
S T .  J O H N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  –  N O R M A N

MMXX: 7 :  July :  2020

Holy Eucharist

SUNDAY

Suspended until 
further notice

TUESDAY

Suspended until 
further notice

Evening Prayer

Suspended until 
further notice

Inside   

Virtual Worship

Survey News

Online Bible Study

Book Review

 

Scattered Church, Still
Dear Parish Family,

These days, I drive back and forth 
from my home in Guthrie to St. 
John’s about once a week or so. I 
know this stretch of Interstate 35 
very well. I pull onto the highway, 
and soon I am passing the Edmond 
exits. Then the Kilpatrick and Turner 
Turnpikes. The northwest Oklahoma 
City suburbs, downtown, I-44 and 
I-40, south OKC, I-240, Moore, the 
first road signs for Norman, and 
finally, Main Street, where I leave 
the highway to head for St. John’s. 
Then, a few hours later, the same 
thing in reverse.

Especially if I am tired headed home, 
I tick off the waypoints. NW 23rd. 
Wilshire. Memorial Road. Waterloo. 
Not much further.

This is how we, living in the world of 
thought we have inherited from 
European  civilization, think of time. 
We move forward into the future, as 
on a highway. The past is behind us, 
like all of those numbered exits we 
have passed.

The Hebrew thought world was very 
different. The past was in front of 
you.You could see it. You could 

examine it and learn from it. You 
could know and understand it. It was 
the future that was behind you. It 
was invisible, unknowable. You 
could only guess at what might be 
waiting in that dark and unseen 
region. There were no maps, no 
guides. You could only wait until it 
came into view.

So—here we are as a parish 
community. We cannot know, at 
least in any detail, what  future lies 
“behind” us. We had hoped to begin 
gathering for worship next Sunday. 
That is not to be. We move forward, 
as best we know how, in a search for 
a new rector, but the detailed plans 
of a few months ago are derailed.

Yet we move into this mysterious 
darkness in the faith of “the 
assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not 
seen” (Hebrews 11:1). We hold each 
other up, even as we are apart. We 
unite in the bonds of Christ’s 
overwhelmingly love that we share.

Back to the Future. We’ll get there.

The Rev. John Borrego
Priest at St. John’s
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THE LESSONS
Lectionary Year A

JULY 5
Fifth Sunday after 
Pentecost 
Genesis 24:34-38, 
42-49, 58-67
Psalm 45: 11-18
Romans 7:15-25a
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

JULY 12
Sixth Sunday after 
Pentecost
Genesis 25:19-34
Psalm 119:105-112
Romans 8:1-11
Matthew 13:1-9,18-23

JULY 19
Seventh Sunday after 
Pentecost
Genesis 28:10-19a
Psalm 139: 1-11, 22-23
Romans 8:12-25
Matthew 13:24-30,
36-43

JULY 26
Eighth Sunday after 
Pentecost 
Genesis 29:15-28
Psalm 105:1-11, 45b
Romans 8:26-39
Matthew 13:31-33,
44-52

 

 

ST. JOHN’S WILL NOT BE REOPENING FOR PUBLIC WORSHIP 
ON JULY 5, AS WE HAD PLANNED.

Your vestry has determined that it is not yet safe to return to our Sunday 
gatherings, even with the many precautions that we were planning. In early 
June when we chose the date, we had hoped that the numbers of infected 
persons in Oklahoma would be trending downward by that time. Instead, we 
have had the highest number of reported diagnoses and hospitalizations 
since the beginning of the pandemic in the last week.
We are as frustrated and disappointed as you are about this decision. We 
will continue to monitor public health trends and information from our 
bishops and the diocese’s leadership. The Oklahoma County Health 
Department has identified gatherings of faith communities as one of the 
most likely sources of transmission of the coronavirus. We will not be setting 
a date for reopening at this time, but we will keep you all informed of our 
plans.
So—we continue to be the Scattered Church instead of the Gathered Church 
for now. We are the seeds, planted by the hand of God to grow wherever we 
find ourselves, living as citizens of the Realm of God. Take care of yourselves 
and be safe, and pray for our church family.
 
Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings with your most gracious favor,
And further us with your continual help;
That in all our works begun, continued, and ended in you,
We may glorify your holy Name,
And finally, by your mercy, obtain everlasting life;
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
 
In Christ’s abiding love,
Stephanie Abla, Senior Warden
 Father John Borrego, Interim Priest

"Knit" night will continue online in July. We invite you to 
join us 1st and 3rd Thursday evenings --July 2 and July 16 - at 
8 pm. Projects are optional. Meet us via Zoom using the same 
link as for Sunday Morning Prayer:

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73026652111?
pwd=WEhxVUNKc2dUWHJXaGRWNlRGdHRLUT09

Meeting ID: 730 2665 2111
Password: 003527  

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73026652111?pwd%3DWEhxVUNKc2dUWHJXaGRWNlRGdHRLUT09&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw3IcykuNWw1mCgvWssBvzbU
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73026652111?pwd%3DWEhxVUNKc2dUWHJXaGRWNlRGdHRLUT09&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw3IcykuNWw1mCgvWssBvzbU
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PASTORAL CARE

The church is committed 
to the well being of its 
members through caring 
relationships and kind 
actions. The Pastoral 
Care committee and St. 
John’s staff are placing 
calls to check on our 
parishioners during 
COVID-19. Fr. Borrego is 
also available for 
pastoral care via phone 
or email. If you or 
someone you know 
needs care from the 
Pastoral Care 
committee, please 
contact the church office 
at 321-3020, or staff@
episcopalnorman.org. 

Online Church Service Options 
As our isolation from church and our church family continues, it is 
important to find ways to stay connected. Here are a few St. John’s-
specific opportunities:  

Fr. Borrego’s YouTube channel: Our own Fr. Borrego has been 
offering comforting prayer via his YouTube channel. The videos are 
available on the St. John’s website. Grab your Book of Common 
Prayer and follow along at https://episcopalnorman.org/Worship/
youtube-videos.html

Adult Sunday School: The adult Sunday School class has been 
meeting via Zoom for the informal fellowship. The next meeting will 
be July 12. All are welcome to pop in between 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
Send your email or contact info to Owen Mills (owen.mills@att.net) 
or Anne Hutchison (almhutchison@gmail.com) to receive info for 
logging in. 

St. John’s Morning Prayer: please join us via Zoom for morning 
prayer on Sunday mornings at 11:00 AM (every Sunday until church 
opens back up).  This lay led service takes about 20-30 minutes and 
is a great opportunity for group prayer,  practice of our liturgies, and 
meditation on the lectionary readings.  To join the meeting, just click 
the link below from your computer, smartphone, or tablet.  If you are 
using a smartphone or tablet, download the free Zoom app from your 
device's app store.  If you have questions about this service or about 
how to use Zoom, please contact Shannon Conley at 
la.emperatriz@gmail.com.

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73026652111?
pwd=WEhxVUNKc2dUWHJXaGRWNlRGdHRLUT09

Meeting ID: 730 2665 2111
Password: 003527  
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Online Giving
Many of you have 
recently taken 
advantage of the 
ease of making 
pledge payments 
online. If you are 
interested in doing so 
as well, go to 
episcopalnorman.org 
and click on the 
DONATE button in the 
upper left corner. 
There is a simple form 
to complete; be sure 
to also complete the 
memo with what the 
donation is for. You 
can use this to pay for 
altar flowers, make 
memorial donations, 
etc. We use a secure 
program facilitated by 
our bank. Questions? 
Contact the office at 
321-3020. 

The Wednesday evening Bible discussions on Zoom will 
continue delving into the books of Luke and Acts. Deacon 
James Tyree moderates the discussions on Zoom from 7 to 8 
p.m. Wednesdays.

The Luke-Acts theme will last 13 weeks, through the end of 
August. We will delve into these two books as one course 
because The Gospel According to Luke and The Acts of the 
Apostles were originally two parts of a single book.

You are warmly invited to join us for lively and thoughtful 
discussion once, a few times, or all 13 weeks, whatever your 
schedule and interest allow. The Zoom information for this 
series follows below:

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85105659121?
pwd=U0IvNi9sTXJPRkUwRUErSFlHQzZMdz09

Online Bible Study Continues Luke/Acts

VESTRY

Stephanie Abla
SENIOR WARDEN

Pat Welch
JUNIOR WARDEN

 Martha White 

Chuck Palm

Greg Taylor

Lisa Schade

Andy Hughes

Robert Finley

Susie Laird

Jona Kay Steed

George Elassal

Good news! The parish survey has been extended to JULY 10.  All St. 
John’s parishioners age 16+ are encouraged to take part so your voice can 
be heard on your priorities for our Rector search.  Please can log on directly 
at:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/stjohnsnormanok 

to take the survey. Please contact the church office if for any reason you 
cannot take the survey online. This is a very important part of discerning 
the future direction of our church community.

Parish Survey Extended!
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VESTRY

Stephanie Abla
SENIOR WARDEN

Pat Welch
JUNIOR WARDEN

 Martha White 

Chuck Palm

Greg Taylor
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Andy Hughes

Robert Finley

Susie Laird

Jona Kay Steed

George Elassal

DISMANTLING RACISM AS A CHRISTIAN LIFE-PRACTICE
Catherine Meeks, ed., Living into God’s Dream: Dismantling Racism in America. New 
York: Morehouse, 2016. Available in paperback for less than $20 and as ebook for less than $10.

