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Dates to Remember
October 1 Library meeting
October 4 Church Council
Walk Through Grief
October 7 World Communion Day
Youth District Hayride
October 8 Feed the Body, Feed the
Soul
October 10 Girlfriends in God
October 11 Missions meeting
Trustees meeting
Walking Through Grief
October 13 McKinley Distribution
Sub-Zero Stuff-the-Bus
October 14 New All Church Study
Creed: What Christians
Believe and Why
by Adam Hamilton
October 15 Broadcaster Articles Due
October 16 McKinley Distribution
October 18 Walking Through Grief
Finance meeting
October 22 Feed the Body, Feed the
Soul
October 23 Broadcaster Mails
Foundation Meeting
October 25 Walking Through Grief
October 27 McKinley Distribution
October 29 Feed the Body, Feed the
Soul
October 31 Happy Halloween
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Pastor Christopher Liberati
ChristopherL@WilloughbyUMC.org
440.942.9068

Living the Dream

the highlight of the trip.

It wasn’t until we were
about an hour into our
return journey home that I
realized that God had fulfilled one of my life-long
dreams. It was a moment when my heart felt strangely
warm (why not use John Wesley’s words? They
seemed appropriate). I looked over at Anthony, who
was curled up in the seat asleep, with his head resting
peacefully on his pillow. Shear exhaustion had
However, I want to argue that the world can lull overtaken him. I couldn’t help but tear up as God
whispered to me, “Don’t stop dreaming.” What I
us into to a state of slumber; where dreams are not
recognized or even realized. Sometimes the dreams of realized in the moment was, I was living my dream.
My dream as far back as I can remember was to have a
our youth can start to take shape and because of our
tired eyes we fail to realize the work that God is doing son and to be able to take him on a trip like the one I
right before us. For example; a few years ago, Anthony just described.
and I went on our first vacation together as father and
Don’t stop dreaming! I think that is quite
son, you know just the boys. We went to Cook Forest,
profound. What dreams do you have for your life? Are
Pennsylvania, and stayed in a cabin for a couple of
you still dreaming? Have you given up? God is not
days. Can I just say one thing? WE HAD A BLAST!
through with you yet! The reality is God has dreams
for our lives too. God has a dream just for you. If it
It was a magical time of father and son bonding.
wasn’t for that moment, stealing a glimpse of my
We hiked the mountain trails and saw new life
tuckered-out son, I may not have realized that God had
springing forth from a rotting stump. We canoed ten
miles and caught lots of trout and bass. Anthony was a fulfilled my dream. I may have forgotten about it or
worse yet, I could have ignored it because I was
trooper; he braved the rapids and even paddled too.
thinking about all the things of this world that I need
We scared a few snakes away and scratched our
to get done. Trust me, it would have been easy to miss
initials in an old dead tree. We hiked through the
forest and saw turkey, deer and grouse. We explored the moment if I had cell phone coverage. I would have
the countryside and found out why the turkey crossed been busy keeping up with emails, phone calls or text
the road…to get to the other side. We came face to face messages. Fortunately for me, there was no cell phone
with a porcupine; where Anthony reminded me not to coverage, there were no distractions. There was just a
get too close. We saw elk and more deer. We went go- moment with God while living the dream.
cart racing and played putt-putt golf. And just when
I pray that you never stop dreaming and that you
we thought
may have those quiet moments that allow you to
our fun was
realize the dream that God has in store for you.
over and we
were heading
Living the Dream,
home, two
Pastor Christopher
black bears
crossed the
road in front
of us. It was
Have you ever had a dream in your life that you
longed for so much that it caused an ache in your
heart? Abraham had one; it was the dream of having a
son. Much like Abraham, I too had the same dream,
while mine was answered much quicker than
Abraham’s, I find myself with the same joy that he
must have experienced. God can surprise us with joy
beyond our wildest dreams.
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Starting soon! Our next sermon series...

The Apostles’ Creed: What Christians Believe and Why
Creed: What Christians Believe and Why
will be the theme of Pastor Christopher’s
upcoming sermon series and our next AllChurch Study. Beginning on October 14th, the
weekly sermons and small group discussions
will provide opportunities to reflect on our
personal faith walk and to dig deeply for
answers to this question: What do I believe
as a follower of Jesus? Adam Hamilton,
author of this study and senior pastor of The
United Methodist Church of the Resurrection
in the Kansas City area, believes The Apostles’
Creed has powerful answers for Christians and
for others seeking to grow in their faith.
As we examine this historic statement of
foundational Christian faith, the sermons and
small group discussions focused on The
Apostles’ Creed, will explore not only what
Christians believe, but why it matters. Taking
one phrase each week, we will reflect on what
Christians believe about God; Jesus Christ;
The Holy Spirit; The Church and the
Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of
Sins; and The Resurrection of the Body. This
pace, combined with Pastor Christopher’s
sermons and conversations around the tables
where small groups gather, will provide
opportunities for people to examine where
they are on their faith journey, as well as
encouragement as they continue to take steps
toward fuller discipleship.
If you would like to take the next step on
your faith journey, consider participating
in one of the small groups. Join a group in
Fellowship Hall for refreshments and
conversation during the 9:15 hour on
Sunday morning, or you can form your
own group and choose the time and place
where your group will meet weekly. If you
decide to take the latter approach, contact
Lisa Richards (lisadslc@yahoo.com) or
Carolyn Lingenfelter (cgl220@gmail.com)
who will make sure you have access to
each weekly DVD and other helpful
materials.

