiah 4:23–28 and Psalm 19:1–6
The prophecy of Jeremiah lands us right
it also speaks of a God who, although not
in the middle of the impending doom and
relenting from letting the consequences befall
destruction that is about to befall Judah. The
the community, actually seeks a covenant
siege of Judah by the Babylonians is close at
with humanity. The desired outcome from the
hand and will eventually result in the exile of
prophet is a community who pays attention
the people of Judah. But the description is not
to the signs and the outcomes and returns to
limited to details that befall a people simply
God with covenants written on their hearts.
as a matter of political unrest. The prophecy
Whereas the sky in Jeremiah proclaimed
is not just for a time; it applies to a wider audithe impending doom, the psalm declares
ence and across history. Yes, it speaks of conGod’s handiwork. But like Jeremiah,
sequences of particular political mistakes, but
Psalm 19:1–6 keeps us looking to the sky,
Jeremiah is concerned with the deeper roots
atmosphere, and realms around and above
of the catastrophe. He suggests the deeper
us for instruction on knowing God. Instead
roots are related to a spiritual foolishness that
of human words and speech, we are called
has taken hold among the people of Judah.
to notice how images in the cosmos speak to
The community has forgotten God and
God’s presence and power. It is the testimony
have therefore allowed itself to be ruled by
of nature that invites us to that relationship
self-interest and desire rather than by the
beyond ourselves. Mark 15:33–39 says that
virtues that arise out of a relationship with
at the crucifixion of Jesus darkness fell over
God. They have forgotten to know or find ways
the whole land. The whole of creation absorbs
of living with hearts of justice, communitythe death and destruction initiated by human
mindedness, and compassion. This has
violence. Philippians 2:14–18 suggests that
resulted in vulnerability to other powers and
we “shine like stars” in the world when living
principalities and has had consequences for
with spiritual depth and according to God’s
all of creation. The devastation the prophet
ways. In that way do we echo the brilliance
describes includes a reversal of the created
of creation living according to God’s design?
order. Creation will return to a formless void,
•••••
light will be absent, and the land will no
Too often, in order to reawaken tender comlonger be fruitful as a result of such living.
passion that stirs us to action, God must reach
Creation suffers and bears witness to the
through layers of apathy and denial. This
consequences of humankind living only for
week’s scriptures startle us from our comself, and of forgetting their hope in God.
placency by inviting us to imagine a world in
The sky has darkened, and the birds
which we are alone, beauty is destroyed, and
have fled. It is the heavens that both suffer
God’s creation, which is so good, has been
and prophesy to the consequence of spiritual
undone. As you think about these scriptures
foolishness. Verse 27 adds some confusion to
and the sky, can you remember a time when
what is otherwise an unrelenting prophecy:
you drew nearer to God after something was
“yet I will not make a full end.” The most
nearly lost? Can you remember what it meant
common explanation for this is simply that
to be found again? What might it mean for us
it was a later addition written after the scope
to listen to God speak through what happens
of Judah’s destruction was known. However,
in our skies?
Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2018

Season of Creation

(Year B)

Focus scriptures
Jeremiah 4:23–28
Psalm 19:1–6
Additional scriptures
Philippians 2:14–18
Mark 15:33–39
Resources based on
semi-continuous
readings of the Revised Common
Lectionary can be found at www.
seasonsonline.ca/RCLresources.

God of all creation,
everywhere we
go we feel your
presence. As we
look at the sky,
we are reminded
of the vastness
of your love, the
blanket of grace
with which you
cover Earth. Help
us to remember
that not all your
wisdom comes
through words.
Help us listen for
the language of
the moon and the
sun. Inspire in us
a sense of awe at
things that are
large that we may
be moved to mercy
for things that are
small. Amen.
If you have Internet
access, visit
www.seasonsonline.ca
to access Spirit
Sightings for
connections between
current events and the
focus passage.
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The Focus for Ages 5–12

C

hildren who live in cities and major
metropolitan areas may have never
experienced a starry night sky,
though they have probably spent time lying
on the grass on a sunny day looking for funny
shapes amongst the clouds. There is a lot to
wonder about when it comes to the sky, but
maybe for many children it isn’t even on their
radar so to speak, especially if they spend
most of their time indoors on the computer
and playing video games or watching TV as
many children do.
This week’s session, which focuses on the
sky (“the heavens”), offers children a concrete
connection to the created world. Some children might harbour fears related to the sky;
they may be afraid of thunder and lightening
storms, and they hear many messages about
being careful not to get too much sun. During

your conversations this week, be aware that
some children in the group might have been
traumatized during experiences of extreme
weather. Also keep in mind any major
weather problems that might have occurred
in your area or in the world during the past
week.
Our fragile sky holds much that is precious to us and to all life on earth, not just
the air we breathe and the rain and winds
that shape our lives and landscapes, but also
so much of the beauty we can experience.
How can this time with the children inspire
a respectful and wonder-filled relationship
with this blanket that wraps our planet in
vitality? Pray that even children who are fearful about some of the forces and powers of the
sky will be open to exploring the importance
and wonder of this aspect of creation.

Prepare
Before the session
q Read and prayerfully reflect on this

week’s scriptures, Psalm 19:1–6, Jeremiah
4:23–28, and biblical background material
(p. 19).
q Bring basic supply kit (p. 2), matches,
candle snuffer, offering basket, and, if
possible, Seasons Songbook (Volume 7),
Seasons Music CD (Volume 7), CD or MP3
player; downloadable sheet music and
MP3 recordings are available at www.
seasonsonline.ca.
q Bring items for worship space in a basket:
aqua cloth, candle, two Bibles, each with
a bookmark, one placed in the focus
passage from Jeremiah and one in the
psalm reading.

Gather
q Bring a small bell or “singing bowl”

and resource sheet “Season of Creation
Resources” (p. 110).
q Bring pictures of different sky scenes
(storm, sunny day, night sky, northern
lights) from magazines or calendars.

Engage

q Bring “sunny day” picture from Gather

activity, and song “O Great Earth” (p. 114).

Respond
Choose one or more of the following activities
and bring materials to set up the chosen zones.
q Prayer zone: newsprint, cotton batting (ask

quilters in congregation for scraps)
q Creation zone: used CDs or circles of

yellow card stock, clear contact paper,
glitter, foil confetti, sequins, yarn
q Drama zone: no materials needed
q Nature zone: copies of this week’s

resource sheet “Rainmakers,” cardboard
tubes, scraps of fabric, elastic bands, small
pebbles or gravel or plastic beads, art
supplies
q Craft zone: paper plates, yarn,

construction paper, stickers, craft foam
star, moon, and sun shapes, copies of this
week’s resource sheet “Sky Mobile”; cut out
a set of shapes for each child.

Bless
q Bring song “O Great Earth” (p. 114) and

q Bring copies of this week’s resource sheet

“Closing Prayer” (p. 110).

“The Heavens Are Telling.”
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Sky Sunday
Scripture
Jeremiah
4:23–28 and
Psalm 19:1–6

FOCUS

To wonder about the ways in which the heavens can teach us about
God.

Welcome the children as they arrive. Introduce
newcomers to the group.
Call to gather Ring the bell or “singing bowl” as
a signal for everyone to gather in the worship
space.
Opening ritual Remind children that this is the
third week of the four-week Season of Creation.
Invite three volunteers to place the items from
the basket in the worship space as you lead in
the litany.
Leader: Welcome to this place
as we learn about God’s amazing creation (place aqua cloth on worship table),
as we light a candle as a symbol of
God’s presence (place candle on worship

table and light it),
and as we hear wise stories from the
Bible (place Bible on worship table).
All:

All are welcome here.

Sing together the “Gathering song for the Season
of Creation” (on p. 110).
Pray the following prayer, or one of your own.
O God, thank you for your amazing
creation.
Thank you for the sky and all the heavenly
bodies…
(invite children to name these). Amen.
Receive the offering. Extinguish the candle to
signal that the opening ritual has ended.

Connecting with the focus
Invite children to look at the images of sky and talk about their own experiences of seeing some of these
things. If possible, go outside or look out a window to see the sky in your neighbourhood. If there are
clouds in the sky, invite children to name some shapes they see in the clouds.
n When have you seen a bright starry night sky? How do you feel when you look at the stars?
n What is the best or worst weather you can remember? What did the sky look like?

Preparing for the story
Explain that we have two readings from the Bible
today: the message from the prophet Jeremiah is
like a very stormy day with winds howling and
rain pelting down. The reading from Psalm 19 is
like a beautiful, bright sunny day. Invite two volunteers to use the bookmarks to open the Bibles
to the focus passages and place one on each side
of the group.

The Bible story
Distribute copies of the resource sheet “The
Heavens Are Telling” to those who are able to
read and practice saying the chant together,
Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2018

speaking with a swinging beat while snapping
fingers.
Jeremiah Move to the Bible open to Jeremiah.
Explain that Jeremiah lived almost 700 years
before Jesus was born. Jeremiah felt God’s anger
and sadness as the people of Judah turned away
from living in God’s way. Read the introductory
sentence on the resource sheet and then read the
paraphrase based on Jeremiah 4:23–28, saying
the chant together.
n What is the mood of the sky in this story?
n What are some things that make us feel sad
like the prophet Jeremiah?
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Psalm Move to the Bible open to the Psalms, read
the introductory sentence, and then the paraphrase based on Psalm 19:1–6, inviting the group
to repeat the bolded chant in the syncopated
rhythm.
n What is the mood of the sky in this poem?
n What are the wonders of God that we can see

in the sky?

from the Bible Psalm 19:1–6 and pause after each
verse for them to create movements or miming
actions for the words and phrases in that verse.
Reporting Ring the bell or “singing bowl” as a
signal to gather as a whole group again. Invite the
art group to share answers to the last question.
Invite the drama group to share movements for
one verse.

The Bible story and us

Exploring the story further
(To enable the children to explore the scripture reading further, explain the two options and have each child
select one.)
Art group (for younger children) Children in this
group will be invited to explore the “sunny sky”
photograph from the Gather activity. Ask children
to name the colours they see in the sky. Discuss
whether this looks like the sky in the Psalms reading or like the sky described by the prophet Jeremiah. What might the sky in this photograph be
saying about God?
Drama group (for older children) Children in this
group will use their bodies to create movements
for each line of the Psalms reading. Read aloud

The prophet Jeremiah and the person who wrote
Psalm 19 used the sky as a symbol both for what
they were feeling and for their understanding
about people’s relationship with each other and
with God.
n What are some things that make you sad or

angry about what is happening in creation?
n What are some things that we can do to make

things better?
Sing or listen to the song “O Great Earth” (p. 114)
Invite children to gently beat the “heartbeat”
rhythm on their chests with the palm of one hand
as they sing or listen.

Invite the children to select a zone and work with the materials there.
q Prayer zone: Cloud prayers (for

older children) Clouds can teach us
to marvel at God’s creativity. Invite
children to draw cloud shapes on
newsprint and cut them out. Have them write
or draw on the cloud shapes their prayers for
the world or for creation, or prayers of thanksgiving to God. Around the edges of their cloud
prayers have them glue on scraps of cotton batting. Create a display of the prayers and take
turns reading the words or explaining the
drawings.
q Creation zone: Suncatchers The psalmist speaks

of the celebration of the sun in the sky. Invite
children to make suncatchers as reminders of
God the creator. Distribute used CDs or yellow
circles and invite them to decorate these with
markers. (If using used CDs, have them tape
two together, shiny sides out.) For each child
cut two squares of clear adhesive covering,
larger than the circles. Show them how to peel
the backing off one square, place their card-
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board circle or CDs on the sticky side, sprinkle the whole area with glitter, sequins, and
foil confetti, and then peel the backing off the
second square and place sticky side down over
their creations. Help them cut around the outside edges to form “rays” and tie a loop of yarn
through a hole punched in one of the rays.
Encourage them to hang their suncatcher in a
window at home to remind them of the glory of
God reflected in the sun.
q Drama zone: Mime (for older children)

Psalm 19 speaks of the heavens proclaiming God’s handiwork. Talk
together again about what the sky and
the heavenly bodies might be “proclaiming”
about God and about the world today. What
might the sun say? The moon and stars? The
clouds and storms? Form small groups or work
together to create a mime or dance movements
to express what the skies and the heavens might
be saying to us today. Consider performing this
for the rest of the congregation.
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q Nature zone: Rainmakers The passage from Jeremiah

q Craft zone: Sky mobile When we look at the sky and see

speaks of stormy times in the lives of God’s people.
However, stormy skies are often a cause for rejoicing when they deliver much needed rain. Distribute
copies of the resource sheet “Rainmakers” and help
children to make their own rainsticks out of the materials provided. Practice making rain sounds together
then follow the instructions on the bottom of the
resource sheet to create storm sounds.

the sun, moon or stars, we can remember how God’s
love shines all around us and how that love shines
through us. Distribute templates from the resource
sheet “Sky Mobile” and invite children to trace these
onto construction paper and cut out. Distribute paper
plates and review instructions on the resource sheet
for making the mobiles. Encourage children to hang
their mobiles at home as reminders to give thanks to
God for the beauty of the heavens.

Gather in the worship space and relight the candle.
Sing again the song “O Great Earth” (on p. 114).
Pray the “Closing prayer” (on p. 110), inviting the children to repeat each line after you and leading them in
the actions.

Blessing Send the children out with the following blessing: “Go out into the world knowing that God is with
you, rain or shine. Go out and shine like the stars in
God’s sky!”

In what ways did the children express their appreciation for the sky today? Were there possibilities for helping children
see what we can learn about God and ourselves from the sky?
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The Heavens Are Telling
The sky was like a canvas for the
prophet Jeremiah, whose messages
were painted in sad colours, like
clouds in a dark and stormy sky.

The sky was like a book for the
person who wrote Psalm 19 and the sun
and stars were like words written, telling
people about the wonders of God.

Jeremiah 4:23–28
(a paraphrase)

Psalm 19:1–6
(a paraphrase)

The heavens are telling

The heavens are telling

the sadness of God.

the wonders of God.

The skies are telling

The skies are telling

the wrong things we’ve done.

all that God has done.

I looked at the earth, and it was like a
wasteland.

Each day announces to the next day:

I looked at the heavens, and there was no
light.

Each night passes on the same news.

I looked at the mountains, and they were
shaking.

We can’t hear them speaking.

“God is amazing!”

I looked all around, and the world was
empty…

They do this without words.
But the message, “God is amazing!”
goes out to the whole world.

no people, no animals, not even any birds.
I looked at the gardens, and they were like
deserts.

The sun shines in the sky, warm and joyful,

I looked at the cities, and they were in ruins.

The sun shines in the sky, strong and sure,

The whole sky was black.

like an athlete running a race.

The whole earth was bleak.

The sun travels across the great wide sky,

like a person on their wedding day.

from one end of the heavens to the other.
The heavens are telling
the sadness of God.

The heavens are telling

The skies are telling

the wonders of God.

the wrong things we’ve done.

The skies are telling
all that God has done.
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Resource Sheet

S k y Mob il e

God’s love shines around us!
God’s love shines through us!
Instructions
1. Fold paper plate in half, glue on the phrase strip, and decorate with markers, foam shapes, and stickers.
2. Use a hole punch to make four small holes along the fold.
3. Use the patterns to cut shapes from different colours of construction paper.
4. Decorate the shapes and use the hole punch to make a hole in the top of each one.
5. Attach shapes to the folded plate by tying one end of a length of yarn through a hole on the plate and tying the
other end of the yarn to a shape.
6. Add another hole at the top of the “mobile” and thread through this a loop of yarn as a hanger.
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Rainmakers
Making a Rainstick
You will need:
long cardboard tube from paper products

Illustration 2

fabric pieces
elastic bands

Illustration 1

art supplies
small pebbles or gravel or plastic beads

Instructions:
1. Decorate a long cardboard tube using the art supplies to draw
images from the sky (illus. 1).

Illustration 3

2. Cut out two circles of fabric that are larger than the ends of
the tube (illus. 2).
3. Attach one of the circles to one end of the tube using an
elastic band (illus. 3).

Illustration 4

4. Put a small handful of pebbles, gravel, or beads in the
tube.
5. Attach the second circle of fabric with an elastic band
onto the other end to seal the tube (illus. 4).

Use your rainstick to
celebrate stormy skies by
turning it slowly end-to-end.

Making rain
You can experience the sound of a storm without even getting wet!
Here’s how:

A storm builds…
The rain starts quietly (rub the palms of your hands together gently).
It builds up a bit (snap your fingers).
Then it really gets going (clap your hands together quickly).
Finally, the storm is really pounding (slap your thighs).

The storm passes…
When you’re ready for the storm to pass, reverse
these directions.
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Mountain Sunday

September 23, 2018

This week’s readings celebrate the majesty of mountains. Mountaintops in scripture
are where humans draw nearer to the divine, and where blessings are carried back
down. The Bible records mountaintop moments. Moses receives the Ten Commandments on top of a mountain. In the gospel of Matthew, Jesus gives the people some of
his greatest wisdom in the Sermon on the Mount. Later, Jesus’ face shines like the sun
on top of the mountain, as awestruck disciples watch him converse with Moses and
Elijah. Mountains are set apart. They are sacred; in the book of Isaiah, they offer us an
image of the true expansiveness of God’s vision for our world.
Focus scripture: Isaiah 65:17–25
It is seldom possible to look toward the mountains on a clear day and not be awestruck by
beauty, strength, and grandeur. It is this vision
of unmatched strength and grandeur that the
prophet invites us to consider as we imagine
God’s “holy mountain.” The mountain is the
New Jerusalem where the former things of
violence, death, greed, threat, and exile are
forgotten and new possibility is presented.
It is in this text commonly known as
Third Isaiah (chapters 56–66) where the
soundtrack changes from oracles of judgment
and pessimism about how people are living,
to promises of restoration and peace at every
level of existence. However, this restoration
is not intended to be a new heaven and new
earth that comes as a result of the former
creation being completely destroyed. Rather, it
suggests God’s transformation of the old into
something new teeming with God’s delight
and desire. Perhaps the “holy mountain” best
describes this movement of the new arising
up from the destruction of exile, violence,
instability, and lack of relationship with God.
The new takes us to whole new heights. The
people are promised freedom from the threat
of invasion and attack, economic stability
because the land will give provision for all,
and lives of blessing.
These speeches were first heard by the
earliest of the people of Judah returning to
Jerusalem after the exile. Everything in the
city needs to be rebuilt and reimagined so as
to take shape as a whole new society in what
Isaiah sees as obedience to God. The time is
right to convince people to be part of God’s
new vision of reality.
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God’s vision and promises are also
relevant to contemporary readers who
need to believe in God’s capacity to reform,
transform, and make new that which is most
wrought with harm. The holy mountain has
been interpreted to mean both a realized
heaven (eschatology) on earth, and a realm
that exists beyond our current one.
The harmony suggested by the wolf
and the lamb feeding together appeals to a
modern insistence that redemption or new
heaven must be for all of the created order.
Psalm 48:1–11 joins in the declaration of
God’s presence in all the earth – alive in the
strength of Mt. Zion. In Romans 8:28–39 the
mountains do not separate us from God but
indeed embody God’s grandeur and power.
Mark 16:14–15, considered a later edition to
the gospel of Mark, is a text not studied in
depth; rather we usually read the commission
of Jesus from Matthew 18–20 where Jesus
commissions the disciples to proclaim to all
nations. The emphasis in Mark is to make
known the good news and way of Christ to
“the whole creation.” While “creation” is often
interpreted as humans, its original meaning
is sun, sky, Earth, and all creatures. Christ’s
saving work is for all creation.
•••••
As you read this week’s scripture passages,
notice which images come to life for you.
When you imagine a new heaven and a new
earth, what do you see? Consider where these
images are breaking through into our own
world today, and consider what obstacles we
put in the way of God’s dream becoming a
reality.

Season of Creation

(Year B)

Focus scripture
Isaiah 65:17–25
Additional scriptures
Psalm 48:1–11
Romans 8:28–39
Mark 16:14–15
Resources based on
semi-continuous
readings of the Revised Common
Lectionary can be found at www.
seasonsonline.ca/RCLresources.

Holy One, you lift
us up from low
places and help
us see more than
we could see on
our own. Free us
from hopelessness.
Rescue us from
apathy. Inspire us
with your vision
of a time when
abundant life will
spill into every part
of Earth, when
justice flows down
like a waterfall,
and where new
life takes the place
of the things that
no longer serve.
Amen.

If you have Internet
access, visit
www.seasonsonline.ca
to access Spirit
Sightings for
connections between
current events and the
focus passage.
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The Focus for Ages 5–12

C

hildren have a sense of the majesty
of mountains from images seen in
nature books or on television programs, or from their own experiences of visiting mountains. This Season of Creation comes
to a close with Mountain Sunday. Younger
children often include images of mountains
in their drawings and older children in this
age group are learning about mountain ecosystems in their school studies. The focus passage for this week paints a beautiful picture of
the world for children of this age. In this passage they will hear about a dream for a world
that is abundant, prosperous, and generous; a
holy mountain where there is no longer any
hurt or destruction, God’s vision of hope.
Most children are naturally optimistic
and hopeful, but given the scale of global

uncertainty of these days, it is easy for children
to also pick up on the feelings of pessimism or
fear from the grownups around them. One of
the greatest gifts of faith and participation in
a community of others exploring and growing in faith is the encouragement to dream
dreams and share visions of the world at its
best. As they explore the reading from Isaiah
this week, children will have an opportunity
to reflect on their own hopes for their world.
When they know that hope can bring about
change, it helps them create a more optimistic outlook and believe that it is worthwhile
to have dreams and goals for the future. Pray
that the children might always feel God’s
steadfast presence in their lives, strong and
enduring as a mountain.

Prepare
Before the session
q Read and prayerfully reflect on this week’s

focus scripture, Isaiah 65:17–25, and
biblical background material (p. 27).
q Bring basic supply kit (p. 2), matches,

candle snuffer, offering basket, and, if
possible, Seasons Songbook (Volume 7),
Seasons Music CD (Volume 7), CD or MP3
player; downloadable sheet music and
MP3 recordings are available at www.
seasonsonline.ca.

q Bring pieces of construction paper cut into

mountain shapes.
q Bring song “O Great Earth” (p. 114).

Respond

Engage

Choose one or more of the following
activities and bring materials to set up the
chosen zones.
q Outreach zone: card stock, art supplies
q Creation zone: squares of wood or stiff
cardboard, craft glue, variety of pebbles,
glass stones (blue, green, white)
q Speaker zone: invite several members
of the congregation who work in
different professions (building, medicine,
agriculture) and several seniors as guest
speakers.
q Nature zone: large stones, permanent
markers or acrylic paints and brushes
q Craft zone: art supplies, variety of craft
materials (such as modelling clay, craft
sticks, pipe cleaners, straws, corrugated
cardboard, scraps of fabric, card stock)

q Bring this week’s resource sheet

Bless

q Bring items for worship space in a basket:

aqua cloth, candle, and a Bible with
bookmark placed in focus passage.

Gather
q Bring a small bell or “singing bowl”

and resource sheet “Season of Creation
Resources” (p. 110).
q Bring pictures of a variety of mountain
scenes from magazines, calendars, or
nature books and this week’s resource
sheet “Imagine That.”

“God’s Holy Mountain.”
q Music group: “Mountain Song” (p. 31)

q Bring song “O Great Earth” (p. 114) and

resource sheet “Imagine That.”

q Imagination group: copies of this week’s

resource sheet “Partners in Imagination”
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Mountain Sunday
Scripture
Isaiah 65:17–25

FOCUS

To celebrate mountains as images of hope and reminders of God’s
presence.

Welcome the children as they arrive. Introduce
newcomers to the group.
Call to gather Ring the bell or “singing bowl” as
a signal for everyone to gather in the worship
space.
Opening ritual Explain that this is the last week
of the Season of Creation. Invite three volunteers
to place the items from the basket in the worship
space as you lead in the litany.
Leader: Welcome to this place
as we learn about God’s amazing creation (place aqua cloth on worship table),
as we light a candle as a symbol of
God’s presence (place candle on worship
table and light it),

and as we hear wise stories from the
Bible (place Bible on worship table).
All:

All are welcome here.

Sing together the “Gathering song for the Season
of Creation” (on p. 110).
Pray the following prayer, or one of your own:
O God, thank you for your amazing creation.
Thank you for mountains and hills. Thank
you for…
(invite children to name other things in nature
for which they are thankful). Amen.
Receive the offering. Extinguish the candle to
signal that the opening ritual has ended.

Connecting with the focus
Look together at the different pictures of mountains. Then invite the group on an imaginary journey up
a mountain. Invite them to close their eyes and read the “Climbing meditation” on the resource sheet
“Imagine That.” Following the meditation, invite children to share their own experiences of seeing or
climbing mountains.

Preparing for the story
Invite a child to bring the Bible from the worship table and use the bookmark to open it to the
book of Isaiah. Isaiah was a prophet who lived a
long time ago. He brought messages from God
to the Hebrew people, especially when they were
feeling scared or discouraged. Isaiah uses the
symbol of a mountain to describe a vision from
God.

