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Beloved Children of God,
A friend of mine was thinking about moving from her home, that was close to a busy road,
to a new home, just a few houses further down. I said something about all of the hassle that
comes with a move and she said, “I don’t mind change. Change is great. It’s the transition
that’s hard.”
I’ve thought about that conversation a lot since Pastor Mark told me that God is Calling him and his family
to a new place. As I look ahead at the transitions ahead of us here at MPC, it can get overwhelming
(returning to indoor worship, livecasting services instead of pre-recording them, adjusting to a building
that looks and feels different, saying good byes and hellos—just to name a few). And yet I’m reminded
that MPC is being led by the Session, great leaders who understand that we are to follow where God is
Calling us to go. And so although I know there will be challenging times that come during any transition, I
also trust that God has amazing things in store for MPC and our surrounding community.
Looking ahead at a few of our “next steps” - there will be a Congregational Meeting on April 11th at
1:30pm in the church parking lot to dissolve Pastor Mark’s Terms of Call. If weather becomes an issue,
we’ll announce on Friday what the alternate plans will be. June 6th will be Pastor Mark’s last Sunday with
us. We will announce what the worship schedule will be and other festivities as we get closer to that date.
The next step in the transition process is that Session will discuss the best course of action for the house
on 35 Oakwood and will meet with representatives from the Presbytery’s Commission on Ministry, to discuss what’s next for the Associate Pastor position at MPC.
In other transition news! Session has agreed with the COVID-19 Task Force’s recommendation that we
should re-open the buildings (following CDC guidelines) as soon as the Capital Campaign refurbishment
projects are completed enough to allow us to safely do so. Once we open for worship, we will then begin
working with groups that want to use the building. Right now, with a couple more contractors left to
come through, we are hoping for a mid-May reopening.
The benediction I’ve been using throughout our time separated from one another includes the phrase,
“hold onto what is good.” For now I am holding onto the idea that change is good, and the knowledge
that God will be with us throughout the transition and the change.
It is the Lord who goes before you, the Lord will be with you and will not fail or forsake you. Do not fear or be
dismayed.—Deuteronomy 31:8
Peace be with you,
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To the Members and Friends of
Mechanicsburg Presbyterian Church,
The time has come to announce that my ministry with MPC is coming to an end. I have
accepted a new call as Pastor at Jefferson Center
Presbyterian Church in Saxonburg, PA, part of the Beaver Butler Presbytery. My last Sunday with you all will be
June 6th.
Thank you. Thank you all for being such a blessing to my family. We came here almost ten years ago as a family of
three with an almost two-year old and you have watched us grow to a family of six. You welcomed and loved us
from the start. And I only hope that we’ve been able to bless you all a fraction of how you blessed us.
It has been an absolute joy and blessing to learn, grow, work with, and minister along side with Rev. Kathryn Z.
Johnston. She is a wonderful mentor and friend and I’m excited to see what the future holds for Kathryn and MPC
in the years to come.
I also am forever grateful to Cathay Snyder, who has helped with our youth ministry for years before me and
helped guide me through the ups and downs of youth ministry. She made it easy to step into the position as well as
a go to for any help (and I needed a lot of it).
Along with Kathryn and Cathay, working as team with Mark McKeever has been amazing. The willingness to
brainstorm and bear various burdens has created the most remarkable ministry team that I’ve ever had the honor
of serving and I know how rare this truly is.
As the ministry and work of MPC continues into the future, I commend you on the work done. There have been so
many changes over the past ten years and I feel that you are all on the cusp of something great and amazing. Continue to work for the kingdom of God, discerning God’s will for the church and the community of the greater Mechanicsburg area.
Know that you are loved and that you will be missed.
I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you…
- Philippians 1:3-4
May the Peace of Christ be with you,
Rev. Mark Allio

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! - Help us livestream our worship services!
No experience required. Training provided.
We are building a team of all ages and experience levels to help us get MPC’s worship services out beyond our
walls after we are back in the Sanctuary. We are looking for folks to both design the look and feel of the program (if you can do PowerPoint, you can do this) and/or run the program.
You can sit anywhere you want in the Sanctuary and everything is pre-programmed. We will only be livestreaming one service and you will NOT have to be at church every Sunday!
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Please contact Angie in the Church
Office if you’re interested!

