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WORSHIP ON THE
MOUNTAIN
at Tussey in Boalsburg
- Rain or Shine • Outdoor Worship Service

on the patio behind the ski lodge at 11 a.m.
• Congregational Picnic: We provide the main course; everyone
is asked to provide a side dish to share. Our set-up and clean-up
teams are looking for volunteers. Contact Joyce Arbutina (joycearb@
comcast.net) if you can help.
• Activities for children, youth, and adults of all ages beginning at
1 p.m. See page 17 for more information.

Mental Health Matters: Opening Minds. Saving Lives
By David Pencek, Communications Specialist, Jana Marie Foundation

This spring, Grace Lutheran Church was one of just 25 congregations in
the ELCA to receive a $10,000 grant to support programs concerning mental health. The National Alliance for Mental Illness, Pathways to Promise,
and Suicide Prevention Ministry partnered with the ELCA to provide
funds to synods, congregations, and their affiliates in developing a threeto six-month mental health ministry plan.
Grace Lutheran is working with the Jana Marie Foundation to present a
variety of programs over the next several months
that will focus on youth depression, anxiety, and
suicide prevention.
The foundation, located in State College and
formed in 2012, is dedicated to Jana Marie Vicere,
who in 2011 lost her battle to depression and died
by suicide at the age of 30. She spent much of her
life helping others and loved creative expression
and the arts.
The foundation devotes its time to “opening minds and saving lives”
through educational programming and community mobilization to empower young people in the Centre County region.
The programs at Grace began in August with high school students going
through Question, Persuade, Refer (QPR) Suicide Prevention training,
which helps prevent suicide. The schedule for upcoming events at Grace is
listed on page 4.
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Pilgrimage

Many of you have heard me speak
joyfully about my 2017 trip to the
Holy Lands. It transformed my
understanding of Jesus and the
Bible by making that old familiar
story come alive in vibrant, new
ways. Even before I was back home
in Pennsylvania, I knew I needed
to share this experience with my
Grace family.
Accordingly, I am helping lead a
trip to Israel June 19-28, 2020. It
will be organized by the same team
that introduced me to the Holy
Lands, and I think it will be an
unforgettable experience. We will
see all of the important sites, like
the places where Jesus was born,
crucified, and resurrected. We’ll
walk the old streets of Jerusalem,
touch the River Jordan at the place
Jesus was baptized, and sail the Sea
of Galilee. We’re even going to try
to have a little communion service
on the Mount of the Beatitudes.
But in addition, I’ve designed our
trip so that we will take time to
connect ourselves with the Palestinian Christian community, who
have been “the Church” on this
sacred land for 2,000 years. This
will include some extra special
time to build relationships with
our Palestinian Lutheran siblings,
including the Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Jordan
and the Holy Lands and the famed
Lutheran Christmas Church in
Bethlehem.

It was many years ago here at Grace
that Pastor Miller led a trip to the
Holy Lands. Folks still talk about
it today. It was very special for me
to be in this sacred place, but it will
be even more special to share the
experience with my Grace family.
For complete details on the trip and
pricing, which includes all airfare,
lodging, meals, and in-country
transportation (complete with local, theologically-trained guides),
go to this link: https://tinyurl.com/
GLCHolyLandTour.
As theologian Macrina Wiederkehr
wrote, “A pilgrimage is a ritual
journey with a hallowed purpose…
[It] is not a vacation; it is a transformational journey during which
significant change takes place. New
insights are given. Deeper understanding is attained…On return
from the pilgrimage, life is seen
with different eyes. Nothing will
ever be quite the same again.” I
hope you can be part of this. Please
let me know if you have any questions.

Upcoming Events

We have a number of exciting
events coming up at Grace that I
don’t want you to miss:
• September 8: Worship at the
Mountain
• September 11: Super
Wednesday returns
• September 15: God’s Work,
Our Hands service project at
The Oaks
• October 6: New Member
Sunday and a special Blessing
of Animals service
Further details about these events
can be found elsewhere in this issue
of Grace Notes.
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Finally

I hope you had a restful and fulfilling summer. School is back in
session, we are blessed to have new
and returning Penn State students
among us at worship, and lots of
exciting activities are kicking off as
a new programming season begins
at Grace. It is a vibrant and busy
place! But we like to think it is
also a very personal and relational
place, too. Regardless how big or
busy Grace seems, never forget that
YOU matter, both to Jesus and to
your Grace family. There is always
a place for YOU at Grace.
Pastor Schul

Sunday, October 6
Have you found a faith home
at Grace? Is Jesus drawing you
into a deeper relationship as
part of the Grace family? If so,
we encourage you to consider
becoming a member. We will be
receiving new members at our
10:30 service on Sunday, October
6. The process for joining is
simple: just contact Pastor Schul
or Pastor Hetrick to set up an
appointment to share more about
your faith journey and to learn
about all that Grace has to offer.
Contact the church office at 2382478 or email either
pastorschul@glcpa.org or
pastorhetrick@glcpa.org.

Preparing our Hearts and Minds for Worship
Sunday

First Reading

Psalm

Second Reading

Holy Gospel

September 1
12th Sunday after
Pentecost

Proverbs 25:6-7

Psalm 112

Hebrews 13:1-6

Luke 14:1, 7-14

September 8
13th Sunday after
Pentecost

Deuteronomy
30:15-20

Psalm 1

Philemon 1-21

Luke 14:25-33

September 15
14th Sunday after
Pentecost

Exodus 32:7-14

Psalm 51:1-10

1 Timothy 1:12-17

Luke 15:1-10

September 22
15th Sunday after
Pentecost

Amos 8:4-7

Psalm 113

1 Timothy 2:1-7

Luke 16:1-13

September 29
Festival of Michael
and All Angels

Daniel 10:10-14;
12:1-3

Psalm 103:1-5,
20-22

Revelation 12:7-12

Luke 10:17-20

Blessing of Pets
and Their People

On October 6 at 3 p.m., Grace will
hold a “Blessing of Pets and Their
People” in the courtyard area (rain
location is the Miller Center). This halfhour special service commemorates
St. Francis of Assisi who was not only
a lover of animals, but was known to
even preach to the birds. This all-ages
event will include roles for kids to
participate. We’ll individually bless all animals present and give medals to
wear on a pet collar or to keep as a reminder God cares for all creatures.
There will also time for remembering departed animal companions with a
battery lighted candle, and pictures may be placed for the service. All animals who can be kept in your control are welcome, large or small! If you
have a pet who just doesn’t “do crowds,” no problem. Bring a picture, and
we will bless them from afar. Our offering will be a gathering of supplies
for Centre PAWS shelter, whose wish list includes the following:
• Canned dog and puppy food, Fromm® dry dog & puppy food, Plastic
squeaky toys,
• Large and XL Nylabones®, plain fat-free yogurt, low-fat cheese sticks
• Creamy peanut butter (xylitol-free)
• Pate-style canned cat and kitten food, Fromm® dry cat and kitten food
• Cat Pill Pockets®, Scoopable, unscented cat litter, cat beds, Stretch and
Scratchers®
• Stainless steel litter boxes (no plastic boxes), Snuggle Safe® heat disks,
baby wipes, Hartz® kitten bottles
• Trash bags - 13-, 33-, and 55-gallon sizes, Zip-loc bags - quart and gallon
sizes
• Paper towels, tissues, toilet paper, liquid dishwasher detergent, HE laundry
detergent, Clorox bleach, alcohol-based hand sanitizer, hand soap, white
copy paper,
• Gel air fresheners (no plugins), postage stamps
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Come join as we celebrate the gift
of our companions from God. This
is open to the entire community!

God’s Work, Our
Hands Sunday

Each year, we are encouraged
in the ELCA to spend some
time in visible service as the
church in the world on “God’s
Work, Our Hands Sunday.” This
year our Nittany Conference
congregations will be banding
together for an all-ages event on
September 15, 2019, at the Oaks
in Pleasant Gap at 2:30 p.m.
Our young ones will begin to
learn a song to share with residents followed by a craft time
with them. By 3:00 there will be
both outdoor cleanup work and
indoor serving for those who
work best indoors. Our time will
conclude at 4:30 p.m.
In order to create a unified appearance, please wear bright
yellow that day!

A Devotional from Luther: Trust that God
Hears our Prayers

This column encourages you to contemplate some of the devotional
writings of Martin Luther. The core of these musings come from an old
book that was passed down to me years ago entitled “Devotions and
Prayers of Martin Luther.” It was compiled and translated by Andrew
Kosten and published in 1956. Each devotional consists of a brief
scripture verse, followed by an explanation and prayer written by Luther. I update and modernize the language but otherwise “let Luther
be Luther.” I hope these thoughts give you peace and joy.
Pastor Schul

Mental Health Schedule

October 18: Mind Matters with
confirmation youth, 6:30-8 p.m.
This was designed to help 6th
through 12th grade students learn
how to navigate through tough
times and grow from their experiences. Through this interactive
course, students will learn to identify sources of stress and practice a
variety of techniques to help build
mindfulness, hardiness, and positive mindset.
November 23: Stompers Creation/
Program with synod youth, 1-4
p.m. The Stompers Project® by
Jana Marie Foundation is a unique
community project designed to
break down barriers and stomp out
the stigma that surrounds mental
and emotional health. Completed
Stomper Statue will be displayed at
churches/programs across the Allegheny Synod. Learn more at www.
stompersproject.org.