The Bible story
Use the resource sheet “God’s Holy Mountain”
to tell the story based on Isaiah 65:17–25, inviting children to participate by responding to the
questions. After the reading, invite children to
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remember the different things that will happen
in God’s new heaven and new earth by exploring
the following questions:
n What good things are happening on God’s

holy mountain?
n What bad things are not happening on God’s

holy mountain?
Explain that in biblical times mountains were
a symbol of God’s presence. Read Isaiah 65:25
from the Bible and then look again at the pictures
of mountains used during the Gathering activity.
n Why do you think a “holy mountain” is a good

symbol for God’s presence?
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Exploring the story further
(To enable the children to explore the scripture reading further, explain the two options and have each child
select one.)
Music group (for younger children) Children in this
group will be invited to sing a song that helps
explore the things they might see and experience on a mountain. Lead them in the “Mountain
Song” (at the bottom of p. 31).
Imagination group (for older children) Children in
this group will explore further how they might
participate in the vision of the reading from Isaiah.
Distribute copies of the resource page “Partners in
Imagination” and look together at the illustration
and Isaiah’s message. Read the text at the bottom
of the page and answer the question together.
Reporting Ring the bell or “singing bowl” as a
signal to gather as a whole group again. Invite the
music group to share their song. Invite the imagination group to share some of the ways they could
help create a new heaven and earth.

The Bible story and us
Recall the Bible reading today which talked about
God’s holy mountain and a dream of hope for
the world. Invite children to think of some of the
things they hope for. Distribute mountain-shaped
pieces of construction paper and invite them take
turns placing their “mountains” on the worship
table as they name the things they hope for.
Season review Invite children to name the different parts of creation. Then, as you name each part
of creation that has been explored this season –
the planet Earth, humanity, sky, and mountains
– pause for a few moments in silence, inviting children to visualize each part in their minds.
Sing the song “O Great Earth” (p. 114). Invite children to gently beat the “heartbeat” rhythm on
their chests with the palm of one hand as they
sing or listen.

Invite the children to select a zone and to work with the materials there.
q Outreach zone: Cards Peace and good will, as

well as good health, are hallmarks of the world
envisioned in the passage from Isaiah. The
children can contribute to creating this kind of
world by sharing peace, good will, and prayers
and wishes for good health with those in need.
Invite the children to make and decorate cards
with drawings of mountains on the front.
Inside, they can write messages of encouragement, such as “Thinking of you” or “We pray
that you will feel well soon.” Make arrangements to give the cards to pastoral visitors in
the congregation or to members of the congregation who would like to send them to people
they know.
q Creation zone: Mosaics When we look up at

mountains, we are reminded of how great God
is. Distribute squares of wood or stiff cardboard
and invite children to draw a simple mountain
scene on their pieces. Then have them choose
pebbles and glass stones to glue onto their
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design to fill in the different sections, such
as sky, streams, green forested slopes, snow
peaks. They could glue a verse from the focus
scripture (such as verse 17 or 25) on the front or
back of their mosaics.
q Speaker

zone: Guest
speakers Members of the
congregation can share
their dreams of the world
transformed into the peaceful abundance of the
vision in Isaiah. Before guests arrive, help children develop a few questions that will invite
the guests to share their hopes and dreams
for the world and to say something of how the
work they do is transformational. The children
might also like to ask what helps these people
continue when the going gets tough. Consider
recording the discussions to share with the
wider congregation and beyond. After the discussion, thank guests, naming them as partners in imagining a world of transformation.

Seasons of the Spirit™ Multiage/Ages 5–12 Season of Creation • Pentecost 2 2018

September 23, 2018
q Nature zone: Hope stones Isaiah’s vision promises

q Craft zone: Response centre In the reading from

that God is creating a new heaven and earth, and a
holy mountain becomes a symbol of hope. Mountains are made of rock and on this Mountain Sunday
invite children to create their own symbol of hope by
making “hope stones.” Distribute stones and have
them write or draw images of hope as reminders of
God’s dream of a new creation. These hope stones
could be taken home, or used to create a “hope stone
garden” on the church property.

Isaiah, a mountain becomes a symbol for God’s
dream of hope and shalom. Invite children to choose
from the craft materials provided to make mountainshaped symbols as reminders of the vision of God’s
holy mountain. Create a display of these images with
a title using a phrase such as “They shall not hurt or
destroy on God’s holy mountain” (Isaiah 65:25).

Gather in the worship space and relight the candle.
Sing again the song “O Great Earth” (on p. 114).
Pray Teach the children the actions for the “Blessing
for Mountain Sunday” on the resource sheet “Imagine
That,” and then lead them in this blessing prayer.

Blessing Send the children out with the following blessing: “Wherever you may go on this amazing planet,
God’s presence will always be with you, steady and
strong as a mountain.”

What did you notice about the way the children engaged with the vision of God’s holy mountain? How might you
continue to support the children in helping to transform the world into God’s holy mountain?

“Mountain Song”
(tune: “The More We Get Together”)

Have you ever seen a mountain, a mountain, a mountain?
If you’ve ever seen a mountain then you’ve heard what I’ve heard.
For there’s wind… (pause to make wind sounds),
and water… (pause to make water sounds),
and birds… (pause to make bird sounds),
and animals…(pause to make animal sounds),
If you’ve ever seen a mountain then you’ve heard these sounds too.
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Climbing meditation

Imagine
That

September 23, 2018

Let’s take a journey in our imagination.
Imagine that you are at the base of a high mountain.
From the base you can see all the way up the mountain’s strong sides to the very top.
Imagine the sides of this mountain. Are they rocky? Are there trees?
Imagine the top of this mountain. Is it pointy or flat? Is there snow on top?
You notice a trail up the mountain.
You begin to climb up the trail.
You are getting really hot and sweaty, working very hard.
Now imagine a cool breeze comes along and gently cools you down. You keep going.
Now imagine that you are tired and need a rest. You reach a little shelf on the mountainside and rest there.
Then you start climbing again.
Now you are a little scared. It is very steep near the top.
Another climber who is up ahead shouts, “It’s okay. You can do it!”
You keep going and finally you reach the top.
What do you see?

A blessing for
Mountain Sunday

imagining

(based on Psalm 48:1–11)

(As you say each bolded word, pause and
lead the children in the motions.)
Great is God…

creating

Imagining…Transforming…Creating…
Great is God’s holy mountain…

steady
transforming

Steady…Healthy…Peaceful…
Let the mountains celebrate, all the way to the top…
God’s love is steadfast, like a mountain.
Thanks be to God. Amen.

all the way
to the top

healthy
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Resource Sheet

God’s Holy Mountain
(based on Isaiah 65:17–25)

Voice inflection is important in conveying
the emotion and tone of a reading.
Use a voice which is joyful to
express the theme of hope
in this week’s
reading.

(Invite children to name some of the blessings they
have.)
God is making everything new:
a new heaven and a new earth.
Everyone will have their own house;
everyone will have a garden to harvest food
from.
They will enjoy the results of their work

(Invite children to repeat the bolded words after
you.)
God is making everything new:
a new heaven and a new earth.
Be happy about what God is creating,
because this place will be a joy,
and the people will be a delight!

and no one will take it away from them.
(Invite children to name some of the things they
would like to grow in a garden.)
God is making everything new:
a new heaven and a new earth.
God will answer their prayers even before they
ask.
Animals won’t attack other animals anymore;

This is God’s dream:
There won’t be any more sadness;
no more terrible things will happen.
(Invite children to name some of the sad and hard
things in the world today.)

wolves and lambs, lions and cattle will all get
along.
All creatures will be at peace with one another.
No one will hurt anyone else or cause destruction in this place.
It will be called God’s holy mountain.

God is making everything new:
a new heaven and a new earth.
A person who lives to be a hundred
will still be called young.
People will live their days
like a tree with deep roots
and many branches reaching for the sky.
Each day will be called a blessing.
Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2018

(Invite children to name some of their hopes for the
world.)
God is making everything new:
a new heaven and a new earth.
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The prophet Isaiah tells the
story of God’s holy mountain.

Mountain Sunday paints a picture of our world transformed
by love. God is always creating new visions of a healthy,
peaceful world with enough for all.
n
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How can we help make these dreams come true?
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Getting Out of the Way

September 30, 2018

The Season after Pentecost is also known as Ordinary Time. The scriptures for this week,
however, are not at all about being ordinary; they are about being different and being
clear about following in God’s ways. This week’s readings invite us to explore what it
means to be faithful, and to consider ways we create barriers or tend toward attitudes of
exclusion, and how we can create better communities of belonging for all peoples.
Focus scripture: Mark 9:38–50
Issues of boundaries and acceptance are some
of the questions that the first disciples and
first readers raised in the gospel of Mark.
In a cultural context where who was “in,”
who was “out,” and who was “right” were
important concerns, the first disciples find
themselves preoccupied with another person
who is not a part of their little group.
In this story, Jesus’ followers express
urgent concern for the one who is “casting out
demons” in Christ’s name and yet is not one of
“them.” Jesus’ followers had already witnessed
Jesus’ exorcisms and had tried to do some
themselves, with limited success. When this
“other” ministers effectively in Jesus’ name, it
becomes a significant issue.
Jesus, however, moves the disciples
away from thinking about who belongs and
who doesn’t. Instead, Jesus challenges them
to a broader understanding of community
and to overcome their own challenges and
limitations rather than someone else’s. Jesus is
not concerned with the one who is healing in
his name; he reminds them that “whoever is not
against us is for us.” Jesus draws the disciples
away from their own exclusionary attitudes and
to see the way God is at work in the community.
The passage includes a rather gruesome
description of “cutting off” that which causes
stumbling, rather than losing the whole self.
The utmost concern is to keep on the path, the
way of Jesus.
The way is the road one takes to follow
Jesus, even if it involves going to Jerusalem
and challenging the most powerful of political
regimes. What will it mean to go where Christ
goes? What does it mean to have integrity with
God’s dreams and desires, and to avoid the
social and political roadblocks to that integrity?
The worst violation the followers can commit
is to be barriers to faith and understanding for
those new to the faith. Jesus suggests it would
even be better to die than to get in the way of the
self or another’s faith.
Although some people interpret each of
these body parts as referring to a particular sin,
Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2018

the passage likely reflects a common, ancient use
of body metaphor to refer to a social or political
group. Therefore, if these tensions, problems,
or even individuals are affecting the path and
integrity of the whole, it would be better to lose
the part instead of the whole, perhaps by way of
excommunication.
The alternative punishment described
as “the unquenchable fire” makes subtle
references to Jeremiah’s and Isaiah’s use of
these descriptors for life outside of God. Again,
despite the disturbing imagery, punishment
for Jesus involves logical consequences; what
would happen if disciples fell prey to the desire
to gain power and to enforce their own rules
rather than God’s way. Such action leads to a
life of exile, isolation, and separation from the
relationship and life that Jesus demonstrates.
The disciples are left with an imperative
to have salt in themselves and to be at peace
with one another. This could mean preservation
of the group and the integrity of its followers.
Losing our saltiness means not living in the full
potential of ourselves.
The story in Esther 7:1–6, 9–10; 9:20–
22 describes a woman who does not lose
her saltiness. Esther shows great courage
and fortitude in overcoming the social and
political roadblocks to saving her people and
her integrity, as part of her community of
belonging. The poet of Psalm 124 reminds us,
in a spirit of gratitude, that none of this integrity
or conviction is possible without leaning into
the strength and power of God. James 5:13–20
says that not only are we to get out of the way
of others, but should they wander we are to be
active in guiding them back to the pathway, so
that life is sustained for all.
•••••
One of the marks of Christian discipleship is a
willingness to be different. This is not always
easy. However, being different can result in
healing, life, and a better place of belonging for
others in the community. Are there ways you
can be different to more faithfully follow Jesus?

Focus scripture
Mark 9:38–50
Additional scriptures
Esther 7:1–6, 9–10;
9:20–22
Psalm 124
James 5:13–20
Seasons of the Spirit
is based on semicontinuous readings of the
Revised Common Lectionary.

God of love,
sometimes we are
too confident that
our ways are the
only ways and we
become too comfortable in our
exclusive communities. Grant
us grace, humility,
and wisdom to
expand our ways
of thinking so we
might honour
your God-given
differences in the
people around us
and better accept
your way of guidance for us all.
Amen.

If you have Internet
access, visit
www.seasonsonline.ca
to access Spirit
Sightings for
connections between
current events and the
focus passage.
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The Focus for Ages 5–12

Y

oung children in this age group like to
help their parents, or other signficant
adults such as grandparents. Older
children may also enjoy helping younger siblings. Some tasks or jobs are beyond the abilities of younger children and can therefore
be unsafe, but where safety or developmental ability isn’t an issue “helping” others can
increase chrildren’s comfort level and ability
with the tasks or skills involved in an activity,
and can nurture their growing sense of competence and self-assurance. Working with others
helps younger children strengthen their interpersonal social skills and cooperation. Older
children may engage in cooperative endeavers and enjoy team sports or dance groups, or
working with others on joint projects.
Helping a parent or other significant adult
can feel like a very “special” responsibility
to young children and they can sometimes

become jealous of others who want to help
too. Older preteens are often eager to take on
new responsibilies and to prove themselve
capable and trustworthy. At times they may
express jealousy or resentment of an older
sibling who may have priviledges or be
allowed to do things that are still denied.
In today’s story, the disciples are concerned
about who should and shouldn’t be allowed to
help Jesus with his work of loving and caring
for other people. Jesus reminds the disciples
that there is lots of work to do, there are lots
of people who need love and care, and that
everyone who wants to help him and share in
God’s work is welcome, no matter who they are.
Pray that the session today will help the
children in your group feel empowered and
encourage to help others, at church, at home,
and at school.

Prepare
Before the session
q Read and prayerfully reflect on this

week’s focus scripture, Mark 9:38–50, and
biblical background material (p. 35).
q Bring basic supply kit (p. 2), matches,

candle snuffer, offering basket; optional:
Seasons Songbook (Volume 7), Seasons
Music CD (Volume 7), CD or MP3
player; downloadable sheet music and
MP3 recordings are available at www.
seasonsonline.ca.
q Set a worship space with green cloth,

candle, and Bible with bookmark placed
in focus passage.
q Bring a small bell or “singing bowl” and

“Gathering song” (on resource sheet
“Music and Other Resources,” p. 108).

Engage
 Bring three copies of the resource sheet

“Sharing God’s Work” and ask three
enthusiastic readers to prepare to tell the
story.
 Write the following statements on

separate slips of paper: 1. You do not
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Respond
Choose one or more of the following activities and bring materials to set up the chosen
zones.
 Labyrinth zone: Open or download the

Virtual Resource Booklet in the Library
at www.seasonsonline.ca and print
out copies of the two different finger
labyrinths (pp. 44 and 45 in the booklet).
 Creative writing zone: copies of the

resource sheet “What Would You Say?”
 Lettering arts zone: paper and art

Gather
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belong to our group; You cannot do God’s
work. 2. God’s love is for everyone who
shares in God’s work!

supplies
 Craft zone: cut out hand shapes of

various sizes from light-weight cardboard,
peel the paper from multicultural fleshcoloured crayons.
 Storytelling zone: copies of the resource

sheet “Sharing in God’s Work”

Bless
q Bring “Blessing Song” (on resource sheet

“Session Resources,” p. 108).
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Getting Out of the Way
Scripture

FOCUS

To explore ways that we all share in God’s work.

Mark 9:38–50

Welcome the children as they arrive. Introduce
newcomers to the group.

God’s presence (place candle on worship
table and light it),
as we hear wise stories from the Bible
(place Bible on worship table),
as we share our own stories together
(place paper figures on worship table).

Call to gather Ring the bell or “singing bowl” as
a signal for everyone to gather in the worship
space.
Opening ritual Point out the green cloth in the
worship basket and explain that green is a growing colour and reminds us that this is a time
when we can grow as God’s children as we learn
more about God and Jesus. Invite three volunteers to place the items from the basket in the
worship space as you lead in the litany.
Leader: Welcome to this place
as we learn about living in God’s way
from day to day (place green cloth on worship table),
as we light a candle as a symbol of

All:

All are welcome here.

Pray the following prayer, inviting children to
repeat each line after you:
God of life,
God of wisdom,
God of friendship,
thank you for your love,
and thank you for stories about Jesus.
Amen.
Receive the offering. Extinguish the candle to
signal that the opening ritual has ended.

Connecting with the focus
Ask group members if any of them have ever been on a team. What does it mean to be on a team? Listen
carefully to responses.

Preparing for the story
Invite a child to bring the Bible from the worship table and use the bookmark to open it to the
gospel of Mark. Remind the children that this is
one of the books in the Bible that has lots of stories about Jesus and his friends, called the disciples.

The Bible story
Gather the children in a circle. Invite the three
volunteers to read the story from the resource
sheet “Sharing God’s Work” with energy.

Exploring the story further
(To enable the children to explore the scripture reading
further, explain the two options and have each child
select one.)
Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2018

Statements group Hand out the two printed
statements to volunteers. Prepare the group to
hear two very different statements. Invite the
volunteers to read as forcefully as they can. Ask
everyone to notice how they feel when they hear
each statement. Have the negative statement
read first. “You do not belong to our group. You
cannot do God’s work.” Then invite each person
to say or show what their feelings were as they
heard those words. Now ask the group to notice
their feelings when they hear the next volunteer
read: “God’s love is for everyone who shares in
God’s work!” Ask them again to say or show how
they feel, and talk about how different this feels
from their reactions to the first statement.
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Litany group Read the following litany, asking the
children to join in the response “God’s love is for
everyone” after each statement.
God’s love litany:
When you share a friendly smile, you show
God’s love.
God’s love is for everyone.
When you help someone solve a problem, you
show God’s love.
God’s love is for everyone.
When you give a thirsty person water, you
show God’s love.
God’s love is for everyone.
When you share a meal with someone, you
show God’s love.
God’s love is for everyone.
(Invite children to come up with their own examples… If they are reticent simply continue.)

When you pray for all God’s creation, you
show God’s love.
God’s love is for everyone.
When you share your gifts and talents with
others, you show God’s love.
God’s love is for everyone.
When you help bring peace to others, you
show God’s love.
God’s love is for everyone.
Reporting Ring the bell or “singing bowl” as a
signal to gather as a whole group again. Invite the
statements group to share what it felt like to hear
each statment. Invite the litany group to share one
of the examples they came up with.

The Bible story and us
How does it feel to excluded from a team or a
group you really want to be a part of? How does it
feel to invited to join a group?

Invite the children to select a zone and work with the materials there.
q Labyrinth zone: Invite children to

choose a labyrinth design and to
trace their finger along the labyrinth
path while they reflect on ways they
can share in God’s work.
 Writing zone: Use the resource sheet
“What Would You Say?” Invite the
children to imagine they are having
an interview with Jesus and he is the
one asking the questions.
 Lettering arts zone: Create a logo for God’s
“team” that you could imagine being printed
on a T-shirt. What symbols or colours do you
think would be best? Would the team have a
name? What would you call it? (Note to leaders:
Perhaps you could make a bigger project of this
and choose a design to have printed on shirts
for the members of your group at a later date as
part of a special celebration.)
 Craft zone: Show the hand cut-outs to the group
and point out the different sizes. Demonstrate
how to place a paper hand under a sheet of
paper and rub over the paper with a peeled
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crayon. Move the hand slightly and rub again
to create a collage of hands. Then, hand out
the papers and invite the children to choose a
hand shape for rubbing. Encourage the children to use different sizes of hands and colours of crayon. Look together at the finished
collages. All of us can use our hands for God’s
work. Invite children to print the words “Our
hands do God’s work” on their collage. (Tip: for
younger children, tape the paper over the hand
shape to prevent the paper from shifting.)
 Storytelling zone: Sharing in God’s

work Hand out the resource sheet
“Sharing in God’s Work” and talk
about some of the ways of sharing in
God’s work. Encourage children to tell the story
they think is unfolding in each of the pictures.
Which of these activities would they like to do?
Invite participants to cut out the figures on the
bottom of the page and glue them into the pictures that appeal to them.

Seasons of the Spirit™ Multiage/Ages 5–12 Season of Creation • Pentecost 2 2018

September 30, 2018

Gather in the worship space and relight the candle.
Sing the “Blessing song” (on p. 108).

Blessing Send children out with the words, “Go out to
share God’s love with an open heart and open hands.”

Pray (inviting children to repeat each line after you)
Dear God,
thank you for your wise ways of love.
Help us listen and choose to live in your way.
Amen.

Who are the people who do God’s loving work in your community without being a part of your church? Where does
your work overlap? What might be points of connection? In what ways does your community celebrate their work?
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Sharing God’s Work
(based on Mark 9:38–50)

Narrator:
The gospel of Mark describes how Jesus was
becoming very well known because of his amazing
healing powers and his teachings. Many people
came to see and hear him and chose to follow
God’s way, even if they didn’t join his group of
followers travelling from place to place. One day,
John, one of the disciples, became very angry.

John:
“Jesus, I need to talk to you. We saw a man doing
the work that you asked us to do. That wasn’t
right. I told him to stop because he was not part of
our group.”

Narrator:
Jesus looked at John. Then he shook his head and
smiled.

Jesus:
“John,” he said, “do not try and stop people doing
God’s loving work. Remember, God’s love is for
everyone. Everyone can use their hands and feet
and eyes and mouths to show and tell of God’s
love in the world. Everyone can share in God’s
loving work. We need to welcome and appreciate
all people who share God’s work. (In a very loud
voice) God’s love is for everyone.
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What Would You Say?
What is it like to be one of the people working on
God’s team? Imagine Jesus came to talk to you about
the work you do for God. What would you say? Think
about the work you do and answer the following
questions just the way you would if you were speaking
to Jesus. Remember that the way we talk is often very
different from the way we write.
Jesus: I wonder if you have any ideas about how
we could all work together better as a team?

Jesus: The work our team does for God is very
important. I want you to know that everything
you have done for God is valuable and much
appreciated. Can you tell me how everything is
going for you right now.

Jesus: What are some of the things you
have been working on for God lately?

Jesus: I want to thank you for spending
this time with me and I want you to
remember that you are a very important
team member. Keep up the good work.
And remember, if there aren’t any other
team members around when you have
a work problem, say a prayer. God is
always there.

Jesus: What do you think is the biggest
problem that makes it difficult for you to do
God’s work?

Jesus: Is there another team member you feel
you can go to for help when you are having a
problem doing God’s work?
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Sharing in God’s Work

by loving

by helping a friend

by caring for the land

by sharing

Cut out the figures.
Glue them into the
pictures that show the
ways that you would
like to share in God’s
work.
42
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Tough Questions
along the Way
Today’s readings are divisive and bring up difficult issues, such as divorce, heteronormative roles, and the place of children in worship and ministry. Such issues have
divided families, communities of faith, denominations, and ecumenical movements.
How do we address such painful issues in the community while journeying on God’s
way together?
Focus scripture: Mark 10:2–16
A few Pharisees intentionally asked Jesus a
question about a hot topic, marriage, hoping
to expose faults in Jesus’ thinking, and to
make others question, and perhaps stop, following him. The question likely had very
little to do with divorce and more to do with
coercing Jesus into making a statement that
would get him in trouble. Unfortunately, this
context is often removed from modern interpretations of this text, allowing people to use
this passage to affirm heterosexuality and
heteronormative gender roles.
The Pharisees ask, is divorce permitted?
The answer is yes. At the time, divorces
happened regularly and without much thought
to women, whose identities and social status
were unjustly attached to their husbands. It
could be argued that Jesus is challenging this
unfair system of divorce by saying that men
and women are one, or are equal, “and the two
shall become one flesh.”
Jesus points out that Moses permitted
divorce because of people’s “hardness of heart.”
In other words, because we are not yet as we
will be, our relationships will from time to time
fail. While Jesus states that “whatever God has
joined together no one should separate,” this
statement brings up many more questions such
as, if a relationship breaks down, was it in fact
joined by God in the first place? If God made
man and woman as one, why do we separate,
or even try to define or distinguish between
sexes?
Jesus goes on to point out that both the
man and the woman commit adultery if they
divorce. This is a radical statement because at
the time adultery was a crime against a man and
there was no provision for a woman to divorce a
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man. Again, perhaps Jesus is affirming equality
between people, or perhaps the elimination of
such binary thinking.
Directly after talking about the equality
of people in marriage, Jesus again challenges
societal norms by welcoming and blessing
children. In the time of Jesus, children, like
women, were a marginalized and dominated
group. Arguably, children were the most
vulnerable and least valued members of society.
By welcoming and blessing children, Jesus is
embracing and caring for the most oppressed.
When Jesus states, “whoever does not enter the
kingdom of God as a little child will never enter
it,” it is possible that he is not only speaking of
the idealized qualities of a child, but of a child’s
social location.
Hebrews 1:1–4, 2:5–12 reminds us of Jesus
living out his integrity, and emphasizes that
Jesus models God’s care for all.
Job 1:1, 2:1–10 asks, in narrative form,
the difficult question of why we suffer, while
reminding us that even when we are at our
lowest God is always with us. Psalm 26 further
emphasizes God’s steadfast love, even in the
midst of hardships.
•••••
This week’s readings are challenging. There
might be a natural inclination to avoid the difficult conversations that these readings can
spark, but if we rejected all of the difficult passages, we would miss an opportunity to grow
deeper in our trust with God and with each
other. How can you create a safe atmosphere
to have radical conversations about the painful
issues of divorce, heteronormative gender roles,
and oppression that are highlighted in these
passages?

