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The Building of Hope

The Basilica Landmark is honored to report an amazing year of accomplishments thanks to the
support of our donors. The projects completed this year are crucial to our mission to preserve,
restore, and advance the historic Basilica of Saint Mary for all generations. The projects and
award highlighted in this report would not have been possible without the support of our
donors. We look forward to the coming year and all that we will accomplish together.
Kristian Mauel Nguyen
Executive Director
The Basilica Landmark

Accessibility Improvements

The Basilica Landmark continually strives to make the church and campus facilities
accessible to parishioners and visitors. By working closely with The Basilica’s
Disability Awareness Committee, we are able to identify and remove barriers,
making the campus welcoming to all.
The 2017 Landmark Ball Fund-a-Need successfully raised $125,000 for accessibility
improvements throughout the campus. Push pad automatic door openers were
added to the church center-east bronze doors, weighing over 300 pounds each. The
doors are the closest entrance to the designated accessible parking lot. Automatic
door openers were also added to the lower level restroom doors, plus an additional
accessible restroom was added to the Rectory’s lower level.

Church Exterior Tuck-pointing

Every year The Basilica Landmark must make crucial repairs to
the Church exterior granite stones’ mortar joints loosened by the
freeze and thaw cycles. Tuck-pointing repairs the mortar joints
to prevent moisture penetration to keep the interior dry and to
stabilize the historic structure.
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Storage Garage

The Basilica Landmark completed a new storage garage for
seasonal equipment. Previously, summer lawn mowers and
winter snow blowers had to be rotated to an off-site storage
garage due to limited space. The new garage makes it easier
and more efficient for staff and volunteer maintenance teams
to access equipment to keep The Basilica campus safe and
beautiful all year-round.

Minneapolis Building Energy Challenge Award

As a result of several years of significant renovations and capital investments made
possible by The Basilica Landmark donors, the City of Minneapolis awarded The
Basilica of Saint Mary a 2017 Building Energy Performance Award for outstanding
energy reduction. The Landmark works with The Basilica’s volunteer Facilities
Assessment and Ecological committees to care for our historic buildings, identify
energy savings solutions, and meet our ecological goals.
The energy saving improvements for over the past three years include:
• Replacing the three original 1913 boilers with new more efficient equipment.
• Renovating the Rectory and School buildings with central air conditioning to
replace 35 window units.
• Updating to LED lighting throughout the campus interior and exterior including
the bell towers, Church sanctuary, and lower level.
These improvements have resulted in a 21% energy use reduction that has lowered our
energy costs and improved our energy efficiency.
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Dave Laurent, Director of Buildings and
Grounds accepted the award along with Peter
Crain from The Basilica Landmark Board and
Facilities Assessment committee, and Dennis
Dillon from the Ecological committee.