“O Lord, you will hear the desire of the meek; you will strengthen
their heart, you will incline your ear.” (Psalm 10:17) Lord, you are
so ready and willing to hear that before your people cry to you, you
have already discerned the desires of their hearts. The prophet Isaiah
touches upon the same truth, “And it shall come to pass, that before
they call, I will answer; and while they are yet speaking, I will hear.”
(Isa. 65:24)
These words not only command us to hope when we pray but encourage us to pray when we have no such desire. These words may not stir
the confident, satisfied soul but will sustain the soul that is burdened
and needy. These promises are above our understanding and feeling;
they must be spoken of and understood by faith alone. This psalm is
a true school of faith and of the spirit. Faith lives in trials and tribulations; the sharper these are, the more brightly faith shines.
Let us pray: Help us, O God, to receive the fulfillment of all our
requests. Let us not doubt that you have heard and will hear them; that
the answer is certain not negative or doubtful. So may we say cheerfully that the outcome is true and certain. Amen.
Martin Luther
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January 11: Mental Health First
Aid (for those working/living with
youth; open to public), 8:30 a.m.–
5:30 p.m. The course is appropriate
for anyone 18 years and older who
wants to learn how to help a person
who may be experiencing a mental
health related crisis or problem.
Topics covered include anxiety, depression, psychosis, and addictions.
March 22: QPR training for 18
years of age and older, 9-10:30 a.m.
(during adult Sunday School; open
to public). QPR training for middle
school students, 1-2:30 p.m. (confirmation participants).
Also, a Mental Health First Aid will
be held in Nov. 2019 or Jan. 2020
at a church in Blair County. More
details to come.
For more information about the
Jana Marie Foundation or to
register for an upcoming course,
visit janamariefoundation.org or email
info@janamariefoundation.org.

Being “Happy and Holy”

As some of you may know, this 55-year-old me has embraced yoga for
its restorative and strengthening purposes, but also for its centering and
grounding. One thing I enjoy about my yoga classes is that they are for
EVERY body. If you need to modify how you engage something, this is
no lesser or no better. It is simply the same pose, done differently. “Take
what you need,” our instructor gently reminds. Another thing I enjoy is
how I meet God on my yoga mat. In fact, this is a great conversation with
people across faith traditions and people of no particular faith. I sometimes
feel my body experience is not a whole lot different than confession at the
beginning--all those limitations can creep up. And yet also, it is forgiveness and grace. When I meet God there, I experience being happy and
being holy and being connected to my Creator.
It is perhaps easy to imagine being happy. But have you ever imagined
that you are holy? God is holy, Jesus is holy, the Spirit is holy, but can we
see ourselves also as holy? “Sometimes in an attempt to wrap our minds
around certain concepts we engage in an either/or narrative: we or they, in
or out, happy or holy. But these are false dichotomies. Richard Rohr refers
to this kind of thinking as ‘dualistic’ thinking. In Jesus’ language there is
no ‘or’; there is only love. When we are able to look through the lens of
love we see no other possible scenario: all are truly welcome, and holiness
naturally follows…” (from Yogadevotion, Practicing in the Presence, by
Cindy Senarighi and Heidi Green). The interconnectedness between happiness and holiness is a faith practice both on my yoga mat and beyond.
Ironically, it all starts with breath. Being focused upon simply being present and breathing, I remember it was God who breathes life into creation
in Genesis and breathes the Holy Spirit into us. That breath expands my
capacity. The capacity for happiness and holiness is freely breathed into
us. When we connect with the Holy Spirit, and the love so freely given to
us in Christ, and share this love, we have the power to change the narratives that seek to divide. Romans 12:10-13 says, “Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal,
but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient
in affliction, faithful in prayer. Share with the Lord’s people who are in
need. Practice hospitality.” You might think it is surely easier to adopt this
posture in a quiet yoga studio than in the bustle of the “real world” and its
demands. I believe this, too, is a false dualism. God always gives us what
we need to choose another way. When we regularly ground ourselves in
God’s word, and, in focusing upon that breath, acknowledging our limitations and receiving grace, it can continually empower us to see others with
love and holiness. Never underestimate the power of this devotion.
Here’s a practice for every BODY - Sit in a chair, feet grounded. Rest
your forearms on your legs with your hands turned up. Close your eyes
and inhale deeply while saying “I AM” and slowly exhale while saying
“LOVED.” Try to make each breath a little deeper, and do this three times
(for the Trinity). Gently open your eyes, pausing before standing. Pair this
with a devotion from your favorite resource or Word in Season, and you
have indeed connected in happiness and holiness with the Divine.
~ Pastor Hetrick
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Super Wednesday
for everyone begins
September 11
•
•
•
•
•

11 a.m. -- Adult Bible study,
Fireside
5:00-5:30 p.m. -- Angel Choir &
Sing and Ring
5:30-6:15 p.m. -- Supper in
Harkins Hall
6:15-7:15 p.m. -- Adult Bible
study, Fireside
6:15-7:15 p.m. -- Kids
Club, Miller Center gym or
playground, and Nursery care

Pastor Schul will kick off the season
of Adult Bible Study with several
sessions on the Beatitudes. More
information is on page 7.

DID YOU KNOW…

{

... Happy Valley Hikers is on
Hiatus in September due to the
home football schedule and Pastor
Hetrick’s vacation? Our next two
hiking days will be October 26 and
November 9. After that we will be
on a break until spring.

{

... that once again we need your
help to create Christmas Cards
for Inmates in October? Cards will
be due early in November, so stay
tuned for details about card-making
opportunities to come.

{

... that you can help the
preschool with funds by signing up
for A+ School Rewards through
GIANT? See information and
instructions on page 9.

Grace Adds Three Musicians
to Organ/Piano Team

Children’s Choirs start
Wednesday, Sept. 11

If you have children aged 3 through
fifth grade who enjoy singing,
Super Wednesdays are a convenient
way to involve them in the musical
life of our church. Children ages 3
through kindergarten sing simple
songs and engage in activities
that are fun, build fellowship, and
reinforce a sense of Christian community. Kimi Waite and Kathleen
Arrington lead the group from 5
until 5:30 p.m. in room 203.
Sarah Rodgers and Anna Carol
Buffington
lead Sing
‘n Ring for
children in
kindergarten
through grade
5 in the adult
choir room
(next to Harkins Hall) from 5:00 until 5:45 (our
weekly fellowship meal starts just
as choir ends). They prepare songs
for worship and sung table prayers
as well as learning the basics of
rhythm, ringing, and the rudiments
of music through interactive and
fun games. (Both choirs sing occasionally for 10:30 worship services.
Kindergarten children can choose
either choir.)
September is a great time to try
something new. All are welcome;
please join us!

We are pleased to share that three new organists/
pianists will join our long-term organists/pianists,
June Miller and Pat Lloyd, leading our congregation in
worship.
• Ryan Ditmer is known to many in our church, as he has supplemented our hand bell choir as well as playing and singing in our
ecumenical choir. Ryan plays locally at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, St. John’s UCC in Boalsburg, and Trinity Lutheran in
State College.
• Christine Wilhelm (Chris) is a long-term organist who currently
plays for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Reedsville and Holy
Communion Church in Yeagertown.
• Adam Smith is a pianist who recently completed his Ph.D. in Fine
Arts in Lubbock, Texas, and has extensive background as a performer, accompanist, and church musician. He will play for some
of our mid-week daytime and evening services.
We are blessed to have these wonderful musicians on our team—supplemented by Koya Ohmoto and Laura Pauley, who graciously share their
talents with us when we need additional accompanists from time to time.
Please join us in welcoming them and expressing your gratitude!