October 7, 2018

Focus scripture
Mark 10:2–16
Additional scriptures
Job 1:1; 2:1–10
Psalm 26
Hebrews 1:1–4; 2:5–12

Seasons of the Spirit
is based on semicontinuous readings of the
Revised Common Lectionary.

As we wrestle with
tough questions,
and uncertain
answers, grant
us the courage to
ask what is on our
hearts, and the
loving-kindness
to empathize with
opinions we do
not understand.
Amen.

If you have Internet
access, visit
www.seasonsonline.ca
to access Spirit
Sightings for
connections between
current events and the
focus passage.
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The Focus for Ages 5–12

C

hildren in this age group know that
they make mistakes and say things
they later regret. They know that
sometimes they can physically hurt one
another in anger or frustration. Most younger
children are quick to forgive and reconcile
with peers after they have had a falling out.
Reconciliation is sometimes harder for older
children in this age group as peer groups can
sometimes be places of exclusion rather than
inclusion. The session can help all children
explore the importance of welcoming those
on the margins as well as those in the “inner
circle.”
All children need and deserve blessings

from the loving adults in their lives. Each session for this age group closes with a blessing.
This moment may be the most loving one
some children experience all week. Always
save time to bless each child and add a personal word if you can. Pray that the children will know the joy of God’s blessing and
affirming love as they explore what it means
to be welcoming and caring.
Note: This week’s story focuses on the last
four verses of the focus passage. In today’s
world, where many children are affected by
divorce, Jesus’ words about divorce earlier in
the passage may be difficult to explore in a
limited time.

Prepare
Before the session

q Chant group: copies of “Chant” (on p. 47)

q Read and prayerfully reflect on this

q Imagination group: length of fabric

week’s focus scripture, Mark 10:2–16, and
biblical background material (p. 43).
q Bring items for worship space in a basket:

green cloth, candle, Bible with bookmark
placed in focus passage, and a set of
paper chain figures (see resource sheet on
p. 109).
q Bring basic supply kit (p. 2), matches,

candle snuffer, offering basket, and, if
possible, Seasons Songbook (Volume 7),
Seasons Music CD (Volume 7), CD or MP3
player; downloadable sheet music and
MP3 recordings are available at www.
seasonsonline.ca.

Respond
Choose one or more of the following activities and bring materials to set up the chosen
zones.
q Drama zone: no materials needed
q Activity zone: copies of this week’s

resource sheet “Magnetic Maze,”
magnets, large metal paper clips, card
stock or light cardboard
q Craft zone: copies of this week’s resource

sheet “Blessed Welcome,” variety of
colours of tissue paper
q Art zone: sheets of paper, art supplies,

copies of “Hebrew blessing” (on p. 47)

Gather
q Bring a small bell or “singing bowl” and

“Gathering song” (on resource sheet
“Music and Other Resources,” p. 108).

Bless
q Bring “Blessing song” (on resource sheet

“Music and Other Resources,” p. 108).

Engage
q Bring copies of resource sheet

“Let Them Come.”
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Tough Questions along the Way
Scripture

FOCUS

To explore Jesus’ teaching about blessing and welcoming love.

Mark 10:2–16

Welcome the children as they arrive. Introduce
newcomers to the group.

God’s presence (place candle on worship
table and light it),
as we hear wise stories from the Bible
(place Bible on worship table),
as we share our own stories together
(place paper figures on worship table).

Call to gather Ring the bell or “singing bowl” as
a signal for everyone to gather in the worship
space.
Opening ritual Point out the green cloth in the
worship basket and explain that green is a growing colour and reminds us that this is a time
when we can grow as God’s children as we learn
more about God and Jesus. Invite three volunteers to place the items from the basket in the
worship space as you lead in the litany.
Leader: Welcome to this place
as we learn about living in God’s way
from day to day (place green cloth on worship table),
as we light a candle as a symbol of

All:

All are welcome here.

Pray the following prayer, inviting children to
repeat each line after you:
God of life,
God of wisdom,
God of friendship,
thank you for your love,
and thank you for stories about Jesus.
Amen.
Receive the offering. Extinguish the candle to
signal that the opening ritual has ended.

Connecting with the focus
Ask:
n What are some of the things that make you happy?

Note that in today’s story the disciples learn from Jesus about welcoming love.

Preparing for the story
Invite a child to bring the Bible from the worship table and use the bookmark to open it to the
gospel of Mark. Remind the children that this is
one of the books in the Bible that has lots of stories about Jesus and his friends, called the disciples.

The Bible story
Gather the children in a circle. Use the resource
sheet “Let Them Come” to tell the story based on
Mark 10:2–16, inviting children to respond with
their own actions.
Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2018

n What do you think the disciples learned from

Jesus’ actions and words?
Read verse 16 and invite children to share their
definitions of the word “blessing.”
n When or where have you seen people bless-

ing others?
Answers might include: people being blessed in
church by the laying on of hands; asking God to
bless the food before meals; asking God to bless
the people close to us in bedtime prayers; words
of blessing at the end of each week’s session.
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Exploring the story further
(To enable the children to explore the scripture reading further, explain the two options and have each child
select one.)
Chant group (for younger children) The children in
this group have the opportunity to respond to a
litany that outlines some more ways we can do
God’s work. Invite children to form pairs facing
each other and join in the chant by repeating each
line after you and doing the actions. If time permits form other “blessing pairs.”
Imagination group (for older children) The children
in this group have the opportunity to use drama
to imagine what Jesus might say to each of them.
Place the fabric over a chair and have children take
turns sitting beside the chair which represents
Jesus and imagining what words Jesus might say

to them as a blessing. They can reflect silently or
say it aloud. What else might Jesus say?
Reporting Ring the bell or “singing bowl” as a
signal to gather as a whole group again. Invite the
chant group to share the blessing chant with the
rest of the group. Invite one person in the imagination group to sit in the “Jesus chair” and offer a
blessing for the whole group.

The Bible story and us
Jesus welcomed and blessed the children, and we
can welcome and bless people too.
n Who are on the edges of a group today? How

can we make all feel included and welcomed?

Invite the children to select a zone and work with the materials there.
q Drama zone: Role play (for older chil-

dren) In this week’s story, Jesus
turns things around by making
the children the centre of the action
and using them as an example of how
to live in God’s way. Invite children to imagine who Jesus might invite into the centre in
today’s world. Form small groups to act out
some conversations between Jesus and people
on the margins today, and present dramas to
the whole group. What might Jesus say to us
about welcoming others if he came to our
church today?
q Activity zone: Magnetic maze (for younger chil-

dren) Jesus showed everyone God’s great love,
and that love was like a magnet, drawing everyone to Jesus. Distribute copies of resource sheet
“Magnetic Maze” and materials and review the
instructions for assembling the activity. Invite
children to experiment with the magnets as
you read the information at the top of the page.
Encourage them to take the activity home to
demonstrate the power of God’s love.
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q Craft zone: Torn paper pictures Jesus welcomed

the children with blessing and an affirming
love. Distribute copies of the resource sheet
“Blessed Welcome” and read the top section
together. Invite children to create images of
welcome by layering torn tissue paper and
painting over the layers with mixtures of
thinned white glue. Encourage them to choose
welcoming colours, and explain that the images
of welcome and blessing can be abstract if they
wish.
q Art zone: Blessing book Invite children to make

a simple blessing book in which they can list
people who bless them and whom they bless.
Show them how to make the book: fold a sheet
of paper in half and then in half again to make
a front and back cover and two inside pages.
Print a title such as “Blessing Book” on the
front cover and add designs and decorations.
Glue a copy of the “Hebrew blessing” on the
back cover. On the first page inside, help children list names of people they want to bless. On
the other page help them list those who bless
them. Suggest that they use their books at home
as reminders to give thanks for their blessings
and to pray for those they want to bless.
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Gather in the worship space and relight the candle.
Sing the “Blessing song” (on p. 108).

Pray Invite the children to offer their own prayers for
family and friends. Say “Amen” together.
Blessing Form pairs and say to each other the words of
the “Hebrew blessing” (below).

Distribute copies of the resource sheet “Let Them Come” and the “Hebrew blessing” and “Chant” for the children to
share at home. Pray for those children in your group who might be in special need of a blessing.

Hebrew blessing

Chant group

May God bless you and
keep you.
May the light of God’s
love shine on you.
May God give you peace.

Jesus blessed the children, and I’m blessed too.
(Each person places a hand on his or her own
head).
Jesus blessed the children, and I bless you.
(Each person places a hand on the partner’s head).
Jesus blessed the children, and we can bless
everyone.
(All spread their hands outstretched, as if blessing a
group).
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Let Them Come
(based on Mark 10:2–16)

Children enjoy participating in stories.
Invite them to add actions such as
shrugging their shoulders during the
questions, making walking
motions, making
welcoming
motions.

W

herever Jesus went, people came.
They came to ask for healing.
They brought friends and family
members to be healed. Some people came
because they wanted to hear Jesus’ stories
about God and God’s way. Others came
because everyone they knew was going. And
some came because they were just curious
about this one who seemed to be different
from other travelling preachers and healers.
Old people came. Young people came. Whole
families came. Rich people came. Poor people
came. Even religious leaders stood around the
edges of the crowd in some places.
Sometimes they came with questions,
questions that worried them. Questions like,
“Are you the Messiah?” Others came to test
Jesus with questions like “Why do you let
your followers work on the Sabbath?” Even
religious leaders came to him with questions,
trying to catch him saying something that
was against the Jewish laws: “Is it lawful for a
man to send his wife away?” Sometimes after
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Jesus answered, he had to explain the answer
to the disciples. They were ordinary men, not
religious leaders.
But Jesus kept walking from village to city
and town. Jesus healed people who were sick,
people who could not see, people who could
not hear or speak.
Jesus’ special friends, the disciples, worried
about all this walking and all the crowds and
all that Jesus did. Surely Jesus needed rest.
When this story happened, Jesus and the
disciples had left Capernaum and gone to the
region of Judea, beyond the Jordan River.
Jesus had just had an intense discussion with
some religious leaders. Now he was relaxing
with the disciples. Well, he wasn’t really
relaxing because parents kept bringing their
children to Jesus to be blessed by touching
them.
Trying to protect Jesus, the disciples said,
“Don’t bother Jesus now. He is tired.”
Jesus heard them tell the parents and children
to go away. He stood up, looked sternly at the
disciples who were sending the families away,
and said, “Let the children come to me. Do not
turn them away. Little ones like this belong
to God. If you don’t look to God as simply
as these children do, you will never be with
God.”
Then Jesus tenderly took the children in his
arms and blessed them.
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When Jesus showed God’s love and care, people were drawn to him,
just as metal is drawn to a magnet.
Instructions
1. Cut out the figure of the child and decorate.
2. Tape the paper clip to the back of the figure.
3. Cut out the maze and glue it onto the cardboard.
4. Lay the figure of the child on its back, near one of the entrances to the maze.
5. Hold the magnet below the maze, where the paper clip is resting.
6. Imagine that the maze is the crowd of people between the child and Jesus.
7. Begin moving the magnet down a maze path to guide the child through the crowds.
8. How many different ways can you find to get to Jesus?
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Blessed Welcome
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me; do not stop them;
for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.”
(Mark 10:14)

Who are those in our world who need to be welcomed?
What might that welcome look like?
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Finding Our Way
This week’s scripture readings are about things that seem impossible. In one story,
Jesus talks about something that is physically impossible. He also asks a man to do
something that the man feels would be impossible to do. In other passages, the people’s suffering is such that they find it impossible that God would still be listening to
their cries of despair. In all cases, God is ever-present, prompting people with new
possibilities. God’s Spirit accompanies us on the journey.
Focus scripture: Mark 10:17–31
The idea of a camel moving through the tiny
eye of a needle is ridiculous. In a literal sense,
it is impossible.
As a result, over the years, different
explanations have emerged for Jesus’
statement about a camel passing through the
eye of a needle. Perhaps the most popular is
that there was a door in the wall of Jerusalem
that a person could get through, but which
was not big enough for a camel; it was called
“the needle’s eye.” Given that only the
wealthy could afford a camel to carry their
worldly possessions, the implication was that
one could only enter the city through that
gate if one were unencumbered. The only
problem is that, if such a gate existed at all, it
is not attested to until some 800 years after the
time of Jesus. It is an intriguing story, but it is
doubtful that Jesus meant it that way.
It is possible that Jesus was trying to
make a different point. The idea of a camel
going through the eye of a needle is ludicrous,
but so is the idea of a wealthy person getting
into the realm of God. It’s not that God would
outlaw or prohibit such a thing, but rather
a person caught up in the creation of more
wealth may not readily notice how God’s
realm operates. In that sense, the rich person
might be more focused on their possessions
than on God’s promises and possibilities. In
this story, the rich man seems to recognize
that, but fears change.
This person knows the commandments
and knows what is required of all people to
be in favour with God. There is something
missing, and so he asks Jesus for advice.
But Jesus’ advice does not sit well: “Go, sell
all you have, give it to the poor, and come
back and follow me.” The rich person finds
this impossible! The question that begins the
conversation with Jesus is one that many
would have wondered about in those days. It
is not about an afterlife in heaven, but about
living in the new reality that God was about
to bring to bear on earth.
For many years, the Jews had longed for
Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2018

a day they knew was coming – a time when
God’s realm would be present on earth; they
called this “the age to come.” It is precisely life
in that age that the person wants to inherit,
and they inquire as to how.
In addition to giving a commandment,
however, Jesus “loved him.” Some scholars
have suggested this means Jesus offered
a loving gesture, perhaps putting his arm
around the other’s shoulder. Jesus does
not stand in judgment, but enters into the
other one’s space, implying perhaps that he
perceives the world through their lens.
Jesus suggests that selling all he has and
giving the money to the poor will, in turn, give
him an investment in God. It’s as if Jesus had
said, “You want to invest in God? Invest in
those who have need.” It’s not an uncommon
theme in the gospels, but it can be a struggle
to grasp.
Just as this rich person wonders how to
attain God’s favour, in Job 23:1–9, 16–17 we
read that Job also has those questions. Caught
up in suffering, Job longs not so much for
what is missing as simply for the presence
of God in his life. Even in pain and grief, he
knows God is loving. Yet, in the moment,
he finds it impossible to connect with God.
The writer of Psalm 22:1–15 echoes similar
feelings. In Hebrews 4:12–16 we are reminded
that even if we are naked and unadorned
before God, God still accepts us. Jesus knows
and understands all we have gone through,
having experienced life with all its ups and
downs, just like us. As he may have done
with the rich one, Jesus reaches out in love
and touches us.
•••••
Even when life seems impossible, God
prompts us with new ways of being and with
new possibilities for life. This ever-present
God invites us to lean into God’s possibility
of love. What possibilities do you think God
might be imagining for you? How might you
invest in God? What might you need to give
up to follow God’s ways more closely?

October 14, 2018

Focus scripture
Mark 10:17–31
Additional scriptures
Job 23:1–9, 16–17
Psalm 22:1–15
Hebrews 4:12–16

Seasons of the Spirit
is based on semicontinuous readings of the
Revised Common Lectionary.

God of life, you
call us to give
ourselves to you.
Sometimes we
cannot imagine
your possibilities.
Sometimes we
value our possessions more than
we value your
love and promises. Sometimes
we do not want to
give up anything.
Help us to live
more faithfully
as your followers. Challenge us
to risk ourselves.
Show us what we
need to give up to
be closer to you.
Amen.
If you have Internet
access, visit
www.seasonsonline.ca
to access Spirit
Sightings for
connections between
current events and the
focus passage.
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The Focus for Ages 5–12

M

ost children would find the idea of
giving away precious possessions
difficult. We live in a consumer
society and just as the rich person in this
week’s gospel story struggles with the idea
of selling all he has, children might struggle also with the idea of letting go of their
things. Younger children in the group likely
have strong attachments to favourite toys and
many will hold these back when playing with
friends or siblings. The pre-teens in the group
might live with tension between family standards and peer expectations. Intense peer pressure about material possessions often dictates
wearing the “right” clothes, listening to the

“right” music, and buying the “right” stuff.
Older children in your group may hear from
their peers that their popularity and security
depends on an attachment to things.
What practices, then, do we want to
teach our children about consumerism and
following Jesus in God’s way? This session
approaches an answer to that question and
explores the notion of “letting go.” The story
may help children understand that God’s way
is about helping everyone, rather than hoarding for ourselves. Pray that the children in the
group will be open to receive all God has in
store and to know that God loves them for
who they are, not what they have.

Prepare
Before the session
q Read and prayerfully reflect on this

week’s focus scripture, Mark 10:17–31, and
biblical background material (p. 51).
q Bring items for worship space in a basket:

green cloth, candle, Bible with bookmark
placed in focus passage, and a set of paper
chain figures (see resource sheet on p. 109).
q Bring basic supply kit (p. 2), matches,

candle snuffer, offering basket, and, if
possible, Seasons Songbook (Volume 7),
Seasons Music CD (Volume 7), CD or MP3
player; downloadable sheet music and
MP3 recordings are available at www.
seasonsonline.ca.

Gather
q Bring a small bell or “singing bowl” and

“Gathering song” (on resource sheet
“Music and Other Resources,” p. 108).

Engage
q Bring copies of this week’s resource sheet

“Living God’s Way”
q Song group: copy of song “We Will

Follow Jesus” (on resource sheet
“Music and Other Resources,” p. 108)

q Bible research group: copies

of this week’s resource sheet
“Let Go and Let God”

Respond
Choose one or more of the following
activities and bring materials to set up the
chosen zones.
q Puzzle zone: copies of this week’s

resource sheet “Symbol Puzzle”
q Art zone: used magazines and

newspapers
q Outreach zone: no materials needed
q Craft zone: construction paper, stickers,

yarn; draw lines and print phrases
on papers for younger children (see
illustration on p. 54); make sample.
q Music zone: song “Listen Now for the

Gospel” (#25 on Seasons Music CD, Vol.
7; available for purchase as an mp3
download from the Seasons website); print
refrain lyrics on newsprint

Bless
q Bring “Blessing song” (on resource sheet

“Music and Other Resources,” p. 108).

52

Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2018

Seasons of the Spirit™ Multiage/Ages 5–12 Season of Creation • Pentecost 2 2018

October 14, 2018

Finding Our Way
Scripture
Mark 10:17–31

FOCUS

To learn about God’s way from the conversation between Jesus and
the rich person.

Welcome the children as they arrive. Introduce
newcomers to the group.

God’s presence (place candle on worship
table and light it),
as we hear wise stories from the Bible
(place Bible on worship table),
as we share our own stories together
(place paper figures on worship table).

Call to gather Ring the bell or “singing bowl” as a
signal for everyone to gather in the worship space.
Opening ritual Point out the green cloth in the
worship basket and explain that green is a growing colour and reminds us that this is a time
when we can grow as God’s children as we learn
more about God and Jesus. Invite three volunteers to place the items from the basket in the
worship space as you lead in the litany.
Leader: Welcome to this place
as we learn about living in God’s way
from day to day (place green cloth on worship table),
as we light a candle as a symbol of

All:

All are welcome here.

Pray the following prayer, inviting children to
repeat each line after you:
God of life,
God of wisdom,
God of friendship,
thank you for Jesus’ words that help us
as we make choices about our lives. Amen.
Receive the offering. Extinguish the candle to
signal that the opening ritual has ended.

Connecting with the focus
Invite children to close their eyes for a minute and to think of a favourite possession. Then invite a few
volunteers to say what they love about that possession.
n When have you had to give up something that you really liked?
n Why is it hard to give up the things we really like?

Explain that this week’s Bible story is about someone who was asked to give up a lot.

Preparing for the story

The Bible story

Invite a child to bring the Bible from the worship table and use the bookmark to open it to the
gospel of Mark. Remind the children that this is
one of the books in the Bible that includes many
stories about Jesus and his friends, called the disciples. Before this week’s story, Jesus has been
travelling around from village to village, healing
people and teaching them about God’s love and
living in God’s way. Recall last week’s story of
Jesus welcoming parents and their children to
come close to him and receive a blessing.

Gather the children in a circle. Use the resource
sheet “Living God’s Way” to tell the story based on
Mark 10:17–22 (save the chant for later). After the
story explain that in Jesus’ time people practiced
their faith by trying to keep the “holiness codes,”
which meant that they were in a close relationship
with God. Keeping these codes could be expensive. For example, people needed to buy animals
to take to the temple for the sacrifices or pay others
to do chores that would make you “unclean” if
you did them. The rich person in this week’s story
could afford to keep the holiness code.
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n Why do you think it was so hard for the man to

do what Jesus was suggesting?
When Jesus told him to let go of everything, Jesus
was asking the man to have a different kind of
wealth – the wealth of helping and caring for
people instead of the wealth of money.
n What do you think the rich man eventually

did?

Exploring the story further
(To enable the children to explore the scripture reading further, explain the two options and have each child
select one.)
Song group (for younger children) The children in
this group have the opportunity to participate in
a song as they think about things they can do to
follow in Jesus’ way. Lead the children in singing the song “We Will Follow Jesus” (p. 108). Stop
after each of the last three verses and invite children to take turns miming actions of some things
that people can do to “share” or “love” or “help,”

while the rest of the group guesses what is being
shown.
Bible research group (for older children) The children in this group have the opportunity to explore
the rest of this week’s focus passage. Distribute
copies of the resource sheet “Let Go and Let God”
and invite one or two volunteers to read the paraphrase of Mark 10:23–31. Then invite children to
work on the puzzle at the bottom of the page.
Reporting Ring the bell or “singing bowl” as a
signal to gather as a whole group again. Invite the
song group to share the song with the rest of the
group. Invite one person in the research group to
share the finished sentence from the puzzle.

The Bible story and us
In this week’s story, Jesus encouraged the rich
person to let go of his possessions so that he could
join Jesus in helping others. Teach the children the
“Letting Go chant” on the bottom of the resource
sheet “Living God’s Way.” Invite them to add
some actions for each line.

Invite the children to select a zone and work with the materials there.
q Puzzle zone: Symbol puzzle (for

younger children) Jesus offers everyone a choice to follow in discipleship.
Distribute copies of the resource sheet
“Symbol Puzzle” and help children
use the code to discover the question (“What
new things are possible when I choose to follow
Jesus?”). Have them cut out the heart shapes,
fold and glue onto construction paper. If time
permits, have them create coded words around
the outside edges of the heart shape to answer
the question posed inside.
q Art zone: Ad review (for older chil-

dren) We live in a world that encourages us to buy more instead of to give
up. Invite children to cut out a collection of advertisements from magazines and
newspapers. What do these say about what
is important? Distribute sheets of paper and
invite children to rearrange the words in these
ads into messages about what Jesus might say.
Make a collage of these re-written advertisements to display in the church hall.
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q Outreach zone: Service project

Following Jesus and living in God’s way
can be a life-long journey of letting
go. Plan together as a group to hold
a “yard sale” of items that children choose to
“let go”: when will it be? Where will it be? How
can the group work together with other groups
in the church on this project? Encourage children to think about other ways they might “let
go” in order to follow Jesus. If you have time,
talk about the rhythm of faith in practice that
includes both immediate action and long-term
commitments.

q Craft zone: Spiral reminders Following Jesus

involves making choices and trusting God.
Invite children to make paper spirals as reminders that God’s help and guidance
will always be available for
them. Distribute prepared
sheets of paper to younger
children and demonstrate
for older children how to
draw a pattern of lines on
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the papers, as illustrated, and print the phrase “For
God all things are possible. Mark 10:27” along these
lines. Explain that thinner lines around the paper
will make a longer strip to hang. Have them decorate
by colouring the strips and adding stickers; then help
children cut their papers along the lines, punch a hole
in one end, and attach a yarn hanger.
q Music zone: Song for change When we listen to Jesus’
messages in the gospel, our lives can be changed.

Gather in the worship space and relight the candle.
Sing the “Blessing song” (on p. 108).
Pray (inviting children to repeat each line after you)
Dear God,
thank you for your wise ways of love.
Help us listen and choose to live in your way.
Amen.

Listen together to the song “Listen Now for the
Gospel” (#25 on Seasons Music CD, Vol. 7; also available for purchase as an mp3 download from the Seasons
website). Print the lyrics for the refrain on newsprint
and teach them to the children. Talk together about
some of the things that might change in the world
and in people when we listen to God’s word in the
Bible. Sing the refrain together several times, pausing
after each time for children to take turns naming a
change by finishing the sentence, “Come, Holy Spirit,
and…”

Blessing Send children out with the words, “Go out to
share God’s love with an open heart and open hands.”
Distribute copies of the resource sheet “Living God’s
Way” for the children to share the story at home.

What questions did this story raise for the children in the group? In what ways can you continue to affirm the children
as they make choices about following Jesus and living in God’s way?

Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2018

Seasons of the Spirit™ Multiage/Ages 5–12 Season of Creation • Pentecost 2 2018

55

Resource Sheet

October 14, 2018

Change the tone of your voice as you
read from excited anticipation
to quiet sadness, to show
the change in
emotions.

