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COVID RESPONSE 
On June 28, 2021 the Session of Mechanicsburg Presbyterian Church approved these recommendations 
from our COVID Task Force: 

• Indoor, in-person worship will no longer require masks to be worn by those who are fully             
vaccinated.  

• If you are not fully vaccinated, please wear a mask during worship. 

• Other than during worship, masks are not required 
to be worn. 

• There are no longer sign-ups for attending worship. 

• Please do your best to continue to follow physical 
distancing guidelines by using the pews labeled for 
the service you are attending.  

• There will be a section in the back of the Sanctuary 
for those who are more comfortable being around 
others who are wearing masks.  

• If you see someone wearing a mask, please extend 
the courtesy of offering to wear your mask as you approach. 

• We will continue holding abbreviated services at 8:15 & 11am.  

• At this time the nursery is not being re-opened, but children are always welcome in worship. 

• Children's programming: outdoors unmasked; indoors adults and children masked (Adults to be a 
good role model for the children).  

• Groups meeting in the building through the week can make their own decisions about mask wearing. 

• Families will decide about masking for weddings/funerals. 

• At this time we will continue the policy of no funeral luncheons or events with eating/drinking indoors. 

 

Watching Worship at Home 

Although we LOVE to see you in person, we know that there are many reasons why you 
may not be able to join us in the Sanctuary which is why we are so EXCITED to let you 

know about the opportunities to livestream the MPC Worship Services! 

You can watch us on the website: mechpresby.org then click “media” then “livestream” 

YouTube: Go to the “Mech Presby” channel 

Facebook: Go to the “Mechanicsburg Presbyterian page (facebook.com/mechpresby.org) 

The Cornerstone 
Mechanicsburg Presbyterian Church, Summer 2021 

300 E. Simpson St., Mechanicsburg, PA  17055 

717-697-0351 * mechpresby.org 
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Associate Pastor Search - What's Next? 

 

At our last meeting, Session met with Cheryl Galan (Executive Presbyter), and Lynn Phillips (member of Commis-
sion on Ministry), representatives from the Presbytery of Carlisle, to discuss what worked and what were some of 
the challenges with the previous Associate Pastor position and how we want to move forward. More on the spe-
cifics of that feedback a little bit further down. 
 

Our next step is NOT to form an Associate Pastor Nominating Committee (APNC) but instead to work on ques-
tions that will ultimately help us in the search including: 

• We last searched for another pastor in 2011, who are we now? 

• Who is the community we're seeking to serve with this position? 

• What does MPC value? 

• What are the needs of MPC's staffing model? 
 

A Transition Team is being formed RIGHT NOW - it will be a short-term assignment (again, it is NOT the Associate 
Pastor Nominating Committee) that will use resources provided by the Presbytery to discern what this position 
will look like. Once that decision is made, the Transition Team, via Session, asks the Commission on Ministry for 
permission to form an APNC. The Ministry Information Form, that lets candidates know about MPC and the job 
here, will be formed by using the information that the Transition Team gathers. PLEASE LET PASTOR KATHRYN 
KNOW IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE ON THE TRANSITION TEAM (kjohnston@mechpresby.org)! 
 

I know one of the questions we're asking is, "Does MPC need another pastor?" I agree that with attendance and 
membership trends combined with the GREAT UNKNOWN of coming out of a pandemic, that this is a question 
that should be asked. The transition time will be a time that we honestly look at our staffing model and budget to 
discern what the next steps should be. My personal opinion is that the current expectations of MPC's mission and 
ministry require another pastor on staff, but this will be a part of the transition conversation. 
 

Here are some of the highlights from our conversation with the Presbytery: 

What were some of the gifts in Pastor Mark's ministry? 

• Strong relationships with children and youth and their families/adults, too. 

• Leadership in small groups that reached outside the traditional church. 

• Strong messages and sermons. 

• “Easy-going” -- willing to try and fail and move forward. 

• Strength in technology... built capabilities within church and congregation that were essential during 
Covid. 

Why are you grateful to be a Ruling Elder at MPC? 

• “We are ‘on the same page’, as one.” Including good communications, mutual respect, say what needs 
to be said. 