The Orpheus Singers will begin their 2019-2020 concert season
with a short and informal performance on Sunday, September 22 at 1:00
p.m. in the Grace Lutheran Sanctuary. This ensemble was established
in 2012 and consists of community members and college students. They
have performed works including Puccini’s La Boheme with the Penn State
School of Music and the Center for Performing Arts, as well as Handel’s
Messiah with the Pennsylvania Centre Orchestra. This particular concert
will consist of works by Tallis, Vaughan Williams, Poulenc, and more.
Please join us as the Orpheus Singers begin their concert season here at
Grace. The concert is free to the public and optional goodwill offerings to
help fund the choir are always appreciated.

ring praises to our Lord!
The Bells of Grace handbell choir is seeking two ringers—teens, college students, or adults—to complete our roster for the fall 2019 season
of ringing. We rehearse in the sanctuary on Sundays, following the 10:30
a.m. worship service. Requirements: Ability to read music--and a sense of
humor helps.
Our first rehearsal this fall will be Sunday, Sept. 15 in the sanctuary at
11:45 a.m. Come join us as we ring praises to the Lord! Contact Anna
Carol Buffington, Director of the Bells of Grace, at 814-531-4242 or
acbuffington@yahoo.com.
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ADULT CHOIR

Fall is rapidly approaching and with the start of a
new school year comes another chance for you to
join the Grace Lutheran Church adult choir!
If you like to sing, read music fairly well and are
high school aged or older, NOW is the time for
you to join the talented, fun-loving folks in the adult choir!
Rehearsals are Wednesday nights from 7:30-9:00 p.m. in
the sanctuary, and 10:00 a.m. Sunday mornings in the choir
room. Although a semester commitment to the ensemble is preferred,
if you can make the Wednesday night and Sunday morning rehearsal,
we’d love to have you join us, even if it’s only for a week or two.
Rehearsals will begin on Wednesday, September 4th, and we will be
singing at the 10:30 worship service beginning on Sunday, September 15th.
Please contact Nathan Glocke at nathanglocke@gmail.com if you’re
interested or have any questions. It would be GREAT to have you with
us...give it a try! ~ Nathan

Super Wednesday
Adult Education in
September:
The Beatitudes

Super Wednesday adult education kicks off with a study of a
brief but profoundly important
passage of the Bible, the Beatitudes, as recorded in Matthew’s
Gospel (Matt. 5:1-12). What do
the Beatitudes mean? To what
do they point? And how do they
help us to understand Jesus and
ourselves? Pastor Schul will be
exploring these questions in a
six-session course that includes
a lively text study and even a
few thought-provoking paintings
from Vincent Van Gogh.

MINI-SERIES ON COMPOSERS OF CHURCH
MUSIC - Marty Haugen: Gathering Us In

This September—a time of change as many of us return from summer vacations, return to familiar workplaces and friends, and assume the rhythms
of fall—contemporary Lutheran composer Marty Haugen will greet us at
the doorstep to “gather us in” with his music.
Born in 1950 in Minnesota, Marty Haugen was raised Lutheran and
received his first college degree from Luther College, where he studied
psychology before pursuing an advanced degree in pastoral studies. Hallmarks of his music are buoyant lines that are easy to learn and sing, as we
will recall when we sing “Gather Us In” as our opening hymn on the first
of September. Two weeks later, when our choir returns, our liturgical music will return to Setting Two, which received a wonderful response when
we used it in worship for the first time last year.
Marty composed and arranged thirteen hymns in our Evangelical Lutheran
Worship. Some are original texts; others newly composed tunes; and, in
some cases, both. The most familiar are “Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory”
(one of Pastor Schul’s favorites), “All Are Welcome,” and the jubilant advent carol, “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn.” Some of his works
also appear in our blue hymnal, With One Voice. Haugen is known to millions worldwide through his Holden Evening Prayer as well as numerous
masses, psalm settings and songs, some of which he has recorded on CDs.
Just as Martin Luther brought the word of God to the people through
hymns that told the stories of scripture, Marty Haugen uses his pastoral
voice to meet people where they are and shepherd them forward. As we
settle into new and/or familiar fall rhythms, Marty will help to gather us
into the sanctuary at Grace, joyfully worshipping our Lord and savior –
together. Halleluia!
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The first three sessions will be
held on Wednesday, September
11, 18, and 25. Once again the
class will be offered at both 11
a.m. and 6:15 p.m. (following the
Super Wednesday meal) in the
Fireside Room.
Even if you cannot attend every
session, come as often as you
can.
All are welcome!

ADULT AND YOUNG ADULT EDUCATION

Questions, Not Answers
After taking a break for a few
months, QNA - Questions, Not
Answers, one of Grace’s small
groups, will be resuming monthly
meetings. The first meeting will
be Sunday, September 8 at 7 p.m.
in Grace’s Library. Meetings are
planned monthly at 7 p.m. on the
second Sunday of the month.

September 15
1 Timothy 1:12-17
September 22
1 Timothy 2:1-7
September 29
1 Timothy 6:6-19
BEHIND THE LECTIONARY

Adult Forum will kick off the new school year with a new series, “Behind
the Lectionary.” Each Sunday we hear a set of texts read from the lectern,
but what is in those texts that we may not hear in a sermon? How might
those texts guide us on our walk each week? For September we will focus
on 1 Timothy, a letter from Paul directed to an individual rather than a
whole church. Join us for reading, study and conversation.

2018 Summer Health and
Wholeness Breaks

Congregational Care would like to thank
all of the speakers who participated in
this year’s Summer Health and Wholeness
Breaks, held every Sunday at 9:00 a.m. in Fireside. We would also like
to thank Don Burris who helped with publicity and Cindy Fritz who was
always available to help with technology. Finally, a sincere thank you
is extended to the Grace members who attended these special presentations.
Our speakers this year included Bob Byers, Kevin Bender, Cindy
Fritz, Peter Horn, Ed Jenkins, Alyson Hoegg, Erin Luley, Barbara
Vogler, Paul Mackes, Greg Ferro, and Centre Safe staff. These
individuals and groups gave of their time and expertise to educate us
and widen our world.
~ Thank you!
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If you previously participated in
QNA, we hope you will join us
again. If you haven’t participated
previously, newcomers are always
welcome. Each session typically
has a discussion topic, but if group
interests veer to another theme,
spontaneity is welcome. Sessions
are “stand alone,” so if it works in
your schedule to attend only on an
occasional basis, that is fine.
At the September 8 meeting we will
talk about what sort of questions
would be interesting to discuss:
questions about the Bible, social
issues, other faith traditions, whatever. Please come with your questions; be prepared to leave without
answers.

DID YOU KNOW…

{

... that in just one month of
usage, the new water bottle filling
stations in the upper and lower
commons have already saved the
equivalent of 647 plastic bottles?

Grace Membership
Directory

In anticipation of our new pictorial church directory this fall,
FREE digital photos of Grace
members (with a backdrop!) will
be taken by Grace member and
photographer, Bill Ammerman,
on

Sundays,
September 15
September 22
or
October 6
Between 8:30 a.m. and
12:30 p.m.
in Harkins Hall

Icon Painting Workshop Nov. 3-9, 2019,
at Bethany Retreat Center

Mary Kay Laplante will return to Bethany Retreat Center to share her
love of icons and the spirit-filled process by which they are created.
Come join us and spend a week immersed in prayer while you paint an
image of one of the most beloved Western saints: St. Francis of Assisi.
Mary Kay will lead the class in a step-by-step process using ancient
painting techniques and natural materials rich with symbolic
meaning. It will be a week of both inner spiritual work as well as an
awakening for most to a different kind of spiritual practice: prayer and
painting of a holy image.
Contact Mary Kay at mklaplante11@gmail.com for further information or
register at the Bethany website, www.bethanyretreatcenter.org or call 814263-4855.

Family photos are preferred.
You do NOT need to sign up.
Please also stop by the Welcome
Center to pick up a copy of a
form to update your family profile information, and return it as
soon as possible.

2019-2020

OUR SCHOOL Grace Lutheran Preschool & Kindergarten
OUR ID# 20787
A+ REWARDS PROGRAM RUNS 9/6/19 – 3/14/20

SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL IS EASY AS 1-2-3!

GET STARTED AT GIANTFOODSTORES.COM
IF YOU NEED ASSISTANCE CALL 1-888-814-4268 SELECT OPTION #1

Questions? Contact Sally KeiserBankert at sallykb@verizon.net or
814-571-3672. Thank you!

1) Register for an online account or sign in to an existing one

2) Access your account settings

»
3) Select your preferred school(s) to reward
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»

Green Tip for
September

Food waste is a huge problem in
our country. You and your family
can help reduce food waste by
some simple steps.
The Evangelical Lutheran Church held its Churchwide Assembly from
August 5-10 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Following is a summary, prepared
by Bishop James Hazelwood of the New England Synod, of the actions the
Assembly took. If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Schul or
Pastor Hetrick.
Our denomination, the ELCA, holds a churchwide assembly triennially to worship, vote on matters of governance and policy, and be church
together for the sake of the world. This past week’s churchwide assembly
was full of important votes and actions, including:

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton was reelected for a second six-year
term on the first ballot.
A declaration of apology to our siblings of African descent, which was
received by the African Descent Lutheran Association with thanks
and a call for accountability and living into the words shared.
Approved resolution declaring the ELCA is a “sanctuary church
body,” encouraging participation in the ELCA AMMPARO initiative
for migrant children, discernment of care for our immigrant neighbors in our context, and the promise of forthcoming resources for this
work.
Approved support for the World Council of Church’s Thursdays in
Black, awareness movement for a world without rape and violence.
Voted to commemorate June 17 as a day of repentance, in honor and
remembrance of the martyrdom of the Emanuel 9.
Approved a declaration for inter-religious commitment, reaffirming
ecumenical and interfaith partnerships.
Approved the recommendations from a strategic taskforce which has
been studying how to work toward authentic diversity in our church.
Approved memorials: affirming but not “endorsing” the Poor People’s
Campaign, care for immigrants and refugees, and other statements.
Adopted a new social statement, “Faith, Sexism, and Justice: a Lutheran Call to Action,” and its implementing resolutions.
Deacon Sue Rothmeyer was elected Churchwide Secretary, a fulltime position which acts as executive administrator and leader on all
constitutional matters and interpretation.
Constitutional change for Deacons (rostered ministers of word and
service) to be ordained, from the previous practice of consecration.
Celebrated the milestones of 50 years of women’s ordination, 40 years
since the first woman of color was ordained, and 10 years since full
inclusion of LGBTQIA+ clergy.		
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There are lots of good ideas online. The EPA has some great
suggestions at https://www.epa.gov/

sustainable-management-food/foodtoo-good-waste-implementationguide-and-toolkit There are

also some good ideas from a
religious perspective at http://

foodwasteweekend.org/launch/ That

group is sponsoring a global
event for religious communities
September 6-8, 2019.