How to respond to recent national events?  We try to live by Jesus’s commandments to love God and 
neighbors and to befriend one another, as our Baptismal Covenant calls us:  To resist evil and repent our own. 
To seek and serve Christ in all persons. To strive for justice and peace among all people. And to respect the 
dignity of every human being.  In Washington, DC, National Cathedral has projected BLACK LIVES MATTER 
onto its façade, and St. John’s Episcopal Church on Lafayette Square has hosted interfaith ministries for racial 
and economic justice.  What now from us?

Living into God’s Dream teaches practical wisdom for such quandaries.  This book’s nine essays 
express different perspectives on a shared view of Dismantling Racism in America. Folks may assume 
dismantling racism is “political,” not religious work. But these authors argue it does require hard spiritual work. 
Their mentor, African-American theologian Howard Thurman, has asserted that “religion might be the only 
hope for a world torn apart by hate and violence.”(p.12) A joyful and painful pilgrimage, dismantling racism 
requires conversion to discipleship in costly (not cheap) grace. The book’s eight diverse Christian (including 
Episcopal) authors are ordained clergy, spiritual directors, social workers, theologians, psychologists, lay 
ministers, and professors—Black, White, Jewish-born, and one confessed “Spoiled White Guy.” Their lifetime 
practice of reconciliation combines deep disciplined inner work with courageous outer work, personal and 
public, by both Whites and people of color. 

The essays testify of work toward God’s dream of Beloved Community: Altering habits and priorities to 
seek and sustain relationships, inter-racially. Listening. Engaging conversations. Risking vulnerability. 
Committing to meet. Immersing in different cultures, empathizing with them. Finding common ground, 
celebrating differences. Facing the past, testifying. Cultivating compassion. Recognizing and examining 
racism, “othering,” stereotypes, “micro-aggressions,” racial and spiritual identities. Observing where racial 
harmony happens. Myth-busting, debunking colorblindness, letting go of false selves. Seeing mistakes, 
choosing to change. Claiming spiritual selfhood and holy land, safe and sacred spaces. Pursuing spiritual 
direction, retreats, silence, centering prayer, meditation, self-examination, forgiveness, stories and story 
circles, songs, arts, fitness and health. Leaning into the Light within. Necessary outer work for racial justice 
depends upon such inner work.

In 2018-2019, the University of the South’s School of Theology at Sewanee included this book in its 
Education for Ministry program for Episcopal parishioners, including ours. Helpful for church groups generally, 
not just EfM, it lists questions for reflection on each essay. Editor Dr. Catherine Meeks, who authored Standing 
on Their Shoulders: A Celebration of the Wisdom of African American Women and chairs the Beloved 
Community Commission for Dismantling Racism for the Episcopal Diocese of Atlanta, invites readers to recall 
our first awareness of race or racial differences, what we felt, and our racial learning in childhood. But not to 
stop there! Living into God’s Dream is only an introduction to dismantling racism as a Christian life-practice. 
Meeks recommends resources for further conversations, film and book studies, self-education, and strategic 
leadership for raising awareness within churches, secular institutions, and community organizations. 

—Reviewed by Susan Laird

FROM ST. JOHN’S LIBRARY
This monthly column in Evangel features short reviews of books from the parish library as well as Episcopal Church 
Publishing and cathedral stores, and the Education for Ministry program at Sewanee, or books recommended by our 
rector. Books reviewed need not be brand-new, but should serve the purpose of expanding our learning resources 
for spiritual growth—perhaps also introducing texts for study by parish groups and Sunday School classes. To 
participate in this educational lay ministry, contact parish librarian Anne Harris anneharris636@gmail.com or Susan 
Laird susielaird@icloud.com, or Evangel editor Merrie Beard merrie@episcopalnorman.org. Submission deadline: 
third Sunday of each month, about 200-500 words.

mailto:anneharris636@gmail.com
mailto:susielaird@icloud.com
mailto:merrie@episcopalnorman.org


Source: https://www.crayola.com/free-coloring-pages/print/ornate-dove-coloring-page/
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Tuesdays   
10 a.m., The Holy Eucharist – chapel
10:30 a.m., Bible study – library
6:00 p.m., Boy Scouts 
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6:00 p.m., Evening Prayer– chapel

Thursdays 
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staff@episcopalnorman.org  •  www.episcopalnorman.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

COMING UP AT ST. JOHN’S
.

> Keep up with the news of the diocese at:  
www.episcopaloklahoma.org
> Connect with the wider Episcopal Church:
at episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens

Due to COVID-19 virus, all services and activities have been 
suspended until further notice. 

The church office will remain closed, but staff are checking email 
and voicemails daily. Please contact us at 321-3020 or 

staff@episcopalnorman.org.
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