O

nce there was a young man who loved
God very much. He followed all the rules
about living in God’s way. Because he had
a lot of money, the man was able to give to others
as well as giving a generous offering to the temple.
He took time to pray in the temple and tried his
best to please God each day, but still he felt like
something was missing.

Jesus looked straight at the man and felt so much
love for him. Jesus looked into his eyes, and
answered. “I see how much you love God and
how sincerely you’re trying to live in God’s loving
way. But God is asking you to trust that all you
need is God. Let go of everything else. Come and
follow me.”
The man stood up and stared at Jesus. He didn’t
say anything but he thought to himself, “Give it
all up? Give it all away? Just head out on the road
with Jesus?” It was the last thing he expected to
hear. He had a lot of things, and it was hard to
think of letting go. The man walked away slowly,
not ready to say anything yet. He knew deep in
his heart what he should do, and he knew it was
going to be difficult.

The man had heard about Jesus, and knew that he
was a good teacher. Maybe Jesus could help him.
One day the man called one of the servants and
said, “Please bring my robe and sandals, I must
find Jesus.”

Letting Go Chant

He caught up with Jesus and the disciples just as
they were leaving to go to the special Passover
festival in Jerusalem. The man was so keen to talk
with Jesus that he ran up and knelt down in front
of Jesus. He pleaded with Jesus, saying, “I’ve heard
about you. You have fed people and healed and
taught, and you have shown us what a world filled
with God’s love could be like.

Children: (Repeat)

“All my life I have tried to live in the way God
wants me to. I’ve done everything that the
scriptures command. And yet, I still feel that there
is something missing. Jesus, what must I do to
make a difference?”
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Leader:

Letting go is hard to do

Children: (Repeat)
Leader:
Leader:

But it frees both me and you
To reach out, to give and share

Children: (Repeat)
Leader:

To God’s people everywhere

Children: (Repeat)
Leader:

Living

Children: (Repeat)
Leader:

God’s way

Children: (Repeat)
Leader:

We are living in God’s way.

Children: (Repeat)
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Let Go a n d
Let God
Following Jesus
(based on Mark 10:23–31)

Looking at his disciples, Jesus said, “Do you
have any idea how difficult it is for people
who ‘have it all’ to enter God’s kingdom?”
The disciples couldn’t believe what they were
hearing, but Jesus kept on: “You can’t imagine
how difficult. I’d say it’s easier for a camel to
go through a needle’s eye than for the rich to
get into God’s kingdom.”

Peter tried another angle: “We left everything
and followed you.”
Jesus said: “Mark my words, no one who
sacrifices house, brothers, sisters, mother,
father, children, land – whatever – because
of me and the Message will lose out. They’ll
get it all back, but multiplied many times in
homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and
land – but also in troubles. And then the bonus
of eternal life! This is once again the Great
Reversal: Many who are first will end up last,
and the last first.”

That set the disciples back on their heels.
“Then who has any chance at all?” they asked.
Jesus was blunt: “No chance at all if you think
you can pull it off by yourself. Every chance in
the world if you let God do it.”

Puzzle

Scripture passage taken from The Message by Eugene H.
Peterson, Copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000. Used by
permission of NavPress Publishing Group. All rights reserved.

M

S

F

G

H

W

O

G

S

1. Unscramble the circled letters in the
puzzle to find a special message about
practicing the faith.

B

O

W

I

O

B

E

O

S

N

E

N

V

E

D

O

T

E

2. Then find the following words in the
puzzle:

E

L

D

E

E

N

O

H

N

money

eye

B

W

A

R

Y

O

D

R

D

give

first

E

C

A

M

E

L

F

O

N

go through

last

D

M

Z

R

G

A

T

U

I

camel

God

F

A

F

I

R

S

T

G

K

B

K

H

A

P

T

O

H

B

needle
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Symbol Puzzle
•

•
•

•

•
•

Use the code to discover an important
question.
Cut out the heart.
Fold inward along the
dotted lines (in the
order shown).
Glue the back (middle
triangle part) to a
piece of construction
paper about 23 cm/9 in
square.
Decorate as desired.
Open the heart to
remind yourself that
choices are always
available to us as we
follow Jesus.

H=

B=

L=

E=

S=

O=

G=

W=

N=

Code:

P=

T=
F=

C=
I=
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A New Way
God both comforts us and invites us out of our comfort zones. To be close to God is
to recognize that God calls us to serve others, to extend ourselves beyond our own
desires. To be close to God is to recognize the majesty and wonder of God’s creation,
to be humbled by God’s glory.
Focus scripture: Mark 10:35–45
Though not included in the focus scripture,
Mark 10:32 sets the stage for what unfolds
with two key pieces of information: the disciples and Jesus are on their way to Jerusalem,
and those who followed were “afraid.” Are
they afraid because they do not understand
what Jesus is telling them about what will
happen to him in Jerusalem, or because they
are beginning to absorb what he has been
saying about his suffering and death?
The disciples desire to remain close to
Jesus – why else would they follow down
such a road? However, in the same way they
misunderstand what awaits Jesus in Jerusalem,
misunderstanding now colours their desire to
remain close to Jesus. What they seek in terms
of closeness is not to imitate Jesus’ servanthood,
but to gain a privileged position.
As he did with opponents, Jesus responds
to this question of the disciples with a question
of his own about what exactly they seek. The
places James and John identify have to do not
only with proximity, but also with authority.
Note how Jesus answers them. He could have
said at the outset that such places were not
his to grant, as he will in verse 40; but that
would have allowed no room to explore their
commitment. A question and a confident
answer about a cup and baptism are raised.
The cup carries meanings of joy and suffering
in the Hebrew scriptures. Baptism, as Paul
will later identify, involves sharing death as
well as sharing life. The two disciples, eager
for places of honour, offer a quick affirmation
as to their ability to drink Christ’s cup and to
share Christ’s baptism.
The second scene brings an aggrieved
ten into Jesus’’ presence. They are angry with
James and John – though the text is silent
whether they are angry because of the request
James and John made, or because they did not
speak up first themselves. Jesus’ answer to
them suggests the latter may be true. Jesus’
Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2018

words to the ten clarify that the community
to be fashioned among those who follow
him is to be of a different order than what
one encounters elsewhere. The distinction
lies precisely in the issue of privilege and
greatness. Among disciples, greatness comes
in servanthood. Our “place” in community
finds expression not in what rank we can
pull over others, or in what authority we can
exercise over others, but in what service we
can render in their midst. Closeness to Jesus
comes from imitating the way he lived his life
for others.
The footnote to this narrative is that
James and John became the servant leaders
of the Jerusalem church. Tradition holds that
they did drink the cup of martyrdom.
Job, too, has been asking for something
that he finally receives – but not at all in
the way he had imagined. In Job 38:1–7
(34–41) God responds at last to Job. Yet
God’s statements, instead of starting with an
acknowledgement of all Job has experienced,
simply proclaim that God is God, and Job is
not. Neither right or wrong, it simply is.
“O God my God, you are very great,”
proclaims the writer of Psalm 104:1–9, 24,
35c. One can imagine Job eventually singing
this psalm, which recounts the majesty and
wondrous deeds of God in creation.
The author of Hebrews 5:1–10 reminds
us that Christ did not seek greater glory but
simply sought to follow God. Humbly and
righteously. Christ’s humility in this service
forms another invitation to find our place and
calling in servanthood.
•••••
Where do you struggle with seeking privilege of position above the possibility of serving? How can you open up more to awe
and wonder? What transformations might
Jesus’words about greatness and service work
in your congregation?

Focus scripture
Mark 10:35–45
Additional scriptures
Job 38:1–7, (34–41)
Psalm 104:1–9, 24, 35c
Hebrews 5:1–10

Seasons of the Spirit
is based on semicontinuous readings of the
Revised Common Lectionary.

God of mystery
and majesty, you
call all life into
being. Call us to
the places where
we may best serve
you. Call us to
the service where
we may follow
you most closely.
Amen.

If you have Internet
access, visit
www.seasonsonline.ca
to access Spirit
Sightings for
connections between
current events and the
focus passage.
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The Focus for Ages 5–12

F

or most of the younger children in this
age group, mastery and exploration still
tend to outrank winning or being the
best. While they are beginning to develop
self-confidence they still rely on help from
adults with whom they feel secure. Younger
children generally like to be next to the
teacher or an adult they admire.
Older children look up to those they feel
are “great” and may find their role models
in sports or entertainment celebrities. Older
children are also increasingly interested in
leadership and many enjoy taking positions
of responsibility at school, or in extra-curricular activities. Some in this age group can
be quite competitive, and these children will
recognize the game that James and John are

playing in today’s story: how to get ahead of
the pack.
In this week’s session children will
explore again the concept that being Christian is not all about being first or the greatest as the world understands greatness. They
will have an opportunity to examine the difference between being the greatest of all and
being great at being themselves and giving
their greatest to the community. This session
is one more way to counter the teachings of
the culture and encourage children to seek
greatness by a different standard. Pray that
the children will be affirmed in their own
unique greatness and in exploring ways in
which they can be of “great service.”

Prepare
Before the session
q Read and prayerfully reflect on this

week’s focus scripture, Mark 10:35–45,
and biblical background material (p. 59).
q Bring items for worship space in a basket:

green cloth, candle, Bible with bookmark
placed in focus passage, and a set of paper
chain figures (see resource sheet on
p. 109).
q Bring basic supply kit (p. 2), matches,

candle snuffer, offering basket, and, if
possible, Seasons Songbook (Volume 7),
Seasons Music CD (Volume 7), CD or MP3
player; downloadable sheet music and
MP3 recordings are available at www.
seasonsonline.ca.

Gather
q Bring a small bell or “singing bowl” and

“Gathering song” (on resource sheet
“Music and Other Resources,” p. 108).

Engage
q Bring copies of this week’s resource sheet

“In God’s Way.”

q Sacraments group: copies of this

week’s resource sheet “Baptism and
Communion”

Respond
Choose one or more of the following activities and bring materials to set up the chosen
zones.
q Discussion zone: no materials needed
q Outreach zone: copies of this week’s

resource sheet “Great Service,” gold
stickers
q Art zone: sheets of poster board cut in

half
q Community zone: four sheets of

newsprint
q Music zone: song “Friend to Friend” (#28

on Seasons Music CD, Vol. 7; downloadable
sheet music and MP3 recordings are
available at www.seasonsonline.ca)

Bless
q Bring “Blessing song” (on resource sheet

“Music and Other Resources,” p. 108).
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A New Way
Scripture

FOCUS

To explore how we can all be great in service to others.

Mark 10:35–45

Welcome the children as they arrive. Introduce
newcomers to the group.
Call to gather Ring the bell or “singing bowl” as
a signal for everyone to gather in the worship
space.
Opening ritual Invite three volunteers to place
the items from the basket in the worship space as
you lead in the litany.
Leader: Welcome to this place
as we learn about living in God’s way
from day to day (place green cloth on worship table),
as we light a candle as a symbol of
God’s presence (place candle on worship
table and light it),

as we hear wise stories from the Bible
(place Bible on worship table),
as we share our own stories together
(place paper figures on worship table).
All:

All are welcome here.

Pray the following prayer, inviting children to
repeat each line after you:
God of life,
God of wisdom,
God of friendship,
thank you for Jesus’ words that help us
to live in your way. Amen.
Receive the offering. Extinguish the candle to
signal that the opening ritual has ended.

Connecting with the focus
Invite children to name some people that they think are great, adding your own ideas of some great
people.
n Why do you think these people are great?
n What do you think makes a person great?

Comment that today’s story is about a new kind of greatness which is good for everyone.

Preparing for the story

The Bible story

Invite a child to bring the Bible from the worship table and use the bookmark to open it to
the gospel of Mark. Remind the children that we
have been reading stories about Jesus from this
book in the Bible. Review the stories explored so
far: Jesus teaching the disciples about welcoming
everyone who helps others (Mark 9:38–50) and
welcoming children (Mark 10:2–16); Jesus asking
the rich man to let go of his possessions and
follow him (Mark 10:17–31). The story for this
session comes just after the conversation with
the rich man.

Gather the children in a circle. Use the resource
sheet “In God’s Way” to tell the story based on
Mark 10:35–45.

Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2018

n Why do you think James and John wanted

special treatment?
n Why do you think the other ten disciples were

upset with James and John?
Jesus helped the disciples to see a different kind
of greatness.
n What did Jesus say about what makes a

person great?
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Exploring the story further
(To enable the children to explore the scripture reading further, explain the two options and have each child
select one.)
Imagination group (for younger children) Children
in this group will explore greatness through an
imagination activity. Invite children to look name
all the kinds of birds they know. Which of the
birds do you think is the greatest? Why? Comment on the different answers and remind children that Jesus taught that everyone has greatness
deep down inside. Invite them to name some of
the ways that they think God has made them
great.
Sacrament group (for older children) Children in
this group will have an opportunity to explore the
images of baptism and cup, which Jesus spoke of
in Mark 10:35–45 and which are still important in
the church today. Distribute copies of the resource
sheet “Baptism and Communion.” Invite children
to read the descriptions and discuss questions

together. Invite children to complete their sheets
by adding drawings.
Reporting Ring the bell or “singing bowl” as a
signal to gather as a whole group again. Invite the
imagination group to share with the rest of the
group some of the ways that God has made them
great. Invite children in the sacrament group to
share their drawings of baptism and communion.

The Bible story and us
Recall the conversation from the Gathering time
about people considered to be great.
n When have you heard people saying, “I’m the

greatest”?
Read Mark 10:43. Jesus talked about a different
kind of greatness, one that shows itself in serving
others.
n How might we be great together at showing

God’s love to others?

Invite the children to select a zone and work with the materials there.
q Discussion zone: Interviews

Jesus
helped the disciples to understand
that people are great when they live
in God’s way. Form small groups and
invite children to interview each other to find
out about the greatness in each person. Then
gather again as a whole group and share the
“greatness” that has been discovered within
the great community God has called together
in your group.

q Outreach zone: Service awards Jesus taught the

disciples about a new kind of greatness, one
that shows itself in service. Help children to
think of some things that different groups in
their church or community do to serve others
and share God’s way of love in the world. What
are these tasks of serving? Who are the people
that help make this ministry a success? Invite
children to each choose one of these people
or ministries and make an award for them.
Distribute copies of the resource sheet “Great
Service” and invite children to decorate with
markers and seals, and write in the name of the
recipient. Plan how to distribute the awards.
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q Art zone: Portraits of greatness

Jesus encouraged the disciples
to believe in the greatness within
themselves so that they could help
each other live God’s way of love. Distribute half sheets of poster board and invite
children to print their names in large letters in
the middle of their poster board piece and add
examples of things that they do well, either in
words or in drawings (for example: singing,
laughing, riding horses, drawing, giving hugs,
being a good friend). Tape the pieces together
to make a patchwork-style poster of these portraits of greatness.
q Community zone: Circle art When

we work together, each person’s
contribution enhances the work
of another. Tape the four pieces of
newsprint together to make one large square
and draw a circle, as large as the paper will
allow. Divide the circle into pie-shaped
sections, one for each child. Invite children to
use the art supplies to create a design within
their section, taking at least one line to each side
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of their section and connecting it with a line from the
design being created by those on either side. Admire
the finished drawing, noting how each person’s
contribution has been linked to that of others. Display
in the church hall, adding a title if desired.
q Music zone: Song of service Jesus’ message about
greatness is reflected in service to others. Listen
together to the song “Friend to Friend” (#28 on

Gather in the worship space and relight the candle.
Sing the “Blessing song” (on p. 108).
Pray (inviting children to repeat each line after you)
Dear God,
help us to remember and to show
the kind of greatness that Jesus talked about.
Amen.

Seasons Music CD, Vol. 7; also available for purchase
as an mp3 download from the Seasons website). Say
the refrain as a chant, clapping out the rhythm of the
words. Invite children to take turns holding up their
hands and saying something that they can do to be of
great service.

Blessing Send children out with the words, “God made
you great! And you can show that greatness by serving
others.”

Distribute copies of the resource sheet “In God’s Way” for the children to share the story at home. How did the children
respond to the idea that they can be great as they serve others? In what ways might you encourage the children?
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In God’s Way
(based on Mark 10:35–45)

Take advantage of this story, which has
a similar theme as an earlier one,
by recalling the previous
story as an
introduction.

T

hose disciples, Jesus’ best friends, they
just don’t seem to get it.

Not long ago, Jesus tried to teach them
about greatness in God’s way. That time
the disciples were walking to Capernaum,
arguing about who was the best.
When they got to Capernaum, Jesus asked
what they were arguing about. They were too
ashamed to tell him. Then Jesus took a little
child in his arms. Jesus told the disciples that
it wasn’t about being the greatest. He told
them that to be great they must be willing to
welcome a little child and when they did that
they welcomed God, too.
But here they were, at it again.
As they walked toward Jerusalem, James and
John came to walk with Jesus.
“Jesus, do what we ask you.”
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“What do you want?” asked Jesus, probably a
little suspicious of them.
“Well, when you come into your glory and
everyone knows you are the Messiah, let us
have the most important places next to you, at
your right and at your left, right next to you.”
“Oh, James, John, you don’t know what you
are asking. Will you really be able to do what
I have to do? Only then could you stand at my
right and at my left.”
“Why, Jesus, yes, we can.” They sounded so
sure of themselves.
“But it is not up to me,” said Jesus. “God’s
plans are already made.”
Then the other disciples realized what James
and John were up to. They were very angry
with the two brothers. They all stopped
walking.
Trying to help them all to understand God’s
way once more, Jesus said, “In the world, one
person is made ruler over others. But this is
not God’s way. If you want to be great and
have a place of honour, you must serve others
not rule them. Follow my example.”
Then they all started walking again.

Seasons of the Spirit™ Multiage/Ages 5–12 Season of Creation • Pentecost 2 2018

Resource Sheet

October 21, 2018

Baptism and Communion

From time to time, Christian communities gather to celebrate the special ways in which we are
connected to God and to one another through our shared following of Jesus Christ.

BAPTISM

Draw a picture of Baptism in your church.

A ceremony marking one’s membership in the
Christian community. Some traditions sprinkle
water on the person being baptized; some dunk
people entirely in a pool or body of water. The
person being baptized – or if it’s a baby, someone
on the baby’s behalf – commits to life within the
body of Christ (the church) which serves the good
of all people. The congregation, or community
of believers, also promises to support the person
being baptized as she or he grows in faith and
connects with other followers of Jesus.
How does your church celebrate Baptism?

COMMUNION

Draw a picture of Communion in your church.

A ritual in the Christian community that tells
the story of the last meal that Jesus ate with his
disciples before he was killed. Jesus offered his
disciples bread and wine as reminders of his
presence with them always. It is traditional to
share bread and wine (or grape juice) as an ongoing reminder of Christ’s presence in each of
us, and in our shared Christian community.
How does your church celebrate Communion?
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Great Service
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The Way of Exclusion
People – like Bartimaeus, the psalmist, and Job in this week’s readings – cry out to God
for different reasons. Some cry from places of exclusion and frustration, some from
places of joy and thanksgiving, and some from places of confusion and desperation.
We discover that God responds in different ways. God heals, God listens, and God
offers renewal. As a result, we can experience a renewed faith and deepened desire to
follow God’s ways.
Focus scripture: Mark 10:46–52
This is not a simple story about an individual with a disability; nor is it a simple story
about physical cure for someone who is blind.
Instead, this is a more complicated story
about a person being restored back to their
community.
In biblical times, a person with any
disability was an outcast, physically excluded
from the rest of the community, and regulated
to the fringes of society. Bartimaeus, who was
blind, was no exception to this. Bartimaeus
was a beggar with few other choices in life
because of his blindness. Separated from
others in his community, living in poverty
and on the margins of society, it is little
wonder that when Bartimaeus hears Jesus is
in the area, he cries out and begs for mercy.
Bartimaeus wants his sight back. When he
makes his request, he is told that his faith has
made him well; immediately he can see.
Many of the biblical stories are similar to
this story about Bartimaeus. A person with
a disability asks Jesus to heal them and they
are physically healed; they can suddenly see,
hear, walk, or talk. Healing stories such as
this have caused pain for people living with
disabilities today.
Today, some people also pray and cry out
to Jesus as Bartimaeus did. For many, their
disabilities remain. Why has their faith not
made them well? Are they not people of faith
as well? Of course, they are! Unfortunately,
many well-meaning church people tell them,
or suggest, that their faith must insufficient.
Thus, when healing does not take place, it can
bring a crisis of faith. But physical healing
is not the whole point of the biblical healing
stories.
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These gospel stories are not just, or even
primarily, about curing a physical ailment.
Instead, the stories are about people who
have been excluded being restored back to the
community. The healing that Jesus offers goes
beyond the physical; it is about relationships
transformed, community re-imaged, and
finding identity in Christ. This kind of
healing is also about recognizing that if one
is excluded, the community is not whole.
The healing of an individual and bringing
them back into the community brings the
community a bit closer to God’s realm.
The miracle of this story is Jesus’ ability to
transform exclusion and to help Bartimaeus
and the community to see. Upon receiving
new life, Bartimaeus leaves everything and
follows Jesus.
Job also recognized God’s power and
greatness in Job 42:1–6, 10–17. Rather than
being upset with a less-than-direct answer
to his demands for a hearing with God, Job
experiences a renewed faith. Psalm 34:1–8,
(19–22) addresses the issue of crying out to
God as well; this time the writer repeatedly
praises God for listening. While the answers
may not be what were sought, the writer
celebrates God’s liberating ways. In Hebrews
7:23–28, it is Christ who cries out, interceding
with God on our behalf.
•••••
God offers a response to the cries of the people
in each story. In the case of Bartimaeus, Jesus
challenges the ways of exclusion. He heals the
community. Have you ever cried out to God?
How did God respond? When have you experienced healing in your community?

October 28, 2018

Focus scripture
Mark 10:46–52
Additional scriptures
Job 42:1–6, 10–17
Psalm 34:1–8, (19–22)
Hebrews 7:23–28

Seasons of the Spirit
is based on semicontinuous readings of the
Revised Common Lectionary.
For materials for Reformation
Day and All Saints Day, go to
www.seasonsonline.ca, click on
the Library tab.

God of community, sometimes we
erect barriers that
exclude. Sometimes we isolate
and alienate one
another. But your
community is
bigger than we
can ever imagine!
Challenge our
ways of exclusion.
Heal us from our
arrogance. Open
our hearts so we
might live in ways
that create better
places of belonging for all. Amen.
If you have Internet
access, visit
www.seasonsonline.ca
to access Spirit
Sightings for
connections between
current events and the
focus passage.
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The Focus for Ages 5–12
For materials for
Reformation Day and
All Saints Day, go to
www.seasonsonline.ca,
click on the Library tab.

M

ost children can be very persistent
in asking for what they want. In
fact they can show real creativity
in coming up with different ways of making
their needs and wants known to peers and
adults. Many in the group will be able to
relate to the way Bartimaeus puts himself out
there in spite of those who want to hush him
up. Children will know what it feels like to
be scolded to be quiet and to sometimes be
stuck sitting on the sidelines for various reasons. Fortunately, children will also have had
experiences of making their needs known
and of having them gracefully met by others
who stop to listen and respond, as Jesus did
with Bartimaeus.

This encounter is filled with good messages for children. Bartimaeus asks for the
help that he needs, and is ready with an answer
when Jesus questions him. Children will also
see how Jesus welcomed Bartimaeus back into
the community from which he had been ostracized because of his illness, and explore how
they too can be welcoming and inclusive. Pray
that children will experience a strong sense of
belonging to a loving community.
Note: if you have children who are visually
impaired, review the session and plan any
revisions in text that may be needed.

Prepare
Before the session

Respond

q Read and prayerfully reflect on this

Choose one or more of the following
activities and bring materials to set up the
chosen zones.

week’s focus scripture, Mark 10:46–52,
and biblical background material (p. 67).
q Bring items for worship space in a basket:

green cloth, candle, Bible with bookmark
placed in focus passage, and a set of
paper chain figures (see resource sheet
on p. 109).
q Bring basic supply kit (p. 2), matches,

candle snuffer, offering basket, and, if
possible, Seasons Songbook (Volume 7),
Seasons Music CD (Volume 7), CD or MP3
player; downloadable sheet music and
MP3 recordings are available at www.
seasonsonline.ca.

Gather
q Bring a small bell or “singing bowl” and

“Gathering song” (on resource sheet
“Music and Other Resources,” p. 108).

Engage

q Story zone: copies of this week’s resource

sheet “Story Review,” envelopes
q Outreach zone: copies of this week’s

resource sheet “Speaking Out”
q Art zone: mural paper
q Community zone: paper chain figures

(see p. 109); cut out sets for young
children and patterns for older children
q Discussion zone: invite a guest speaker

from an organization that works with
those with visual impairments

Bless
q Bring “Blessing song” (on resource sheet

“Music and Other Resources,” p. 108),
or, if possible, the song “Children of the
Spirit” (pp. 8–9 in Seasons Songbook, Vol. 7;
#4 on Seasons Music CD, Vol. 7).

q Bring copies of this week’s resource sheet

“Bartimaeus Meets Jesus.”
q Song group: copy of song “Help me,

Jesus” (from bottom of p. 71)

68

Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2018

Seasons of the Spirit™ Multiage/Ages 5–12 Season of Creation • Pentecost 2 2018

The Way of Exclusion
Scripture

FOCUS
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To explore how we can follow Jesus’ way of welcome and inclusion.