Spring time! Here we are in the middle of Johann Sebastian Bach’s birthdays! I was
taught all my life JSB’s birthday was March 21st but more modern scholarship says the
date is actually March 31st. Everything seems to agree with the date of his death, July
28th, 1750, though, and that year is used as the end of the Baroque period.
We are in the middle of Bach’s birthdays, way past the Baroque period but still in the
middle of a global pandemic. What continues to hurt so deeply is that I always thought
I’d have Sunday mornings, Choir rehearsal and Hymn singing in my life. I need to see,
talk to, and engage with people to feel normal. I need hymn singing to remind me how rich and wonderful life is. I require
rhythm in my life and guideposts throughout the week to keep me stable and on track. How easy to take for granted all
these things my entire life. I thought that I’d always be able to count on them being there.
The good news is that I’ve committed to playing for outdoor worship on Easter Sunday and that we are going to sing two
hymns! I can hardly wait, knowing that we won't be singing when we first return to indoor worship. This is my one chance
during this pandemic to actually do what I was born to do - show up on Sunday and lead Hymn singing! Please pray for
amazing weather! I do not want to miss out on this opportunity to make music!
I still miss you and I still miss making music with you over one year later. I am so blessed to be a part of this community of
faith and happy to still be able to minister and work with others who are so talented in their ministry. We are all in this together and even though it's changed so much, music remains an important expression of the love we have for our Creator.
God bless you this Spring, and always!

21-Day Racial Equity & Social Justice Challenge and 17th Annual Race
Against Racism
Join with the Christian Education/Peacemaking and Justice Committee in a 21-day social justice
challenge as part of the annual Harrisburg area Race against Racism.
The race is virtual this year so you don't even need to leave home! Not a runner? Not a problem.
You can choose to walk OR just participate in the 21-day social justice challenge. The challenge is designed to
create dedicated time and space to build more effective social justice habits, particularly those dealing with issues
of race, power, privilege, and leadership. You will be presented with challenges such as reading an article, listening to a podcast, watching a video, reflecting on personal experience and more.
Registration costs $20/person for team members and includes a T-shirt, access to the 21-day challenge material
and entrance into the virtual race. Be sure to use the code "TEAM" in the promo code box and put our team name,
"MechPresby", under the question about registering with a team.
Registration can be found
here: https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ehj288qwac499897&oseq=&c=&ch=
More information about the event can be found here:
http://www.ywcahbg.org/events/21-day-racial-equity-and-social-justice-challenge#.YFidCq9Kg2x
Questions can be directed to Jenn Thomson at drjenniferthomson@outlook.com
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ACCIDENTS HAPPEN
Accidents and spills are a daily part of Kindergarten life for
the 300 full day students at the Mechanicsburg Area School
District Kindergarten Academy. Although not in the school budget, the nurse tries to stock the replacement items, so the child does not need to leave school for a change of clothing.
HOW CAN MPC HELP? Please support this Deacon ministry by donating:
* NEW underwear and socks
* NEW or GENTLY USED shorts, pants and sweatpants (preferably with elastic-waistbands)
All clothing should be sizes 4 through 8
Donations may be made:
*Before or after outdoor worship on April 11, 18, and 25 or
Until April 30th during regular business hours in the marked bin outside the Church Office.
If you have any questions, contact Mike Daft at (717) 791-9814 or
Marybeth Hummel at (717) 732-6846.

Thank you for your support of Mechanicsburg’s youngest students!
The "Got Healthy Snacks?" Deacon
project provided 1,100 snacks to over
30 families at Rock Church (Allison Hill
Ministry), Harrisburg. What a great
incentive for children to tackle their
homework.

Attention!
All graduating high
school seniors and
returning college
students!

Remember that money for your college education is available through the Snyder Scholarship Fund of MPC. Ms.
Anne M. Snyder was a teacher and a member of MPC. When
she died, she left an endowment to MPC for both mission
and for education. The Christian Education Committee
awards scholarships each year to new and returning college
students to help with the costs of their education.

Bill Jamison, Chi Chi, and the
volunteers at Rock Church extend their
deepest gratitude.

