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Beloved children of God,
Once upon a time… on a text thread far away…. There was a group of church staff who wanted to make worship during Lent special for everyone in the land.
They had talked about very “Lent-y” topics like sin and sadness and the world as it is versus
the world as is should be… then Pastor Kathryn said (and if you don’t like this idea it was Pastor Mark), “I feel like we’ve spent a lot of time on how hard this all is. It feels like Lent from last year never actually ended. I know it’s LENT… again - but what if we went with a lighter theme? Like the year all of the sermon titles were Journey songs or the time I used Hamilton lyrics in all of the sermons?”
It was a long text message… and then she waited… and she waited… and she waited… (it felt like FOREVER!)
but then a few seconds later, it was decided!
YES - we would still mark the Sundays of Lent with seasonally appropriate music and liturgy, BUT the sermons would be based on the top 8 Disney movies chosen by the congregation out of a field of 64, and we will
reveal them in a countdown just like we did the Christmas hymns that time.
Once the proclamation was read at the Meeting of the Zoom, there was much rejoicing and the congregation
and extended viewership of MPC online lived Happily Ever After.
>>>The End<<<
How to watch worship:
Go to the MPC website: mechpresby.org and scroll down to the middle of the page. Here you will see a
yellow rectangle that says “WATCH NOW”. Be sure to click on the full worship service, because there is
also a “SERMON ONLY” option. Want the bulletin? Click “NOTES.”
OR you can watch on Facebook on the “Mechanicsburg Presbyterian” page.
OR you can log into Zoom and watch with others: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7176970351
How to listen to worship:

Dial (toll free): 877-853-5247 or 888-788-0099
A voice will welcome you to Zoom and ask you to enter the meeting ID which is: 717-697-0351#
You should then be able to hear the worship service.
The line will be open on Sunday mornings beginning at 9:45am.

LENTEN TUESDAY EVENING PRAYER AT 7:30PM
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86551663078?pwd=MHkwcFFNR203QlErbmFsalFMSzB0Zz09
Meeting ID: 865 5166 3078
Passcode: PRAYER
Or dial the same toll free numbers listed above OR watch on Facebook
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Spring into Lent
Here, the winter is past;
the rains have come and gone.
Blossoms have appeared in the land;
the season of singing has arrived,
and the sound of the turtledove is heard in our land.
The green fruit is on the fig tree,
and the grapevines in bloom are fragrant.
-Song of Solomon 2:11-13a

As we begin March, we can sense the spring warmth around the corner. And not just warmth but more daylight, more
green, more bird songs, more life. And right now, we need more life. Spring means more outdoor time, more fresh air,
more opportunities to see one another. And right now, we need more connection.
And now we find ourselves in Lent. There has always been a weight to Lent. A heaviness, a burden as we work on and
remember whatever we have given up or taken up for this season. We pick up our crosses and begin our journey to Easter. But we forget some important things about Lent.
The word ‘lent’ simply means spring. There is no spiritual meaning or special meaning. It simply means spring, and yet,
spring itself is special and spiritual. But when we list the joys of spring: more sunshine, more songs, more growth, more
warmth, more life and rebirth. Would we use these same words to describe Lent?
And I get it; when you start the season with Ash Wednesday and end with Good Friday, it’s hard to think of Lent as all
sunshine and lemon drops. And it’s good for us to contemplate our mortality every now and again but living through and
losing loved ones in a pandemic is more than enough contemplation.
Perhaps this Lent we should focus on spring. Focus on new life, not only around us but within us. What gives you life?
Work on that. What brings you joy? Dedicate time to that. Let’s give up giving up. And let’s pick up grace, mercy, and
forgiveness. Not only for those around us but for ourselves.
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for
I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”
-Matthew 11:28-29
During Lent we traditionally pick up Jesus’ yoke or cross. But we forget to lay down our burdens. So, we stumble and
struggle we carry our own burdens along with our cross. Be kind to yourself, especially after the year we’ve had.
Peace and blessings to you,
~Rev. Mark Allio
P.S. Carrie wanted me to remind you all, as you are spending more time outside, to keep your eyes out for Lanternflies. Smash their eggs. And
reach out to the Department of Agriculture (both USDA and PDA). You can find out more information here: https://extension.psu.edu/
spotted-lanternfly
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March Youth Calendar
EVENT

DATE/TIME

Youth Read-Along – Zoom

Sun. 7th – 3pm

Great Youth Bake Off- sign up

Fri. 12th

Great Youth Bake Off - Assignment

Sat. 13th

Great Youth Bake Off – Video Sent

Sat. 20th

Zoom Game Night

Sun. 21st – 7pm

Great Youth Bake Off – Watch Party

Sun. 28th – 7pm

During this Lenten season, The
Thoughtful Christian class continues to
be in conversation about the church’s
role in racism and anti-racism. We are
reading Dr. Hart’s most recent work,
Who Will Be a Witness?. If you are interested in joining the class and/or obtaining a
copy of the book, let Pastor Kathryn or
Cathay Snyder know.