A few tips from those sites and
other Green Team members
include these:
• Carry some aluminum foil
(which can be wiped clean
after use and recycled) or small
reusable containers with you to
restaurants. If you can’t finish
your portion, pack it yourself.
Then you don’t need to ask
them for a container--that often
is Styrofoam.
• Remember that fruits and
vegetables are just as good
for you if they are misshapen.
Choose them when shopping.
Often they otherwise get
thrown out.
• Store fruits and vegetables
properly to avoid spoilage.
• Refrigerate apples, berries,
cherries, grapes, kiwi, citrus
and nearly all vegetables and
herbs.
• Refrigerate after first ripening
at room temperature: melons,
nectarines, peaches, plums,
avocados, pears and tomatoes.
• Store in a cool place: bananas,
mangos, pineapples.
• Store in a cool, dark place:
potatoes and onions.

SPECIAL EVENTS
The Opioid Crisis:
Seeking a Faithful Response
Gettysburg Campus of United Lutheran Seminary
November 8-9, 2019
Friday 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Event registration $75.00
Optional $10.00 on-campus lunch on Friday
The Opioid Epidemic is something that touches all of our ministries.
This Symposium will offer opportunity to learn about addiction, how to
be a pastoral presence for those experiencing addiction and their loved
ones. Opportunity for discussion around shared pastoral care and ministry programming planning will help shape ministry with those touched
by opioid addiction.
Presenters:
• Grace Member Jason Whitney, Program Coordinator and co-founder
of the Penn State Collegiate Recovery Community and an assistant
teaching professor in the College of Education.
• Angela Cook, a recovery advocate and speaker and Outreach Coordinator for Medard’s House, a faith-based Children’s Community Center
in New Cumberland.
• Dr. John Largen, Rev. Joel Richter, Dr. Bob Skelly, Dr. Patricia
Savage, Mrs. Barb Debski, Dr. Eric Crump, and Bishop Matthew
Riegel
Workshop Topics:
Pastoral Care, Social Ministry, and Theological Response.
For more information and registration, please go to these links:
Brochure: https://www.unitedlutheranseminary.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/
Opioid-Crisis-Seminar-Brochure.pdf

Registration Form: https://james1367.typeform.com/to/qTPDOk

the minimum required. She’d like
to raise $500 per floor, or a total of
$6,000.
The funds raised will
benefit Interfaith
Human Services.
They do much to help our neighbors
in need, including an emergency
fuel assistance program, free furniture, recycling programs, and other
financial assistance to low-income
residents of Centre County.
The Over the Edge rappelling
event will take place Thursday
October 17. You can come and
watch to provide moral support to
our Grace team, too. More information about the Over the Edge
fundraiser is available at https://give.
overtheedge.events/CentreCounty201
9?ref=ab_85f67XJo3Kl85f67XJo3Kl.

You can also see information and
some silly videos of our Grace team
at https://give.overtheedge.events/31

WD34?ref=ab_85f67XJo3Kl85f67XJ
o3Kl

Contributions can be made at the
above link. Cash or checks are also
acceptable. Checks can be made
out directly to Interfaith Human
Services or to Grace, noting “Over
the Edge” in the memo line. Pastor
Hetrick or Carla Rossi will happily
accept your financial support now
through the event date.

Over the Edge fundraiser

Did you know, for the second year, the Over the
Edge fundraiser is coming to State College and
for the second year, Grace is planning to have
a team participate? Currently our team consists
of Pastor Hetrick and Carla Rossi.
In order to have the privilege of rappelling off
the roof of the Fraser Center (12-story building) each team member must raise $1000. We
need your help to make that goal. Additionally,
Pastor Hetrick would like us to raise more than

to benefit
Out of the Cold
SEPTEMBER 15
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Finances for 2019
Actual Income vs
Expense
July 2019

Budgeted Income vs
Expense
July 2019

+ or (-)

%

Income

$54,834.46

$61,000.00

($6,165.54)

-10.11%

less than
budgeted
income

Expenses

$62,076.95

$66,740.08

($4,663.13)

-6.99%

less than
budgeted
expenses

Net Income

($7,242.49)

($5,740.08)

Building Campaign
Actual Receipts
this month
(donations)

Monthly Mortgage
obligation

Year-to-date
Receipts for the
building (donations)

Year-to-date
Mortgage
obligation

$9,108.03

$15,742.70

$9,108.03

$15,742.70

Due to summer vacation schedules, which resulted in seasonally lower attendance during July, giving was 10%
under budget, a $6,000 shortfall. We kept monthly expenses 7% below budget.
Building campaign contributions were under budget, but this follows historic patterns for giving in July. Again,
please prayerfully consider contributing toward the payoff of our mortgage so we can focus all of our contributions on providing meaningful ministry to people within our parish, our community, our Synod, and around the
world.
Vacations are an important time for rejuvenation, but the ministry of our church is never on vacation, so we humbly ask you to consider making up your contributions for weeks you were away. Automatic bank withdrawals are
the most convenient way to ensure your gifts keep the machine of ministry running smoothly. For information,
please contact Laurel Sanders, business manager, at lsanders@glcpa.org.

Council Highlights from August

Because of Grace’s team/coordinator structure, the Council is freed from
micromanaging the day-to-day business of the congregation and can
generally devote one-half of each meeting to a broader, “big picture”
discussion topic. Accordingly, at its August 2019 meeting, Grace’s Council
brainstormed about discussion topics for the 2019-2020 church year.
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State College Area CROP Hunger
Walk and Grace Lutheran Church

The Food Bank

The Food Bank of the State College Area, Inc. is always in need
of donations. The church collects
donations monthly in the church
narthex on the first Sunday of
each month at each worship
service. Cash/check donations,
grocery store gift cards, and
brown paper grocery bags are
always accepted.
• Laundry detergent
• Soup (Chunky, Progresso, etc.)
• Canned pears and pineapple
• Salt, pepper, and spices
• Tomato products (stewed,
paste, sauce, etc.)
• Canned pasta sauce and
Sloppy Joe sauce (Chef
Boyardee, Manwich, etc.)
• Cooking oil
• Canned chicken
• Canned carrots
• Canned beets
• Rice
PLEASE NOTE:
The Food Bank is not in need of
the following: Baby food, baby
formula, green beans, corn, or
protein beans.
Expired or opened food items
cannot be accepted. Please
check the expiration dates on
items before donating them.
The food donation guidelines
provide assistance in determining
what can be accepted: https://

What You Can Do To Help
* Volunteers are needed from 9/22 through 10/13
to staff CROP information table in the narthex.
Please consider volunteering for one or more
15-minute slots on Sundays from September 22
through October 13 to collect sign-ups, payments, and answer questions. (CROP Walk information will be provided.) To sign up to help
on a Sunday, please visit https://signup.com/go/inRvwVz or contact Leslie
Wagner at lwagner2007@gmail.com.
* Online registration and donations are preferred. The Grace Team
encourages supporting the Kistler Team. You may find this at
*
*
*

http://www.crophungerwalk.org/statecollegepa

Walker sheets will also be available each Sunday at the information
table located beginning September 22 and in the school church office
beginning the week of September 23.
Coin boxes will be made available in September to all Sunday School
classes and in the commons. Filled banks will be collected the first
Sunday in November. Your spare change helps overcome hunger.
Pray that we may glorify our Lord as we seek to feed the hungry and
minister to the poor.