• Team approach that allows the Session members to ‘feed off each other’. We work very well together.  

• Very strong Pastoral team that worked together and built on ‘what existed’—including ‘fun’ and en-
joyed working with each other 

 Continued on next page >>>>>      
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What are MPC's current challenges? 

• How to come through the Pandemic—getting everyone to come to church in person. What is this 'new 
world' going to look like? 

• Live stream should continue. 

• Shape and form a new ministry using tech, getting to know new names and families. 

Where is God at work in Mechanicsburg? 

Found new ways to connect...must continue. 

Grateful staff works well together. 

Confidence that “God is with this congregation”. 

We were ready for Tech before we needed it. 

Collaboration of ideas and Faith resilience. 
 

Friends, I hope you see how blessed we are at MPC with an absolutely faithful and resolute leadership team in 
both our Session and Deacons. Please continue to keep MPC in prayer during this time of transition, don’t hesi-
tate with any questions and suggestions,  and let me know if you'd like to be a part of the team! 

 

Peace be with you, 

 

 

 

At a congregational meeting on Zoom on July 11, 2021, the following motion was approved: 

 

The Session of Mechanicsburg Presbyterian Church moves that the Congregation of Mechanicsburg Presby-
terian Church grant its Session the authority to list and approve the sale of the Manse and property located at 

35 Oakwood Drive, Mechanicsburg, PA, with the understanding that the sale of this Manse/property (a) 
should be for no less than $210,000* (b) is subject to the approval of Carlisle Presbytery** (c) the proceeds are 

to go into the Shirley Lauver Fund.*** 

 

* 35 Oakwood was purchased for $199,999 and we expect it to sell for more than $210,000. However, we 
wanted to put a minimum in so that a potential buyer would not have to wait for another Session meeting 
and Congregational Meeting. 

 
** All property of a PCUSA church is technically the property of the Presbytery. Our Presbytery has author-
ized the Administration Committee to approve sales/purchases for $500,000 or less without going to a Pres-
bytery meeting so this approval should take only 24-48 hours. 

 
*** Session will be taking a longer term look at the use of these funds, but in the “in between” time they will 
be placed in the Shirley Lauver Fund.  
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NEXT 4TH @ 304 IS JULY 25TH—COME ON OUT, NO RSVP REQUIRED!!! 

 

Questions? Contact Pastor Kathryn, kjohnston@mechpresby.org or Cathay Snyder, C.E. Director, 
csnyder@mechpresby.org 

 

Would you like to be an usher at some time during the summer? 

 

It doesn't matter if  you've done it a million times before or if  this will be your first time, you'll receive 
all you need to know in an email a few days before the Sunday you sign up. 

 

All you have to do is sign up here: 

https://www.timetosignup.com/mpchurch/sheet/1314154 

OR  

Call the Church office  -  717-385-3514 

  

  

It's a great way to get involved, meet new people, and connect with your MPC family! 
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Join us on Sunday, August 29, as we celebrate the 
start of the new school year. Students of all ages are 
invited to bring their backpacks and receive a special 
blessing for the school year ahead. Teachers, adminis-
trators, and all others who work in schools, colleges, 
and universities bring your backpack or briefcases too! 
If you would prefer to receive a blessing outside, let us 
know!  

Preschool Place: Whew, it’s HOT! 

At this point in the summer, we are starting a transitional period at preschool. Our Summertime! 
program will come to an end and we will be gearing up for the start of school in September. I     

always have mixed feelings when I see the store shelves begin to stock up with folders, pencil boxes 
and backpacks. Those carefree days without a fixed schedule are soon coming to an end for children and families.     

Excitement about school days will begin to stir in our bellies and will be here before we know it. 

I’m happy to share that the 2 sessions of our Summertime! program were a big hit. Days were filled with themed crafts 
including footprint space rockets, firework paintings, and some fishy sand art. Bubbles and water play kept us cool    

during those grueling hot and humid days. However, I think all will agree that the best way to cool off is to enjoy an  
Ice-Pop or slice of watermelon. (Oh, how I wanted to teach the children how to spit the seeds. But, I refrained, as that 

would not be an example of good manners.) 