Miracles - yep, I’ve seen them, you’ve seen them and maybe
even been blessed with one. Would you share? We are asking
you to share an experience of how Jesus Christ has touched
your life.
Will you share your story?
What has God done in your life?
What has the church done in your life?
Why do you attend church - what draws you each Sunday?
Why do you give?
Are you giving because you believe in a special ministry?
What are you doing to bring others to Christ?
We know we are here to help others discover Christ, to
grow in our own faith, to serve and invite others to be part of
the ministries of the church. Your message will be video-taped
and shared at both services. We’re so excited!
If you’d like to share your story, contact Margaret Neroda
at 440.728.8347, megneroda@sbcglobal.net or Bev Dalheim,
440.477.3191, bdalheim@hotmail.com.
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It's time to Stuff the Bus!
We are collecting our Stay Alive Five at
Willoughby United Methodist Church,
Saturday, October 13, from 8 am - 12 pm.
Please help us stuff the bus with:
Hats (winter), Coats (adult sizes L – 4xl)
Gloves, Boots (Men’s Size 9 – 13)
Sleeping bags

Other items:
We take only NEW Socks please.
Tents, Hand warmers
PLEASE: No pants. No dresses. No undergarments. No toys.

Are you aware that the Willoughby
Food Pantry is located in the back of
Upper Fellowship Hall? We have been
there almost 40 years. We are
supported by several area church and
civic organizations. We rely solely on
monetary and food donations. Our
biggest food needs are Chunky Soups,
Hamburger Helper, stew, cereal and
taxable items. Besides monetary gifts,
we also can use Dollar General gift
cards in any denomination. Check
donations can be made out to the
Willoughby Food Pantry and put in the
offering plate or mailed to WUMC, 15
Public Square, Willoughby, Ohio,
44094.
If you have any questions please
feel free to contact me:
Judy Yackin, Director,
WilloughbyFoodPantry@gmail.com
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Did you miss Sunday morning
Power Hour in September?
Join us in October - classes for everyone! Every Sunday morning
between 9:15 AM & 10:15 AM
(Photos of Ground Breaking Breakfast
during our study of RENOVATE.)

Missions & Social Concerns news:
Sunday, September 30 the Noisy Collection will be for
Christ Centered Tikvah Recovery Home in Willoughby.

In late October you will have an opportunity to fill a
Samaritan’s Purse Shoebox to give Christmas to a child
who otherwise would not have a gift.
Thank you always for your generosity in serving others!

LIKE and FOLLOW our Facebook page to:
 Keep up with events in the church
 View video interviews with staff and photos/ videos of events and recent activities
 Receive daily inspiration from Scripture
Just search on Facebook for Willoughby United Methodist Church or go
to http://www.facebook.com/wlbyumc. Sharing our Facebook feed on your timeline is a great way to spread the
Good News about what God is doing at WUMC!
If you have an event you would like mentioned on our Facebook page, send the info and photos/graphics to
Broadcaster@WilloughbyUMC.org.
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All church picnic and worship Sunday, September 16

October 2018 - 6

OCTOBER

Taxable Distribution hours
Saturday, October 13 9:00 - 10:30 am
Tuesday, October 16 6:00 - 7:30 pm
Saturday, October 27 9:00 - 10:30 am
Food Pantry hours:
Mondays:
Wednesdays:
Thursdays:

6:00 - 7:30 pm
Noon - 2:30 pm
Noon - 2:30 pm

Feed the Body Feed the Soul Meal
Monday, October 8
5:30 pm
Monday, October 22
5:30 pm
Monday, October 29
5:30 pm

Greatest Current Donation Needs
TAXABLES:
Paper Towels, Toilet Paper (double rolls),
Laundry detergent (32 loads/64 oz size), liquid
cleanser (22-28 oz. size), Shampoo
PET FOOD:
Canned cat food
Cat Litter
HOUSEHOLD GOODS:
Bed sheets, towels, small appliances
FURNITURE:
Complete Bed frames—all sizes.
Mattresses & box springs.

Donation & Building
Administration Hours
Mon-Wed: 9:00 am—1:00 pm
(No Thursday hours)
Saturdays: 9:00—11:30 am
Please note that the McKinley Community
Outreach Center does NOT pick up
furniture donations.
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