
COMMITMENT SUNDAY JUNE 7! 
Bring your cards, your time & talent - your JOY!

All month long, we’ve heard stories of what MPC means – stories of care, connection, and

transformation.

That is who we are: Still Standing. Still Giving. Still Becoming.

On Sunday, June 7 - one service at 9:30am - we have the opportunity to respond.

Not just in words – but in commitment.

Your pledge is more than a number. It’s a statement. It’s a step of faith. It’s a way of saying, 

I believe in this community – and I want to help carry it forward.

Together, those commitments allow us to build a realistic, faithful path ahead – one that

sustains what we love and creates space for what’s still becoming.

So as you return your pledge, know this:

You are part of something real.

 Something needed.

 Something that shines far beyond this corner of our town.

This is MPC.

 This is More People Caring.

 And this is how we continue to be a light in the world.
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Committment Sunday 

Bring your pledge cards!‌
June 7, 2026‌

9:30am 

Your paragraph text 



Still Standing. Still Giving. Still Becoming. FAQs

Didn’t MPC just have a stewardship campaign? We did! However, the need for a more
transparent approach to what it takes to support MPC’s annual budget and the decision to
move to a fiscal year based on the program year, rather than the calendar year, has us
kicking off a stewardship campaign to fund our ministry and mission from July 2026-June
2027.

Do I need to hand in a new estimate of giving if I filled one out in December/January? YES!
Please do! And we invite you to prayerfully consider what it would look like to give at a
personally meaningful level. As we look toward the new fiscal year beginning July 1, MPC is
also facing some important realities. Rising costs for utilities, building maintenance, staffing,
and ministry continue to impact the church, just as they affect families throughout our
community. To support a balanced and sustainable 2026–27 budget, we are asking the
congregation to consider an overall 15% increase in annual pledge giving. We know that is a
significant ask, especially in challenging times. But we also believe it is both reasonable and
achievable.

What if I already made my annual contribution? We are grateful for all the meaningful ways
that people give. If you already gave your annual gift - THANK YOU! Please let us know what
your estimate of giving is for the 2026-2027 program year, even if it will not be received until
2027.

What if I can’t be there on June 7? We have a wonderful worship service planned for June 7,
but understand if you can’t make it. You can bring in your commitment any time - the
following Sunday, during the week to the office, put it in the mail, or drop it off in the red box
that’s outside the front doors to the church.

Is there any way to do this online? Yes! At mechpresby.org there is a “Stewardship 2026-27”
tab. You can find the link to an online pledge card there. Extra time & talents can be found
under the “media” tab in the “resources” section.

What happens if MPC does not increase giving? Session has already taken steps to reduce
expenses and strengthen financial oversight. However, the long-term health and
sustainability of MPC ultimately depend on increased congregational support. Faithful giving
is essential to sustaining the ministries, staff, programs, and facilities that make MPC an active
and caring church community.
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From our Pastor for Community Engagement 

Friends,

I’ve been looking forward to the arrival of June, so I’m not sure how it sneaked up on me. I think it’s fair to
blame the fact that I had my flannel sheets on the bed waaay into May. Anyways….

 

June 14 marks my 11th year of ordained ministry. This time last year, I was finishing up my time in a position
that made me wonder if I would get past my 10th Ordiversary. I am so very grateful that the Spirit has brought

me to MPC for this season of ministry. Your care for me as a person and your growing trust in my pastoral
leadership has been so very healing. Also - y’all are super fun. 

 

I’ll be away for vacation for June 8-21. Part of that will be staycation, but my sisters and I will be spending a
couple of days at DisneyLand to celebrate Pride. We’ve adventured together off and on, but the last few years,

at least one of us had to step out to watch over mom. One of the instructions in mom’s will was to travel
together, so we’ll raise a Mickey-shaped Ice Cream bar in Norma Gayle’s honor. 

 

So unless you want to be WAY Out & About and meet me in California… here are some more local options.
 

June 5 Meet Me at the Rock to bear witness to our neighbors that we stand for Peace, Love and Justice. We had
several UCC friends join us IN THE RAIN in May, so the Spirit is clearly at work in this effort. I’m bummed to miss

the 13th.
 

June 6 MPC Ice Cream Social. Obviously! 
 