2021 per capita
One of the attributes of the Presbyterian
denomination is that we are a connectional church. Our Presbytery, Synod
and General Assembly connections provide us resources and support as well as
avenues to help others in times of need.
Every member is assessed a per capita
of $27.10 that goes towards these areas
of ministry and mission. We greatly appreciate our members contributing towards this per capita.
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Our selection for March is
Beartown by Fredrik Backman.
The story of a little town with
a big dream—and what it requires of that community to
make the dream come true.
Come join us on Zoom at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, March
23, to discuss Backman’s profound novel. Interested,
contact Terry Cornish, tjhc@aol.com for more infor-

Presby Peelers Coordinator Wanted
Do you have a heart for hands-on mission work?
Presby Peelers is a group of volunteers that process fruits
and vegetables for the residents of Cumberland Vista
House near Dillsburg. We have a great group of nearly
30 volunteers and are looking for someone to serve as
the coordinator.
If you are interested in volunteering or learning more
about the coordinator position, please contact Renee
Breen at 737-5739.

The folks at Cumberland Vista House are
truly grateful for the much needed 270
rolls of paper towels that were recently
donated during the recent drive. Thanks
to our MPC
members for your
generosity and the
volunteers to make
it all possible.

He Brews will meet on
Thursday, March 18th.
Untapped Conversationwill meet Thursday,
March 25th.
Both via Zoom. For more information, contact
Pastor Mark, mallio@mechpresby.org

Save the Date:
SPRING YARD CLEAN UP
Sunday, April 18th, 2021
RAIN DATE

Sunday, April 25th, 2021

Find us online!

Church Correspondence & Envelopes

www.mechpresby.org • Twitter:
@mechpresby • Facebook:
Mechanicsburg Presbyterian Church
or
Mechpresby Members and Friends

If you have been receiving a MPC newsletter by mail and would only
like them by email, please let Angie Stevens know so your information
can be updated!
Also, If you would no longer like to receive offering envelopes each
year please let Angie Stevens know at 717-697-0351 or by email at
astevens@mechpresby.org
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Vaccination Possibilities
Here are a few ways we’ve heard about to get an appointment for a COVID-19 vaccine. If you hear of others, please
let us know so we can pass the word along.
PENN STATE HERSHEY: You can call (1-844-774-8883) or use a link (https://vaccinescheduler.pennstatehealth.org/s/) to make an appointment.
THE MEETING HOUSE, CARLISLE: Email (vaccine@tmh.church) with the following information:
First/Last Name - Employer - Occupation - Phone Number - Email Address (if you do not have an email address,
use a family member's or indicate you do not have one) - Birth Date
VACCINE SITES TO CHECK THAT MAY HAVE OPENINGS
State site https://covid-19schedulinglink.as.me/vaccine
Rite-Aid https://www.riteaid.com/pharmacy/covid-qualifier
Walmart https://www.walmart.com/cp/1228302
CVS
https://www.cvs.com/immunizations/covid-19-vaccine
Weis
https://www.weismarkets.com/pharmacy-services

Session Notes—2/22/2021
•

We opened our meeting with the lighting of the Christ candle and prayer.

•

We approved Katie Chase to be a Commissioner to Presbytery meetings.

•

We approved the minutes from the 1/25/21 Session meeting an d the 1/31/21 Annual Meeting of
the congregation.

•

We reviewed the financial reports and received the report of the Clerk and Treasurer.

•

We approved Martin Luther King Jr. day as a paid holiday for church staff.

•

We discussed the Mission Committee budget and the discernment being done to determine where funds should
be used.

•

We discussed doing a better job of highlighting all of the mission that MPC members/committees are involved in.

•

We added two new members to the COVID-19 Task Force. Membership now includes: Dave Cox, Jim Honafius,
Kelli Scurfield, Nickie Shaddock, Rick Whitcomb, and Tim Wonder. The Sanctuary and bathroom renovations will
keep us out of the Sanctuary and building at least until May 2021.