Mark 10:46–52

Welcome the children as they arrive. Introduce
newcomers to the group.
Call to gather Ring the bell or “singing bowl” as
a signal for everyone to gather in the worship
space.
Opening ritual Invite three volunteers to place
the items from the basket in the worship space as
you lead in the litany.
Leader: Welcome to this place
as we learn about living in God’s way
from day to day (place green cloth on worship table),
as we light a candle as a symbol of
God’s presence (place candle on worship
table and light it),

as we hear wise stories from the Bible
(place Bible on worship table),
as we share our own stories together
(place paper figures on worship table).
All:

All are welcome here.

Pray the following prayer, inviting children to
repeat each line after you:
God of life,
God of wisdom,
God of friendship,
be with us as we learn more about
following in your way. Amen.
Receive the offering. Extinguish the candle to
signal that the opening ritual has ended.

Connecting with the focus
Invite children to think of a time when they wanted something.
n What were you asking for?
n How did you get someone’s attention when you were asking?

Comment that today’s story is about someone who kept asking for something important.

Preparing for the story
Invite a child to bring the Bible from the worship table and use the bookmark to open it to
the gospel of Mark. Remind the children that we
have been reading stories about Jesus from this
book in the Bible. To set the scene, explain that
in this week’s story a blind person asks Jesus for
help. In biblical times, those living with disabilities were kept on the edges of society because
some people believed that sicknesses or disabilities happened because those people had sinned,
or their parents had sinned.

The Bible story
Gather the children in a circle. Use the resource
sheet “Bartimaeus Meets Jesus” to tell the story
Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2018

based on Mark 10:46–52, inviting children to
participate as indicated, and inviting four volunteers to read the lines of the Readers, which offer
phrases to review the stories heard during the
last four weeks.
n Why do you think some people told Barti-

maeus to be quiet?
n Why do you think Bartimaeus decided to

follow and help Jesus with his work?
Invite children to imagine what the people in the
crowd were thinking as they watched Jesus help
Bartimaeus.
n What do you think they might have talked

about afterwards?
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Exploring the story further
(To enable the children to explore the scripture reading further, explain the two options and have each child
select one.)
Song group (for younger children) Children in this
group will have an opportunity to sing a song to
review the story of Bartimaeus and Jesus. Lead
the children in the song “Help me, Jesus” (on the
bottom of p. 71) by singing each line and having
them repeat it after you.
Discussion group (for older children) Children in this
group will explore further how people can speak
out, as Bartimaeus did, to draw attention to important issues. Where do they see “speaking out” in
the world today? If the animals could speak out,
what would they say about the world? What issues
might people speak out about in your community?

Reporting Ring the bell or “singing bowl” as a
signal to gather as a whole group again. Lead
the song group in singing the song again. Invite
the discussion group to share with the rest of the
group some of the ways people can speak out.

The Bible story and us
Bartimaeus spoke out and Jesus helped him to see
again. Jesus also helped him be included in society again.
n Who are the people today who might feel
invisible or ignored?
n Where are some places that you’ve seen where
you could share God’s welcoming love?

Invite the children to select a zone and to work with the materials there.
q Story zone: Story review Jesus helped Barti-

maeus to see again. Distribute copies of the
resource sheet “Story Review” and invite children to colour the pictures, number them, and
then cut them apart. Then ask them to work in
pairs to put the story pictures in the right order
and retell the story to each other. Encourage
them to take their story pieces home in an envelope and tell the story to their families.
q Outreach zone: Speaking out (for

older children) Many people speak
out, as Bartimaeus did, asking for
what they need for themselves and for
others. Distribute copies of the resource
sheet “Speaking Out” and read the stories
together. Talk together about issues that group
members are involved in or care about. Review
the guidelines for making speeches. Choose a
justice issue in which the group can become
involved and practice making short speeches.
q Art zone: Footstep banner (for younger children)

Bartimaeus spoke out and stepped out toward
God’s healing love in Jesus. Encourage children
to think of the needs for love and care in their
community and in the world. Then have them
trace around their own feet on a length of mural
paper, and inside each footstep have them draw
one way they could respond to a need. Display
the banner with a title such as “We are following Jesus.”
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q Community zone:

People chain
Jesus healed Bartimaeus and
invited him back into community.
Bartimaeus accepted that invitation
and joined Jesus on the way to Jerusalem. Distribute paper and patterns (from
p. 109) and invite children to make people paper
chains. As they cut out their paper chains, have
the children think of ways that they can invite
people into the community of faith and show
them love and care. They can write their ideas
where the hands link on the paper chains. Join
the sets of figures together to make one long
chain.

q Discussion zone: Guest speaker Bar-

timaeus asked Jesus to help him see
again. Invite the guest speaker to talk
about his or her work with the organization
that works with those who are sight impaired.
Invite children to explore and experience any
equipment the guest has brought. Encourage
children to ask questions to help them learn
more about what it is like to live with visual
impairments. Talk together about what children might do to help those who are visually
impaired to feel welcomed and included.
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Gather in the worship space and relight the candle.
Sing the “Blessing song” (on p. 108) or, if possible,
the song “Children of the Spirit” (pp. 8–9 in Seasons
Songbook, Vol. 7; #4 on Seasons Music CD, Vol. 7).

Pray (inviting children to repeat each line after you)
Loving God,
help us to ask for what we need.
Help us follow in the ways of Jesus. Amen.
Blessing Send children out with the words, “Remember,
God always hears when you call out.”

Distribute copies of the resource sheet “Bartimaeus Meets Jesus” so children can share the story at home. Reflect on
those in your group whose voices are seldom heard. How might you encourage them to feel welcomed into the centre
of the group? How can you continue to encourage all the children to speak out on behalf of themselves or others?

Song: “Help me, Jesus”
(Tune: “Frère Jacques/Are You Sleeping?”)

Group one: I hear Jesus, I hear Jesus!
Mercy please, mercy please!
Group two: Jesus hears you calling, Jesus hears you calling.
Get up now, get up now.
Group one: Help me, Jesus. Help me, Jesus.
Mercy please, mercy please!
Group two: What is it you want from me? What is it you want from me?
Group one: I want to see. I want to see.
Group one: You have faith, you have faith.
Go on your way. Go on your way.
Group two: You have helped me see again. You have helped me see
again.
I’ll follow you! I’ll follow you!
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Bartimaeus Meets Jesus
(based on Mark 10:46–52)

Some of the crowd said, “Be quiet!” But
Bartimaeus was even more determined. “Jesus,
Son of David,” he called, “have mercy on me!”
This time Bartimaeus shouted even louder. (Invite
children to shout the phrase more loudly.)

Children in this age group enjoy
stories; they have a vivid
imagination and enjoy
dramatization.

Jesus stopped, right there in the middle of the
road. The disciples stopped, too. “Tell that person
who called me to come here,” Jesus said.

T

he roads were more crowded with people
as Jesus and the disciples got closer to
Jerusalem. Many people were on the way
to the city to celebrate the important festival
of Passover. (Invite children to close their eyes and
imagine the noises, the sounds, and the smells of lots of
people walking along a dusty road.)
Jesus and the disciples and the rest of the crowd
of travellers came to Jericho, a city that was close
to Jerusalem. Now, on the edge of Jericho a man
named Bartimaeus, who was blind, sat by the side
of the road. (Invite children to close their eyes and
imagine being Bartimaeus. What sounds might he have
heard as the crowd got closer?)
Bartimaeus sat there in that same spot every day,
begging for money or food. His eyes could no
longer see, but he listened carefully. He listened
to bits of conversation, for no one paid much
attention to a blind beggar.
Reader 1: “…even blessed the children…”
Reader 2: “…told him to let go of everything!”
Reader 3: “…his friends were arguing about…”
When Bartimaeus realized that Jesus was in
the crowd, he got excited. He had heard people
talking about this Jesus. He knew Jesus was a
healer. “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”
shouted Bartimaeus. (Invite children to repeat this.)
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Some people in the crowd said to Bartimaeus,
“Take heart, beggar. Jesus is calling for you. Get
up!”(Invite children to say, in excited voices, “Hurry…
Get up!”)
Bartimaeus tossed off his cloak, a ragged sign
of begging, and hurried over to Jesus, holding
his hands out so he wouldn’t bump into anyone.
Some people helped him get closer to Jesus.
“What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus
asked.
“Teacher,” said Bartimaeus, “let me see again.”
“Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has made you well.”
At that instant, Bartimaeus could see again, and
he went on the way with Jesus. (Invite children to
close their eyes and then suddenly open them, looking
around to notice everything that they can see.)
Those who were watching were amazed. They
saw Bartimaeus in a whole new way, no longer as
a beggar but as a child of God.
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Story Review
(based on Mark 10:46–52)
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Speaking out through music
Aitan Grossman was a 12-year-old boy, living in the USA, when he founded
the children’s environmental movement called kidEarth. He was so upset
over what was happening to the planet that he decided to create “a powerful
youth voice to battle climate change.” Aitan did this by writing a song about
the earth, called “100 Generations.” Over 100 children from five continents
and countries like Botswana, France, Taiwan, Venezuela, Ethiopia, and the
United States have recorded the song in different languages.
“I am not old enough to solve the problem of global warming. But I am old
enough to convince others to try by having school children from Africa, South
America, Europe, Asia and North America sing my “100 Generations” song
with me. That way, the world can hear that children everywhere care about
the integrity of the nature that we are taking for granted, and everyone can
feel our hope that the Earth will stop warming soon,” Aitan said.

Speaking out through writing
When Yoshiko Uchida was 21 years old, the war between Japan and the
United States broke out. She and her family were forced to sell their home
and go to a camp in Montana. The housing was crude and cramped, with
8,000 Japanese Americans living at this racetrack. The Uchidas helped
organize churches and schools; Yoshiko taught second grade. Even though
life was better when the war ended, Yoshiko could not forget those terrible
years. With the hope that this would never happen again, she wrote books for
children about those years. Yoshiko spoke out with stories to children!
q Start by writing an outline of what you want to say.

Tips
for
speaking
out

q Rehearse a lot; practice in front of your family and friends,
your dog, and the mirror.
q Keep your speech short.
q Speak in a loud, clear voice.
q Begin by introducing yourself and saying why you are
there.
q Bring things like photos or posters to help make your
point.
q If you get stuck, take a deep breath and start again
(everyone gets nervous).

For more information about children making a difference, go to
www.seasonsonline.ca and click on the Links tab.
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The Way of Love

November 4, 2018

The Bible is full of stories of God’s outpouring of love for God’s people, communities,
and Earth. God’s very nature is loving. This week’s scriptures explore what it means
for people to offer love. There is a commandment for people to love self, neighbour,
and God – and to keep these in balance. There are faithful family bonds of love; love
is shown as the foundation of relationship; and love is named as the most important
rule of faith.
Focus scripture: Mark 12:28–34
The laws of Judaism are an integral part of
their covenant with God. At the same time,
there is a passion to try to reduce them in
their volume to a few pithy sayings. The story
is told of the famous Rabbi Hillel being asked
to recite the law and responding, with “What
you hate for yourself do not do to another.”
In today’s reading, a scribe asks Jesus to
declare his take on the essence of the law, and
Jesus responds with simple and powerful
words: Love the one God with all your being
and love your neighbour as yourself.
In the first instance, Jesus quotes the
Shema, a Hebrew “creed” from Deuteronomy
6:4–5. This statement of God being one, and
the commandment for us to love God, was
considered central to Judaism. Jesus also
quotes Leviticus 19:18 about how we will
love our neighbours. It is intriguing that
he does not include Leviticus 19:17, which
suggests that this love can be confined only
to our own community. In leaving this verse
out, Jesus suggests that love for neighbour
includes everyone – indeed, all creation.
Beyond that, Jesus reminds us of the
need to love ourselves. One can interpret
“love your neighbour as yourself” to mean
“as much as” but the closer translation is
more “in the same way as.” While some
theologians (notably John Calvin and Karl
Barth) have suggested we must not love
ourselves, modern scholars will tell us how
important it is to do so. And so will ancient
theologians. Thomas Aquinas declared, “to
know and to appreciate your own worth is
no sin.”
An analogy can help. Whenever one
rides in an aircraft one hears the instruction
regarding oxygen masks and the specific
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words, “if you are travelling with someone
who needs assistance, attach your mask first
before assisting others.” The point is clear: if
I do not take care of myself, I cannot take care
of others. If I do not love myself, I cannot love
others.
Perhaps the stronger image is to imagine
the words “God, self, and others” as words
on separate pieces of a mobile, held in balance
and tension. Jesus, in the way he gives these
commandments, implies that none is more or
less important than the other – to live a life of
faith we need to keep these important aspects
of our life in balance. When we do that we
may hear Christ say to us, “you are not far
from the reign of God.”
When the future looks bleak for Naomi,
Ruth 1:1–18 tells of Ruth’s courage and love
when she refuses to abandon her mother-inlaw and instead commits herself to Naomi’s
welfare, no matter what the consequences.
Psalm 146 challenges us to put our trust in
God, noting many of the great (and loving)
things God does, executing justice for all. In
an echo of the gospel, Hebrews 9:11–14 points
out that life in Christ is ultimately better
than any acts of sacrifice we might think of
offering God. As the legal scholar pointed
out to Jesus, loving God, self, and others is
“much more important than all whole burnt
offerings and sacrifices” (Mark 12:33b).
•••••
The gospel notes that the commandment to
love self, neighbour, and God is the most
important commandment. There is no rule,
theory, ambition, or New Year’s resolution
that is greater than this. What are the most
important facets (aspects, or traits) of your
faith?

Focus scripture
Mark 12:28–34
Additional scriptures
Ruth 1:1–18
Psalm 146
Hebrews 9:11–14

Seasons of the Spirit
is based on semicontinuous readings of the
Revised Common Lectionary.

God of grace,
we learn to love
because you
loved us first.
Your deep love
for us draws us
ever closer to
you. Filled with
this love, may we
overflow with love
for one another,
for you, and for all
creation. Amen.

If you have Internet
access, visit
www.seasonsonline.ca
to access Spirit
Sightings for
connections between
current events and the
focus passage.

Seasons of the Spirit™ Multiage/Ages 5–12 Season of Creation • Pentecost 2 2018

75

November 4, 2018

The Focus for Ages 5–12

Y

oung children often feel emotions
deeply, with “all that they are,” and
will express their feelings with their
whole bodies. Even with older children it is
usually easy to tell when they are happy or
sad, and when they are angry or hurt. The
younger ones in this age group often have a
lot of love to share and they are increasing
their capacity to understand another’s feelings. Older children in this age group value
social relations and have an inner sense of
right and wrong. Nine- to 12-year-olds for the
most part still feel positive about themselves,
though some may be beginning to experience the angst of the pre-teen and teen years.
As they are increasing in their ability to do

abstract thinking they will understand the
concepts of loving self and others.
Children will come to an understanding of God’s love in the loving and affirming
environment of the church community. This
week’s session, which focuses on the great
commandment to love God, others, and self,
offers an opportunity to affirm for children
that they are beloved of God. As the younger
ones are primarily literal thinkers, it is helpful to remind them that when they show love
for others they are showing love for God. Pray
that the children will experience the reassurance of being beloved by God and by their
church community.

Prepare
Before the session

Respond

q Read and prayerfully reflect on this

Choose one or more of the following
activities and bring materials to set up the
chosen zones.
q Puzzle zone: copies of this week’s
resource sheet “Paths of Love”
q Drama zone: no additional materials
needed
q Memory zone: copies of this week’s
resource sheet “Two Commandments”

week’s
focus scripture, Mark 12:28–34, and
biblical background material (p. 75).
q Bring items for worship space in a basket:

green cloth, candle, Bible with bookmark
placed in focus passage, and a set of paper
chain figures (see resource sheet on p.
109).
q Bring basic supply kit (p. 2), matches,

candle snuffer, offering basket, and, if
possible, Seasons Songbook (Volume 7),
Seasons Music CD (Volume 7), CD or MP3
player; downloadable sheet music and
MP3 recordings are available at www.
seasonsonline.ca.

Gather
q Bring a small bell or “singing bowl” and

“Gathering song” (on resource sheet
“Music and Other Resources,” p. 108).

Engage

q Craft zone: construction paper, craft

supplies, chopsticks or straws, cups or
plastic flower pots, sand or dirt
q Art zone: mural paper (cut into 15 x

45cm/5 x 18in strips), heart stickers, clear
adhesive covering

Bless
q Bring “Blessing song” (on resource sheet

“Music and Other Resources,” p. 108), or,
if possible, the song “Friend to Friend”
(p. 16 in Seasons Songbook, Vol. 7; #28 on
Seasons Music CD, Vol. 7).

q Bring copies of this week’s resource sheet

“The Scribe’s Story.”
q Song group: copy of song “This Is the

Way We Love” (from bottom of p. 79)
q Bible research group: mall pieces of

paper (such as sticky notes)

76

Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2018

Seasons of the Spirit™ Multiage/Ages 5–12 Season of Creation • Pentecost 2 2018

November 4, 2018

The Way of Love
Scripture

FOCUS

To learn about loving God, others, and self.

Mark 12:28–34

Welcome the children as they arrive. Introduce
newcomers to the group.
Call to gather Ring the bell or “singing bowl” as
a signal for everyone to gather in the worship
space.
Opening ritual Invite three volunteers to place
the items from the basket in the worship space as
you lead in the litany.
Leader: Welcome to this place
as we learn about living in God’s way
from day to day (place green cloth on worship table),
as we light a candle as a symbol of
God’s presence (place candle on worship
table and light it),

as we hear wise stories from the Bible
(place Bible on worship table),
as we share our own stories together
(place paper figures on worship table).
All:

All are welcome here.

Pray the following prayer, inviting children to
repeat each line after you:
Dear God, for loving us, we thank you.
For Jesus, who showed us how to love, we
thank you.
For this church who helps to share your
love, we thank you. Amen.
Receive the offering. Extinguish the candle to
signal that the opening ritual has ended.

Connecting with the focus
Invite children to name some ways in which they have shown love and care and have seen other people
showing love and care in everyday life.
n When is it easy to show love and care? When is it hard?

Preparing for the story
Invite a child to bring the Bible from the worship table and use the bookmark to open it to
the gospel of Mark. Remind the children that we
have been reading stories about Jesus from this
book in the Bible. In this week’s story from Mark’s
gospel, we hear about a discussion between a
scribe and Jesus.

The Bible story
Use the resource sheet “The Scribe’s Story” to
tell the story based on Mark 12:28–34. Jesus and
the scribe were both Jews and would both have
known the laws in the Hebrew Scriptures.
n What was Jesus’ answer to the scribe’s ques-

n Why do you think the religious leaders didn’t

dare to ask Jesus anymore questions?

Exploring the story further
(To enable the children to explore the scripture reading
further, explain the two options and have each child
select one.)
Song group (for younger children) Children in this
group will have an opportunity to sing a song to
review the three important love commandments.
Lead the children in the song “This Is the Way
We Love” (on the bottom of p. 79) by singing each
line and having them repeat it after you. Invite
children to think of actions for each verse (such as
hands folded in prayer, handshakes, hugs).

tion about the commandments?
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Bible research group (for older children) Children
in this group will explore the origins of the two
commandments. Explain that they come from two
of the books in the Hebrew scriptures. Invite the
children to look up Leviticus 19:18 and Deuteronomy 6:4–5 in their Bibles and compare them
with Mark 12:29–31. The scribes in Jesus’ time
wrote out scripture verses in the Hebrew language. Invite children to write words from the
gospel reading on small pieces of paper (such as
sticky notes) and place them on the worship table.
Reporting Ring the bell or “singing bowl” as a
signal to gather as a whole group again. Lead the
song group in singing the song with some actions.

Invite the Bible research group to share information about the origin of the commandments.

The Bible story and us
Read Mark 12:30–31.
n What are some ways we can show our love for

God?
n What are some ways that our church shows

love for neighbours, those in our own community and people around the world?
n Why do you think Jesus said it was important

to love yourself too?

Invite the children to select a zone and to work with the materials there.
q Puzzle zone: Paths of love (for

younger children) Like the scribe
we are all on a journey of learning
to live as God wants us to. Distribute
copies of the resource sheet “Paths of
Love” and invite children to complete the activity and discuss the question. Children can then
cut out the heart shape and paths and glue onto
construction paper, adding words or drawings
to illustrate Jesus’ threefold command to love
and live in God’s way.
q Drama zone: Mime (for older children) We

can follow Jesus’ teaching about love in
many different ways. Invite children to
take turns miming ways of “loving God” or
“loving self” or “loving others” while the rest
of the group guesses what the activity might
be. If time permits invite the group to create
actions to go with each phrase in Mark 12:30–
31, then have a volunteer read the words while
the group makes the actions together.
q Memory zone: Verse strips (for older children)

Jesus’ teaching about love is one that we can
carry in our memories. Distribute copies of the
verse strip sections on the resource sheet “Two
Commandments” and invite children to cut
these phrases apart and mix up the pieces. Have
them work in pairs, taking turns to arrange the
phrases in the correct order, referring to Mark
12:30–31 if needed. Then take turns holding
up every other phrase while the partner tries
to remember the next phrase. Continue until
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both partners feel that they have learned these
two commandments about love. Then glue the
phrases in order onto construction paper and
take home as reminders of Jesus’ teaching.
q Craft zone: Love flowers Jesus helped

the disciples to grow in their understanding of what it means to love.
Invite children to make heartshaped flowers to remind
them of Jesus’ teaching about
love. Have them cut three large
hearts out of construction paper and
write “Love God” on one, “Love others” on
another, and “Love yourself” on another. Decorate, then tape the three points together into
flower shapes and attach to sticks or straws and
place in cups or flowerpots filled with sand or
dirt. “Plant” these flowers where they can be
seen as reminders of this great commandment.
q Art zone: Bumper sticker These two command-

ments form the foundation for our faith. Invite
children to create bumper stickers that summarize these commandments. Give each participant a pre-cut strip of mural paper. Invite them
to print the words “Love God, Love Self, Love
Others” on the paper using the permanent
markers and decorate around the edges with
heart stickers and coloured markers to make
an eye-catching bumper sticker. Cover with
self-adhesive covering, leaving some backing
around the edges to peel off when sticking onto
a surface.
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Gather in the worship space and relight the candle.
Sing the “Blessing song” (on p. 108) or, if possible, the
song “Friend to Friend” (p. 16 in Seasons Songbook, Vol. 7;
#28 on the Seasons Music CD, Vol. 7).
Pray (inviting children to repeat each line after you)
Dear God, thank you for your love.
Help us to love you, love others,
and love ourselves as Jesus taught. Amen.

Blessing Send children out with the words, “May God’s
love shine through you.” Give each child three heart
stickers to place on their hand or clothes as reminders to
love God, self, and others.

Distribute copies of the resource sheet “The Scribe’s Story” for the children to share the story at home. Consider ways
you can affirm their understanding of loving God, others, and self over the coming weeks.

Action song “This Is the Way We Love”
(tune: “Here We Go Round the Mulberry Bush”)

This is the way we love our God, love our God, love our God.
This is the way we love our God, each and every day.
This is the way we love our friends, love our friends, love our friends.
This is the way we love our friends, each and every day.
This is the way we love ourselves, love ourselves, love ourselves.
This is the way we love ourselves, each and every day.
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As this story is told in the first
person, try to memorize it
or tell it in your
own words.

H

ello, everyone. My name is…well, the
Bible doesn’t record my name, but it
does say that I am a scribe. You may
not know what that is, so I will tell you that
scribes are religious leaders who help preserve
the Law that was given to Moses, by putting
this Law in writing so that it can be read and
studied. You can read this Law in the first five
books of the Hebrew Scriptures. Scribes also
help the leaders at the time to write down and
keep track of important information about
what is going on in the country.
I remember when I was a young boy, about
your age. I wanted to live a good life, and
follow God’s way. Just looking at you, I can
see you want this for your life, too. I loved
the stories of Abraham and Sarah, Isaac
and Rebecca, Jacob and Esau and Rachel,
Joseph, Moses and Miriam, David, and all the
prophets. In my heart, I felt God’s promise to
be with us always and guide us in the ways
of love and truth. I dedicated my life to God
and to learning all I could about these ways as
shown in the Laws of Moses.
I enjoyed reading the Scriptures and listening
to teachers who explained how these writings
could help people to live in God’s way. When
I heard about what Jesus was saying I wanted
to hear more about his teaching.
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One day, soon after Jesus arrived in Jerusalem
with his disciples, I saw him in the temple,
and I heard him answering some very
difficult questions that many of our religious
leaders were asking. I had a question I wanted
to ask. It was not a trick question but one
that many people and religious leaders have
wondered about for a long time. “Jesus,”
I said, “which commandment is the most
important one of all?”
Jesus answered right away, and looking right
at me he quoted the sh’ma, the commandment
we Jews say every day of our lives. “There
is one God, and you should love God with
all your heart and soul and mind and
strength.” Then Jesus gave another important
commandment about love. I have never before
heard these two commandments spoken
together. He said, “The second most important
is to love others as much as you love yourself.
No other commandments are as important as
these.”
My heart leapt! The most important
commandment that Jesus spoke about is
the commandment that we recite every day.
“Teacher,” I said, “you have spoken the truth.
There is but one God, whom we should love
with all our heart and mind and strength.
We should love others as much as we love
ourselves. This is much more important than
a long list of things to do and not to do.”
Jesus looked at me very kindly, and told me,
“You are not far from the reign of God.” How
happy this made me feel! After that I noticed
that none of the other religious leaders dared
to ask him any more questions.
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• Starting in the centre, follow the three paths.
• Write the letters as you go to discover the three
ways Jesus said to love.
• What can happen when we love as Jesus says?
(Read Mark 12:34.)

