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1. Words that are consistent with this seventh fruit of the Spirit are, standing fast or steadfastness, 
loyal, devoted, tried, constant, reliable, unwavering, trustworthy, dependable, resolute, honest, 
punctual, and steady.  

 
A. So what do we endure? 

 

i. Small beginnings 
 

Luke 16:10-12 (NKJV) 
He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much; and he who is unjust in what is 
least is unjust also in much. 11 Therefore if you have not been faithful in the unrighteous 
mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches? 12 And if you have not been faithful 
in what is another man’s, who will give you what is your own? 
 

ii. Waiting patiently in faith for the thing we cannot see yet.  
 

2 Corinthians 5:7 (NKJV) 
For we walk by faith, not by sight.  
 

iii. The humility to receive correction and restoration.  
 

1 John 1:9 (NKJV)  
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 
 

iv. Persecution  
 

Matthew 26:52-54 (NKJV) 
But Jesus said to him, “Put your sword in its place, for all who take the sword will perish by 
the sword. 53 Or do you think that I cannot now pray to My Father, and He will provide Me 
with more than twelve legions of angels? 54 How then could the Scriptures be fulfilled, that 
it must happen thus?” 
 

v. The shade makers or Haters 
 

Matthew 10:22 (NKJV) 
And you will be hated by all for My name’s sake. But he who endures to the end will be 
saved. 

 

B. Faith and Faithfulness are linked. 
 

i. Faith = is foundational to all that we believe and act upon.  
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ii. Faithfulness is the mechanics of our belief system, it is how we work it out.  
 

James 2:14-26 (NLT) 
What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but don’t show it by your 
actions? Can that kind of faith save anyone? 15 Suppose you see a brother or sister who has 
no food or clothing, 16 and you say, “Good-bye and have a good day; stay warm and eat 
well”—but then you don’t give that person any food or clothing. What good does that do? 
17 So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it is dead and useless. 
18 Now someone may argue, “Some people have faith; others have good deeds.” But I say, 
“How can you show me your faith if you don’t have good deeds? I will show you my faith by 
my good deeds.” 19 You say you have faith, for you believe that there is one God.[a] Good for 
you! Even the demons believe this, and they tremble in terror. 20 How foolish! Can’t you see 
that faith without good deeds is useless? 21 Don’t you remember that our ancestor Abraham 
was shown to be right with God by his actions when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 
22 You see, his faith and his actions worked together. His actions made his faith complete. 
23 And so it happened just as the Scriptures say: “Abraham believed God, and God counted 
him as righteous because of his faith.”[b] He was even called the friend of God.[c] 24 So you 
see, we are shown to be right with God by what we do, not by faith alone. 25 Rahab the 
prostitute is another example. She was shown to be right with God by her actions when she 
hid those messengers and sent them safely away by a different road. 26 Just as the body is 
dead without breath,[d] so also faith is dead without good works. 

 

2. The foundation for faithfulness. 
 

Hebrews 11:1-40 (NKJV) 
Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 2 For by it the elders 
obtained a good testimony. 3 By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, 
so that the things which are seen were not made of things which are visible. 4 By faith Abel offered to 
God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained witness that he was righteous, 
God testifying of his gifts; and through it he being dead still speaks. 5 By faith Enoch was taken away 
so that he did not see death, “and was not found, because God had taken him”;  for before he was 
taken he had this testimony, that he pleased God. 6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for 
he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek 
Him. 7 By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared 
an ark for the saving of his household, by which he condemned the world and became heir of the 
righteousness which is according to faith. 8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to 
the place which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was 
going. 9 By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac 
and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise; 10 for he waited for the city which has foundations, 
whose builder and maker is God. 11 By faith Sarah herself also received strength to conceive seed, and 
she bore a child when she was past the age, because she judged Him faithful who had promised. 
12 Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born as many as the stars of the sky in 
multitude—innumerable as the sand which is by the seashore. 13 These all died in faith, not having 
received the promises, but having seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and 
confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 14 For those who say such things declare 
plainly that they seek a homeland. 15 And truly if they had called to mind that country from which they 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+2%3A14-26&version=NLT#fen-NLT-30273a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+2%3A14-26&version=NLT#fen-NLT-30277b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+2%3A14-26&version=NLT#fen-NLT-30277c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+2%3A14-26&version=NLT#fen-NLT-30280d
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had come out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But now they desire a better, that is, a 
heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared a city for 
them. 17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the 
promises offered up his only begotten son, 18 of whom it was said, “In Isaac your seed shall be called,” 