We will soon begin preparations for the start of preschool for our little learners. Rooms will be organized, supplies will 
be inventoried and ordered, and creative curriculum ideas will be reviewed. Looking ahead to another preschool year is 

both refreshing and familiar. We cannot wait to see old friends and make new ones too. Please tell your friends and 
neighbors about MPC’s terrific program. We still have a few openings in our Younger Toddler class too. 

Grace and Peace, 

Mrs. Taylor 
Be Safe, Kind & Happy 

 
Playful Beginnings Staffing Opportunities If you, or someone you know, would like to be an occasional substitute 

or Assistant Teacher, please contact Karen Taylor for details at playfulbeginnings.mpc@gmail.com or 717-516-0216. We 
are always in need of responsible and enthusiastic substitute teachers. It is rewarding and just plain fun to spend a day 

with 2 ½ to 5-year-olds. We also have an opening for an Assistant Teacher as we are adding a class back into our      
program this year. Tell a friend:)  

Hey Senior High Students! 
(rising 9th graders & graduating Seniors) 

Save the Date! 
 

A new venue (Indiana Convention Center)
and a focus on Matthew 25  

 
MORE INFO COMING SOON! 
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Thursday, August 26 
 

7 PM 
 

Hemauer Brewing Co. 
 
 
 
 

Join us for some lively conversation and libations! Hemauer’s 
taproom is located in the same complex as the Peppermill Res-
taurant, 1010 Wesley Drive, Mechanicsburg. Questions? Contact 
Cathay Snyder, csnyder@mechpresby.org  

Compassion Camp: Changing the World with  

 

 

 

It’s Not too Late! Go to mechpresby.org & Register! 

 

Thanks to all who have donated supplies! We could still use Painters Tape, wooden dowels (craft size—12 inch 

long and 3/16 in diameter), wax paper, and glue sticks. 

 

Any questions? Contact Cathay Snyder, csnyder@mechpresby.org or 717-697-0351  

Pick-A-Number 
Youth Fundraiser 

Continues! 
 

Although this fundraiser may have began before the pan-
demic and the closing of the church building, it continues 

on as there are still plenty of envelopes to choose from! 
How does it work? 

 

Step 1: Pick an envelope off of the bulletin board found in the 
Gathering Area. 
 

Step 2: Take out postcard to keep 
 

Step 3: Place donation in the envelope with the amount match-
ing the number (though you may increase it). 
 

Step 4: Give envelope to Cathay Snyder, CE Director or drop in 
collection plate or to the Church office. Thanks! 

July 26-30, 2021 

9-11:30 am 
In-person + Online + At-home  
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                                                DRIVE THRU ONLY 
                                                 PEACH FESTIVAL 

Presbyterian Women will be holding their annual Peach Festival on  
Saturday, August 21, 2021 from 1-3 pm.  

It will be a drive thru only set up this year in the church parking lot. We will be selling our homemade chicken corn 
soup and peach crumb pies. Cost per quart of soup is $7 and cost of whole pies is $10. 

Some pre help will still be needed so if you are willing to volunteer to peel and slice peaches on Friday, August 20th or 
cut up cooked chicken on Tuesday, August 17th please contact Pat Heintzelman at (717) 802-2880. 

Thank you in advance for your continued support of  Presbyterian Women and their missions. 

 

 

“Backpack Bonanza and School Supplies” 
Helping Kids in Need Succeed 

July 25th – August 15th 

As kids are returning to school in September, we want them to feel prepared, confident, and equipped for a successful 
2021-2022 school year. The Board of Deacons is sponsoring a “Backpack Bonanza and School Supplies” campaign 
to support fifty families at Stop the Violence, Harrisburg, so their children can start the year on an equal footing with 
their peers! 

How You Can Help: 

* Purchase a new backpack and/or school supplies using the list below: 

BACKPACKS: For ages 6 to 11 years old (grades K5 to 5th grade) 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES NEEDED: 

Spiral notebooks, 2-pocket folders, small hand sanitizer 

3x5 index cards, notebooks, paper, erasers 

Rulers, pencils 

* Donate a monetary contribution (checks payable to MPC; ‘school supplies’ written in the note) 

* Assemble a backpack with the school supplies listed above. 