Paths of
Love

(based on Mark 12:28–34)
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Two

Commandments

You shall love God

You shall love God

with all your heart,

with all your heart,

and with all your soul,

and with all your soul,

and with all your mind,

and with all your mind,

and with all your strength. and with all your strength.
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You shall love

You shall love

your neighbour

your neighbour

as yourself.

as yourself.
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The Way of Giving and
Receiving
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Appearances loom large in today’s passages. Gifts are not what they seem; the great
come under scrutiny; widows receive honour. Solid things are revealed to be illusions,
and valuables prove to be vanities. God’s presence and our trust reveal the “real.”
Focus scripture: Mark 12:38–44
Jesus warns against leaders who seek to draw
attention to themselves by their dress, by the
greetings they evoke, and by the places they
take not just in society but also within the
worshipping community. Their ethics reek
to high heaven (devouring widows’ houses is
about as low as you can go), while they keep
up appearances with pious shows of long
prayers. Communities where leadership is
focused on prestige and trappings will invariably fail in their duty to care for the “little
ones,” to use a term from Mark’s gospel referring to those who are vulnerable.
Jesus then draws attention to a destitute
widow as she puts two copper coins in the
temple treasury. She remains anonymous in
contrast to the scribes who proudly project
their egos to the world around them. In Greek,
the word used for the widow’s coins is lepton,
which means “a tiny thing.” This lepton was
the smallest coin, the smallest unit of money in
circulation during that time and place. It would
take between four to eight of these coins to make
a penny. Jesus makes clear that this widow is
“poor” (v. 42). There are two Greek words used
in the New Testament for the word poor: one
refers to someone who doesn’t have a steady
job (penes), the other describes someone who is
a beggar (ptoche). Mark’s widow is identified as
ptochoi; she is the poorest of the poor.
It is significant that the widow possesses
two coins, since this means that she potentially
could have given one to the treasury and
kept one for herself. Instead, she gives it all,
“everything she had, all she had to live on” (v.
44). In Greek, this verse reads that she literally
gives “her whole life.”
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The widow’s presence in the temple
demonstrates sacrificial love but it also exposes
the oppressive nature of a system that has
made her destitute. Those two coins hitting the
bottom of the treasury sound a reminder to the
“powers that be” of their responsibilities to her
and to all who are powerless. Will her call to
be served by those who claim to serve God be
answered? In our claims to serve God, how do
we respond to those who cry out for justice?
Jewish law is unambiguous in its demand
for the care of widows. In Ruth 3:1–5; 4:13–17,
Boaz acknowledges his obligation and the story
attributes the birth of Obed to God’s blessing.
As in many passages in Hebrew scripture, just
action results in blessing.
Images of safety, security, and prosperity
fill Psalm 127. The particulars are specific to the
culture of the time and place, but the essence
of the vision is universal and timeless. It’s
worthwhile to explore the connections between
just giving and this picture of abundance for
all. How does our trust in God enable blessings
for all?
The affirmation in Hebrews 9:24–28 is that
Christ’s offering is sufficient, justice has been
done. Salvation is available to all who will live
in trust. If justice has indeed been done, then
we can have the courage to give everything. As
in the psalm, when God builds we can live in
confidence.
•••••
How does justice result in blessing for all, both
givers and receivers? What does God’s call for
justice, sounded in the drop of two small coins
into the treasury box, mean for you?

Focus scripture
Mark 12:38–44
Additional scriptures
Ruth 3:1–5; 4:13–17
Psalm 127
Hebrews 9:24–28
Seasons of the Spirit
is based on semicontinuous readings of the
Revised Common Lectionary.

God of hope,
lead all who are
vulnerable to
places of sanctuary where life
may be sustained
and hope may be
found. Strengthen
us to serve you in
all we say, in all
we do, in all we
give. Amen.

If you have Internet
access, visit
www.seasonsonline.ca
to access Spirit
Sightings for
connections between
current events and the
focus passage.
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The Focus for Ages 5–12

Y

oung children can be very generous,
especially when they see people in
need. Older children in the group are
becoming more aware of justice issues and
discrepancies between wealth and poverty.
Children in this age group may be receiving
an allowance or spending money from their
parents and are getting a better understanding
of how much things cost. They are becoming
aware that people make choices about how to
spend the money that they have. If you collect
an offering during group time this might be a
good week to talk about how the church uses
the donations received through offering.
Most in your group will be familiar with
the word “generous,” especially if they see
it modelled by the members of their church

family and their own family. Older children
might be aware that sometimes generosity
comes at a cost. For example, they may have
witnessed situations in which their families
need to make choices about what they can
afford to support with their charitable donations. They themselves may have had to make
similar decisions with their own spending
money. Be aware that there may be children
in your group whose families are struggling
with income issues, and it may be hard for
these children to relate to the story. You can
help them understand that there are many
ways of giving and that no gift is too small.
Pray that children will be encouraged to see
ways in which they can be generous with
time and love.

Prepare
Before the session

q Chant group: copy of the action rhyme “A

q Read and prayerfully reflect on this

week’s focus scripture, Mark 12:38–44,
and biblical background material (p. 83).
q Bring items for worship space in a basket:

green cloth, candle, Bible with bookmark
placed in focus passage, and a set of paper
chain figures (see resource sheet on p.
109).
q Bring basic supply kit (p. 2), matches,

candle snuffer, offering basket, and, if
possible, Seasons Songbook (Volume 7),
Seasons Music CD (Volume 7), CD or MP3
player; downloadable sheet music and
MP3 recordings are available at www.
seasonsonline.ca.

Gather
q Bring a small bell or “singing bowl” and

“Gathering song” (on resource sheet
“Music and Other Resources,” p. 108).
q Bring two coins of the lowest value in

your currency.

Engage
q Bring copies of this week’s resource sheet

“The Widow’s Gift.”

Little Is a Lot” (from bottom of p. 87)

Respond
Choose one or more of the following
activities and bring materials to set up the
chosen zones.
q Discussion zone: invite a guest speaker
from the outreach or stewardship
committee, coins
q Drama zone: copy of this week’s resource
sheet “Writing a Play”
q Outreach zone: copies of this week’s
resource sheet “Coin Containers”
q Craft zone: card stock circles, magnetic
strips
q Art zone: mural paper, tempera paints,
brushes, paint smocks, construction
paper; make arrangements to deliver
paintings to a seniors’ facility.

Bless
q Bring “Blessing song” (on resource sheet

“Music and Other Resources,” p. 108), or,
if possible, the song “Friend to Friend”
(p. 16 in Seasons Songbook, Vol. 7; #28 on
Seasons Music CD, Vol. 7).

q Three dishes and bags with coins: one

bag with many coins, one with even more,
and one bag with only two coins.
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The Way of Giving and
Receiving
Scripture

FOCUS

To learn about loving God, others, and self.

Mark 12:38–44

Welcome the children as they arrive. Introduce
newcomers to the group.
Call to gather Ring the bell or “singing bowl” as
a signal for everyone to gather in the worship
space.
Opening ritual Invite three volunteers to place
the items from the basket in the worship space as
you lead in the litany.
Leader: Welcome to this place
as we learn about living in God’s way
from day to day (place green cloth on worship table),
as we light a candle as a symbol of
God’s presence (place candle on worship
table and light it),

as we hear wise stories from the Bible
(place Bible on worship table),
as we share our own stories together
(place paper figures on worship table).
All:

All are welcome here.

Pray the following prayer, inviting children to
repeat each line after you:
Dear God, we gather here
to hear your message in the Bible,
to hear your message for us today.
Open our hearts and minds to learn
more about your generous love. Amen.
Receive the offering. Extinguish the candle to
signal that the opening ritual has ended.

Connecting with the focus
Show the children the two coins of least value and ask what might be purchased with these coins, if
anything. Invite those who receive an allowance or spending money to talk about what they like to do
with their money.
n What are some of the things you wish you could buy?
n What does the word “generous” mean to you?

Preparing for the story
Invite a child to bring the Bible from the worship table and use the bookmark to open it to
the gospel of Mark. Remind the children that
we have been reading stories about Jesus from
this book in the Bible. In this week’s story from
Mark’s gospel, Jesus and the disciples are in
the temple and see a poor widow. A widow is a
woman whose husband has died.

The Bible story
Use the resource sheet “The Widow’s Gift” to
tell the story based on Mark 12:38–44. After
the story, invite children to share their initial
thoughts and wonderings.
Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2018

n If the rich people had seen the woman’s gift,

what might they have thought?
Jesus invited the disciples to watch and learn
from the poor widow.
n What do you think Jesus wanted them to

learn from the story of this woman?

Exploring the story further
(To enable the children to explore the scripture reading
further, explain the two options and have each child
select one.)
Chant group (for younger children) Children in
this group will have an opportunity to use their
bodies to portray generous love. Gather in a
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circle. Lead the children in the action rhyme “A
Little Is a Lot” (on the bottom of p. 87), inviting
them to follow the actions as you demonstrate
them.
Bible research group (for older children) Children in
this group will learn more about widows in Jesus’
time. Read the information about widows at the
bottom of the resource sheet “The Widow’s Gift.”
Ask children to find Mark 12:41 in their Bibles.
Explain that one of the jobs of scribes and other
religious leaders in the temple was to make sure
that widows and orphans were taken care of. The
money that was collected in the treasury was
meant to help those who were poor.
n What might the religious leaders think about

Jesus’ words in verses 38–40?

Reporting Ring the bell or “singing bowl” as a
signal to gather as a whole group again. Invite the
chant group to perform the action rhyme. Invite
the Bible research group to share information
about widows and the treasury.

The Bible story and us
Like the disciples, we too can learn from the story
of the poor widow.
n What might Jesus want us to learn from this

story?
There are many different ways of giving and
being generous.
n What are some ways we can be generous?

Encourage children to think of gifts of self and
time as well as tangible things.

Invite the children to select a zone and work with the materials there.
q Discussion zone: Interviews Invite a

member of the outreach or stewardship committees of your congregation
to talk with the group about how the
money given to the church is used both for the
running of the church itself and for local and
global outreach. If possible, show how each
dollar is divided, counting out coins to show
what is spent on the various parts of the church
budget. Discuss together how children in the
group might become more involved in stewardship or outreach projects of the church.
q Drama zone: Writing a play (for older

children) The poor widow offers
people today an example of generosity. Distribute copies of the resource
sheet “Writing a Play” and invite children to form two groups which will each write
a script for a play: one group basing their script
on the Bible story and the other basing their
script on a contemporary version of this story,
set in their own church. Plan how to present
these dramas to the rest of the group or congregation.
q Outreach zone: The poor widow gave all she

had to help others. Distribute copies of the
resource sheet “Coin Container” and review
together the information about the Fellowship
of the Least Coin. Look at each symbol, talking about what kind of gift this might be. Invite
children to follow the instructions for making
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coin collection containers to participate in this
worldwide effort or in a local outreach project.
Decide together when the containers will be
returned and the proceeds forwarded. Have
coin wrappers available at that time.
q Craft zone: Fridge magnet In this week’s story

we heard how a widow put two small copper
coins in the treasury. Recall some of the ways
of giving that were discussed at the end of
Engage. Provide children with circles of card
stock and invite them to create slogans as
reminders of ways to share their gifts and talents and print these on the circles. Then have
them decorate their circles as coins and attach a
strip of magnet tape to the back to make these
into fridge magnets. A slogan might be: “Give
from all that you have” or “Everyone has a gift
to give.” Have them include the scripture reference on their magnets: Mark 12:41–44.
q Art zone: Sharing paintings (for younger chil-

dren) There are many different ways of giving.
Invite the children to create pictures that can be
given to a seniors’ facility. Together talk about
what kinds of pictures the residents might like
to receive. These could be a scene from one of
the Bible stories they’ve heard this season, or
a scene from nature, or an abstract painting of
happy colours. Mount the finished paintings on
coloured construction paper and have the children sign their images. Make arrangements to
deliver these together to a facility, if possible.
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Gather in the worship space and relight the candle.
Sing the “Blessing song” (on p. 108) or, if possible, the
song “Friend to Friend” (p. 16 in Seasons Songbook, Vol. 7;
#28 on Seasons Music CD, Vol. 7).

Blessing Send children out with these words, “May God’s
love shine through you.” Give each child three heart
stickers to place on their hand or clothes as reminders to
love God, self, and others.

Pray (inviting children to repeat each line after you)
Loving God,
help us give like the widow and Jesus did,
from the heart and out of love. Amen.

Distribute copies of the resource sheet “The Widow’s Gift” for the children to share the story at home. In what ways
do the children give to you and others in the church? If you did the Serving project activity in Outreach zone, phone
children to remind them when to bring the coin containers.

Action rhyme “A Little Is a Lot”
A little (thumb and first finger a little apart) is a lot (hands further apart)
when we give all we’ve got (arms outstretched).
When we give from the heart (hands over heart),
our whole self, not a part (jump forward),
not for show or applause (shake head sideways),
but for God’s greater cause (point up),
to help each other (join hands)
and love one another (move closer together)
and to follow Jesus (step back, hands still joined, to make very large circle).
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The Widow’s Gift
(based on Mark 12:38–44)

Children learn well by participating
with all of their senses. Using dramatic
movements with the coins during this
story, and dropping them into the
containers with a noticeable sound,
will help reinforce the visual
image of the offerings
in the temple.

“P

eople will be looking at me,”
thought the rich man, “so I’m
glad that they will see how much
money I am giving to the temple.” The man
put a big bag, heavy with coins into the
offering box. (With flourish and sound, empty
the bag of coins into one dish.) Then he looked
around to make sure that people had heard
the coins and noticed him.
Jesus and his friends were in the temple that
day. They were sitting near the offering boxes.
There were several different boxes and people
put their money in one box to support the
upkeep of the temple, in a different box to
buy food for the people who worked in the
temple, and in a different box to give help to
the poor. It was a good and important thing to
give money for these purposes, but it was not
something to brag about.
“I can give more than he did,” said another
rich man to himself, and he dropped even
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more coins into the offering box. (Empty the
second bag of coins into a second dish with broad
gestures and letting the coins make noise as they
drop). He also looked around to make sure
that people had noticed what he had done.
Jesus had been watching and was very sad
about the actions of these men. Then he saw a
woman who looked to be very poor, a woman
who had no family to care for her. She quietly
dropped her two little coins into the offering
box.
(Drop the coins, one at a time into the third dish.)
“Look,” Jesus said. “This woman has given
the biggest gift of all!” His friends were
surprised to hear Jesus say this because she
had given only two small coins. Jesus said,
“If you give only to show off, or if you give
to God only of what you consider be left over
from everything else, you have not given
from the heart. This woman has given more
because she has given all she had.”

Widows
In Jesus’ time, a girl lived with her father
or brothers until she was married and
then she lived with her husband’s family.
If her husband died, she would then live
with her sons. But if a widow had no sons
or her husband had no brothers, then
she had nobody to look after her. Most
widows in Jesus’ time were among the
poorest groups in the society.
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Coin Containers
The Fellowship of the Least Coin
The Fellowship of the Least Coin is a group that uses the gifts of small-value
coins from many people to make a great difference to the lives of others. They
support projects in more than 70 countries. As people give their small amounts
of money they pray that God’s love and peace will grow in the world. For more
information, go to www.seasonsonline.ca and click on the Links tab.

Make a container to collect coins that can be donated to an outreach project.
1. Cover the outside of a plastic container with tissue or construction paper.
2. Cut out the symbols of giving and glue them onto your container.
3. Add other drawings of ways to give and other decorations if you wish.
4. Cut out the information about “The Fellowship of the Least Coin” and
place it in your container as an example of the kind of serving ministry
that can be supported.
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y
a
l
P
a
Writing
First, read the Bible story that you are using for
your play. Keep your Bible open to the story as you
answer these questions.

Who

is in the story? Who are the main characters?
Are there other people present who are not
identified in the story?

Where

does the story take place? You may have to
go back a few verses to get this information.

When

does the story take place? Is it day or
night? Is it close to the time of an important
event?

What

happens in the story?
What happens first?
Then what happens?
What happens next?
How does the story end?

Now, write a script for your story, including the
who, where, when, and what above.
At the top of the script, note where the action
takes place and when. List the characters in the
play. Then write what each person says. If there
are particular actions, place those directions in
parentheses, like this: (Turn your back on the
crowd).
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In crisis, time seems to stand still and our faith can become battered by fear, rather than
buoyed by trust. “How long, O God” sounds a familiar lament, but history remains in
God’s good care. God’s promises will be fulfilled. God’s presence links past, present,
and future in hope.

Focus scripture: Mark 13:1–8
We know that the temple, which so captured
the awe of the unnamed disciple in verse one,
was destroyed by the Romans in 70 CE. From
this passage, we learn that Mark’s community
believed that Jesus knew it would fall. Either
Jesus is predicting that specific downfall, or he
is speaking more generally to the reality that
eventually all human structures and systems
fall. Scholars are uncertain about whether or
not Mark’s gospel was written before, during,
or after 70 CE. Jesus’ words would have taken
on even more power if the community was
hearing them as the temple was falling, or in
its aftermath.
With the fall of the temple, the whole
structure of the Jewish faith at that time would
be changed. Everything Jesus challenged
of the authority and power located in that
structure would come apart. We know of two
groups within Judaism who existed before
the temple’s destruction: the Sadducees and
the Pharisees. However, only the Pharisees
survived the changes of this period. How
does the community that follows Jesus –
his disciples, Mark’s community, and we –
survive in times of collapse and turmoil? Jesus
attempts to prepare his followers for times
such as these.
Jesus focuses on the issue of deception.
Is it true that in times of turmoil people are
more easily deceived? Does our fear and
uncertainty cause us to follow any and all
claims of stability and authority? Those who
preach absolutes and claim to know what’s
happening and what to do about it seem to
attract a crowd. Popularity is not necessarily a
hallmark of wisdom or insight. Jesus tells his
followers not to be alarmed and not to allow
themselves to be led astray. We are to keep our
focus on Christ.
This chapter of Mark is among a number
of apocalyptic passages in the Bible, that is, it
describes the end of time. Common among
these passages are descriptions of disaster
and destruction, of things coming undone. In
the gospel of Mark, the time of upheaval is not
Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2018

only the end but also a beginning. In the final
words of this section of Mark’s apocalypse,
Jesus reveals, “This is but the beginning of the
birth pangs.”
Birth pangs. New creation. Jesus prepares
disciples and followers of every age for
transformation. That which lasts and endures
will be God’s renewing of life in God’s
good purposes, according to God’s time.
Speculation about when and where and how
misses the point. The main point is that God
remains sovereign, and God’s promises can be
trusted. Even in the midst of suffering, even
in the midst of upheaval, rebirth and hope are
the ways of God.
Our lives are played out in 1 Samuel 1:4–
20, for the characters are all too real. The story
hits close to home. Certainly, Hannah feared
that Elkanah might turn his back on her; that
Peninnah would continue to be the mirror
in which she looked and saw her barrenness
reflected back at her. Yet her fears led her to
the sanctuary, where she discovered God
waiting to respond.
Hannah’s song in 1 Samuel 2:1–10
celebrates the God who works in extraordinary
and life-changing ways. Hannah sings not
only of her own victory over despair, but also
of the ways of God in “raising the poor from
the dust.” Things that seem to be permanent
fixtures of life come under the judgment and
grace of God to bring about new life and fresh
possibilities.
The author of Hebrews 10:11–14, (15–18),
19–25 asserts that we may hold fast to hope
because of God’s faithfulness. Difficult times
cannot outlast the God revealed in Jesus
Christ. In trusting God, we find not only
encouragement for ourselves but also strength
and insight to encourage others.
•••••
How has faith sustained you through difficult
times? What do you believe is most enduring
in life? How might members of your congregation encourage each other in hope and faithfulness?

Focus scripture
Mark 13:1–8
Additional scriptures
1 Samuel 1:4–20
1 Samuel 2:1–10
Hebrews 10:11–14,
(15–18), 19–25
Seasons of the Spirit
is based on semicontinuous readings of the
Revised Common Lectionary.

Eternal God, help
us to discern and
hold fast to your
presence in the
midst of every
changing circumstance, that
we may live with
hope and love
with courage at all
times. Amen.

If you have Internet
access, visit
www.seasonsonline.ca
to access Spirit
Sightings for
connections between
current events and the
focus passage.
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The Focus for Ages 5–12

Y

ounger children in this age group
experience a wide range of emotions
depending on what is happening in
their surroundings. Some are confident and
willing to explore new surroundings and new
experiences. Others are more timid, liking the
security of a well-known environment. Older
children are more aware of the world around
them. As they hear news about local violence,
catastrophic world events, poverty and homelessness, or environmental issues, they might
feel anxious and worried.

There is probably a wide variety of causes
of anxiety for those in your group and this
week’s session offers an opportunity to explore
some of the things that cause fear and worry,
and ways to deal with these feelings. At first
glance this week’s dramatic teaching from Jesus
can be rather frightening, especially for those
in your group with vivid imaginations, but the
discussions and activities can help children
explore the idea that although there are sad and
scary things happening in the world today, God
is present and “a new time is coming.” Pray that
children will be able to imagine the new world
described by Jesus’ teaching.

Prepare
Before the session
q Read and prayerfully reflect on this

week’s focus scripture, Mark 13:1–8, and
biblical background material (p. 91).
q Bring items for worship space in a basket:

green cloth, candle, Bible with bookmark
placed in focus passage, and a set of paper
chain figures (see resource sheet on p. 109).
q Bring basic supply kit (p. 2), matches,

candle snuffer, offering basket, and, if
possible, Seasons Songbook (Volume 7),
Seasons Music CD (Volume 7), CD or MP3
player; downloadable sheet music and
MP3 recordings are available at www.
seasonsonline.ca.

Gather
q Bring a small bell or “singing bowl” and

“Gathering song” (on resource sheet
“Music and Other Resources,” p. 108).

Engage
q Bring copies of this week’s resource sheet

“A New Time Is Coming” and two paper
circles and one craft stick per person; predraw the faces for younger children.

q Bible research group: copies of this week’s

resource sheet “The Temple in Jerusalem”

Respond
Choose one or more of the following
activities and bring materials to set up the
chosen zones.
q Prayer zone: mural paper
q Puzzle zone: copies of this week’s

resource sheet “Coded Message”
q Art zone: magazine pictures of people,

animals, and plants, craft and art materials, sheets of poster board (cut in half)
q Craft zone: small gift boxes, art and craft

materials (such as pipe cleaners, craft
sticks, small stones, heart stickers)
q Poetry zone: pieces of card stock, small

round magnets

Bless
q Bring “Blessing song” (on resource sheet

“Music and Other Resources,” p. 108),
or, if possible, the song “Children of the
Spirit” (pp. 8–9 in Seasons Songbook, Vol. 7;
#4 on Seasons Music CD, Vol. 7).

q Song group: copy of the song “A New

Time” (from bottom of p. 95)
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The Way of Faithfulness
Scripture

FOCUS

To imagine the new time spoken of by Jesus.

Mark 13:1–8

Welcome the children as they arrive. Introduce
newcomers to the group.
Call to gather Ring the bell or “singing bowl” as
a signal for everyone to gather in the worship
space.
Opening ritual Invite three volunteers to place
the items from the basket in the worship space as
you lead in the litany.
Leader: Welcome to this place
as we learn about living in God’s way
from day to day (place green cloth on worship table),
as we light a candle as a symbol of
God’s presence (place candle on worship
table and light it),

as we hear wise stories from the Bible
(place Bible on worship table),
as we share our own stories together
(place paper figures on worship table).
All:

All are welcome here.

Pray the following prayer, inviting children to
repeat each line after you:
Dear God, we gather here
to hear your message in the Bible,
to hear your message for us today.
May we know that you are always with us.
Amen.
Receive the offering. Extinguish the candle to
signal that the opening ritual has ended.

Connecting with the focus
Invite the children to recall times of change in their lives, such as moving from one school grade to
another, or moving to a new house or community, and to talk about how that felt.
n What or who helped you during those times of change?

Explain that in this week’s Bible story Jesus talks about a time when big changes will happen.

Preparing for the story
Invite a child to bring the Bible from the worship table and use the bookmark to open it to
the gospel of Mark. Remind the children that
we have been reading stories about Jesus from
this book in the Bible. In this week’s story from
Mark’s gospel, Jesus and the disciples are talking
outside the temple.

