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Beloved Children of God, 
  

We pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face… 1 Thessalonians 3:10 
  

These words, found on the stoles Pastor Mark and I have been wearing, are attributed 

to the Apostle Paul, writing to the church in Thessalonica, and giving thanks for their 

great faithfulness during very trying times. How can we thank God enough for you in 

return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of you, he writes in verse 9. 
  

These two verses echo our sentiments as well. We give thanks to God for you, all while we look forward 

to when we can once again be together and worship with you face to face. We know that you miss being 

with your church family and we miss you too. 
  

The Session of MPC met (online) on August 10th with the sole purpose of continuing to talk about whether 

or not to resume indoor, in-person worship. Although an official vote will not be taken until our next stat-

ed Session meeting on August 24th, the Session is unanimously leaning towards not resuming indoor, in-

person worship through the remainder of 2020.  
 

We know this is disappointing, especially considering that other churches in our area have made the 

choice to resume indoor, in-person worship. We are disappointed too, and commit to doing all we can to 

keep our congregation connected with one another and with the Mechanicsburg community. 

 

We discussed a number of factors: 

• Concern about the slow, but steady increase in daily counts of positive COVID-19 tests in Cumber-

land, York, and Dauphin counties. 

• Concern about the re-opening of schools and the potential increase in cases. 

• Worship wouldn’t “feel like us” – reserved seating, temperature checks, no singing, masks on 100% of 

the time (over nose and mouth), limiting the number of participants allowed to worship, inadequate 

ventilation in our Sanctuary which may prevent us from cooling or heating that space, as examples. 

• Results from our “June 2020 Returning to Church” survey indicated only 11% were willing to return to 

worship without hesitation. All others said they would either a) have concerns about returning to 

worship, b) were willing to wait both short term and long term before returning to worship, or c) were 

unsure about their feelings regarding a return to worship. Anecdotal evidence from other nearby 

churches who have returned to indoor, in-person worship is that a very low percentage of members 

have returned, a possible indication that a majority still don’t feel safe. Again, a belief that worship 

would not “feel like us”. 

• The importance of naming marks (metrics) that will need to be met in order to re-open. 

• We MUST increase our attempts to connect with members of MPC, especially those who are not able 

to easily watch Sunday morning services and connect with others online. (cont. on next page) 
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Continued from front page…  

Session will be meeting on August 24th to make a formal decision. In the meantime, we’d like to hear your 

thoughts on re-opening so your comments can be part of the discussion. Reach out to me or any Ruling 

Elder with your thoughts. 
 

Please continue to keep the Session, our community, and our nation in your prayers. 
  

Peace be with you, 

Pastor Kathryn, Pastor Mark—Ruling Elders: 

Class of 2020 – Lori Heenan, Patti Hinkson, Margaret Mielke, Kevin Moyer, Lanny Nesbitt, Melissa Rula-

paugh, Phil Van Zile; Class of 2021 – Rich Blessing, Katie Chase, David Cox, Courtney Gray, Cindy Gorski, Lor-

rie Weber, Tim Wonder; Class of 2022 – Ed Boggs, Jim Honafius, Ted Foor, Nickie Shaddock, Rick Whitcomb 

News & Notes 
 

The MPC e-newsletter is emailed out almost every Saturday.  
If  you are NOT receiving these important updates, please check the junk or spam or promo-
tions folder of  your email. If  it’s not there, then send your preferred email address to Pastor 

Kathryn. This is one of  the main ways we are communicating with everyone on a weekly basis, 
so please make sure you receive—and open—them. Thanks! 

 

We continue to worship together online! You can find our worship services beginning at 10am 
on Facebook (Facebook.com/mechpresby.org) and YouTube (search “Mech Presby” or 
www.youtube.com/channel/UCaJzmPxSUDpTvZAsCSNfcEg. You can then watch them any 
time you want! We also invite you to find the sermons and links on our website 
(mechpresby.org). 
 

YOU CAN CALL IN TO HEAR WORSHIP AT 10AM on SUNDAY MORNINGS 

Dial (toll free): 877 853 5247 

A voice will welcome you to Zoom and ask you to enter the meeting ID: 

The Meeting ID is: 895 3260 5970# 

You should then be able to hear the worship service. 

The line will be open on Sunday mornings beginning at 9:45am. 
 

You can use that same information to call into Sunday morning coffee fellowship which begins 
when the worship service is over.  
 