For forms to apply for this scholarship, email Cathay Snyder,
Christian Education Director, csnyder@mechpresby.org
This year, the deadline to apply for a 2021-2022 scholarship
is May 2.
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NEW Online Payment
Services for MPC

The Dave Petko Sunday School Class

Join us on Zoom as we study the Book of
Acts. Our study includes class discussions and
MPC has moved to a new online
insights on Culture, Geography, Social aspects
payment service.
and Historical data using various bible translaIf you were making online payments on VANCO please
tions, and reference guides. Come to just lisfollow these steps.
ten or to share your thoughts.
1 - Cancel any recurring payments on VANCO
To join us, email Mike Daft
2 - Go onto Mechpresby.org starting April 1st
at mikedaft@comcast.net to let him know
3 - Click on GIVE Tab, this will take you to the new
you are interested and he will send you the
payment site. (You are able to set up recurring
link for our class.
payments or make a one time payment.)
Any questions or concerns please contact Angela
Stevens at 717-697-0351

Spring Yard-CleanUp
(aka Mulch Madness)

THANK YOU!!!!!
Many thanks to our MPC
family for showing a lot of
LOVE by supporting "Margie's
Love Sunday" and donating
1230 food items that will
benefit our
friends at Stop
the Violence.
He Brews will meet on Thursday,
April 15th.
Untapped Conversations will meet
Thursday, April 22nd.
Both via Zoom. For more
information, contact Pastor Mark,
mallio@mechpresby.org

Helpers are needed
outside the
church April 18 after
the 1:00 PM outdoor service. Join the fun and fellowship at our Mulch
Madness event. We rake leaves, edge garden beds,
spread mulch, prune trees, clip bushes, and spread more
mulch. We begin after church (around 1:30 PM) and we
finish about 3:30 PM. Please bring along yard tools such
as rakes, pitchforks, shovels, hoes, wheelbarrows,
brooms, blowers, and work gloves. Remember, many
hands make light work, so please join us for as long as
you can.
Rain Date: Sunday, April 25.

Our selection for April is Then She Was Gone
by Lisa Jewell. Ellie Mack was a beloved fifteen year old with her whole life ahead of
her...and then she was gone. Come join us on
Zoom at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, April 27, to
discuss this riveting thriller. Interested? Contact Terry Cornish,
tjhc@aol.com for more information.
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Vaccination Possibilities
VACCINE SITES TO CHECK THAT MAY HAVE OPENINGS
State site https://covid-19schedulinglink.as.me/vaccine
Rite-Aid https://www.riteaid.com/pharmacy/covid-qualifier
Walmart https://www.walmart.com/cp/1228302
CVS
https://www.cvs.com/immunizations/covid-19-vaccine
Weis
https://www.weismarkets.com/pharmacy-services

Session Notes—3/22/2021
•

We opened our meeting with the lighting of the Christ candle and prayer.

•

We heard from Mark Allio that he has accepted the Call to be the installed pastor at Jefferson Center Presbyterian
Church. We approved the dissolution agreement which includes: his last Sunday will be June 6, 2021, he will use vacation through the end of June, his Terms of Call (salary, benefits, use of the manse) will end June 30, 2021. A congregational meeting was called for April 11, 2021, following Outdoor Worship to dissolve his Terms of Call. We prayed for
him and Carrie and the boys during this time of transition and gave thanks for his ministry with MPC.

•

We welcomed representatives from Illuminated Integration, who walked us through their proposal for installment of
livestream equipment. Pastor Mark shared the research and estimates we have received over the years as we have
discerned how to share the Good News as proclaimed by MPC beyond our physical doors. The pandemic has led to an
increase of involvement with MPC from people who don’t live in our area. Session approved a contract with Illuminated
Integration not to exceed $45,000. The money will come from a Holding Account recommended by Finance Committee. We need volunteers who are willing to learn and run this new equipment!

•

We approved the minutes from the 2/22/21 Session meeting and reviewed the February financial report.

•

We approved a “floating week” of vacation for Pastor Kathryn in early May for when their granddaughter arrives; the
addition of three new members to MPC, and the baptism of Tyler James O’Keefe, son of Dylan and Shannon O’Keefe.

•

We agreed with the COVID-19 Task Force that the buildings should be reopened when the refurbishment projects in
UFH, Sanctuary, and the Gathering Area are completed enough for it to be safe; we approved the motion that MPC
groups can resume volunteering with outside organizations.