Property and Grounds - A tribute to the keeper
of Grace’s Flower Beds

He was quiet and gentle, with a smile as wide as his sincerity and generosity. Even though he didn’t drive, he made sure that he attended church. His
love of music brought him to joining the church choir soon after he moved
here from Florida. And when standing on risers became more and more
difficult, you could find him faithfully singing in the pews. He enjoyed
opera, too, and it wasn’t unusual for his daughter from Philadelphia to
spend an afternoon with him at one of the local theatres.
His kind and loving heart was exemplified by his sending birthday cards
to the large church membership within his new church at Grace. His late
wife, whom he missed very much, had sent cards in their home church, so
he wanted to carry on this tradition in her honor.
You could see when he’d greet the children at
church that he was probably a very good father to
his own children. As he passed them through the
hallways at Grace, he’d say “Hello, children” as if
he were greeting his contemporary.
Did he ever love Super Wednesday! If this man
was gardening on a Wednesday morning at Grace,
he would remain throughout the afternoon into the
early evening, just so he wouldn’t miss this special
ministry with delicious food and the flurry of children. Every week without fail, he’d report what he
had eaten to at least one of his three children.
continued from page 14...

scfoodbank.org/donate/currentneeds-list
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...continued from page 13
And speaking of gardening... This
was his absolute passion, especially
flowers. When he wasn’t in church
singing or socializing at Super
Wednesday, you could find him
in one of the gardens: GRACE’S
garden--carefully digging and
planting, planning and transplanting the Pink Garden, the Perennial
Garden, the Collage Garden, the
White Garden, the Utility Garden,
the Cross Garden, the Children’s
Garden, the Sunken Garden, and
the Piazza. He had been known
to have taken detailed notes of the
various planting schedules and to
have cut out numerous pictures
from gardening magazines that
were filed and labeled for reference.
He even managed to tuck away the
landscaping maps that were used
for the building expansion. Amazingly, he could recite the Latin
names for every plant, and he knew
exactly how far to dig in the ground
for each planting!
And why did he do this labor of
love? As he told Pastor Schul one
day as he was gardening along
Garner Street, “The beauty of the
flowers is a way of sharing Jesus
with everyone who walks up and
down that sidewalk.” Can you guess
whom I’m talking about? Our very
own evangelist, Don Christian. We
miss you, Don.
If you’re
interested
in keeping
Don’s legacy
alive and
helping to
do what he
so lovingly
did, then be a gardener at Grace.
Please contact Leslie Wagner. No
experience necessary!
lwagner2007@gmail.com.

\Welcome Back!

Our prayers are with
you for a great year!
Lutheran Student
Community and Grace
Lutheran are eager to
support and care for you through the joys and challenges of your college
life! You are always welcome at worship, campus ministry events, and
everything Grace Lutheran offers. There are meals, study and discussion
options, service opportunities, music groups, and much more!
Lutheran Student Community and Lutheran Campus Ministry are here to
walk with you. And we really do mean it when we say, “Come as you are.”
If you aren’t on the LCM/LSC listserve, visit our website and sign
yourself up  lutheranpennstate.org. Also, like our Facebook page for
updates and reminders!

Weekly Events

• Sunday Morning Worship with Grace Lutheran Church 8 a.m., 9 a.m., or
10:30 a.m.
• Student Lunch after worship at Grace Lutheran Church 11:40-12:30 p.m.
• Sunday Evening Worship at Grace Lutheran Church 6:00–6:50 p.m.
• Sunday Dinner after worship 7–8 p.m. (including activity, discussion, or
guest topic each week); Green Team Dishwashing 8:00–8:30 p.m.
• Tuesday or Wednesday Pop Up Office Hours in the HUB, 11:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
• Thursday Evening Worship at Pasquerilla Spiritual Center, 6:00–6:45
p.m.; Thursday Dinner after Worship at 6:45–8:00 p.m.
In addition, you are welcome at any event or program offered by Grace
Lutheran, including
Super Wednesday Dinner at Grace 5:30 – 6:15 pm
Grace Choir Rehearsal at Grace Lutheran  7:30 – 9 pm
Worship at Tussey Mountain, 11 a.m. Sunday, September 8
Grace Picnic Lunch at Tussey Mountain, Sunday, September 9

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Welcome Back Event: What’s Your Word? On campus Friday,
August 30, 5-7 p.m.
Labor Day Picnic on Grace’s Porch – Monday, Sept. 2, 12:30-2 p.m.
Free Pizza Friday – Sept. 6 at Palmer Plaza 12:50 -1:30 p.m.
Game/Movie Night at Grace – Friday, Sept. 6, 7-10 p.m.
Grad Student Potluck – Saturday, Sept. 14 (location TBD), 6 -9 p.m.
God’s Work, Our Hands Service Event – Sunday, Sept. 15, 2:00-4:30 p.m.
“Harry Potter and the Sacred Texts at Penn State” Foster Auditorium Monday, Sept. 16, 7 p.m.
Service-Learning Trip to Washington, DC – October 11-13
Visit our Website for more info! lutheranpennstate.org
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Back to School for
Lutheran World Relief

On Sunday, September 11,
Women of Grace will host
Fill-A-Backpack for Lutheran
World Relief. Thanks to a
Thrivent Financial Action
Team Grant, Women of Grace
purchased enough school supplies
to fill 42 backpacks!
How can you help?
1. Sew a backpack with a
backpack kit available in the
Commons Area and drop it
off in the Comfort Makers
basket located there.
2. Make (or buy) a drawstring
backpack and bring it to at the
event.
3. Come and help fill a
backpack. The event will be
located in Harkins Hall after
all services and during coffee
hour.
All are welcome!
Imagine having to choose between a meal or purchasing a
notebook.
LWR kits are sent to places where
even the few required school supplies may be more than a family
can afford. Pencils and paper
and your support can help write
a positive future for children all
over the world.

Women of Grace

The “Women of Grace” is a unit of the Women of the Allegheny Synodical
Women’s Organization (ASWO) of the ELCA. Programs are included that will
help women grow spiritually, to enhance relationships and give opportunities
for service in our congregation and throughout the world. If you are a member
of Grace and interested in what the groups have to offer, please come to any of
the following meetings or contact the person in charge.

Women of Grace Schedule
Naomi Circle - First Tuesday at 1 p.m. in the Stinson Library
Contact Person: Carolyn Fishburn (cxf1@ppsu.edu)
September 3 - Hostess - TBD
		
Program - Diane Kulp WE WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
Sisters of Grace - Second Monday at 7 p.m. in Fireside
Contact Person: Bonnie Burris (bonnieburris@comcast.net)
September 9 - Program - TBD
Comfort Makers (Sewing Group) - Second and fourth Tuesday at 9 a.m. in
the Stinson Library
Contact Person: Yvonne Koths (ygk1951@gmail.com)
September 10 and 24
Knit Wits (Knitting and Crocheting group) - Second Thursday at 10 a.m. in
the Stinson Library Contact Person: Cindy Tibbott (ctibbott1@verizon.net)
September 12
Garden of Readin’ (Women’s Book Club) - Third Tuesday at 10:30 a.m. in
the Stinson Library or 6 p.m. in Fireside. The September selection is The
No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency by Alexander McCall Smith. This is the
selection of Lois Lynn and she will be facilitating the discussions.
Contact Person: Lois Lynn (loissteve@comcast.net)
September 17
Board Meeting - at 7 p.m. in Fireside when needed.
Contact Person: Susan Ferro (ferro71@comcast.net)

Allegheny Synodical Women’s Organization
Presents Day of Renewal –
Refresh, Relax, Recharge
The Day of Renewal will be on Saturday, September 28, 2019 at the
Altoona Grand Hotel on Plank Road. Scheduled sessions will include
four breakout sessions to help you renew your body, mind, and spiritual
life, and activities may include massage, crafts, exercise, make-up,
and fashion. Our keynote speaker, Pastor Susan Winger, will speak on
Spiritual Refreshment. The Day of Renewal will begin at 9:00 a.m. and
goes to 3:00 p.m. Deadline for registration is September 7, 2019. A
noon meal will be included. Registration forms are located in the church
office; the cost is $8.00, dress is casual. For more information contact
Susan Ferro, at 814-237-8756 or ferro71@comcast.net.
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Faith Formation Ministries

AUGUST
Saturday, August 31
7:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. -Car Parking Fundraiser
SEPTEMBER CALENDAR
Saturday, September 7
7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. -Car Parking Fundraiser
Sunday, September 8
11:00 a.m. -- Tussey Mountain
Outdoor Worship Service at
Tussey Mountain, Boalsburg
1:00-3:00 p.m. -- Tussey
Mountain Activities
Wednesday, September 11
Super Wednesday Begins
5:30 p.m. -- Meal, Harkins Hall
6:15 – 7:15 p.m. -- Super
Wednesday Kids Club &
Re:formers, Miller Center
Saturday, September 14
8:00-11:00 a.m. -Car Parking Fundraiser
Sunday, September 15
9-10 a.m. -- First day of Sunday
School
9-10 a.m. -- Middle & High
School LWR School Kits,
Harkins Hall
10:30 a.m. Worship Service -Bible Milestone for 2nd and 6th
Graders
2:30-4:30 p.m. -- God’s Work,
Our Hands Synod Cross+Gen
volunteer service at The Oaks
at Pleasant Gap
Wednesday, September 18
6:15-7:15 p.m. -- Kids Club and
Re:formers Miller Center
Sunday, September 22
10:00 a.m.--Munchkin Brunchkin,
Miller Center

12-2 p.m. -- Confirmation,
Harkins Hall
Wednesday, September 25
6:15-7:15 p.m. -- Kids Club &
Re:formers, Miller Center
Sunday, September 29
6-8 p.m. -- High School Youth
Group, Miller Center

High School Youth

This year’s youth group and high
school Sunday School will continue
to gather for times of fellowship,
study, and service.
Our first Sunday School class will
be on September 15 at 9:00 a.m..
Please meet Peter and Cindy in Harkins Hall; we will help the Women
of Grace pack school backpacks for
Lutheran World Relief.