The Bible story
Give children the paper circles and craft sticks
and demonstrate how to make a simple happy
face on one circle and a sad face on the other and
tape the two faces back-to-back on a craft stick.
Use the resource sheet “A New Time” to tell the
story based on Mark 13:1–8, encouraging chilCopyright © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2018

dren to respond by moving their face puppets
and saying the refrain. After the story invite children to share their own ideas of the sad things
that are happening in the world, and what might
happen to change these into happy situations.
n What do you think Jesus wanted the disciples

to remember about the new time that was
coming?

Exploring the story further
(To enable the children to explore the scripture reading
further, explain the two options and have each child
select one.)
Song group (for younger children) Children in this
group will have an opportunity to learn a song
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based on the theme of this week’s story. Lead the
children in the song “A New Time” (on the bottom
of p. 95) and sing together several times.
Bible research group (for older children) Children
in this group will learn more about the temple in
Jesus’ time. Distribute copies of the resource sheet
“The Temple in Jerusalem” and review the information together. Invite children to imagine that
they could go to the Western wall.
n What or who would you pray for?

Reporting Ring the bell or “singing bowl” as a
signal to gather as a whole group again. Invite the
song group to perform the song. Invite the Bible
research group to share information about the
temple and about their prayers.

The Bible story and us
Invite children to imagine that they have been
asked to paint a picture of a world of love, justice,
and peace.
n What would you include in your painting?
What colours would you use?
n What title would you give your painting?
God’s love and God’s presence is always with us,
giving us courage when we are scared and when
the world seems frightening. Invite children
to think again about the changes that were discussed during Gather.
n What can help us to have hope when things are

changing or when we aren’t sure what is going
to happen?

Invite the children to select a zone and to work with the materials there.
q Prayer zone: Prayer wall People still

come to the temple wall today in Jerusalem to pray for a new day of promise
and justice. Invite the children to draw
large stone shapes on a length of mural paper.
Within the stone shapes invite them to write
prayers and draw pictures about their sorrows
and fears as well as their hopes and dreams for
the world. Display in the church hall, with a
note inviting others to add their prayers.
q Puzzle zone: Coded message (for

younger children) Today’s Bible story
invites us to participate in helping
God’s new day to be born. Invite the
children to find ways to do this by deciphering the message on the resource sheet “Coded
Message.” Show them how to fold their papers
as directed to discover the complete words.
Some children may wish to make up their own
puzzle code questions for things they feel do
and don’t last; they may need to make up symbols for letters not included in the code. (Folded
words: hope, peace, truth, love, faith, trust, and
God.)
q Art zone: New day posters Jesus offered an image

of a new day for the world. Invite the children
to select a picture each from the collection and
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imagine for a moment what it will be like for
that person, animal, or plant when the new day
that Jesus promised arrives. Distribute pieces of
poster board and have them place their pictures
in the middle of their boards and draw or write
some words and images of what Jesus’ new day
would look like. Encourage them to show and
tell about their “new day” portrayals.
q Craft zone: New day box (for younger children)

Jesus promised that a new day was coming.
Invite the children to make a list of the things
that can help birth the new day that Jesus
promised (such as love, peace, trust, hope). Distribute the small boxes and invite children to
use the art and craft supplies to decorate the
outside of their “new day boxes” and write,
“Helping God’s new day to be born” on the lid.
Explain that the box can serve as a reminder
of ways they can help birth the new day Jesus
promised. What things might they put inside?
Have them use the craft materials to make symbols (such as a decorated stone, a pipe cleaner
cross, a flower) to place in their boxes.
q Poetry zone: Group poem (for older children)

Jesus’ teachings encourage us to remember
that a new day is coming and we can be part
of it. Invite children to create a group poem
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that answers the question: What will God’s new day
look like? Have each person write one line, or work
together with a partner to write a line. Print the question at the top of a sheet of poster board and take
turns adding each line underneath the question.

Gather in the worship space and relight the candle.
Sing the “Blessing song” (on p. 108) or, if possible,
the song “Children of the Spirit” (pp. 8–9 in Seasons
Songbook, Vol. 7; #4 on Seasons Music CD, Vol. 7).

Have all the children sign the bottom of the sheet and
display in the meeting space or church hall. Consider
sending the poem for posting to the Prayer and Poem
Gallery in the Library on the Seasons website.

Pray (inviting children to repeat each line after you)
Help us, God,
to bring about your new day as we…
(invite children to share their ideas). Amen.
Blessing Send children out with these words, “Let us go
out and help to make God’s new day happen.”

Distribute copies of the resource sheet “A New Time Is Coming” for the children to share the story at home. In what
ways did you gain a sense of “God’s new day” through your time with the children? How can you affirm and encourage them as they participate in bringing in this “new day”?

Song “A New Time”
(tune: “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star”)

There’s a new time, it is near,
a great new way let’s give a cheer.
Everyone will help and care.
Everyone will love and share.
Jesus taught a brand new way.
It will be like a brand new day.
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A New Time
is Coming
(based on Mark 13:1–8)

Children enjoy participating and
this story invites them to use a
two-sided puppet to
respond to each
scenario.

O

ne day Jesus was worshipping with his
disciples at the temple. They were just
coming outside when one of the disciples
looked up at the walls of the temple. “Look,
Teacher! Have you ever noticed the size of these
stones? They are enormous. It’s hard to believe that
people were able to use such huge stones to build
this temple. This is a truly wonderful building.”
Jesus looked at his friend and slowly nodded his
head. “Yes, my friend,” he said, “this is indeed a
great building. But even though it is so magnificent,
some day these walls will all come down. There
will not be one stone left in its place.”
The disciples looked at the huge stones again. They
looked at the temple. It was so big and it looked so
strong and so beautiful. Coming to the temple had
been a very important part of their lives for as long
as they could remember. It was the most important
place they could think of. They were surprised and
worried at what Jesus had said. “Tell us more,”
they asked. “We don’t understand.”
They sat down together where they could see the
temple clearly. “It is hard to understand,” Jesus
replied. “Imagine a time when everything will be
different – even this temple. Imagine a time when
no one will be hungry or thirsty again. No one will
be sad or hurting. No one will feel lonely or afraid.
Just imagine. What a wonderful time that will be!”
(Invite the children to close their eyes and imagine a
world with no sadness. Then, have them open their
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eyes, use their two-sided puppets, and take part in the
following…)
There are many people in our world who are
always hungry. (Show sad faces.)
What does Jesus teach us? (Encourage their answers.)
Then everyone will be strong and healthy. (Show
happy faces. Call out, “A new time is coming!”)
There are many people in our world who are very
lonely and have no one to hold them or talk to
them. (Show sad faces.)
What does Jesus teach us?
Then everyone will have someone to talk to and
someone to hold. (Show happy faces. Call out, “A
new time is coming!”)
There are many people in our world who are very
sick and need help. (Show sad faces.)
What does Jesus teach us?
Then everyone will have the medicine and care
that they need. (Show happy faces. Call out, “A new
time is coming!”)
There are many people in our world who have no
home. (Show sad faces.)
What does Jesus teach us?
Then everyone will have a warm, dry place to
sleep. (Show happy faces. Call out, “A new time is
coming!”)
There are many people in our world who do not
have good drinking water. (Show sad faces.)
What does Jesus teach us?
Then everyone will have fresh clean water to keep
their bodies healthy. (Show happy faces. Call out, “A
new time is coming!”)
When we love others and care for others the way
Jesus teaches us, the sadness will go away and the
happy faces will be everywhere! (Stand up and wave
the happy faces. Call out, “A new time is coming!”)
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THE TEMPLE IN

JERUSALEM

When Jesus lived on earth, the temple in
Jerusalem was central to the religious life for
Jews everywhere.
In this temple, Zechariah was told that he
would have a son and was to name him John.
Here Jesus spent three days talking
with the priests and teachers
when he was about 12. He
also taught here before he
was arrested.

The Romans destroyed
the temple in 70 CE. It
was at this time that
the writer of Mark’s
gospel was hard at
work creating the
gospel we have today.
Although the temple was almost completely demolished, most
of the west wall is still standing even today. It is known as the
“Western” wall or sometimes the “Wailing” wall. People go there to
pray every day, sometimes singing or saying their prayers out loud.

Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2018

Seasons of the Spirit™ Multiage/Ages 5–12 Season of Creation • Pentecost 2 2018

97

Resource Sheet

November 18, 2018

Coded
Message

• Use the code to help you
fill in the blanks.
• Cut around the box.
• Fold the page to discover
ways to help bring in
God’s new day.
Code:
A=
D=
H=
L=
P=
T=
E=
I=
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R=
U=
C=
F=
G=
O=
S=
V=
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The reign of God, observed on this Christ the King/Reign of Christ Sunday, unfolds
wherever people choose to live under God’s authority. Witness to the truth of God’s reign
may unsettle those in power who presume authority that is not theirs. The wisdom and
power of God’s realm overarches all. Jesus invites us to enter this wise reign of God as the
holy friends of God and earth.
Focus scripture: John 18:33–37
This passage opens the trial of Jesus before
Pilate, Rome’s governor in Judea, who ruled
on the emperor’s behalf and who commanded
Rome’s troops in Judea. The trial before Pilate
follows the questioning of Jesus by the high
priest. Pilate sits in judgment as the agent
of Roman power, not as an arbiter of Jewish
traditions. Pilate is told that Jesus is a criminal (verse 30). A more serious allegation (or
rumour) is that Jesus is a king (verse 34).
“Are you the king of the Jews?” Each
gospel begins its account of the trial with this
question. While “kingdom of God” occurs
only twice in John’s gospel, “king” or “king
of the Jews” is used more often. Nathaniel
confesses Jesus to be “King of Israel” at the
beginning of John (1:49). The crowd fed by
Jesus desires to make him “king” (6:15).
“King” or “king of the Jews” occurs nine
times in the trial before Pilate. The judgment
of crucifixion is not a religious sentence. It
is a political verdict. The trial and outcome
hinge on this charge against Jesus as king. It
forms the tension facing the community to
whom John wrote. They lived in the midst
of imperial power. They had suffered from
persecution by power based on the empire’s
wisdom of violence. The text invites their
allegiance – and ours – to a realm whose
wisdom and power stand in stark contrast to
that of Rome and its contemporaries.
“Testify” and “truth” are two core
elements of John’s gospel. The mission of
Jesus is often posed as testifying to God and
God’s works. The community who follows
Jesus also is called to testify (15:27). The word
for “testify” or “witness” in Greek is marturia,
the root of “martyr.” Its later association with
one who suffers for such witness comes from
this era’s experience of persecution. In the
trial before Pilate, Jesus explains his calling
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as testifying to the truth. The prologue of John
twice identifies Jesus as embodiment and
mediator of truth (1:14, 17). “Truth” is later
associated with the presence and work of the
Spirit (16:13).
The passage closes by affirming that those
who belong to the truth “listen to my voice.”
This theme of belonging and listening recalls
Jesus’ imagery of the good shepherd in John
10. That connection may be intentional by the
writer. John 10 speaks of the good shepherd
laying down his life for the sheep, which will
be the outcome of Jesus’ trial. The other key
link is that “shepherd” is a frequent metaphor
used to describe Israel’s leaders, especially
kings. To recognize the reign and power of
Jesus relies on understanding what a shepherd
is and does.
The call of God’s people to witness in
word and life to the truth of God’s reign
finds expression in the additional readings.
2 Samuel 23:1–7 offers the final words of
David. Their testimony wisely affirms that
God favours those who rule justly. Psalm
132:1–12 (13–18) celebrates the reign of David.
It also points beyond David to the messianic
hope of one who will come. Revelation
1:4b–8 witnesses to the primacy of Jesus’ rule
over other temporal powers. The passage
also identifies the church’s calling “to be a
kingdom” engaged in holy service.
•••••
Jesus speaks truth to power about ultimate
power. Jesus’ witness invites us to take our
part in God’s wise reign by living out the truth
of that witness. How do these passages illuminate or challenge our observance of this Christ
the King/Reign of Christ Sunday? Where do
we hear and see the reign of God given witness and embodiment today?

Focus scripture
John 18:33–37
Additional scriptures
2 Samuel 23:1–7
Psalm 132:1–12,
(13–18)
Revelation 1:4b–8
Seasons of the Spirit
is based on semicontinuous readings of the
Revised Common Lectionary.

Holy God, your
reign weds justice
and love, grace
and truth, wisdom
and compassion.
Help us to listen
for your voice that
claims us within
your reign. From
such grace of
belonging, launch
us to bear witness
to your realm with
the whole of our
lives. Amen.

If you have Internet
access, visit
www.seasonsonline.ca
to access Spirit
Sightings for
connections between
current events and the
focus passage.
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The Focus for Ages 5–12

Y

oung children learn in part by copying behaviour. Older siblings, parents,
favourite teachers, and significant
coaches are all potential sources of ideas and
behaviours to be adopted. Children of this age
are very sensitive to whether or not they are
really being listened to. They need adults to
be dependable, reliable, and consistent, and to
speak the truth. The younger children in this
age group are still working at determining
what is true and what is not. The older children know about truth as opposed to lies and
real as opposed to fiction. They are beginning
to develop an understanding of the nuances
of truth and can often recognize when adults
may shape “the truth” to fit the circumstances,

though they may not understand this is sometimes done to protect people from imagined
negative consequences.
This week’s session will help children
review some of the things they have learned
during this past season of stories about what
Jesus said and did. What you say and do, as a
Christian educator, will also have been a powerful teaching tool for the children in your
group. Older children this week will have
the opportunity to explore in more depth the
story of Jesus’ trial before Pilate. Pray that the
children in your group will learn about who
Jesus is as they travel together surrounded by
God’s wisdom.

Prepare
Before the session

Engage

q Read and prayerfully reflect on this

q Bring copies of this week’s resource sheets

week’s focus scripture, John 18:33–37, and
biblical background material (p. 99).
q Bring items for worship space in a basket:

white cloth, candle, Bible with bookmark
placed in focus passage, and a set of paper
chain figures (see resource sheet on p. 109).
q Bring basic supply kit (p. 2), matches,

candle snuffer, offering basket, and, if
possible, Seasons Songbook (Volume 7),
Seasons Music CD (Volume 7), CD or MP3
player; downloadable sheet music and
MP3 recordings are available at www.
seasonsonline.ca.

Gather
q Bring a small bell or “singing bowl” and

pipe cleaners.
q Bring “Gathering song” (on resource sheet

“Music and Other Resources,” p. 108).

“Listen to My Voice” and “A King”
q Bring the set of words from the bottom of

the resource sheet “A King.”

Respond
Choose one or more of the following
activities and bring materials to set up the
chosen zones.
q Prayer zone: newsprint
q Puzzle zone: copies of this week’s
resource sheet “Maze”
q Art zone: art supplies (pastels, water
colours, tempera paint, brushes, paint
smocks), mural paper
q Craft zone: modelling clay, list of words
from this week’s resource sheet “A King”
q Music zone: song “Children of the Spirit”
(pp. 8–9 in Seasons Songbook, Vol. 7; #4 on
Seasons Music CD, Vol. 7), copies of lyrics
(Music Booklet)

Bless
q Bring “Blessing song” (on resource sheet

“Music and Other Resources,” p. 108).
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Reign of Christ
Scripture

FOCUS

To remember what Jesus said about living God’s way of life.

John 18:33–37

Welcome the children to the last week of the
Season after Pentecost. Explain that the cloth in
the worship space will be white today, marking
this as a special Sunday, sometimes called “Reign
of Christ Sunday” or “Christ the King Sunday.”
Call to gather Ring the bell or “singing bowl” as
a signal for everyone to gather in the worship
space.
Opening ritual Invite three volunteers to place
the items from the basket in the worship space as
you lead in the litany.
Leader: Welcome to this place
as we learn about living in God’s way
from day to day (place white cloth on worship table),
as we light a candle as a symbol of

God’s presence (place candle on worship
table and light it),
as we hear wise stories from the Bible
(place Bible on worship table),
as we share our own stories together
(place paper figures on worship table).
All:

All are welcome here.

Pray the following prayer, inviting children to
repeat each line after you:
Dear God, we gather here
to hear your message in the Bible,
to hear your message for us today.
Help us to know the truth of your love and
care. Amen.
Receive the offering. Extinguish the candle to
signal that the opening ritual has ended.

Connecting with the focus
Distribute the pipe cleaners and invite children to form them into circles. Notice that circles have no
beginning or end. They can remind us of God’s love and care which never ends. Invite children to offer
ideas of ways to show love to family members and friends. Explain that today we are going to remember
some of the stories about Jesus, and how he showed God’s wise ways of love and caring.

Preparing for the story
Invite a child to bring the Bible from the worship table and use the bookmark to open it to the
gospel of John. Recall that during this season we
have been reading stories about Jesus’ teachings
from the gospel of Mark. On this last week we
have a story about Jesus from the gospel of John,
a story about Jesus being questioned by Pilate,
the Roman governor.

The Bible story
Use the resource sheet “Listen to My Voice” to
review the season’s readings and this week’s
story based on John 18:33–37, inviting children
to participate in the discussion and the repetition
of the refrain.
Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2018

n Remembering stories you have heard about

Jesus, what do you think is true about Jesus?

Exploring the story further
(To enable the children to explore the scripture reading
further, explain the two options and have each child
select one.)
Game group (for younger children) Children in this
group will have an opportunity to learn to play
a game that reinforces a review of Jesus teachings. Invite children to play a game of “Follow
the Leader,” changing the leader frequently
while the others copy the leader’s actions. The
leader can choose any action that Jesus did from
the season’s stories – praying, singing, holding a
child, teaching, helping.

Seasons of the Spirit™ Multiage/Ages 5–12 Season of Creation • Pentecost 2 2018

101

November 25, 2018
Bible research group (for older children) Children in
this group will explore the setting for this week’s
reading. Distribute copies of the resource sheet “A
King” and review the information together in the
section “On trial.” Although Jesus never called
himself a king he was accused by some of the
Jewish leaders of wanting to be a king. Recall that
this Sunday is sometimes called “Christ the King
Sunday.”

n What kind of leader was Jesus?

Reporting Ring the bell or “singing bowl” as a
signal to gather as a whole group again. Invite the
game group to demonstrate some of Jesus’ actions.
Invite the Bible research group to share information about Jesus’ leadership.

Invite the children to select a zone and work with the materials there.
q Prayer zone: Acrostic prayer (for older

children) Jesus spoke of testifying to
the truth. Events, experiences, and
ideas can shape our understanding of
truth. Invite children to work in pairs or small
groups to create acrostic prayers on newsprint
or chalk boards, using the letters of the word
“truth.” They might begin with, “Loving God,
keep us open to the Truth.” Then have them
add five more lines to their prayers, with each
line beginning with one of the letters of the
word “TRUTH” or including that letter within
a phrase. Share the prayers by reading them
aloud in the group.
q Puzzle zone: Story review (for

younger children) In today’s story
we are encouraged to listen to Jesus’
voice. Through Jesus’ voice and actions
throughout this season, we have learned more
about God’s world of love. Invite the children
to work in pairs and use the resource sheet
“Maze” to remember the stories that they have
heard during the season.
q Art zone: Mood paintings (for younger children)

Invite the children to think of Jesus standing
in front of Pilate and being questioned. Wonder
together what Jesus might be thinking. Encourage the children to use the art materials to paint
or draw a picture which expresses the mood
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and feelings of this scene. Then invite them to
paint another picture beside this, using colours,
lines, and shapes that remind them of Jesus’
loving words and actions, and God’s wise ways.
q Craft zone: Clay symbols (for older children) Jesus’

teachings during this season offered advice
about many things, such as being able to let go,
and being merciful and generous. Look at the
words on the resource sheet “A King” and invite
children to choose one of these theme words
from the readings and create a clay symbol to
remind them of that particular teaching. Create
a display of the symbols to share with the rest
of the congregation. Children can then take
their symbols home as reminders to “listen to
Jesus” in their everyday lives.
q Music zone: Song of change Pilate asked Jesus

questions to try to find out more about who
Jesus was and what he taught. Sometimes the
songs that we sing say something about what
we believe. Listen to a recording of the song
“Children of the Spirit” (#4 on the Seasons Music
CD or as an .mp3 download). Invite children
to say the refrain together as a poem. Share
together some ideas of ways in which group
members are already acting as “shapers of the
future.” What else might they do?
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Gather in the worship space and relight the candle.
Sing the “Blessing song” (on p. 108).

Blessing Send children out with these words, “Go in
peace to love and serve as followers of Jesus.”

Pray (inviting children to repeat each line after you)
Dear God,
thank you for stories that help us learn
to live in your way of love.
Help us to spread the circle of your love
until it goes around the whole world. Amen.

Distribute copies of the resource sheet “Listen to My Voice” to review the stories of the season at home. Thank you for
your ministry with this group. Please take time to fill out the evaluation form at the end of this resource (also in the
Library on the Seasons website).
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Listen to My Voice
(based on John 18:33–37)

Inviting all to respond in this review
of Jesus’ teaching will
help children
remember.

J

esus went to Jerusalem, teaching, healing, and
preaching all along the way about God’s love
and justice for everyone. Some people were
very angry at what Jesus was saying. Jesus was
arrested and taken to see Pilate, the ruler of that
area. Pilate wanted to find out what Jesus had
done or said to make the people so angry so he
asked, “Are you the ruler of these people who
have brought you to me?”
Jesus answered “I am not the kind of ruler you are
used to in this world,” said Jesus.
“So are you a ruler or are you not?” said Pilate.
“If you really cared about the truth then you
would know what kind of ruler I am. You would
understand my words because I came to speak the
truth. If you really wanted to know the truth then
you would listen to my voice.”

Jesus encouraged a rich man to make some
hard choices about giving some things away
and trusting God. What did Jesus teach about
sharing and giving? (Affirm responses and then
speak the refrain together.)
Refrain: Jesus said, “Listen to my voice.”
Jesus had a chat with James and John about seeing
the greatness in everyone. What can make us
great as a group? (Affirm responses and then speak
the refrain together.)
Refrain: Jesus said, “Listen to my voice.”
Jesus listened to Bartimaeus and helped him to
see in new ways. How can we listen to others
and to God? (Affirm responses and then speak the
refrain together.)
Refrain: Jesus said, “Listen to my voice.”
Jesus talked with a scribe about the most
important rule – Love God, love others, love
yourself – and helped the disciples learn more
about love. How can we show our love for God,
others, and self? (Affirm responses and then speak
the refrain together.)
Refrain: Jesus said, “Listen to my voice.”

So…what did Jesus teach and what did Jesus do?
Let’s remember the stories.

Jesus watched a poor widow give everything that
she had. How can we be more generous? (Affirm
responses and then speak the refrain together.)

Even though the disciples thought they should
go away, Jesus told the mothers to bring their
children so that he could bless them. What did
Jesus teach about being welcoming? (Affirm
responses and then speak the refrain together.)

Refrain: Jesus said, “Listen to my voice.”
That’s what Jesus taught and that’s what Jesus did.
And we can follow Jesus too.

Refrain: Jesus said, “Listen to my voice.”
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A King
On Trial
In John 18:33–37 Jesus stands on trial
before Pilate. Just how similar to our
modern courtroom is this scene?
Q Who is the judge?
A Pilate is like the judge. He was appointed
by the government to make decisions about
criminal cases.
Q Who are the defendants?
A Jesus is one of the defendants, which means
he is on trial and must convince the judge of
his innocence. We don’t know much about the
other defendant, whose name was Barabbas,
except that he was accused of being a revolutionary. This means he would have been one
of the people fighting against the Roman rule
during that time.
Q Where are the lawyers and the jury?
A In Jesus’ time there were no lawyers as we
know them today. And there wasn’t a jury,
which is a group of citizens who will decide
whether the defendant is guilty or innocent.
That decision was made by the judge.

Season
review words

WELCOME
GENEROUS
TRUTH
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Q What about the courtroom?
A Trials today take place indoors and sometimes in “closed hearings,” which means
there are no cameras or visitors are allowed.
Jesus’ trial took place in the courtyard, not in
a courtroom; it was outside and open to the
crowds.
Q What were the charges?
A Jesus was accused by the religious leaders of
claiming to be “King of the Jews” although
Jesus never used this title himself. To claim
to be a king would be treason in those times
since there was only one ruler, the emperor of
Rome. People today are still charged with the
crime of treason, which means to violate their
allegiance to their country. In some places, it
carries the death penalty, as it did in the time
of Jesus.

NEW BEGINNINGS LET GO
MERCY
GREAT
LOVE
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Maze

Jesus’ words and actions taught the disciples about God’s world of love,
and they can teach us too. See if you can follow Jesus on his journey to
Jerusalem. As you meet each story along the way match them with the
words at the bottom of the page to remember what these stories have
taught us about living in God’s way.