•

We approved the revised job description for the position currently held by Angela Stevens, formerly Office & Communications Manager, the position is now Church Administrator which is responsible for both the Office Manager positions and the responsibilities found in the former Treasurer position. We approved an increase in salary to $38,066 as
of April 1, 2021 and health benefits beginning January 1, 2022 to reflect these changes.

•

We approved the motions from the Mission Committee that an annual application for funding be filled out by the organizations that MPC supports. The committee will bring a draft application to our next meeting.

•

We gave thanks for one another, offered our prayers of intercession, shared our joys and concerns, and concluded our
worshipful work by committing to pray for one another and the church.

April Youth Calendar
EVENT

DATE/TIME

Youth Group (outside behind Youth Center)

April 11th - 6pm – 7pm

Game Night (outside behind Youth Center)

April 18th – 6pm-7pm

Youth Group (outside behind Youth Center)

April 25th – 6pm-7pm
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Helen K. Rowland, former member of the Mechanicsburg Presbyterian Church, passed away at
the age of 99 at Crosslands in Kennett Square, PA. Helen served as an Elder and was very active in
the Mechanicsburg Church community for 24 years. Notes of sympathy can be sent to: Jack Rowland, 259 Crystal Terrace, Haddonfield, NJ 08033
Elizabeth Carabillo, friend of MPC, joined the Church Triumphant on March 12th, 2021
Change of Address: Catherine Gray - 11 Tristan Drive Apt. 208 Dillsburg, PA. 17019, Phone Number - 717-579-7435

Register today for Summer 2021!
It’s time to sign up for day, residential, or family camp programs! Every program is limited, so sign up early and reserve
your spot.
Go to www.krislund.org/programs to register!
All programs have a limit, so make sure you sign up today!

Preschool Place: Spring is here, YAY!
This has been a year where cabin fever took on a new meaning, for everyone. We are excited
to get outside in the fresh air, the sunshine, and run around like mad. Spring at preschool
means Easter egg hunts, reading month, and music parades among other things.
During March, we celebrated National Reading Month by setting goals to read more each day and holding our annual book drive. We collected 87 children’s books this year that were donated to local children in need. The ongoing focus is to motivate children to read (or be read to) every day of the year, even our littlest ones. Research findings from the National Early Literacy Panel highlight the fact that literacy skills begin to develop at birth.
The children will be spellbound when our own Mark McKeever demonstrates several different musical instruments
during Music Week. One little girl in our Owl Class with be especially proud of her Dad:) Who knows if a toilet paper kazoo or paper plate tambourine will spark an interest or career in music.
Everything is growing. The children are excited to see the crocuses popping up on the Youth Center playground
and make a connection when they see their own plants germinate in the classrooms. It is time for the traditional
‘Photo on the Rock’ to note the growth and changes in the students themselves. We will keep our fingers crossed
that the daffodils are in bloom for that keepsake.
Grace and Peace,
Mrs. Taylor
Be Safe, Kind & Happy
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Find us online!

Church Correspondence & Envelopes

www.mechpresby.org • Twitter:
@mechpresby • Facebook:
Mechanicsburg Presbyterian Church
or
Mechpresby Members and Friends

If you have been receiving a MPC newsletter by mail and would
only like them by email, please let Angie Stevens know so your
information can be updated!
Also, If you would no longer like to receive offering envelopes
each year please let Angie Stevens know at 717-697-0351 or by
email at astevens@mechpresby.org
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
April 2021

MPC Mission Statement
The Mission of the Mechanicsburg Presbyterian Church is to glorify and serve God as a
community of believers, and to bring people into the transforming presence and power of
Jesus Christ through:
•

Worship – Worship expresses our love for God through praise, prayer and
proclamation.

•

Christian Education – Christian Education invites us to risk opening our minds to
transforming possibilities.

•

Christian Nurture – Christian nurture puts a human face on God’s Love.

•

Mission Calling – Our ministry to others sets our feet in Christ’s footprints.

•

Welcoming the Stranger – Welcoming everyone into a relationship with God, not
just into our building.

In order to be faithful to this Mission, we will be:
•

A welcoming, diverse and hospitable community of faith,

•

Committed to open communication within the community of faith, and

•

Willing to risk our time, talent and financial resources trusting in God’s faithfulness
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