Donated items can be dropped off in the “School Supplies” bins in the Gathering Area from July 25th through August 
15th during regular office hours, Monday – Thursday & also on Sunday during in-person worship. 

Every new backpack filled with supplies will help the children at Stop the Violence focus on their studies and be ready 
to learn. 

If you have any questions, contact Joanne Neimer, jpneimer@gmail.com. 
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“ I am starving” we say as we sit down at Cracker Barrel and dig 
into a full plate of food. If we really thought about the import of 
those words, we would never say them. We are not starving when 
we are late in eating dinner. Starvation is real and it is ugly. You 

have seen the pictures of children with distended bellies, thinning 
hair, with arms and legs like sticks.  

Today more than 690,000,000 people worldwide go hungry.   
After steadily declining for a decade, world hunger is on the rise, 

affecting 8.9 percent of people globally. We usually think of    
Sub-Saharan Africa when we think of hunger, but the United 
States Department of Agriculture reports that 12.3 percent of 

American households remain food insecure – meaning that 1 in 8 
households in the United States had difficulty at some time    

during the year in providing enough food for all their members . 
In Mechanicsburg, the schools supply breakfast and lunch that 

for many children is their main food source for the day. This year 
on October 17, tens of thousands of people will walk in the 

CROP Walk to bring attention and much needed funds to the 
problem of hunger in our community and around the world. In 
the past MPC showed Mechanicsburg how to show up and be 

counted.  
We won the participation banner for several consecutive years. 

Lately, we have fallen back. I would like to see that banner hang-
ing in our building once again. To this end, I will be in the    

gathering area, in the sanctuary, and in the parking lot talking to 
you all about CROP. Let’s get out there, MPC and show        

Mechanicsburg how much we care.  
Mark your calendars for October17, and watch the Cornerstone 

for further information.  

PROTECT YOUR COVID - 19 VACCINATION CARD 

We should not laminate our original COVID-19 Vaccina-

tion Card, BUT if you are interested in hav-

ing it copied and then have the copy lami-

nated, please bring your card to the Church 

Office and Angela Stevens will take care of 

it for you! 

MPC Book Club is back 
meeting in person!  

Our July selection is Women in 
Sunlight by Frances Mayes. It 
is the story of four American 
strangers who share an excep-
tional year in Italy, bonding 
over the rich food, culture 

and famous cities.  Join us at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, July 27 in 
the library to discuss this novel by the author of Under the 
Tuscan Sun.  

Our August selection is James Baldwin’s 1953 semi-
autobiographical novel, Go Tell It on the Mountain. Set in 
1930’s Harlem, it tells the story of John Grimes, an intelli-
gent teenager and his relationship with his family and his 
church. We’ll meet on Tuesday, August 24 at 7 p.m. in 
the library to discuss this classic work. 
 

Interested? Contact Terry Cornish, tjhc@aol.com for more 
information. 

 
Going forward, the church has invested in     

seasonal silk flower bouquets for the two gold 
vases at the front of the sanctuary, replacing the 

weekly sponsored fresh flowers. 
  

If you wish, you may still memorialize a loved one or special 
occasion with a cut flower arrangement for display in MPC’s 

sanctuary as follows: 

• Order direct: 

 Contact Royer’s Flowers Carlisle store at 717-241-6100; 

 Deadline is Wednesday before the Sunday you want; 

 You pay Royer’s when placing the order; 

 Royer’s will deliver the arrangement to MPC. 

• Contact MPC with wording for the Bulletin: 

 Call Angela Stevens at the church office 717-697-0351; 

 Deadline is Tuesday before the Sunday. 
Please take the arrangement with you after Sunday service. 

Thank you for your past sponsorship. 

 
Joy Stitchers and Love Quilters 

will return to meetings in          
September at Gail McVitty's 

house.   
 

Love Quilters will meet on        
September 13th from 1pm -3pm.   

 
Joy Stitchers will meet on September 20th from 9:30am - 

11am.  All are invited, returning and new members. 
 

Please give Gail McVitty information on congregational 
babies born in the last year and a half for baby quilts.  In-
clude; Parents' names, the baby full name, and the baby's 

date of birth.  Thank you. 
 