June 7 A Sunday filled with JOY! Communion, celebrating graduates, gathering in faith commitments and so
much more. And we might just shed that “Frozen Chosen” nickname for a day. 

 

June 26 11-1 Coffee Hours at Denim (Mechanicsburg) 

Page 3 

The Cornerstone | June 2026 

“Hold on to what is good.” 

Dungeons & Dragons X Legos is Coming to MPC!! 
Tuesday, July 21, 5:30 PM

PW Conference Room
I’m looking for 4 adventurous souls to join me and a couple of my nerdiest friends for a single-session,
family-friendly adventure in table top role-playing! We’ll provide mini-fig characters, and everything
you need to jump in and create a lego-fied story together! No prep work required, so newbies are

definitely welcome.
 

RSVP by July 1 at my email lviau@mechpresby.org so we can prepare for the experience level of the
party. 

** If this date doesn’t work for you, but you’d like to play sometime, RSVP anyway to let me know. 



Thursday, June 25 
7 PM 
UFH 

Summer Short Term Mission Opportunities! 

June 18: Jubilee Day Parking— come hang out for
the day and help us park cars! 

We will be parking cars and handing out water
from 9 AM to 7 PM, raising money for Youth

Mission Projects. You can let Tim Wonder know or
sign up here (copy and paste link):  ttsu.me/5w4es9 

July 27-31: VBS— volunteer for one day, a few
days, or the whole week!   

  

Questions? Contact Cathay Snyder, CE Director,
csnyder@mechpresby.org 
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TUESDAY MOVIE NIGHTS @ MPC!!!

June 9 (Angels in the Outfield) 
July 14 (The Natural)

August 11 (The Perfect Game)
5:30 PM (Grab your favorite movie food)

6:00 PM (Movie starts)
Upper Fellowship Hall

The Christian Education & Social Justice Committee
(CESJ) is hosting three Tuesday Movie Nights this

summer. 
It’s a baseball theme to go with one of our sermon

series this summer: Sermons on the Mound. 
The menu will be yummy movie theater food! 

So, bring yourself, your family and friends and join your
MPC family for an evening of fun and fellowship.

 

Liturgy for the
Weary 

Jubilee Day Volunteer Opportunities!
Mechanicsburg’s annual Jubilee Day is June 18th. And
there are a few ways you can help out the Youth & our

Welcome Committee. 
 

                               Bottled Water Needed!

The Welcome Committee is requesting bottled water
donations! Water is distributed by MPC’s youth as
they collect a fee from Jubilee Day attendees who

park in our lot. A super convenient parking space and
an ice-cold bottle of water – people tell us we’re the
best value in town! Please drop off donations in the

old kitchen/storage room off the Sanctuary by Sunday,
June 14th. Have questions? Please contact Whitney

Maisano. 

       Planning to visit Jubilee Day Festivities?
If yes, please consider parking at MPC and 
supporting the youth! The 
cost is $5 (all day) with all
proceeds going to support
Youth Mission projects. Or
help us out for an hour or two
and help park cars. You can 
sign-up here  (copy and paste link):
ttsu.me/5w4es9
 

Thank you, MPC – More People Caring! 
 
 

https://ttsu.me/5w4es9
https://ttsu.me/5w4es9
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A little rain might have
smudged the signs at our May

22 faithful witness, but it didn’t
dampen spirits! 

The Christian Education & Social
Justice Committee (CESJ) will have a

table at two Pride events in July:

New Cumberland Pride Picnic
Saturday, July 18, 11 AM to 4 PM
Sign-up Here (copy & paste link):

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/
10C0A4BACAD28A1F58-64312528-

newcumberland

 The Pride Festival of Central PA
Saturday, July 25, 10 AM-6 PM

Sign-up Here (copy & paste link):
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/
10C0A4BACAD28A1F58-64326256-

central

If you would be interested in helping
out at either event, contact Jenn

Thomson or sign up in the Gathering
Area. 

 



MPC’s Book Club will meet on ‌Tuesday, June 23, 2026 @ 7 PM‌ in the‌
PW Conference Room. Our June selection is ‌Theo of Golden‌ by Allen‌
Levi. 