You can also join in online using Zoom: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89532605970?pwd=TXZET2FYYkRTVVMvN2l5ZFRFOTBmdz09 

The Meeting ID is: 895 3260 5970 

Please call the office for the password 
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Joyful Hearts 

Let’s Get Together 

Mix ‘n Mingle/PepSet — September 18 – We 
will be traveling to Boiling Springs Tavern for 
a Great Lunch and Fun Conservation.  The 
reservation is set for 12:45 pm. A signup sheet 
is available in the Gathering Area and cutoff 
date is September 15  Any question please  
contact Rich Trout. 717-697-1608.    

MPC’s Book Club 

Well, one good thing about 
not being able to be in the 
church building is that work 
can be done without worry-
ing about being in anyone’s 
way. The new HVAC sys-
tem is up on the roof and seems to be running smoothly. 
You know the doors leading into the lobby have been re-
placed, and soon the rest of the doors will be in as well. 
We’re also looking at moving up the timing for the remod-
el of the bathrooms. 

 

GOOD NEWS! After a company came in for a closer 
look at the steeple (thanks drones) we won’t need to do 
work on it after all. The joints look solid and the streaking 
appears to be patina from the finial at the top washing 
down onto the steeple.  

 

The coffers currently stand at $226,785—which is great, 
but we haven’t made the full payment on the HVACs yet. 
The next projects on the list are bathrooms, doors, and 
looking at some of the projects in the Sanctuary. THANK 
YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS!!! 

Find us online! 

www.mechpresby.org • Twitter: @mechpresby • Facebook:       
Mechanicsburg Presbyterian Church or Mechpresby Members and 

Friends 

MPC’s Book Club con-
tinues to meet on the 
fourth Tuesday of the 
month at 7 p.m. via 
Zoom.  

Join us on Tuesday, Au-
gust 24 as we discuss 
The Street by Ann Petry. 
Set during the late 
1940’s, The Street tells 
the story of a young 

woman, Lutie Johnson, struggling to raise her son amid 
the violence, poverty, and racial dissonance of Harlem. 

Our selection for Tuesday, September 28, is The Moun-
tain Between Us by Charles Martin. Stranded by a bliz-
zard, two strangers charter a plane to get to their desti-
nation, only to have the plane crash and finding them-
selves fighting the odds to survive. 

Interested in joining in the discussion? 

Contact Terry Cornish, tjhc(at)aol(dot)com 

 

 

 

 
 

January 1-July 31 2020 

                                                           Actual  (YTD)    Budget (YTD)           

INCOME 

Pledges $303,235.04 $296,092.00 

Sanctuary Offering 634.70 3,493.00 

Other Income 8,792.19 3,194.00 

TOTAL INCOME $312,661.93 $302,779.00 

EXPENSES 

Salaries & Related Expenses $207,834.58 $205,842.00 

Program Expense  

 Worship & Music 1,169.09 3,207.00 

 Youth/Young Adults 2,334.38 1,995.00 

 Christian Education 4,893.48 7,007.00 

 Church Office 16,562.59 15,425.00 

 Utilities & Maintenance 60,409.21 47,624.00 

 Committees 2,936.71 3,076.00 

 Mission 23,074.00      33,386.00 

 Per Capita Apportionment              5,755.90                4,500.00                                  
   ———- ——— 

TOTAL EXPENSE                                   $324,969.94           $322,062.00 

TOTAL INCOME              $312,661.93 

   

INCOME LESS EXPENSE            $(12,30801)       $(19,283.00) 

The Officer Nominating Committee is gathering 
recommendations of individuals to serve in the 
offices of Elder and Deacon for terms beginning 
in 2021.  
 

If you know any Mechanicsburg Presbyterian 
members—including yourself!—who have 
demonstrated gifts for leadership and ministry, 
please take a moment to offer your leadership 
recommendations by emailing committee chair, 
Katie Chase, chase505(at)Verizon(dot)net.  
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.MECHANICSBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Even in these COVID-19 times, the hungry need to be fed.   

So let our feet witness to our faith!  Please join me in the 49th 

 
 

Mechanicsburg/West Shore   
VIRTUAL CROP Walk:   
Sunday, Nov. 1, 2020 

 
 

 Walk on Nov. 1st or any day before that suits your schedule. 
 Walk in solidarity with the poor, either on your own or with your  

immediate family. 
 Walk however short or far your legs will carry you. 
 Select where to walk: in your neighborhood, do laps around our 

church or the mall parking lot, stroll on a walking trail – you 
choose. 

 Invite friends, neighbors and family to support you as you raise 
money to feed the hungry through New Hope Ministries,               
Mechanicsburg Meals on Wheels and Church World Service. 

