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Our Shelter

2018 marks an important milestone in
the restoration of The Basilica Landmark.
This past year, exterior tuck-pointing was
completed on The Basilica dome—reaching
over 138 feet in the air. Throughout the
past 25-years tuck-pointing repairs have
been made to various sections of the church
exterior. Annual tuck-pointing mitigates and
prevents future structural damage.
Restoration and mason crews worked everyday, from May to September, to repair each
mortar line around the beautiful white
granite stones on the dome. These stones
were originally placed in 1908 and provide
the structural support for the pinnacle
copper dome.
The process started by installing a
construction elevator on the east side of the
church to bring all of the equipment, people,
and materials to the top of the structure. The
scaffolding was secured to the side of the
church for the crews to work on each of the
four sides of the dome.
The tuck-pointing process is slow and
meticulous work to drill out each old mortar
joint and replace it with new mortar. Crews
can not work on the scaffolding in highwinds or other extreme weather conditions.
Crews report back all of the items they
discover between the stones, including trees
growing in cracks, and dirt and trash that
has worked its way in over the years.
These crucial tuck-pointing repairs will
prevent moisture from seeping in to uphold
the structural integrity of The Basilica of
Saint Mary and preserve it as our shelter for
generations to come.
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Thank you to our donors
for the amazing support,
making it possible for us
to carry out our mission
to preserve, restore, and
advance the historic
Basilica of Saint Mary for
all generations.
The projects completed this year are
valuable investments in the future of our
Basilica home. We are honored to report an
exceptional year of projects and look forward
to our work together in 2019.

Interior Dome LED Lighting

The 2018 The Basilica Landmark Fund-a-Need project was designated
to update the interior dome lighting to energy efficient LED lights.

Kristian Mauel Nguyen
Executive Director
The Basilica Landmark

The new LED lighting will use approximately 5,220 watts at a rate of
$0.52 per hour and will reduce our energy use by 82%. The new lights
will qualify for a $45,000 rebate from Xcel Energy and will provide
an estimated savings of $30,000 per year—that will be reinvested in
programs and ministries.

Campus Improvements

This project involves replacing the entire light fixture and electrical
wiring to update each 1,000 watt bulb and is scheduled to be completed
by the end of the year. This project is part of moving the entire Basilica
campus to LED lighting to continually improve our energy efficiency.

Throughout the year a number of other
campus improvements were completed.
Continually maintaining and improving our
campus is crucial to our mission.
• Lower level kitchen: plumbing and
drainage updates, new flooring, sinks,
cabinets, and refrigerators
• Lower level electrical and lighting updates
• Cowley parking lot: repaving and line
striping
• Rectory garage door: new frame and door
• West side sidewalk: cleaning and repairs
next to highway sound wall
• Church sound system: new sound board
and equipment updates
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