From Goodreads: His name is Theo (of Golden, Georgia). And he asks a
lot more questions than he answers. A story of giving and receiving, of
seeing and being seen, Theo of Golden is a beautifully crafted novel
about the power of creative generosity, the importance of wonder to a
purposeful life, and the invisible threads of kindness that bind us to one
another. 

If interested in learning more about MPC’s Book Club, contact Terry
Cornish, tjhs(at)aol(dot)com. 

UnTapped Conversations will not meet in June.

We will head to the ballpark and watch the Harrisburg Senators take
 on the Reading ‘Fightin Phils’ on Thursday, July 23. It’s Thirsty
 Thursday as well as the legacy of the Harrisburg Giants will be

 remembered and their incredible impact on baseball history will be
 celebrated. If you are interested in attending, let Cathay know.

Questions about UnTapped? Contact Cathay Snyder,
csnyder(at)mechpresby(dot)org 

The First Fridays Singles Group meets at  11:30 am on 
 the first Friday of the month .   

June 5 :  We’ll meet at 11:30 in the PW conference room.
Bring your bagged lunch and a drink. We will eat at the
church and then go to Silverside Cafe and Creamery at 25
Waterford Drive, Mechanicsburg for dessert.    

For more information about the group, contact Joyce
Lackey, joyce.a.lackey(at)gmail(dot)com.   
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Due to the increased cost of bulk mailing, the newsletter is not longer being mailed out. You
can pick them up at church, read them online or if you would like the newsletter to continue

to be mailed to you, please let the office know. 
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Love Quilters & Joy Stitchers 

  Love Quilters will meet June 1 at
1pm 

  Joy Stitchers will meet June 15 at
10 AM. 

  All skill levels are welcome. Join us
at the McVitty‘s.   

If you have questions contact Gail
McVitty,

gmcvitty(at)verizon(dot)net.   

A VERY special thank you to those who participated in the Musical Season 2025-2026 at MPC Church.
Please make every effort to thank these people individually. They offer a tremendous amount of

volunteer time. If you are a musician or singer please join us in the fall. 

We have two open positions in the Bell Choir. If you’d care to sing a solo or play your instrument in
worship this summer, please let me know. 

 
MPC Chancel Choir

Cindy Walters, Judy Klebe, Linda Whitesitt, Taylin Russaw, Margaret Mielke, Sharon Chizar, Grace House,
Lori Heenan, Polly Buchanan, Debby Williams, Caryn Rufo, Bill Klebe, Mike Daft, Jim Parent, Dave

Yocum, and Bob Bell
 

MPC Bells of Celebration
Sharon Chizar, Terry Cornish, Mike Daft, Lara Frymark, Jan Holt, Becky Kephart, Larry Lichty, Kellen

Lichty, Logan Lichty, Lauren Lichty, Taylin Russaw, and Karen Weigel
 

The Joyful Noise
Anna, Thomas, Mackenzie, Felicity, Freya, Braelyn, Adalynn

 
The Worship and Music Committee

Mike Daft, Susan Miller, Lara Frymark, and Bob Bell
 

Pianist
Lorri Yawney

Registration is now open for VBS @ MPC. Go to the
“Ministries” tab on our website and then “VBS” tab or
register here: https://forms.gle/pFsxp2EYHAa9ov3s7

Adult and teen volunteers are needed to help the kids
each day go to the various activities or work with simple

crafts, games, snacks, and easy mission projects.
 If interested, let Cathay know! 
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Preschool Place: Summer break.
Woo-hoo!!! 

Grace and Peace, 
Mrs. Taylor 

Be Safe, Kind & Happy 

Summer break is a bit of woo-hoo and boo-hoo. When we don’t have classes, the halls are eerily quiet. There are
no giggles, shushing, or ‘see you later alligator’ goodbyes. But before long, we have our Summertime! program to

brighten our days. It begins during the first week of June and runs for four weeks. Because our Summertime!
program is multiage (three-, four- and five-year-olds combined) it is heavily play based. Having the opportunity

for true free play is something that we build into the regular program year and is an even larger part of our
summer. 