 
Join our church’s team by REGISTERING and DONATING on-line at 
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/mechanicsburgpa   

HISTORY of CROP Walks:  In 1969, Christians in York, PA decided to  
walk in solidarity with global families who daily walk miles for food and 
clean water. Because they took that first step, today, millions of people 

across the United States participate in CROP Walks.   
Consecutively since 1971, our church has helped the Mechan-

icsburg/West Shore CROP Walk raise $551,173.00 to feed the poor. 
 

For more information, contact: Mike Kostelac, 717.732.1202,                
Team Captain for MPC 

On Thursday, Oct. 1, 11AM-8PM or Friday, Oct 2, 
2020, 11AM-9PM bring a special coupon to and dine at 
Hoss's, 61 Gettysburg Pike, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055.  
Up to 25% of pre-tax sales will go to the Mechan-

icsburg/ West Shore CROP Walk.  Email Mike Kostelac, at 
yuda0603(at)yahoo(dot)com for coupons. Take out available.  

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/mechanicsburgpa/
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My thanks to each of you for the many cards I received for my 100th birthday - 
making it one of the biggest celebrations of my life. I am fortunate and thank our 
Heavenly Father for providing over 1/2 of my century as a member of MPC (more 
people caring). Thank you one and all for adding a wonderful dimension to my 
life.  Josephine Grable 

Sam and Barb Harvey celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary on July 30th. 
Congratulations! 

My sincere thanks goes out to my MPC family for all the cards, phone calls, and 
emails expressing prayers, offers of help, and wishes for swift recovery from my 
recent surgery. To make a long story short, the suspected uterine cancer is colon 
cancer that metastasized to several areas. I appreciated hearing from everyone 

and my heart is touched with the level of caring from my MPC friends. Love, Ruth Ann Neubold 

 

Karen Taylor, Director of Playful Beginnings Preschool, will celebrated four years of service on August 15. Please 
join the Church Staff Committee in congratulating her and extending its thanks and appreciation for her service to 
MPC with special appreciation for providing a loving Christian setting where children have the opportunity to grow 
and learn. 

 

Cathay Snyder, Christian Education Director, will celebrate  three years of service on August 28. Please join the 
Church Staff Committee in congratulating her and extending its thanks and appreciation for her service to MPC with 
special appreciation for her devotion in planning and implementing a wide range of Christian Educational opportuni-
ties. We are especially grateful and thankful for Cathay’s dedication, energy and creativity while teaching us through 
online worship.   

 

To my MPC family and friends:  Please accept my heartfelt gratitude for your prayers, concern, cards, texts, emails, 
wheel chair ramp, and delicious meals provided during the difficult past few months of my husband Kirk’s devastat-
ing illness and passing.  During this time, you were my lifeline to grace, hope, and love.  Thank you again for every 
gracious and wonderful thing you did for Kirk and me!   Eileen House 

 

All Circles will begin meeting on 

Tuesday, September 8, via 

Zoom. More information will be 

coming shortly. 
 

Circle 1: 9:30 am 

Circle 2: Noon 

Circle 3: 7 pm 

There will be no Fall Gathering to 

kick-off the new study year. 

 

No Fall Rummage Sale 

No Election Day Soup & Sandwich Sale 

No plans for the annual Women’s retreat  

 

Join us in November for our annual Thank-Offering Sunday! 

 

We need music for 

our online worship 

services!!! 
 

 

We hope you have enjoyed hearing our wide   

array of talent here at MPC during our online 

worship services!  And, we’d love to include YOU 

too! 
 

All you have to do is record yourself (hold your 

phone sideways) and then text your recording to  

Pastor Mark at 814-221-0468. If it’s a bigger file 
than will text, email him, mallio(at)mechpresby

(dot)org and he will help you get them to him.  
 

WE WANT TO HEAR (FROM) YOU!!!  
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Summer Edition 

The Mission of the Mechanicsburg Presbyterian Church is to glorify and serve God as a   
community of believers, and to bring people into the transforming presence and power of 
Jesus Christ through: 

• Worship – Worship expresses our love for God through praise, prayer and  
          proclamation.      
     

• Christian Education – Christian Education invites us to risk opening our minds to 
                                                transforming possibilities. 

• Christian Nurture – Christian nurture puts a human face on God’s Love. 

• Mission Calling – Our ministry to others sets our feet in Christ’s footprints. 

• Welcoming the Stranger – Welcoming everyone into a relationship with God, not                   
                         just into our building. 

    In order to be faithful to this Mission, we will be:  

• A welcoming, diverse and hospitable community of faith, 

• Committed to open communication within the community of faith, and 

• Willing to risk our time, talent and financial resources trusting in God’s faithfulness 

MPC Mission Statement 