19 concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also received him 
in a figurative sense. By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come. 21 By faith Jacob, 
when he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff. 
22 By faith Joseph, when he was dying, made mention of the departure of the children of Israel, and 
gave instructions concerning his bones. By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three months 
by his parents, because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king’s 
command. 24 By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s 
daughter, 25 choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the passing 
pleasures of sin, 26 esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he 
looked to the reward. 27 By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured as 
seeing Him who is invisible. 28 By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, lest he who 
destroyed the firstborn should touch them. 29 By faith they passed through the Red Sea as by dry land, 
whereas the Egyptians, attempting to do so, were drowned. 30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down 
after they were encircled for seven days. 31 By faith the harlot Rahab did not perish with those who did 
not believe, when she had received the spies with peace. 32 And what more shall I say? For the time 
would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and 
the prophets: 33 who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, 
stopped the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of 
weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. 
35 Women received their dead raised to life again. Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, 
that they might obtain a better resurrection. 36 Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, 
and of chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were 
slain with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, 
tormented— 38 of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens 
and caves of the earth. 39 And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not 
receive the promise, 40 God having provided something better for us, that they should not be made 
perfect apart from us. 
 

A. Faith – Application 
 

i. Believing you received it when you asked God for it. 
 

Hebrews 11:1a (NKJV)  
Now faith is the substance of things hoped for… 
 

Mark 11:24 (NKJV) 
Therefore, I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, 
and you will have them. 
 

ii. Note what faith does: 
 

Hebrews 11:1b (NKJV)  
…the evidence of things not seen. 
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iii. Note the result of participating in the faith 

Hebrews 11:2 (NKJV)  
For by it the elders obtained a good testimony. 

 

Hebrews 11:6 (NKJV) 
But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He 
is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 
 

B. The mechanics of faith 
 

i. The God kind of faith will always require action.  
 

Hebrews 1:3 (NKJV)  
By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things 
which are seen were not made of things which are visible. 
 

 Salvation 
 

Romans 10:9-10 (NKJV) 
9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God 
has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto 
righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.  
 

 Peter 
 

Luke 5:3-5 (NKJV) 
Then He got into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, and asked him to put out a little 
from the land. And He sat down and taught the multitudes from the boat.4 When He 
had stopped speaking, He said to Simon, “Launch out into the deep and let down your 
nets for a catch.” 5 But Simon answered and said to Him, “Master, we have toiled all 
night and caught nothing; nevertheless at Your word I will let down the net.”  
 

 Woman with the issue of blood 
 

Matthew 9:20-22 (NKJV) 
And suddenly, a woman who had a flow of blood for twelve years came from behind 
and touched the hem of His garment. 21 For she said to herself, “If only I may touch His 
garment, I shall be made well.” 22 But Jesus turned around, and when He saw her He 
said, “Be of good cheer, daughter; your faith has made you well.” And the woman was 
made well from that hour. 
 

 Abel’s offering 
 

Hebrews 11:4 (NKJV) 
By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he 
obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and through it he 
being dead still speaks. 
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 Enoch never died 
 

Hebrews 11:5 (NKJV) 
By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see death, “and was not found, 
because God had taken him”; for before he was taken he had this testimony, that he 
pleased God. 
 

 Noah “warned about things that have never happened before.” 
 

Hebrews 11:7a-b (NKJV) 
By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen… 
 

 Abraham 
 

Hebrews 11:8 (NKJV) 
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would 
receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 
 

 Sarah 
 

Hebrews 11:11 (NKJV) 
By faith Sarah herself also received strength to conceive seed, and she bore a child 
when she was past the age, because she judged Him faithful who had promised. 

