
Q&A on Pastor Ryan and Natalie’s Sabbatical

On Sunday, January 18, 2015, Pastors Ryan and Natalie addressed the congregation 
informing them of their need and the mutual decision agreed upon with pastoral counsel, 
to take a six-month sabbatical from all ministries effective immediately. Below is a Pastor 
Ryan’s letter to the church.

 Lev. 25: 1- And the Lord spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, 

saying, 2 “Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: ‘When you 
come into the land which I give you, then the land shall keep a Sabbath to 

the Lord. 3 Six years you shall sow your field, and six years you shall 

prune your vineyard, and gather its fruit; 4 but in the seventh year there 
shall be a Sabbath of solemn rest for the land, a Sabbath to the Lord. You 

shall neither sow your field nor prune your vineyard. 5 What grows of its 
own accord of your harvest you shall not reap, nor gather the grapes of 
your untended vine, for it is a year of rest for the land. 

Over the Course of 7 years Natalie and I have had the privilege of 
ministering to this congregation. For those of you who were around during 
that time of transition you know it was quite turbulent and traumatic, 
especially for us. And as a result my family and I have faced much stress, 
trauma and pain that we would wish on no one. The death of my parents, 
building a family and the demands of leading a church congregation, With 
all those factors and others We’ve never really been able to recover 
appropriately, spiritually or emotionally. 

The calling of a Pastor brings a plethora of demands and expectations that 
have an effect both on the pastor and his family. With giving constant care 
but often times neglecting personal care. 

You just can’t leave things at the office so to speak. 

Trauma is very real, stress is very real and many times there is NO time to 
slow things down and receive adequate healing. 

Last week we met with Pastor Rich here and counseled with several other 
Pastors as well as the Church Leadership team and we have determined 
and all are in agreement that a 6-month Sabbatical for family and myself 
will take place. Which begins Effective immediately. 

This Sabbatical will help personal renewal, healing and strength for my 
family. It is a time for rest and reflection; a time for renewed focus and 



vision; a time to "pull things together" mentally and spiritually; a time to 
concentrate on family relationships; it is a time to evaluate the past and 
envision the future.

A sabbatical is not a vacation, but rather solitude with God… Ps. 46:10 
says, Be still and Know that I am God. Our motivation for keeping a 
Sabbath is not so that we can be more productive in the remaining six days 
of the week. Rather the motivation is to offer one’s self to God – to cease 
from the business of work/productivity. To get healed, get restored, and 
get renewed. What makes any man or woman truly effective is the 
condition of their heart. 

My family and I ask for your prayer support during this time. We ask for 
your grace and understanding. We want you to be encouraged, that this is 
Jesus’ church not ours and He’s still running the show. He said, I will build 
my church…and the gates of hell will not prevail against it. 

We ask you to continue with your support for this church, through your 
time, treasure and talent. We would ask that you run with the vision. Make 
your life count and give God the Glory. 

What this means that all of the Pastoral Responsibilities will be handed to 
Pastors Marlando and Megan who have been in ministry for over 18 years 
as well as the church leadership Team which we will call up momentarily. 

Again, thank you for your love, for your grace and for your support. As we 
receive personal healing and strength from the Lord. 

-Pastor Ryan and Natalie

Q&A

What is a Sabbatical?
Sabbatical (from Latin sabbaticus, from Greek sabbatikos, from Hebrew shabbat, i.e., 
Sabbath, literally a “ceasing”) is a rest from work, or a hiatus, for enrichment and 
renewal.

Many denominations provide sabbatical leave for their pastors in order to offer time for 
spiritual renewal and nourishment. Although the pastor should be involved in study, 
spiritual growth and enrichment all the time, the responsibilities of worship preparation, 
preaching, pastoral care, and administration often push the pastor’s own spiritual needs to 
the background. A sabbatical leave is an investment for entire congregation; helping to 
assure that the pastor receives dedicated time away for his spiritual well being and 
professional development. Sabbatical is not a vacation: it is a time for our pastor to 
receive spiritual nourishment and a change in perspective, to deepen his relationship with 



God, himself, and his family. 

How long is the sabbatical?
Pastor Ryan’s and Natalie’s sabbatical is for a period of six months effective January 15, 
2015.  

Who does the pastor’s job while he is away?
We are privileged to have the Pastor Marlando Jordan providing Sr. Pastoral services in 
addition to his executive administrative role during this time. Alongside him, Pastor 
Megan Jordan will be taking over as Women’s Pastor in place of Natalie. Both Pastors 
Marlando and Megan are fully qualified, having served at Word of Faith Center both 
under Pastor Ryan and also under Pastor Doug Graves, the founder of Word of Faith 
Center. Pastor Marlando is licensed and ordained through Christian Faith Center/VMF 
and have the entire support of the leadership team, eldership and pastoral counsel. 

Will Pastors Ryan and Natalie still be available?
No. Sabbatical time is a release from all responsibilities, particularly the care of the 
congregation. If the pastor maintains contact with members of the congregation, he will 
naturally be involved in ministry and will not get the rest he needs. With that in mind, it is 
important that he not be contacted either by email or phone during this time.

What will our pastor be doing with his sabbatical?
Pastor Ryan and Natalie plan a combination of travel, play, retreat and rest, both alone 
and with his family and friends. They will be on an extended leave from the Tri-Cities 
based upon their needs and planning. 

Will any activities be happening at Word of Faith Center during this time?
Yes! Word of Faith Center is God’s church and Pastors Marlando and Megan will 
continue to lead and operate the church with our Vision. There are classes, connect 
groups, celebrations, conferences and all of church life happening. We at Word of Faith 
Center DO LIFE TOGETHER!

What is my role in all this?
The church continues its mission and ministries without pause, as it has since 1981. Your 
role will be:

• Continue to meet for worship;
• Continue to meet for connect;
• Continue giving your time, talent and treasure to the ministries of Jesus Christ that 

we are blessed to carry out;
• Pray for Pastors Ryan and Natalie and their family
• Pray for Pastors Marlando and Megan as they lead our church;
• Continue with our mission:

MAKING DISCIPLES AND DEVELOPING LEADERS




