Dear Parent:
One of the core values of the Central Church of Christ is that God designed the family as the primary place for
discipleship. The Faith Path initiative exists to partner with you as you guide your child’s spiritual journey one step
at a time. Age appropriate kits have been created to help you leverage the best faith formation strategy for your
child’s stage of development. In this Parent Dedication Kit you will find practical ideas and suggested resources to
help you begin the journey well. I urge you to start today by taking the following simple steps.
STEP ONE: LEARN
We have provided a short video that explains this particular Faith Path step. You will hear wisdom from families on
the importance of intentional parenting as they share practical suggestions from their experiences. This video can be
found on our church website under “Church Life”. Additional resources are listed in your Faith Path Kit. Please
contact me if you are interested in borrowing any of these resources.
STEP TWO: START
To help you get started, this kit includes Praying for My Child ideas. Go ahead and start a routine in order to turn
good intentions into practice.
Your spiritual focus for this first year is to focus on how to intentionally create a Christ-centered home for your
child. This intentionality will be rooted in frequent prayer and in the study of God’s Word. Each year on Family
Blessings Day, new Faith Path kits will be handed out to children who are transitioning to the next step. Each new
kit contains a new spiritual discipline focus. Although a new spiritual practice will be added each year, it is
encouraged to continue to reinforce the practices as your child matures rather than view them as a one-time
emphasis.
I hope you find this kit helpful in the process of forming the faith of your child at home. Feel free to visit
www.arcentralchurch.org to learn more and to determine whether your child is ready for other Faith Path steps.
Blessings,

Tammy Beck
Children’s Minister

“I prayed for this child, and the Lord has given me what I asked of Him. So now I give this child to the Lord. For his whole life
he will be given over to the Lord.”
-1 Samuel 1:27-28

Intentional Faith Path Plan
Child’s Name:_________________________________
How will you be intentional this next year?
! Pray daily for my child.
! Attend worship service regularly.
! Consistently spend time in God’s Word.
! _________________________________________
The next step on the Faith Path is Blessing, recommended at
age three. We will offer a free Blessing kit to guide you in
establishing the practice of praying for and giving a blessing
to your child on a routine basis.
Recommended Resources
Focus on the Family Complete Guide to Baby and Child Care
The Ministry of Motherhood by Sally Clarkson
Power of a Praying Parent by Stormie Omartian

Central Church of Christ Ministries
Children’s Ministry –
Tammy Beck: tammy@arcentralchurch.org
Teen Ministry –
Shannon Cooper: shannon@arcentralchurch.org
Travis Harris: travis@arcentralchurch.org

Parent Dedication
Commit to Raise Your
Child in a God-Honoring Home

“I prayed for this child, and the Lord has given me what I asked of Him. So
now I give this child to the Lord. For his whole life he will be given over to
the Lord.”
-1 Samuel 1:27-28

The Central Church is committed to love your child, support you as
parents, and do all we can to lead your little one to Jesus. We are
excited to partner with you as you begin this incredible journey with
your child.

What is Parent Dedication?
Parent Dedication is a special Family Blessings Day service in which
you and our Church family make a formal commitment to work
together to raise your child in a Christ-centered home. We see several
examples in the Bible, such as I Samuel 1:24 – 2:10, when Hannah
dedicated Samuel at the temple, and in Luke 2 where Mary and
Joseph dedicated Jesus. During the service you will make a public
pledge before the congregation that you will dedicate your child to the
Lord and raise your child to know, love, and follow Jesus Christ. God
designed the home as the primary place for faith to be nurtured. One
way that we seek to partner with you is by providing resources
throughout your child’s spiritual journey. We call this the Faith Path,
and the Parent Dedication is the first step on the journey.

The Parent’s Commitment
Parent Dedication is your commitment to model, teach and reinforce
the Christian Faith. It should not be confused with your child’s
personal choice to follow Christ. We believe the Bible clearly teaches
that each person must decide to trust in Christ as their Savior and be
baptized into Him. The age a child is ready to make this personal
decision will vary depending on the child. However, we do believe
that a parent’s intentionality in nurturing faith within the home will
help provide a foundation of truth for their child.

The Church’s Commitment
Parent Dedication is also a time for the church to commit to walk
alongside you as you point your child toward Christ. You will receive
a Bible with your child’s name engraved on the front as a reminder of
that commitment.

Parent Dedication Steps
1. Participate in the Parent Dedication and celebrate this
special time.
2. Discuss and plan out how you plan to be intentional
within your home and family time in order to pass faith
onto your children.
3. Use future Faith Path kits to help you along this
journey.

Parent Dedication Celebration Ideas
Ideas for making dedication a special time include…
§ Have a dinner or celebration time with family and friends
before/after the dedication service.
§ Invite family members and special family friends to write
blessings to your child to put in their Parent Dedication Kit
or a special baby book. Make sure that you write one too!
§ Record a video message for your child to view in the future.
Speak words of affirmation, sharing how you are praying
for their spiritual journey and how you desire to point them
toward Christ. You can also write a letter if that works
better for you.

Praying For My Child

Best Use
As a guide to pray over your baby
Nutritional Value
Begin the routine of prayer for and with your child
Introduction
One of the most impactful investments we can make
in our children’s faith formation is the habit of
praying for them. Rather than repeating the same
simple prayers asking for health, happiness and
safety, consider the ideas on the reverse side to
expand your prayer life and establish a meaningful
routine of praying for your child.

Prayers from their head to their toes
You can begin praying for your baby during feedings or while he
or she falls asleep in your arms. One simple method is to pray
“from head to toes” by touching the child gently on the head as
you pray and gradually moving your hand all the way down to his
or her toes as you pray.
•

Head: “Give my child wisdom, discernment and an
understanding of Your Word.”

•

Eyes: “Help my child see the truth and guard his/her eyes from
impurity.”

•

Ears: “Let him/her listen to the Lord and those in authority.”

•

Mouth: “Help my child speak with truth and honesty and use
his/her words to praise the Lord.”

•

Shoulders: “Let my child cast his/her burdens on the Lord and
give him/her friends who will help him/her stand strong.”

•

Hands: “Help my child learn to work as unto the Lord with a
servant’s heart.”

•

Heart: “Open my child’s heart to salvation, a love of scripture
and concern for other people.”

•

Feet: “Inspire my child to follow the Lord all of his/her days.”

Praying Scripture
Another method is to begin praying scripture over your child
inserting his or her name. For example, pray Psalm 23 by saying
“Lord, be NAME’S shepherd so HE/SHE shall not want.” Jesus
modeled the incredible power of combating Satan by speaking
scripture aloud in order to align our desires with God’s purposes.
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