Start here
Generous widow
(Mark 12:38–44)
Temple
stones
(Mark
13:1–8)

Pilate (John 18:33–37)

Squabbling disciples (Mark 9:38–50)

James & John
(Mark 10:35–45)

Bartimaeus (Mark 10:46–52)

Talking with a scribe (Mark 12:28–34)

Rich man (Mark 10:17–31)

Children (Mark 10:2–16)
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Jerusalem
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Letter to Families
Dear Family,
The Season of Creation, a fairly new season in the church year cycle, is the focus for the first four weeks
of September. For these weeks, children will be hearing stories from creation and about creation, focusing on Planet Earth, Humanity, Sky, and Mountain. The interconnectedness of God’s creation will be
emphasized as we invite the children to learn more about God’s dream for the world. How might you
help your child discover their connection with this year’s focus on God’s amazing world: the planet, the
people, the heavens, and mountains? What might your family do together each of these weeks to honour
and celebrate that aspect of creation?
During the Season of Creation we will be using this closing prayer each week, and you might like to say
it at home:
Creator God,
We give thanks for the mountains above (place fingertips together above head).
We give thanks for the valleys below (place fingertips together pointing down).
We give thanks for the ever-changing sky (reach hands up toward sky and wiggle fingers).
We give thanks for the waters that flow (move hands up and down like waves in front of body).
We give thanks for the circling sun and moon (draw “circle” with pointer finger).
We give thanks for all creatures that roam (use your bodies to move like a favourite animal or bird).
We give thanks for each green growing plant and tree (bend over and then slowly stand up straight
while raising hands above head as though you were “sprouting”).
We give thanks for this Earth that is our home (place hands over heart)! Amen.
The last half of the Season after Pentecost takes us through the final week of September and the months
of October and November, the end of the longest season of the church year. During these weeks we
will be exploring stories about Jesus’ teachings from the gospel of Mark. These stories are about basic
Christian values and practices and can help children identify the ways in which they too can be followers
of Jesus, sharing in God’s work. Many of the children in this age group are still fairly concrete thinkers.
For that reason the scripture readings have sometimes been paraphrased to help explore some of the
challenging concepts.
Reading the following scriptures together at home, from a version of the Bible written for children,
can help families explore these teachings together: Mark 9:38–50; Mark 10:2–16; Mark 10:17–31;
Mark 10:35–45; Mark 10:46–52; Mark 12:28–34; Mark 12:38–44; Mark 13:1–8. The final week’s reading
comes from the gospel of John 18:33–37.
We will be praying for your child during these weeks. We ask that you and your child pray for us as well as
we prepare for and lead the sessions each week. May this time of the year be one of growth and discovery
for your child and your family.
Blessings,
Suggested resources for using at home: Read, Wonder, Listen: Stories from the Bible for Young
Readers, by Laura Alary; or The Lectionary Story Bible, Year B, by Ralph Milton with the art of Margaret Kyle for family devotion times. You might also consider using the story After the Beginning
by Carolyn Pogue, about the creation of the world. All are available from the publisher of Seasons
of the Spirit; visit www.woodlakebooks.com
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Music and Other Resources
Gathering song (for the
Season after Pentecost)

We Will Follow Jesus

(tune: “Hokey Pokey”)

We will follow Jesus,
we will follow Jesus,
we will follow Je–sus,
and do what Jesus did (clap, clap)
and do what Jesus did (clap, clap)
and do what Jesus did (clap, clap)
We will follow Jesus,
we will follow Jesus,
we will follow Je–sus,
and do what Jesus did.
(Other verses: “...and share like Jesus did”;
“…and love like Jesus did”; “…and help like
Jesus did”)

(tune: “The Bear Went over the Mountain”)

(Gather in a circle, facing into the middle.)
We put our right arm in (put right arm in).
We put our right arm out (put right arm out).
And we praise God all together, (lift arm up
high).
as we shake it all about (shake arm).
We know that God is with us (turn on the
spot to the left),
as we gather here today (turn to the right).
That’s why we sing and pray (clap, clap).
(Repeat the song, substituting: left arm, right
and left legs, and whole self.)

Blessing song

I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me

Words and music: traditional African-American.
Arrangement: Alan Whitmore, © 2002 Seasons of the Spirit™.
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Paper Chain
Figures
Instructions
1. Make a copy of the pattern and cut out.
2. Fold a piece of paper, accordion-style, and place pattern
along the folded edge (as in the illustration).
3. Make one set of figures for the Gathering worship ritual
during the sessions for Pentecost 2, 2018.
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Season of
Creation
Resources

Gathering song for
the Season of Creation
(tune: “The More We Get Together”)

Oh, we are all connected,
we’re part of creation.
Oh, we are all connected,
in Go-d’s great world.
With the planet and the people,
with the sk-y and the mountains.
Oh, we are all connected,
we’re one family.

Closing prayer
Creator God,
We give thanks for the mountains above (place fingertips together above head).
We give thanks for the valleys below (place fingertips together pointing down).
We give thanks for the ever-changing sky (reach hands up toward sky and
wiggle fingers).
We give thanks for the waters that flow (move hands up and down like waves in
front of body).
We give thanks for the circling sun and moon (draw “circle” with pointer
finger).
We give thanks for all creatures that roam (use your bodies to move like a
favourite animal or bird).
We give thanks for each green growing plant and tree (bend over and then
slowly stand up straight while raising hands above head as though you were
“sprouting”).
We give thanks for this Earth that is our home (place hands over heart)! Amen.
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A Caring Generation
For several years now, children, youth, and young adults have been founding and leading
major organizations that are now at the forefront of attempts to bring about positive change
designed to make life better for the people around the world.

One More Generation was founded by Carter, who was nine, and his sister Olivia, who was seven

going on eight (they are now 17 and 16 years old). Both children were extremely passionate about animals and
wanted to do whatever they could to help save endangered species, including adopting Cheetahs in South
Africa. When the Gulf oil spill happened in April 2010, they began to gather animal rescue and treatment
supplies and, on Olivia’s eighth birthday, headed to the Gulf to help. While they were there, they learned that
biggest threat to many sea turtles and sea birds comes from plastic pollution. So they developed the Plastic
Awareness Week curriculum for schools, to teach about the damage caused to our oceans and wildlife by
plastics. Recently, they started a new program called Green Well, which involves growing organically grown
produce, which is donated to animal shelters and rescue programs.

Free the Children When Craig Keilburger was 12 years old (he is now 35), he read a newspaper article

about another 12-year-old boy, Iqbal Masih, who lived in India and who had been sold into slavery when
he was four, chained to a weaving loom for six years and forced to work endless hours for no pay, and who
was eventually murdered when he was 12, just like Craig, for speaking out for the rights of children. Craig
and some of his grade 7 friends started Free the Children. Free the Children is now an international agency
devoted to improving the lives of children around the world. At home, Free the Children sponsers We To Me
and We Day events to increase awareness of the issues and challenges children face. Through its Adopt a Village program, Free the Children works in Africa, Asia, and Latin America to help children break free from
poverty by empowering their mothers, improving their schools, outfitting their health clinics and building
their water facilities, which reflect the five pillars of their program: Education, Clean Water and Sanitation,
Health, Alternative Income and Livelihood, and Agriculture and Food Security.

The Ladybug Foundation When Hannah Taylor was five (she’s now 21), she saw a homeless man
picking through garbage for food, on freezing cold winter night. “Why?” she asked. If people shared, then
there would be enough for everyone. And so she started the LadyBug Foundation, which focuses on advocacy for the poor and homelss, education, and fundraising. The Ladybug Foundation has now raised well
over $3 million for projects from across Canada that fight homelessness.
n How are th
es

e children taki
ng responsibilit
to care for crea
y
tion?
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The Mystery of Wonder
...and Worship

AWE

I

wonder sometimes about wonder. Wonder is
a mystery with two facets. There are objects
of wonder, and there is wondering.
On the one hand, we speak of the wonders of
nature – those objects, impulses, and presences
that amaze and astound us. These may be as
massive as the Grand Canyon and Uluru, or
as minute as a delicate spider. These wonders
of nature have intrinsic worth or, we might say,
intrinsic wonder. They are not handy resources
for humanity to abuse.
On the other hand, we react to natural
phenomena with wonder and awe. There is a
dimension of our consciousness that not only
sees, senses, and feels what is present before us,
but also reacts with wonder – what I would call
the mystery of wonder...

Wonder in the scriptures
In chapter one of Genesis, God “saw” the creation and declared it “very good;” or in modern
terms, “wonder-full.” God beholds all of nature
and declares it to have intrinsic worth by the
wonder of its very existence.
However, the text that portrays the
phenomenon of wonder in a bold and
provocative way is Job 38...
In this text, God confronts Job with
seven wonders of the world – an ecological
confrontation. Each wonder is veiled in a
mystery that challenges Job’s anthropocentric
view of the world. God forces Job to stop
focusing on his personal miseries and confront
the mysteries of the universe.

The seven wonders of Earth
The wonder of Earth! God portrays the first
wonder as a magnificent edifice called Earth,
carefully designed, measured, and constructed.
Job is challenged to grasp the mystery of its origins and its solid foundations...
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The wonder of oceans! The second wonder
is the sea that surrounds the land. With a
measure of humour, this massive wonder is
described as a baby that comes from the womb
and is then wrapped in baby clothes and placed
in a playpen. The playpen is the (land) boundary
beyond which baby Sea is not permitted to crawl
precisely because God says, “No further, baby!”
With this playful imagery Job is confronted by
the wonder of the ocean and the mystery of
waters that stay in place and do not flood the
land.
The wonder of light! Another wonder is
the phenomenon of light whose abode has been
hidden in the darkness since the beginning of
time. If Job were as old as time, declares God
sarcastically, Job would have been present in the
primordial to solve the mystery of light. As it is,
the wonder of where light is ultimately located
in the universe remains a mystery.
The wonder of stars! The stars represent a
domain of wonders controlled by the laws of
heaven. The mystery of how the constellations
traverse time and space leaves humans, like Job,
totally amazed. God challenges Job, who claims
to be a wise scientist and know the world of
nature, to take the laws of the skies and use them
to establish order on Earth.
The wonder of weather! The advent of
storms, with thunder, lightning, and rain,
presents another fascinating wonder. The
mystery of the origin of everything from
dewdrops to hoarfrost leads us to wonder
whether all these flow from mysterious sources
in the sky, sources God humorously describes as
the father of rain and dewdrops and the mother
of ice and hoarfrost. Climate is a mystery that
baffled the ancient scientist.
The wonder of the deep! The deep here
confronts us with a wonder that challenges our
understanding of the cosmos, the domains
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Wonder and Worship
The mystery of wonder in nature confronted
people like Job and many of our ancestors, just
as it does each of us, if our consciousness is
aroused.
As I reflect on wonder, it becomes apparent
that we might well discern several dimensions
of wonder.
First there are those bold wonders in nature
that confront us directly. We are “wonderstruck”
by the splendour, majesty, and stunning force of
what we see. Nature breaks through and we are
taken aback.
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Often, however, wonder lies in the complexity
of the mystery before us, in the hidden impulses that
move the ocean, the deep memories that perpetuate
life on the planet, the interplay of energies that
enables galaxies to communicate.
Every wonder is ultimately an expression of
intrinsic worth, a true value that is integral to the
nature of the cosmos. Or in other words, we meet
intrinsic wonder in the nature we see each day.
My own wondering is also a mystery, a
response to the sacred I meet in nature, the wonders
I celebrate.
Finally, then, I must ask whether wonder is
not the very vehicle whereby Presence in creation
reveals itself to me. If Presence permeates the planet,
then surely one way Presence makes itself apparent
is in the wonders that encapsulate the mysteries of
the universe.
And if I wonder when I behold such wonders,
then it would seem to me that my wonder is akin to
worship! Come let us wonder together.

Blessing
May the wonders of this world
stun us with their splendor
until we appreciate
that their goodness is richer than gold
and ought to be preserved
as sacred treasure.
They are the original artwork of evolution
and the fingers of God.

WONDER

beneath and beyond our vision. In Job’s
world, the depths hide the doors of death,
the gates of darkness. Beneath the ocean, the
wonder of the deep is viewed as a truly terrifying
mystery of the cosmos.
The wonder of clouds! The final wonder
of the physical universe is the atmosphere.
Clouds can produce floods of water and flashes
of lightning. But the ultimate mystery is the
wisdom imbedded in their being that guides
them to provide the moisture needed for life on
Earth. Or, asks God with another hint of humour,
who tilts the bottles of heaven and causes the
rain to turn dust into clods of mud?
God’s challenge to Job, however, is not only
to face the mysteries of these great wonders of
the cosmos, but also to recognise their intrinsic
worth and independence. They are not under
human control or created for human benefit.
They are wonders that exist as mysteries in their
own right and with their own integrity.
Job’s encounter with these wonders is a
spiritual experience that changes his life. He
declares that facing the mystery of these wonders
means seeing God, rather than just hearing about
a Creator. The sacred can be experienced in the
wonders of nature. Job no longer has a reason to
sit as a plaintiff in dust and ashes. He can move
on and celebrate life (Job 42:1-6). In short, when
Job views the wonders of nature, he claims to
“see” God.

Excerpted and adapted from
Rainbow of Mysteries: Meeting the Sacred in Nature, by Norman Habel.
Copyright © Norman Habel, 2012. Published by CopperHouse, an imprint
of Wood Lake Publishing Inc. Used by permission.
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Drumbeats on the 1 and 4 beat in the bar make a strong heartbeat effect.

Drum beats on the 1 and 4-beat in the bar make a strong heartbeat effect

The italicized words may be replaced with others, such as waters, birds, fish, children, and others.

The italicised words may be replaced with others, such as: waters, birds, fish, children and others
ACTIONS

ACTIONS:
A: Begin with arms in a circle above your head, allowing arms to slowly fall open until extended to each side
A: Begin
with
arms
a circle
above
allowing
arms to
slowlyuntil
fall open
until
each
side
B: Begin
with
armsincrossed
over
youryour
chest head,
and allow
this position
to unfold
forearms
areextended
uncrossedtoand
extended
B: Begin with arms crossed over your chest and allow this position to unfold
C: A cradling motion with both arms, this can optionally end with a hand to the ear
until
forearms are uncrossed and extended
Left handmotion
over thewith
heart,
right
handthis
gently
the left onend
the with
1 anda4hand
beat (or
1 & ear
3 beat)
C: AD:cradling
both
arms,
canhits
optionally
to the
D: Left hand over the heart, right hand gently hits the left on the 1 and 4 beat (or 1 & 3 beat)
From September 2 through to November 25, 2018, you may make copies of the words only of this song
Words unknown, tune Linnea Good.
Copyright © 1995
Borealis Music.
for use in your congregation. Please include the copyright information. All copies are to be destroyed
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Borealis
Music, www.LinneaGood.com
Used by permission.
after©1995
this time
period.
From The Good Book
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Connecting with the Art – Season
of Creation, Pentecost 2 2018
Margaret Kyle

A true sukkah canopy of peace is not a rock-solid fortress,
but a tenuous hut made from living things, open to the sky,
exposed to the elements, welcome to guests and compassionate to the poor. Most of all, a sukkat shalom must be tended
with ongoing effort and care, for it is built to last only with
the loving touch of human hands – and the creativity of
children. May you be sheltered with peace in the coming
year – a tender and tenuous peace.” Durga Yael Bernhard.
Lorraine Toler is an artist residing
and working in Tacoma, Washington who studied oil painting, acrylic
painting, and black and white photography in the Fine Arts Program
at Washington State University.
Toler writes, “Crows, in particular, seem to be pervasive and deeply
rooted in the lore and literature of
many cultures. Crows and octopi
are also a big part of the native and
modern lore of the Puget Sound
The Prey by Lorraine Toler
(Salish
Sea) area of Washington
(acrylic painting).
State, where I live. The Prey was
Used by permission.
http://lorrainepaints.wixsite. painted with playful intent. The
com/mysite.
crow thinks that it has found a juicy
worm and is content; it is a good day for the crow. The octopus displays just the tip of its tentacle as bait, and it is also
a good day for the octopus. Ultimately I wanted to make
the viewer laugh and then think a little deeper about how
everything is about perception.”
The Seasons of the Spirit™ writer who introduced this
image to the team says, “The Prey causes me to be curious
about the ways different parts of creation interact and how
often I overlay my human interpretation, fears, and values.
The animals are engaging one another, and it seems like
exploration, playful, delightful, rather than predatory. It’s a
moment that seems pregnant and yet non-anxious.”

Art engagement suggestions for individuals
or groups
Human perception In the world of nature there is no right
or wrong – good or bad. The BBC programs narrated by Sir
David Attenborough, such as Planet Earth and Planet Earth
II, point this out very well and also display the diversity
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and utter beauty of Earth. Toler, shows this in her painting
– animals enticing or being enticed by the other. It may be
our human inclination to cheer one animal on over the other
or to feel sorry for one or the other, or to put our human
interpretation on the spectacle. Take some time to discuss
or write in your journal about your relationship to nature.
Animal rights American philosopher, Tom Regan, author of
A Case for Animal Rights, who specialized in animal rights
theory admonished, “Because we have viewed other animals through the myopic lens of our self-importance, we
have misperceived who and what they are. Because we have
repeated our ignorance, one to the other, we have mistaken
it for knowledge.” Canadian writer and environmentalist,
Farley Mowat, cries out: “Whenever and wherever men
have engaged in the mindless slaughter of animals (including other men), they have often attempted to justify their
acts by attributing the most vicious or revolting qualities to
those they would destroy; and the less reason there is for the
slaughter, the greater the campaign for vilification.”
n Who in your church or community might be on the margins, or feel like an outcast?
In a group, read together the creation story in Genesis 1:1–28
and then discuss human’s place in the animal world, animal
rights, human perception of animals as seen in the world
today, or other topics that arise from this scripture reading
and/or these quotes. Compare the creation story in Genesis
1 to creation stories in Psalm 8, Genesis 2, or Proverbs 8.
Crows/ravens & octopi – mythology and fact Do some research and create a chart of facts and myths about these
creatures.
n What were you curious to discover about them?
n What stirs your imagination or admiration about each?
Write or draw about any times that you have interacted,
or heard stories of others’ interaction, with either of these
creatures.
Octopus and crow crafts On the Internet search images of
crow crafts or crow footprints and octopus crafts or octopus
footprints and choose any that might be fun to try, or that
might expand your knowledge of these creatures. Display
your artwork beside the chart of facts and myths that you
have created, and the poster The Prey.
Earth art and nature-based art projects Search the Internet
or the library for some “Earth art” or “nature-based” art
projects that you find fascinating and/or would like to try.
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n What is it about these art projects that draws your atten-

tion?
n How do you think working with natural materials can
inspire greater care and respect for the Earth?
Letter writing Have you a concern about the way something
in your environment is being treated? Find out more about
the topic and if there are others who share your concern.
Write a letter to the environment ministry of your government, begin a petition, and/or join a group that is working
to draw attention to this concern.
St. Francis of Assisi The Season of Creation covers the first
four Sundays of September, chosen for their proximity in
the calendar to the feast of St. Francis of Assisi on October
4. Do some research on St. Francis who was well known for
his passion for creation and our need both to appreciate it
and to care for it.
n Who are some people in our day and age who are voices
for protection of animals and the environment?
Do some research on these people.
Durga Yael Bernhard’s artwork
explores both personal and archetypal imagery through contemporary techniques. Her themes
include birth and mothering,
healing and transformation, animals and nature, family and community, myth and dream, ritual
and prayer. She brings a variety of
influences to her work, including a
strong grounding in rhythm and
design; a lifelong passion for West
Love One Another
African music and dance; the
(gouache painting).
Original Art © Durga Yael
Jewish tradition; and the natural
Bernhard /
world. Her experience as a mother
durgabernhard.com.
Used by permission.
and as a children’s teacher of Judaics, Hebrew, and art have also
shaped her work. She lives in the Catskill Mountains of New
York with her family.

Art engagement suggestions for individuals
or groups
Look deeply Take some minutes to look at Durga Yael
Bernhard’s painting, Love One Another. Bernhard’s “strong
grounding in rhythm and design” are evident in the shapes,
colours, and movement in the piece.
n How does she join the figures together? How does she
create movement from one figure to another?
Notice how all ages, genders, human, and non-human figures are incorporated and how the figures move outward
from the edges of the artwork to show the inclusion of others
outside of the frame. Warm colours (oranges, yellows, pur-
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ples) are placed alongside cool colours (blues, greens) to help
distinguish the individual figures.
n What do you find inviting about this piece?
Sukkah canopy quotation Read Bernhard’s quote at the top
of this article. Sukkot is a seven-day festival in the Jewish
tradition that commemorates the forty-year period during
which the children of Israel were wandering in the desert,
living in temporary shelters (sukkah). For the festival, sukkahs are built with walls that can be free-standing or include
the sides of a building or porch. The roof must be of organic
material, such as leafy tree overgrowth. The quotation is
significant especially during the Season of Creation when
we commemorate our deep connection to our fragile earth
that also “must be tended with ongoing effort and care…
with the loving touch of human hands – and the creativity
of children.” During the Season of Creation, get a group
together and build a temporary shelter with a roof made of
leafy organic material. Sit beneath this shelter and share a
simple meal of cheese, dates, olives, and bread. The shelter
is also a place of welcome and “shalom” or peace.
n How does sitting in this fragile shelter connect you with
the creation we all share?
If you are unable to build such a temporary shelter, write
down or share stories about times when you have lived
temporarily close to nature (camping/hiking/ during an
evacuation from fire or storm).
n What is it like to feel nature close? What can we learn from
the natural world?
One, Two, and Zero are three children’s books about relationships by Kathryn Otoshi. As budding young readers learn
about numbers, counting, and primary and secondary colors, they also learn about accepting each other’s differences
and how it sometimes just takes one voice to make everyone
count – or “love one another.”
Create a welcoming poster (group or individual activity)
With Bernhard’s painting as inspiration, use simple shapes
to design a poster that shows welcome as in Jesus’ greatest commandment “love God with all your heart and your
neighbour as yourself.” Look at The Golden Rule Poster to
compare these words with those in other great religions.
Nature faces (outdoor group activity): With twigs make
the outline of a circle or shape on the ground to represent
a human or an animal face. Then using a combination of
flowers, pebbles, twigs, leaves, and other natural materials
create eyes, nose, hair, mouth, ears on the face. Notice how
each face that is made is unique. Celebrate that diversity with
a prayer of thanksgiving.
Margaret Kyle (artist & illustrator) – The Lectionary Story Bible, Year A, B, C,
by Ralph Milton and one of the illustrators for Seasons of the Spirit
published by Wood Lake Publishing, www.woodlake.com.
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Fillable Form

Let us know how your
season has gone…

Please complete the following
evaluation and mail to the appropriate
address on the next page, OR save
time and money by using the easy
online evaluation at:
www.seasonsonline.ca

Your feedback is important to us. Please join us
as we seek to make Seasons of the Spirit the best
possible resource for supporting local churches in
integrating worship, education, and service.
Please note that the materials are prepared 18 months
in advance and while we are considering this feedback, you will not see the changes immediately.

1. Which season are you evaluating?
 Advent, Christmas, Epiphany
 Lent, Easter
 Pentecost 1
 Season of Creation, Pentecost 2
Year? _____
2. Which age-level resource are you evaluating?
(Please use one form for each age level so that we
can be sure to direct your comments appropriately.)





Ages 3–5
Ages 6–8
Ages 9–11
Adult

 Ages 12–14
 Ages 15–18
 Multiage (Ages 5–12)

3. Please rate the following:

4. How well did these resources equip and encourage you to lead your group?
 I felt fully equipped and encouraged
 I felt somewhat equipped and encouraged
 I did not feel equipped and encouraged
5. Did you participate in a teacher training,
(including online workshops), or Leadership
Preparation session?
 yes
 no
 wasn’t offered
6. In what ways did you engage with these resources?
•

Music

•

Posters

•

Website: www.seasonsonline.ca

organization and layout of materials
 great  good  fair  poor
variety of activities
 great  good  fair  poor
age appropriateness
 great  good  fair  poor
art posters
 great  good  fair  poor    
music
 great  good  fair  poor    
Biblical Background
 great  good  fair  poor    

Seasons of the Spirit™

7. What were the highlights of this season for you and your group?

8. Please describe any significant adaptations you found it necessary to
make in order for the resources to be most effective in your setting.

In North America,
please mail or fax to:

9. What suggestions or comments do you have for us as we continue to
develop these resources?

WOOD LAKE PUBLISHING INC.
485 Beaver Lake Road
Kelowna, British Columbia
Canada V4V 1S5
Phone: 1-800-663-2775
Fax: 1-888-841-9991

In Australia or New Zealand,
please mail or fax to:
MEDIACOM EDUCATION
PO Box 610
Unley, South Australia 5061
Phone: 1-800-811-311
Fax: 08-8297-8719

10. Our materials arrived: (Check all that apply)
 Complete  Incomplete
 In a timely manner  Later than expected
 Damaged
 In good condition

www.seasonsonline.ca
Seasons help line
1.866.505.7687

11. Customer service support:
 Knowledgeable and helpful

 Not helpful

 Did not use

Please indicate where or how you contacted customer service.

for
Customer Service inquiries
contact:
info@seasonsonline.ca

Your Name:________________________________________________________
Your Role in the Congregation:_______________________________________
Your Congregation:_________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________
Phone:____________________________________________________________
E-mail:____________________________________________________________
Fax:_______________________________________________________________
Thank you for your time and partnership!
Seasons of the Spirit™

Printed in Canada