Youth Group will meet on Sunday, September 29 at 6:00 p.m. in the
Youth Room.

Welcome Back to Sunday School

Sunday School will begin on Sunday, September 15, 9-10 a.m. for
all ages starting with age 3. We hope that you will bring your children
to class as we help you to form a faith relationship with your family,
church, and Jesus. This year we will provide opportunities for cross+gen
Sunday School, attending church as a group, as well as the traditional
classroom setting.

Classroom Assignments
•
•
•
•
•

Ages 3 & 4 and Kindergarten -- Room 200
Grades 1 & 2 -- Room 103
Grades 3, 4 & 5 -- Room 105
Middle School Youth will meet in the Miller
Center Youth Room
High School Youth will meet in the Narthex
and then walk to Starbucks for java, juice, and Jesus discussions.

Teachers are needed for every class group. There are always two
adults per classroom, one lead teacher and one helper. Using Sign-Up
Genius allows you to sign up for the dates that best meet your schedule.
Pennsylvania Law requires all volunteers to have background checks
and child abuse clearances. Please consider helping with your son or
daughter’s class or any class you prefer. For more information, please
contact Cindy Fritz and Peter Horn at faithformation@glcpa.org.

God’s Work, Our Hands

Each year the ELCA selects a day that all ELCA Lutherans across the
United States and Caribbean will volunteer at various service projects:
God’s Work, Our Hands. This year Grace Lutheran is joining forces with
our brothers and sisters in the Nittany Conference of the Allegheny Synod
on Sunday, September 15. We will meet at The Oaks in Pleasant Gap at
2:30 p.m.; there is something for everyone to do! Contact Peter and Cindy
for more information.
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OCTOBER PREVIEW
Wednesday, October 2
6:15-7:15 p.m. -- Kids Club &
Re:formers, Miller Center
Saturday, October 5
8:00-11:00 a.m. -Car Parking Fundraiser
game time TBA
Sunday, October 6
9-10 a.m. -- Cross+Gen Sunday
School in Harkins Hall
9-10 a.m. -- Sunday School 		
Fall Fest
Wednesday, October 9
6:15-7:15 p.m. -- Kids Club &
Re:formers, Miller Center
Sunday, October 13
9-10 a.m. -- Cross+Gen Sunday
School in Harkins Hall
Wednesday, October 16
6:15-7:15 p.m. -- Kids Club &
Re:formers, Miller Center
Fri. & Sat. October 18-19
6 p.m.-8 a.m. -- Confirmation 		
		
Lock-In
Saturday, October 19
8:00-? -- Car Parking
Fundraiser - game time TBA
Sunday, October 20
9-10 a.m. -- Cross+Gen Sunday
School in Harkins Hall
10-11 a.m. -- Munchkin
Brunchkin, Miller Center
Wednesday, October 23
6:15-7:15 p.m. -- Holy
Communion Instruction (Class
#1 of 2), Library
6:15-7:15 p.m. -- Kids Club &
Re:formers, Miller Center
Sunday, October 27
9-10 a.m. -- Reformation
Sunday School Activities
Wednesday, October 30

6:15-7:15 p.m. -- Holy
Communion Instruction (Class
#2 of 2), Library
Kids Club & Re:formers
6:15-7:15 p.m. -- Kids Club &
Re:formers, Miller Center

Fun at the Mountain:
Family Event Kick-Off

Backpack Blessing

Did you miss the back-to-school
backpack blessing? Stop by the
Youth Welcome Table to pick up
a Peace backpack tag. May you
and your backpack be blessed with
a reminder
that you are
surrounded by
the peace of
God.

The fun at Tussey Mountain is on!
Our outdoor service at Tussey Mountain will be held on SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 AT 11:00 A.M. in the same location as last year – the Patio
behind the ski lodge. Not only does this setting provide a beautiful place
for worship, but it is also a great time to connect with your Grace family.

Following worship, beginning at 1:00 p.m., there will be a wide variety of
activities for children, youth, and adults of all ages. For no-cost, there will
be...
• fishing (bring your poles and bait)
• horseshoes
• paddle-boats
• sand volleyball
At a cost, not to exceed $40 per family or				
$10 per person, you can enjoy...
• the par-three golf course
• mini-golf
• batting cages
• driving range
• the skate park (bring your skateboard, skates or bike)
As always, if cost is an issue, please see Cindy Fritz, Peter Horn or any of
the Pastoral staff. We can’t wait to see you for fun and fellowship on the
mountain! Attention Middle and High School Youth: we want to see you;
please come out and say “hi” to Peter and Cindy!

Mustard Seed Ministry -- Munchkin Brunchkin

Have you attended Muchkin Brunchkin? Our Mustard Seed Ministry
targets families with children birth through age 3, but all members of the
family are invited to join in the fun. This is a family sharing time. On the
third Sunday of each month, meet us in the Miller Center at 10:00 a.m.
The goal is an intentional time for parents to gather, have a family Bible
study time using the Frolic First Bible, and have playtime for children as
well as coffee and snacks for adults. Our first date is Sunday, September
22 at 10:00 a.m. in the Miller Center. Please come. Let’s grow our faith
together. Munchkin Brunchkin Dates:
• September 22 • January 19
• May 17
• October 20		
• February 16
• November 17		
• March 15
• December 15 • April 19

17

Faith Formation Ministries
Confirmation Classes Begin

Mark your calendar
for the 2019-2020 school year!
September 22, 12:00-2:00 p.m.
October 18-19, Lock-In,
Friday 6 p.m.-Saturday 8 a.m.
November 22-24, Allegheny Synod Youth Event
December 8, 12:00-2:00 p.m., Out of the Cold service project
January 12, 12:00-2:00 p.m.
February 16, 12-2:00 p.m.
March 22, 12:00-2:00 p.m.
April 19, 12:00-2:00 p.m.
May 17, 12:00-2:00 p.m.
May 29, Rehearsal for Affirmation of Baptism
May 31, Affirmation of Baptism at 10:30 a.m. worship service
If you were unable to attend the August meeting or you want your youth
to attend confirmation but haven’t heard from us, please send us an email
faithformation@glcpa.org

Lunch is provided at the start of class (noon). Youth should bring their
Connect Bible, notebook, and a pencil. PARENTS! Help is needed with
lunch and small group leaders. Check your email for Sign-up Genius to
get involved. Confirmation is one more way that you share your faith with
your child.

Mentors

Crossfire Youth Choir
Starts Sunday,
September 15

Calling all t(w)eens, come sing
with your peers! If you are in
grades 6-12 and enjoy singing,
join your church friends and
make music together! There are
about 20 of us, and we practice
on Sunday mornings from 10:0010:30 during coffee hour, right
after Sunday School, ending just
in time for 10:30 a.m. worship.

•
•

•

This year we will sing on
several Sundays including
Reformation Sunday
Share songs at our
Scandinavian-themed
AdventFest and an Advent
Lessons and Carols service
Provide musical leadership
for Youth Sunday and other
services, and we’ll learn
traditional and modern music

Students who enjoy singing in
smaller groups will also have
opportunities; individual coaching is available on request to help
them develop their musical skills.
There are no auditions; all are
welcome.

This year, as part of confirmation, we will be introducing mentors. Cindy and Peter will work with the
confirmands through this process. Having a mentor
provides a good example of real life faith, with is
struggles and blessings. With this in mind, we believe mentors will enrich the confirmation program.
Contact Cindy and Peter (faithformation@glcpa.org)
if you have questions or would like to be a mentor!

Share your unique God-given
voice and put some extra “God
sparkle” into our worship and
parish life!

Milestone Ministry 2nd & 6th Graders to receive
Bibles

If you have a second or a sixth grader, mark
your calendar. We will celebrate a Bible Milestone during the 10:30 a.m. worship service
on Sunday, September 15. Sixth-grade youth
will use this Bible for Confirmation class. If
you are in need of a Bible, please come forward
on that day to receive an appropriate-age Bible. If you are unable to attend
that day, contact Cindy Fritz and Peter Horn at faithformation@glcpa.org to
make sure we set one aside for you.
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Contact Laurel Sanders, director,
at lsanders@glcpa.org with questions or just show up on a Sunday
morning at 10:00 in room 203!

New York City Mission Trip Christmas-at-Sea

As a follow-up to our New York City mission trip, we are supporting the
Seafarers International House holiday initiative: Christmas-at-Sea. The
port chaplains bring satchels filled with gifts to the ships for the holiday.
Every crew member on a ship, regardless of their faith or nationality,
receives a satchel.

Jana Marie Foundation,
Mental Health, Grace
Lutheran Youth

As published on the cover of Grace
Notes, Grace Lutheran was a recipient of a $10,000.00 mental health
grant from our national church, the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America. Grace Lutheran reached
out to the Jana Marie Foundation to
help implement programs focused
on youth depression, anxiety, and
suicide prevention. The overall goal
is to provide tools for youth and
adults working with youth regarding how to recognize and prevent
suicide. Please check Grace Notes,
e-notes, email, and the bulletin for
times and locations of training opportunities.

