Dear Parent:
One of the core values of the Central Church of Christ is that God designed the family as the primary place for
discipleship. The Faith Path initiative exists to partner with you as you guide your child’s spiritual journey
one step at a time. Age appropriate kits have been created to help you leverage the best faith formation
strategy for your child’s stage of development. In this Prepare to Lead Your Child to Christ Kit you will find
practical ideas and suggested resources to help you feel more confident whenever that wonderful opportunity
comes.
Even though we make this kit available to parents of children ages five and above, few children are ready to
fully understand the gospel or make a faith decision at such a young age. Use this material to prepare yourself
to be ready when your child expresses interest. We’ve included a guide that offers practical tips and what we
consider the best resources on the topic. The Prepare To Lead Your Child To Christ video will make that
conversation easier when the time comes.
We have tried to use good judgment in the suggestion of age-appropriate and biblical materials (especially
books) concerning the subject of leading your child to Jesus. However, in some of our books there may be
references to salvation, which, by the author’s intention, separates baptism from salvation. We believe that the
book of Acts sets an example of baptism being an essential part of the salvation process. We ask that you use
your wisdom and discretion as a Christian and a parent in teaching your child what God requires.
Your spiritual focus for this year is to focus on how to intentionally prepare for your child’s future faith
decision. This intentionality will be rooted in frequent prayer and in the study of God’s Word. Don’t forget
that the Bible is the most important resource God has given us to instill truth in the hearts and minds of our
children. Each year on Family Blessings Day, new Faith Path kits will be handed out to children who are
transitioning to the next step. Each new kit contains a new spiritual discipline focus. Although a new spiritual
practice will be added each year, it is encouraged to continue to reinforce the practices as your child matures
rather than view them as a one-time emphasis.
I hope you find this kit helpful in the process of forming the faith of your child at home. Feel free to visit
www.arcentralchurch.org to learn more and to determine whether your child is ready for other Faith Path steps.
Blessings,

Tammy Beck
Children’s Minister

“Make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always,
to the end of the age.”
-Matthew 28:19-20

Intentional Faith Path Plan
Child’s Name:______________________________________
How will you be intentional this next year?
! Pray daily for my child.
! Consistently spend time in God’s Word.
! Bless my child daily.
! Schedule and have regular family times.
! Attend worship service regularly.
! Be prepared to talk with my child about his or her
faith decision.
! __________________________________________
The next step on the Faith Path is Prayer, recommended at age
six. Your child will receive their free kit at our annual Family
Blessings Day celebration.

Recommended Resources
Leading Your Kids to Christ: 30 Days to Prepare Your
Heart by Criswell Freeman
Am I Ready to be Baptized by Kyle Butt & John Farber
Central Church of Christ Ministries
Children’s Ministry –
Tammy Beck: tammy@arcentralchurch.org
Teen Ministry –
Shannon Cooper: shannon@arcentralchurch.org
Travis Harris: travis@arcentralchurch.org

“

Prepare to Lead
Your Child to
Christ
“Make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching
them to observe everything I have commanded you. And
remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
-Matthew 28:19-20

One of the greatest privileges you have as a parent is to help your child
come to faith in Christ. You are given the unique opportunity to disciple
within your home with God alongside you. Like many parents, you may
not quite know how or when to approach one of the most exciting yet
intimidating moments of parenthood. Some worry that they won’t
explain salvation properly. They might be tempted to just “leave it to the
professionals” by relying on people at church or ministry events. That’s
understandable, but God has given you the most important and influential
role when it comes to leading your child to Christ. The age at which a
child responds to Christ as Lord and Savior varies, but we want to give
you resources and training in advance to help prepare you for that time.
This guide is designed to help you lay a foundation for your child and to
help you feel more comfortable about guiding your child through this
preparation process.
Lay a foundation
Your son or daughter grows in his or her understanding of God by
developing a foundation. This foundation comes about by hearing stories
from the Bible, learning scriptures, singing about Jesus, praying with you,
and so forth. Your child also learns by experiencing life in your home,
watching your example, feeling your love, and learning right from wrong.
We see this in Deuteronomy 6:6-7 that says, “These commandments that
I give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your
children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along
the road, when you lie down and when you get up.”
Discern readiness
Do your best to discern when your child is mature enough to put the
pieces together. Avoid the temptation to push for a decision before he or
she is ready to truly grasp the gospel. Your child may intellectually
understand before being spiritually ready. Young children are usually
bonded to their parents in such a way that they want to please and do not
have a full sense of a separate self. They need to understand that this is a
personal decision and not an opportunity to repeat rote answers. Listen for
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questions that your child is asking about baptism and be willing to study
with them.
Ask questions
If you feel your child might be ready, ask a few questions to help gauge
his or her level of understanding. For example, read Romans 6:23: “For
the wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life in Jesus Christ
our Lord.” Then ask questions like, “What is sin?” “How does your sin
affect your relationship to God?” How they respond can help you sense
when your child is ready to understand two important concepts:
§ JESUS AS SAVIOR: Their need for forgiveness and cleansing
from sin which was made possible through Jesus’s sacrifice on the
cross.
§ JESUS AS LORD: Their need to submit to God by making Jesus
Christ the Lord of their life.
Study, pray, and seek wise counsel
When sin is recognized and your child believes they are ready to submit
to God’s will in their lives, it’s time to deeply study God’s Word. The
book of Acts shares many stories of individuals who decided to give
their lives to Christ, and it is a great book to study with your child. At this
time, you can also inquire about the Salvation and Baptism Kit, which
will guide you through a study of baptism. Pray for guidance during this
time, and remember to seek wise counsel from among those in the
church. We have been given this church family to encourage, guide, and
love. Seek out those who have guided their child to Christ, and connect
with them during this process. If you would like additional assistance,
feel free to request an appointment for you and your child to meet with
one of the ministers on staff for the Central Church of Christ at (501)
374-2039.
When you discern that your child is ready, please pick up a Salvation
and Baptism Kit. The My Faith Decision card can be used as a keepsake
to remind them of their reasoning and readiness in regards to this
commitment.
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