Children have the opportunity to navigate a safe social setting, to learn how to cooperate with one another and
to get along. Just like any skill, we need to practice listening, sharing, and taking turns. Making choices and facing
consequences are a part of life. The children have different themes each week including the beach, camping and

fireworks (crafts only). They are refreshed with water play in the sprinkler and water tables. Some artwork
becomes a part of nature and stays on the driveway until the rain washes the cool chalk creations away. 

The children enjoy messy snacks like ice pops and watermelon. Each year I fight the impulse to teach them how
to spit watermelon seeds and see who can spit the farthest. First, we don’t spit at preschool, and second

watermelons don’t always have seeds anymore! Bummer. We can all benefit from playing in the dirt, watching
bugs crawl around and wondering what they are doing, and lying in the grass watching clouds roll by. Remember

to take time to breathe, breathe, and relax this summer.

 I SCREAM!

 You SCREAM!

 We ALL SCREAM for ICE CREAM!

Please join us on Saturday, June 6, in Upper Fellowship Hall, from 
3-5 for our ICE CREAM SOCIAL. 

May we tempt you with a creamy float or a sundae piled with
toppings? Enjoy music provided by DJ Matt Savidge. If it’s a lovely

day, bring a chair to sit outside while you spoon up that dairy
delight. A Dairy Queen medium cone costs $3.50. Our scoops cost

only a donation, with profits going to the kitchen redo. Take a
yummy break from yard work and join us on 6/6 from 3-5.

(Sponsored by your favorite Fellowship Committee)
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The Mission Committee is planning a group
volunteer opportunity at the Midwest Food Bank

in Middletown.   

The first opportunity is on June 4th from 9am-
Noon. We will be leaving the church parking lot at
8:15am for anyone interested in carpooling. There

is a sign-up sheet for this opportunity in the
Gathering Area.   

We are planning additional opportunities for
September 17th and October 29th. 

  

We will be helping as a group to assist Midwest
Food Bank in their current needs, possibly

repackaging food or gathering and loading items
into containers for partners to distribute. 

  

If you have any questions please contact 
Michael Heindel, meekel(at)yahoo(dot)com 

“Christmas in July” Collection for MPC Care Bags
It’s that time of year when we get ready to brighten the holidays with our MPC Christmas Care Bags. These

Christmas bags are given out to residents at the Dauphin County Work Release Center, to guests at three Christian
Churches United homeless shelters in Harrisburg, to homeless clients in a program run by Community Cares in

Carlisle, and to Fruitbelt Farmworkers in Adams County. Although it is only the start of summer, we are asking for
donations now to gear up to make 325 Christmas care bags this December.

We need the following items (all items must be new and unopened except for calendars): 2027 Calendars, Warm
winter gloves (if you can find them on “end-of-season sale”) Nail clippers (individually packed) Body wash (15 - 18
oz size) Shampoo (15 - 18 oz size) Deodorant (1.8 – 2 oz size; solid stick) Tissue packs (pocket size) “Forever” First

Class Postage Stamps
Please bring your donations to the church from July 1 - 31 and place them in the box marked “Christmas in July

Collection” in the Gathering Area. If you prefer to make a financial donation and have us do the shopping for you,
please use the Mission Special Offering envelopes or mail a check to the church and write “Christmas in July

Collection” on the memo line. Financial donations will also be used to purchase food items later in the year. If you
have questions, please contact Renee Breen. Thank you for being MPC, “More People Caring,” and helping us be a

blessing to people in our community.
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Intergenerational Joy
Because of our congregation’s generosity and support, the May 14th dinner for the Fruitbelt Farm

Workers was a resounding success! I would describe the event as an international, intergenerational joy
fest. My favorite moment was watching our beloved eighty-six-year-old Wayne as he happily held six-

month-old Maria in his lap. To say that his smile was watermelon wide is an understatement. 
Everywhere in the kitchen conversations were taking place in both Spanish and English with ten-year-old

Genesis acting as our interpreter. In a crowded spot on the kitchen picnic bench, Debi Gross played
cards with a group of children while I was serving the six-year-old who only wanted strawberries, grapes,

and three helpings of dessert for dinner. Toward the end of our visit, Steve Fish and Wilson burst into
song, and I learned that Wilson, whom I have known for two years, loves to sing. Next time, we will

need to bring a karaoke machine.
After loading up our cars and preparing to go home, Wilson took me aside and expressed his deep

gratitude for the delicious food and for the friendship and love MPC has extended to him and all the
other workers and their families. Without each of you, building these relationships and sharing God’s
love would not be possible. I am so grateful for every member of our incredible church community.