•

Ruling Elders were given the assignment to watch a keynote presentation given by Dr. Jonathan Walto n at NEXT
Church 2018 in Baltimore (https://nextchurch.net/2018-national-gathering-keynote-jonathan-walton/). We had a
great discussion around the challenge of worshiping fully divine Messiah while also heeding the words and actions
of the fully human Jesus.

•

We discussed our own moral frameworks (what we use to help us make decisions) and what MPC’s moral framework might be for those on the outside looking in, and what is might be for us. What does a church living into its
moral framework look like?

•

Some words/phrases we used to express MPC’s moral framework: integrity, honesty, inclusive, loving, More People Caring, love for all, helping others, thoughtful

•

We carry our moral framework forward by: “being suspicious of praise,” listening to the community, paying attention to our blind spots, being honest, being communicative about what our moral framework is, taking risks, not
being ashamed, being thoughtful, focusing on justice and reconciliation, being respectful and understanding.

•

We’ll continue this conversation at our next meeting.

•

We gave thanks for one another, offered our prayers of intercession, shared our joys and concerns, and concluded
our worshipful work by committing to pray for one another and the church.
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Jesus said, I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in me, though
he die, yet shall he live, and whoever lives in me shall never die.

We extend our Christian love and sympathy to the families of:
Shirley Wickard, joined the Church Triumphant on January 27th, 2021
Donald Johnson, husband of Betty Johnson. Donald joined the Church
Triumphant on January 31st, 2021.
Betty Elliot joined the Church Triumphant in January 2021.
Pauline Pollock, joined the Church Triumphant on February 14th, 2021

Blessed are those that meet the Lord face to face.
The Reverend Kathryn Johnston, Senior Pastor/Head of Staff will mark 12 years of service to MPC, March 1. Please join
the Church Staff Committee in congratulating her and
extending thanks and appreciation for her service to MPC for her energetic teaching and preaching, and for her dedicated pastoral care and leadership.
I'd like to express my heartfelt thanks for the many prayers and caring messages in cards, emails and calls from my
church family during my recent illness of Covid and then my eye surgery. MPC is truly More People Caring! I am over
the Covid and recuperating from the eye surgery. Thank you for Caring, Grace House

Preschool Place: Love is love…
February is a month dedicated to LOVE. In addition to fun treats, exchanging Valentine’s cards, and
sparkly crafts, the children learn about the importance of friendship and what it means to be a friend.
They explore how to be kind and love one another, and to love one’s self. Building relationships is a big
part of preschool and a lifelong skill we all need. It is a joy to know that some friendships begin right here
at preschool, not just for the children, but for parents and families too.
After all of those sweet valentine treats, the children will learn about dental health and have a visit from the Tooth Fairy later
this month. How many teeth does you little one have? When should they start going to the dentist? All answers will be revealed by the Tooth Fairy and Flossy, her faithful companion.
Our Big Learners (Owls, Fish and Frog classes) will be having parent-teacher Zoom conferences in March. We love to talk
about the progress that the children make during the year at preschool!
Summertime!, our summer program, will be held from June 15th through July 15th.
This 5-week program is scheduled on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 9:00am to 12:00pm. It is open to children
who have turned age 3 before 1/1/2021, are completely potty trained, and have not yet completed First Grade. Registration
materials will be available in mid-March. Please contact me if you would like more details at 717-516-0216.
ALSO, registration for 2021-2022 is OPEN. Tell a friend!
Grace and Peace,
Mrs. Taylor

Be Safe, Kind & Happy
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
March 2021

MPC Mission Statement
The Mission of the Mechanicsburg Presbyterian Church is to glorify and serve God as a
community of believers, and to bring people into the transforming presence and power of
Jesus Christ through:
•

Worship – Worship expresses our love for God through praise, prayer and
proclamation.

•

Christian Education – Christian Education invites us to risk opening our minds to
transforming possibilities.

•

Christian Nurture – Christian nurture puts a human face on God’s Love.

•

Mission Calling – Our ministry to others sets our feet in Christ’s footprints.

•

Welcoming the Stranger – Welcoming everyone into a relationship with God, not
just into our building.

In order to be faithful to this Mission, we will be:
•

A welcoming, diverse and hospitable community of faith,

•

Committed to open communication within the community of faith, and

•

Willing to risk our time, talent and financial resources trusting in God’s faithfulness
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