 

3. We were designed to live in an environment which requires faith.  
 

A. It’s a part of the human experience.  
 

B. People being right just 99.9% of the time would result in… 
 

4. What enables our faithfulness in such a potentially unstable environment is God’s faithfulness. 
 

A. God is always faithful. 
 

Psalm 86:15 (NLT) 
But you, O Lord, are a God of compassion and mercy, slow to get angry and filled with unfailing 
love and faithfulness. 
 

Psalm 36:5 (NLT) 
Your unfailing love, O LORD, is as vast as the heavens; your faithfulness reaches beyond the clouds. 
 

Psalm 89:8 (NLT) 
O LORD God of Heaven’s Armies! Where is there anyone as mighty as you, O LORD? You are entirely 
faithful. 
 

Psalm 119:90 (NLT) 
Your faithfulness extends to every generation, as enduring as the earth you created. 
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Lamentation 3:23 (NLT) 
Great is his faithfulness; his mercies begin afresh each morning. 
 

Romans 3:3 (NLT) 
True, some of them were unfaithful; but just because they were unfaithful, does that mean God will 
be unfaithful?  
 

1 Corinthians 10:13 (NLT) 
The temptations in your life are no different from what others experience. And God is faithful. He 
will not allow the temptation to be more than you can stand. When you are tempted, he will show 
you a way out so that you can endure. 
 

2 Thessalonians 3:3 (NLT) 
But the Lord is faithful; he will strengthen you and guard you from the evil one. 
 

Hebrews 10:23 (NLT) 
Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God can be trusted to keep his 
promise. 

 

B. God is marked by total faithfulness and perfection. 
 

i.He is unchanging as it relates to Age! 
 

Hebrews 13:8 (NLT) 
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  

 

Malachi 3:6 (NLT) 
“I am the LORD, and I do not change. That is why you descendants of Jacob are not already 
destroyed. 
 

James 1:17 (NLT) 
Whatever is good and perfect is a gift coming down to us from God our Father, who created all the 
lights in the heavens.  He never changes or casts a shifting shadow.  

ii.God does not change as it relates to place. 
 

Jeremiah 23:24 (NLT) 
Can anyone hide from me in a secret place? Am I not everywhere in all the heavens and earth?” says 
the LORD. 
 

Psalm 139:1-2 (NLT) 
O LORD, you have examined my heart and know everything about me. 2 You know when I sit down or 
stand up. You know my thoughts even when I’m far away. 3 You see me when I travel and when I 
rest at home. You know everything I do. 4 You know what I am going to say even before I say it, LORD. 
5 You go before me and follow me. You place your hand of blessing on my head. 6 Such knowledge is 
too wonderful for me, too great for me to understand! 7 I can never escape from your Spirit! I can 
never get away from your presence! 8 If I go up to heaven, you are there; if I go down to the grave, 
you are there. 9 If I ride the wings of the morning, if I dwell by the farthest oceans, 10 even there your 
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hand will guide me, and your strength will support me. 11 I could ask the darkness to hide me and 
the light around me to become night— 12     but even in darkness I cannot hide from you. To you the 
night shines as bright as day. Darkness and light are the same to you. 

 

iii.God does not change as it relates to His word. 
 

Psalm 119:89 (NKJV) 
Forever, O LORD, Your word is settled in heaven. 
 

Isaiah 40:8 (NKJV) 
The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God stands forever. 
 

Matthew 24:35 (NKJV) 
Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away. 

 

LIFE GROUP QUESTIONS 

1. How does the environment you live in require faith and faithfulness? Please explain. 
 
2. Is your life affected by the lack of faith in others? Please explain. 
 

3. Has your lack of faith negatively impacted others? Please explain. 
 

4. In what ways has God’s faithfulness benefited you?  
 

5. How does God’s unchanging nature enable your faith and faithfulness? 
 

6. What can you do to begin to be more like God as it relates to faith and faithfulness? 
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