High School
Mission Trip

Our role is to fill each bag with the following:
• One sweatshirt, hooded or un-hooded
• Three pairs of socks
• One T-shirt
• One knitted winter cap (matching scarf
optional)
• One can of nuts or large bar of chocolate
• A holiday or Christmas Card
How can you help support this project?
1. Make a cash donation to help purchase items or donate new items
that we will collect. Donations can be made with Seafarers in the
memo line.
2. A donation basket will be in the upper commons by midSeptember.
3. Volunteer to put a full bag together.
Thank you for helping us continue our support of this Lutheran mission.

Car Parking -- Penn State home football games

signal the return of car parking. Car parking is the
primary fundraiser for youth to earn money needed for
the ELCA Youth Gathering and high school mission
trips. The 2021 Youth Gathering will be held in
Minneapolis, MN, June 29th – July 3rd. It is possible
to pay for the entire trip by parking cars!

Allegheny Synod
To the Beach!
Rising ninth – twelfth graders,
mark your calendar for our
Beach Mission trip. In addition to
beach time and fellowship, plans
include service to the community.
Please contact Cindy Fritz and
Peter Horn if you are interested
in attending:
faithformation@glcpa.org

More details will be forthcoming.

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God’s work. Our hands.

Synod Youth Event -- November 22-24, 2019

On the weekend of November 22-24, Grace Lutheran will host the reboot
of the Synod Youth Event. Youth from the synod (Somerset, Johnstown,
Bedford, Altoona, Hollidaysburg, and State College) will come to Grace
for a weekend of fellowship, service, and worship.
This weekend will be for middle school and high school youth.
For this event, we will stay at the Days Inn downtown and spend time
forming community. We will be asking for all of the youth who commit to
the weekend to stay at the Days Inn with the synod group even if they live
only a few miles away. This helps create community; any leaving hurts
that important aspect of the weekend. We will be asking also for sign-ups
from youth and adults so we can register and finish the planning.
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Christian Focus Box

for

September

“God Made Me Special”
“Children are a gift from the Lord.” - Psalm 127:3

Dates to Remember!

Science Exploration - Building Structures: Open Exploration
Enrichment Theme: “School is in Session”

Monday, August 26
10 a.m.-1:30 p.m. – GLPK 		
Curriculum and Teachers’ 		
Aides/Substitutes Meetings,		
Fireside

Grace Lutheran Preschool and Kindergarten Leadership

Tuesday, August 27
• 9-9:30 a.m. – Kindergarten class
Meet the Teacher
• 10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. – Staff 		
Orientation Meeting

Cathy will be working in the office M-F from 8:30 to 2:45 p.m. She will
be available to discuss all aspects and concerns
for families and staff of
GLPK.

Cathy Smarkusky, GLPK Director, and Dawn Vanden Heuvel, Assistant
Director, will be starting their third year as the school administrators.

Dawn will work in the office M-F from 8:30 to 2:30
p.m. She will be available
to support staff, teachers
and families with administrative and financial
needs for the school.

Wednesday, August 28
• 9-10 a.m. – Meet the Teacher, 		
Jr.K. and Preschool M-F, MWF
morning and enrichment classes
• Kindergarten - First day of 		
school with bus, no enrichment
(Enrichment classes begin Sept. 3)
Thursday, August 29
• 9-10 a.m. – Meet the Teacher, 		
Preschool T/Th morning and 		
enrichment classes
• Kindergarten in session
Friday, August 30
Kindergarten in session
Monday, September 2
Happy Labor Day
Tuesday, September 3
T/Th & M-F classes, First Day of
School
Wednesday, September 4
MWF classes, First Day of School
Thursday, September 5
6 p.m. – Parent Orientation, Fireside
Marianna’s Hoagies and Pizzas 		
Fundraiser begins
Saturday, September 7
GLPK’s 53rd Anniversary
Wednesday, September 11
9:15-10 a.m. – Parent Volunteer
Meeting, Fireside

Thur. & Fri. September 12 & 13
10:30 a.m. – Chapel, Sanctuary
Wednesday, September 18
12 p.m. – Tumblebus tryout, 		
Parking lot
Thursday, September 19
• 10 a.m. – “We Are Special” 		
Assembly, Fireside Room
• 12:15-1:30 p.m. – Curriculum
Meeting, Fireside Room
Friday, September 20
• 10 a.m. – “We Are Special” 		
Assembly, Fireside Room
• Marianna’s Hoagie and Pizza
orders due to school office
Monday, September 23
6 p.m. – Active Shooter Training,
Fireside Room
Wednesday, September 25		
Tumblebus begins
Thur. & Fri. September 26-27 		
Vision Screening Days
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Openings Available for
the 2019-2020
School Year

July and August are traditionally
months of change for Preschool
families. At this time, we have
the following openings available
for the 2019-2020 school year:
• 2.5-3 Year Olds – 2, 3 or 5 day
mornings/week
• 3 Year Olds – 2, 3 or 5 day
mornings/week and 2, 3 or 5
afternoons/week
• 4 Year Olds – 2 , 3 or 5 day
mornings/week and 2, 3 or 5
afternoons/week
• Jr. Kindergarten – 5 mornings/
week and 2, 3 or 5 afternoons/wk
• Kindergarten – 5 mornings/
wk and 2, 3 or 5 afternoons/wk
If your child is on a wait list, we
will contact you as changes happen. Please contact the school for
additional information or to set
up a tour at 238-8110.

Grace Lutheran Preschool and Kindergarten
Parking Lot Safety
The safety of our GLPK children is our first concern. Please follow these rules to help keep all
children safe:
1. Watch for children when parking or backing up.
2. Follow the one-way direction of the parking lot.
3. Drive at a low speed.
4. When school busses are located near the church
entrance, enter our parking lot on Foster Avenue. You will receive a ticket if you pass the
bus with its lights blinking.
5. A chain is used in our parking lot on weekdays during school hours
to avoid people using our lot as a cut-through from Foster to Beaver
Avenue. Please do not remove the chain while it is in use, as it is for
the protection and safety of our students.

Grace Lutheran Preschool and Kindergarten
Fundraising for 2019-2020

In addition to earning money for classroom equipment and curriculum
needs, as a mission of Grace Lutheran Church and the preschool and kindergarten, we provide tuition assistance to families of children who would
not otherwise have the opportunity to attend a Christian preschool. There
are many opportunities to help support our school classes and tuition assistance program without spending any additional money.

•
•
•

You can purchase Giant, Weis, Redline Speed Shine and Sheetz Gift
Cards through the school office. We receive from 3% - 25% on purchases from each of the gift cards we sell.
Giant A+ Rewards gives us a percentage of your total grocery bill.
See the flyer on page 9 to learn how to sign-up.
We have put the earnings from Box Tops for Education toward new
equipment such as the new water bottle filling station in the downstairs commons. Please continue to collect Box Tops!

We will also keep you informed about other fun and easy opportunities
throughout the year to help us continue to provide for our school such as
Marianna’s hoagies & pizzas, Butter Braids and wreath sales.

Marianna’s Hoagies and Pizzas Fundraiser
Our first fund-raiser will be Marianna’s hoagies and
pizzas. Look for order forms in the church and school
offices beginning September 5.
Orders with payment (checks
payable to Grace Lutheran) will
be due on September 20.

Need to contact us?
•
•
•

Delivery of hoagies and pizzas
will be on Wednesday, October 9
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E-mail: glpk@glcpa.org
Phone: 814-238-8110
Web: www.glcpa.org

September Worship Volunteers
LECTORS - Ann Burke (364-5096/ ambrmb1@verizon.net)
8 a.m.

10:30 a.m.
September 1 - Brian Christian
September 8 - Worship at the Mountain
September 15 - Open
September 22 - Open
September 29 - Open

9 a.m.

September 1 - Open
September 8 - Open
September 15 - Open
September 22 - Open
September 29 - Nancy Reinert

September 1 - Charles and Susan Martin
September 8 - Lisa Wiedemer
September 15 - Open
September 22 - Angie Hardyk
September 29 - Open

GREETERS - Sue Forster (876-2029/sforster@cvim.net)
8 a.m.

9 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

September 1 - Gerry Slear, Michael Conron
September 8 - Dick and Helen Brenneman,
Marilyn Peterson
September 15 - Mark and Karen Mrsa, 		
Michael Conron
September 22 - Kelly Conron, Louise Tarman
September 29 - Mark and Karen Mrsa

September 1 - June Krumrine
September 8 - Martha Musser
September 15 - Kay Weigand
September 22 - Nancy Reinert
September 29 - Martha Musser

September 1 - Gerry Slear, Carolyn Fishburn
September 8 - Worship at the Mountain
September 15 - Alice and Bob Griffin,
Leslie Elder
September 22 - Paul and Sandy Larson.
Jim Campbell
September 29 - Sue Antle, Deb Lux

WELCOME CENTER HOSTS - Sue Forster (876-2029/sforster@cvim.net)
9 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

September 1 - Linda Domin
September 8 - Joann McCormick
September 15 - Open
September 22 - Open
September 29 - Open

September 1 - Sharyn Everhart
September 8 - Worship at the Mountain
September 15 - Barbara Fiscus
September 22 - Sue Forster
September 29 - Sharon Rivell

ACOLYTES - Stephanie Fozard (238-7935/steph@fozards.com)
8 a.m.