For information and answers, contact Gail McVitty at 
gmcvitty@verizon.net. 
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Richard & Kay McDonald celebrated their 65th Wedding Anniversary on June 2nd, 
2021. Congratulations! 

 

Congratulations to Jim & Erica (Koser) Wible on the arrival of their twins, Addison 
Rose and Collin Dean, born June 7th, 2021. All are doing well. 

 

We extend our sympathy to the  Pauline Buchanan on the death of her sister, Jean 
Graybill on May 25th, 2021. Blessed are those who see the Lord face to face. 

 

We extend our sympathy to the Hulihan Family on the death of Chris Hulihan’s Father, Earl Hulihan on June 2nd, 
2021. Blessed are those who see the Lord face to face. 

 

We extend our sympathy to Barbara, Matthew (Holly), Marc (Jodi), Aiden, Evan, and Payton on the death of their 
husband, father and grandfather, Craig Fawber on June 4th, 2021. Blessed are those who see the Lord face to face. 

 

Congratulations to Kyle DiRaddo and Shannon Smith who were married on June 5th, 2021. Kyle’s mother is Eileen 
House. 

 
Heartfelt thanks for all of the cards, prayers, phone calls, etc. extended to me on the passing of my mother. All were 
greatly appreciated.  David Cox 

 
MPC Friends, A mere thank you seems inadequate for the joy you brought this centenarian on her 101st birthday on 
June 30th. Your beautiful cards with lovely sentiments and personal messages have given me hours of cheer and brought 
back may precious memories. My cup truly runneth over. Without the love of God shared one with another, life would 
pass as an empty shell. I thank you with my mind, heart and soul and thank God for each and everyone as you spread the 
joy of life to one another. In His Holy name, Amen!  Jo Grable 

 

Sincere thanks for all the cards, flowers, calls, visits, food and other acts of kindness shown to our family at the death of 
Craig. A wonderful husband, father, and grandfather. Your thoughtfulness has brought us comfort. Barbara Fawber 
and Family 

 
The Memorial Service for Samuel Harvey will be at Mechanicsburg Presbyterian Church on Saturday, September 4th, 
2021 at 2:00 pm.  

 
Karen Taylor, Director of Playful Beginnings Preschool, will celebrate five years of service on August 15. Please join the 
Church Staff Committee in congratulating her and extending its thanks and appreciation for her service to MPC with 
special appreciation for providing a loving Christian setting where children have the opportunity to grow and learn. 
 

Cathay Snyder, Christian Education Director, will celebrate four years of service on August 28. Please join the Church 
Staff Committee in congratulating her and extending its thanks and appreciation for her service to MPC with special ap-
preciation for her devotion in planning and implementing a wide range of Christian Educational opportunities. 
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Find us online! 
www.mechpresby.org • Twitter: 

@mechpresby • Facebook:                   
Mechanicsburg Presbyterian Church                                 

or  

Mechpresby Members and Friends 

Church Correspondence & Envelopes 

If you have been receiving a MPC newsletter by mail and would 
only like them by email, please let Angie Stevens know so your 

information can be updated! 

Also, If you would no longer like to receive offering envelopes 
each year please let Angie Stevens know at 717-697-0351 or by 

email at   astevens@mechpresby.org 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Summer 2021 

The Mission of the Mechanicsburg Presbyterian Church is to glorify and serve God as a   
community of believers, and to bring people into the transforming presence and power of 
Jesus Christ through: 

• Worship – Worship expresses our love for God through praise, prayer and  
          proclamation.      
     

• Christian Education – Christian Education invites us to risk opening our minds to 
                                                transforming possibilities. 

• Christian Nurture – Christian nurture puts a human face on God’s Love. 

• Mission Calling – Our ministry to others sets our feet in Christ’s footprints. 

• Welcoming the Stranger – Welcoming everyone into a relationship with God, not                   
                         just into our building. 

    In order to be faithful to this Mission, we will be:  

• A welcoming, diverse and hospitable community of faith, 

• Committed to open communication within the community of faith, and 

• Willing to risk our time, talent and financial resources trusting in God’s faithfulness 

MPC Mission Statement 