Thank you.
 

Blessings to all,
Susan

Upcoming Dinner for the Frutibelt Farm Workers

Our next dinner for the Fruitbelt Farm Workers is on
Thursday, June 11th. If you missed the sign-ups and
are interested in helping, contact Susan Van Zile at

717()766()8489.

Fourth of July Picnic
Celebrate the 4th of July with the Fruitbelt Farm Workers!
We plan to have a picnic in the orchard on Saturday, July
4th from 12:00 until 2:00. The workers love games, so be
ready to play. Plenty of help is needed for this event to

happen.
Sign up to help on Sunday, June 7th or Sunday, June 14th.

You can also call Susan Van Zile at 717()766()8489 if you are
interested in cooking, serving, driving, or playing. 
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We will recognize our high school and college graduates
during our Joy & Commitment Service on June 7 at 9:30 AM.

 
Lily Andersen will graduate with honors from Mechanicsburg High School. She will be attending The
Pennsylvania State University in the fall.

Quinn Eisenberger graduated from University of Pittsburgh with a B.S. in Geology and a certificate in
Sustainability. She is working as a staff Geologist for Key Environmental Inc. in Carnegie. 

Josh Gebhardt will graduate with high honors from Mechanicsburg Area High School and a recipient of several
scholarships. He will be attending The Pennsylvania State University in the fall. 

Molly Kleinert graduated from Elizabethtown College with a B.S. in Early Childhood Education, completing her
coursework early this past December.
 

Kellen Lichty will graduate summa cum laude from Cumberland Valley High School, receiving the AP Scholar with
Distinction award and the AP Capstone Diploma. He will be attending the University of Delaware in the fall,
majoring in Chemical Engineering.

Joop Martin will graduate from C.A.S.A. (Capital Area School for the Arts) and plans to attend barber school. 

Lucy Martin graduated with distinction from Temple University with a B.S. in Cellular and Molecular
Neuroscience. They will be working at University of Pennsylvania Hospital as a pharmacy tech while they study
for their MCAT. 

Sean McCurdy graduated from The Pennsylvania State University with a B.S. in Chemical Engineering and a
minor in Environmental Engineering. He is working for Buchart Horn in York as an Engineer in Training in their
water resources department. 

Ashley Rogers will graduate from Cedar Cliff High School, third in her class, and a recipient of the Marine Corp
Scholastic Excellence Award. She will be attending the University of Tennessee, studying biomedical science in
their pharmacy program. 

Devon Zerbe graduated from Villanova University with a B.A. in Political Science and minors in Psychology and
Criminology.

In May we celebrated members
of the 2025-2026

Confirmation Class and
welcomed them into full church

membership.

Congratulations! 
 June Baughman, Olivia Bell,

 Abbey McGinnis, Taylin Russaw
May 17, 2026

 

Riley Bell
May 24, 2026
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Looking for some MPC Swag?‌
  

Featuring our MPC logo on a
deep navy blue background,

we have‌  ‌t-shirts and
sweatshirts that are screen

printed and embroidered golf
shirts, button-down shirts, 1/4

zip pullovers, and hats.‌ ‌
  

Prices and samples can be found on the
bulletin board in the Gathering Area hallway.‌ ‌

  
Proceeds will go towards MPC’s operating

budget.‌  

Get an order in today for your MPC swag!‌
  

Susan and Phil Van Zile thank the congregation for their prayers,
cards, and words of sympathy received during Phil’s sister’s illness

and journey home to our Father. During this difficult time, you
embraced us, and we felt your love and support. How grateful we

are.

Our Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly
connections provide us resources and support as
well as avenues to help others in times of need.
Every member is assessed a per capita that goes

towards these areas of ministry and mission.‌  

Per Capita for 2026 is $34.66 per member.‌  

We appreciate it when our members contribute
toward their per capita so that it doesn’t come

out of the operating budget.‌ ‌
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Mechanicsburg Presbyterian Church 
300 E. Simpson Street 
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