September 1 - Open
September 8 - Open
September 15 - Ryan and Nathan Pencek
September 22 - Open
September 29 - Open

9 a.m.

September 1 - Jacob Fritz, Caitlin Knowles
September 8 - Nicholas Kewitt
September 15 - Regan Houseknecht, 		
Ben Seaton
September 22 - Spencer Hardyk, Carter Fozard
September 29 - Open

SOUND BOOTH

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS

10:30 a.m.

September 1 - Sophia and Mirabella Bills
September 8 - Worship at the Mountain
September 15 - Lincoln Hockenberry,
Carter Fozard
September 22 - Netta Horn, Renee Buda
September 29 - Emilio Schul

Karl Hosterman
(355-4818/karl@centrecommonline.com)

Joyce Arbutina
(237-4512/joycearb@comcast.net)

10:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

September 1 - Joyce Arbutina
September 8 - No Coffee Hour 			
(Worship at the Mountain)
September 15 - Open
September 22 - The Hardyk Family
September 29 - Les and Cathy Cutter

September 1 - Lester Griel, Jr.
September 8 - Lester Griel, III
September 15 - Richard Brenneman
September 22 - Wayne Pauley
September 28 - Karl Hosterman
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September Worship Sponsors

The church office (238-2478) or Sheri Rider (srider@glcpa.org)

Altar Flowers
September 1 - Ann and Dave Guss
September 8 - Kerry Richards
September 15 - Helen and Dick Brenneman
September 22 - The Kim family
September 29 - Bob and Lisa Byers

Bulletin Covers

Radio Sponsors

September 1 - Don and Deanna Coine
September 8 - Linda Domin
September 15 - Helen and Dick Brenneman
September 22 - Joyce Sipple
September 29 - Bob and Lisa Byers

September 1 - Marion and Winnie Deppen
September 8 - Harold and Sandy Cassady
September 15 - Joyce Sipple
September 22 - William and Carolyn Fishburn
September 29 - Bob and Lisa Byers

August Pastoral Acts
Deaths - Funerals/Memorials

Weddings

• Esther Larson funeral service August 1
• Bill Luse funeral service August 10

• Alissa Davies and Aaron Kujawski,
married August 3
• Maximillian Kennedy and Olivia
Slogosky, married August 17

New Births and Baptisms
• Birth of Charlotte Noelle Weidner,
daughter of Brian and Megan Weidner,
born August 25th
• Oliver Wandell, baptized August 4

September Birthdays

Prayer List for September
All deployed military
and those traveling in
war-torn countries
Susan Antle
Scott Cocolin
Pete Cole
Emma Jean Cole
Mark Doyle, friend of
Paul & Sandy 		
Larson
Patrick Dugan,
grandson of
Paul & Kathryn 		
Mackes
Kyoko Fujisawa, 		
sister of Hiroshi 		
Ohmoto
Vicki Garvin
Elaine Gotham,
friend of
Leslie Wagner
Herb Graves
Dick Houtz
Fiona Knowles
Chris Kohlhepp, 		
friend of
Sally & Carl
Larry Kuhns
Phil Lucas
Aaron Lyon, nephew 		
of Sue & Pete 		
Forster
Mardi McDonough
Danielle McHenry
Bob Miller, father of
Julie Miller

Jo Anne Miller
Chuck Noel
Dottie Roberts
Tamara Proctor
Margie Prothro, sister
of Ed Jenkins
Margaret Schrock, 		
mother of Kathy 		
Weimer
Nancy Schuchert, 		
mother of Joe 		
Schuchert
John Shinham, friend of
Paul & Sandy Larson
Ken Shultz
William D. Snape Sr., 		
brother of Phyllis 		
Favorite
Emily & Charlotte 		
Spearly
Paul Spearly, uncle of
Sheri Rider
Jack Sylves and family
and grandparents
Tom and Marj Eakin
Christopher Ta
Tracy, friend of Carl 		
Bankert & Sally 		
Keiser-Banert
Marcile Tressler
Tom & Claudette, 		
friends of Helen and
Dick Brenneman
Karen Tupman, cousin
of Phyllis Favorite
Ken Vermillion

Roxanne Vermillion
Stephanie & Jonathan,
children of
Ken and Roxanne 		
Vermillion
Mike Waite & family 		
upon the death of 		
Mike’s mother Lynn
Hochrein
Brenda Walsh
Sue Washburn, 		
in–law of Tom Drake
Marie Weimer,
mother of Greg & 		
Kathy Weimer
Ash Woskob

1
1
1
1
1
2
2
2
3
3
4
4
4

September
Birthdays
Tammy Davis
Rainer Domalski
Leah Cable
James Balthaser
Anne Stearns
Becca Stroschein
Michelle DeBord
Evelyn Horn
Curt Kunes
Tyler Rundle
Donelle Cook
William Cocolin
Robert Hampton

4
4
5
5
5
5
5
5
6
7
7
7
7
8
8
8
8
8
8
9
9
9
10
10
10
10
10
10
11
11
11
12
12
13
13
13
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13
Ethan Horn
14
Emma Horn
14
Celia Graef
14
Dolores Ritter
15
Diane Amendola
Cameron Houseknecht 16
16
Eric Rosengrant
17
Craig Houtz
17
Jack Albert
17
William Newcomb
18
Phillip Lucas
18
Samantha Moyer
18
Mary Breon
19
Earl Lutz Jr.
19
John Fisher
19
Robert Lambert
19
Patrick Jeanmenne
19
Sharon Schultz
19
Patti Gordon
19
Daniel VanWinkle
20
Melissa Wandrisco
20
Rachel Shearer
21
James Scourtis
21
Ted Graef
21
Tracey Lazorcik
21
David Huebner
21
K.C. Hirth
22
Linda Domin
22
Ryan Miller
22
Jon Brockopp
22
Alexandra Hetrick
22
Beth Shafranko
23
Sara Cocolin
23
Sara Conklin
23
Devin Christian
23
Matthew Lazorcik

Carley Donnell
Karl Larson
Helen Evans
Kenneth Vermillion
Logan Proctor
Regan Houseknecht
Dennis McClure
Shawn Kauffman
Kaitlyn Knobloch
Jena Hosband
Deanna Afflitto
Ellen Campbell
Jason Whitney
Marlin Weaver
Emma Burger
Paul Wagner
Jordan Pieniazek
Janet Lybarger
Bailey Stoltzfus
Linda Christensen
Michael Leidy
Lila Leidy
Joyce Sipple
Linlee Oyler
Stephen Fleagle
Katherine Horn
Edward Jenkins
William Fishburn
Jane Weyandt
Nicholas Friedken
Jessica Shisler
Sage Kremser
Nolan Foster
Anna Burke
Adam Schultz
Tina Maggi

23
24
24
24
24
24
24
24
25
25
25
26
26
26
26
26
27
27
27
28
28
28
28
28
29
29
29
29
29
30
30
30
30
30

Samantha Guss
Taya Smith
Nancy Fogleman
Colin Hirth
Thomas Horn
David Pencek
Erin Grim
Tanner Ebeling
Heather Haller
Dennis Wall
Coleman Gross
Dawn Vanden
Heuvel
Kenneth Fogleman
Kyle Cunningham
Gloria Nieweg
Carol Grim
Leslie Syrett
Elizabeth Broberg
Ellen Freeman
Dawn Kay
Karen Pollack
Debra Stewart
Sue McCool
Zach Moore
Ella McDyre
Ireland McDyre
Sharon Shurgalla
Lawrence Walker
Adam Cocolin
Amy Prior
Ashlyn Karchner
Anthony Buda
Thomas Drake
Marie Hughes

Grace Notes
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
205 South Garner Street
State College, PA 16801

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit 111
State College, PA

(814) 238-2478

www.glcpa.org

CURRENT RESIDENT OR:

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
8 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion
Piano and flute accompaniment

		
9 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion
		 Organ accompaniment
		 Sunday School

10:30 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion
		 Organ accompaniment
		 Children’s Message

The Rev. Scott E. Schul, Senior Pastor
The Rev. Carolyn K. Hetrick, Pastor

• Grace Lutheran Church			

churchoffice@glcpa.org

6 p.m. Prayer & Praise Worship with Holy Communion

		 Christian praise songs with Psalm 151 worship team
		 Casual worship in the Sanctuary

• GLC Preschool and Kindergarten

glpk@glcpa.org
		814-238-8110
• Faith Formation Ministry 			

faithformation@glcpa.org

Gather • Feed • Send

Grace Lutheran Church is energized by the Holy Spirit and nurtured through God’s
Word and Sacrament to gather, feed, and send people in the name of Jesus Christ.

